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IV. Offshore Production of Crude Oil
and Natural Gas

Table 24 show Federal OCS oil and natural gas production as a percentage of total U.S.
production.  The role of Federal OCS oil and natural gas production as part of total U.S.
production has increased steadily since 1954.  By 1971, Federal OCS crude oil and natural
gas production stood at 11.8 and 12.4 percent, respectively, of the Nation's total.  Since 1971,
OCS crude oil as a percentage of total U.S. production has remained stable — ranging
between 8.8 and 12.9 percent before reaching an all-time high of 15.3 percent in 1994. 
Production of OCS natural gas as a percentage of total U.S. production has continued to rise
since 1971, reaching an all-time high in 1990 of 27.4 percent before dropping to 23.7 percent
in 1994.

Tables 25 through 36 compare Federal OCS production to offshore production in State
waters.  The States producing hydrocarbons in adjacent offshore waters are Alaska, Alabama,
California, Louisiana, and Texas.  There is no oil or natural gas production on the Federal
OCS offshore Alaska.

The Federal OCS accounts for about 80 percent of offshore crude oil and 88 percent of
natural gas production.  In 1994, Federal production of crude oil and condensate was 37, 74,
93, and 95 percent of total offshore production for Alabama, California, Louisiana, and Texas,
respectively.  For Alabama, California, Louisiana, and Texas, Federal offshore production is
more than 34, 88, 96, and 94 percent, respectively, of total offshore natural gas production.  

Tables 37 and 38 present a ranking of operators by field size in Federal offshore waters. 
There are 119 operators producing crude oil or condensate from Federal OCS leases and 123
producers of natural gas.  Of these, the top ten operators produce about 72 percent of  OCS oil
but only 52 percent of OCS natural gas.  The number of  producing operators has continually
increased since 1983.  Most of these operators produce from leases in the Gulf of Mexico.  On
the Pacific OCS, there are 6 crude oil and natural gas producers. 
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Table  37.  Crude  Oil and Condensate:  Producing Operators in 1994

[The volumes here are those metered in the field at the wellhead not the adjusted final production figures that o perators report and
on which lessees pay royalties to the Federal Government.] 

Gulf of Mexico Pacific OCS
Total Oil

Rank Operator Crude Oil Condensate
Crude&
Condensate

(bbls) (bbls) (bbls) (bbls)

1 Chevron U.S.A. Inc. 40,835,776 5,604,729 17,715,114 64,155,619

2 Shell Offshore Inc. 53,555,250 4,432,622 0 57,987,872

3 Exxon Corporation 17,343,706 2,196,047 14,572,463 34,112,216

4 Texaco Exploration & Production 13,175,339 1,203,297 12,900,048 27,278,684

5 Union Oil Company of California 8,413,380 2,492,623 8,704,572 19,610,575

6 Conoco Inc. 15,741,199 2,600,782 0 18,341,981

7 Mobil Oil Exploration &  Production 11,712,327 2,959,504 0 14,671,831

8 Marathon Oil Company 11,440,099 475,636 0 11,915,735

9 BP Exploration & Oil Inc. 10,743,287 446,976 0 11,190,263

10 Pennzoil Exploration & Production 8,428,543 868,504 0 9,297,047

Subtotal (1-10) 191,388,906 23,280,720 53,892,197 268,561,823

11 Murphy Exploration & Production 6,012,145 759,922 0 6,772,067

12 Vastar Resources, Inc. 6,341,822 291,014 0 6,632,836

13 Mobil Producing Texas & New Mexico 3,951,686 1,763,694 0 5,715,380

14 Kerr-McGee Corporation 4,245,348 1,389,394 0 5,634,742

15 Agip Petroleum Co. Inc. 3,805,622 1,604,770 0 5,410,392

16 Freeport-McMoRan Inc. 5,240,347 0 0 5,240,347

17 Shell Frontier Oil & Gas Inc. 4,003,120 535,139 0 4,538,259

18 CanadianOxy Offshore Production 2,702,805 1,212,297 0 3,915,102

19 Amoco Production Company 1,728,190 1,872,823 0 3,601,013

20 Newfield Exploration Company 2,675,057 570,017 0 3,245,074

Subtotal (1-20) 232,095,048 33,279,790 53,892,197 319,267,035

21 Norcen Explorer, Inc. 2,502,337 716,075 0 3,218,412

22 Pennzoil Petroleum Company 1,936,716 1,228,149 0 3,164,865

Shell Western Exploration &
Production, Inc. 0 0 3,071,570 3,071,570

23 CNG Producing Company 747,886 1,992,843 0 2,740,729

24 Forest Oil Corporation 1,797,885 729,287 0 2,527,172

25 Samedan Oil Corporation 2,080,884 421,085 0 2,501,969

26 Apache Corporation 1,733,463 742,222 0 2,475,685

27 Phillips Petroleum Company 1,420,555 1,022,057 0 2,442,612

28 Walter Oil & Gas Corporation 493,917 1,823,137 0 2,317,054

29 Amerada Hess Corporation 1,463,333 572,869 0 2,036,202

30 DelMar Operating, Inc. 761,159 1,016,137 0 1,777,296

Subtotal (1-30) 247,033,183 43,543,651 56,963,767 347,540,601

31 The Louisiana Land & Exploration 1,010,959 468,055 0 1,479,014

32 Elf Exploration, Inc. 1,408,840 53,145 0 1,461,985



Table  37.  Crude  Oil and Condensate:  Producing Operators in 1994

[The volumes here are those metered in the field at the wellhead not the adjusted final production figures that o perators report and
on which lessees pay royalties to the Federal Government.] 

Gulf of Mexico Pacific OCS
Total Oil

Rank Operator Crude Oil Condensate
Crude&
Condensate

(bbls) (bbls) (bbls) (bbls)
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33 Atlantic Richfield Company 1,304,632 56,007 0 1,360,639

34 Flores & Rucks, Inc. 1,168,200 24,515 0 1,192,715

35 ORYX Energy Company 892,351 270,446 0 1,162,797

36 Forcenergy Gas Exploration, In 1,072,829 72,309 0 1,145,138

37 Taylor Energy Company 709,723 333,092 0 1,042,815

38 SONAT Exploration Company 301,416 708,760 0 1,010,176

96 Torch Operating Company 24,582 26 810,248 834,856

39 Howell Petroleum Corporation 752,020 2,047 0 754,067

40 Zilkha Energy Company 298,548 451,923 0 750,471

Subtotal (1-40) 255,977,283 45,983,976 57,774,015 359,735,274

41 Louis Dreyfus Reserves Corp. 518,540 203,088 0 721,628

42 Mesa Operating Limited Partnership 183,023 520,480 0 703,503

43 LLECO Holdings, Inc. 385,976 117,978 0 503,954

44 Aquila Energy Resources Corp. 346,018 154,724 0 500,742

45 Mobil Oil Corporation 0 472,039 0 472,039

46 Pacific Offshore Operators 0 0 470,147 470,147

47 Anadarko Petroleum Corp. 330,928 128,301 0 459,229

48 Great Western Offshore Inc. 322,204 137,010 0 459,214

49 Energy Development Corporation 294,537 151,833 0 446,370

50 B T Operating Company 276,554 125,832 0 402,386

Subtotal (1-50) 258,635,063 47,995,261 58,244,162 364,874,486

51 Coastal Oil & Gas Corporation 399,767 21 0 399,788

52 Tatham Offshore, Inc. 22,741 369,406 0 392,147

53 Santa Fe Energy Resources, Inc 353,158 8,724 0 361,882

54 Gulfstream Resources, Inc. 240,904 102,826 0 343,730

55 Pago Producing Company 8,097 335,225 0 343,322

56 OXY USA Inc. 210,396 124,425 0 334,821

57 Total Minatome Corp. 213,739 107,080 0 320,819

58 PG&E Resources Offshore Company 225,412 91,762 0 317,174

59 Seagull Energy E&P Inc. 0 301,537 0 301,537

60 Global Marine Oil & Gas Company 0 290,044 0 290,044

Subtotal (1-60) 260,309,277 49,726,311 58,244,162 368,279,750

61 Union Pacific Resources Company 954 263,097 0 264,051

62 Columbia Gas Development Corp. 139,332 123,905 0 263,237

63 Midcon Offshore, Inc. 84,535 173,679 0 258,214

64 Petsec Energy Inc. 254,540 0 0 254,540
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[The volumes here are those metered in the field at the wellhead not the adjusted final production figures that o perators report and
on which lessees pay royalties to the Federal Government.] 

Gulf of Mexico Pacific OCS
Total Oil

Rank Operator Crude Oil Condensate
Crude&
Condensate

(bbls) (bbls) (bbls) (bbls)
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65 Greenhill Petroleum Corporation 110,672 124,204 0 234,876

66 Meridian Oil Inc. 69,493 108,792 0 178,285

67 Hunt Oil Company 33,182 140,432 0 173,614

68 Company 156,086 8,049 0 164,135
Century Offshore Management

69 SCANA Petroleum Resources, Inc 23,351 140,509 0 163,860

70 The Stone Petroleum Corp. 132,337 21,183 0 153,520

Subtotal (1-70) 261,312,805 50,567,064 58,244,162 370,124,031

71 AEDC (USA) INC. 0 137,362 0 137,362

72 NCX Company, Inc. 0 129,356 0 129,356

73 EP Operating Limited Partnership 0 126,943 0 126,943

74 Cockrell Oil Corporation 0 117,447 0 117,447

75 Mitchell Energy corporation 111,034 4,783 0 115,817

76 The Houston Exploration Company 0 114,490 0 114,490

77 Santa Fe Minerals, Inc. 0 98,162 0 98,162

78 Partnership 37,256 57,921 0 95,177
Diamond Shamrock Offshore

79 UNC Petroleum Corporation 93,862 0 0 93,862

80 Enron Oil & Gas Company 0 92,414 0 92,414

0

Subtotal (1-80) 261,554,957 51,445,942 58,244,162 371,245,061

81 SEKCO Energy, Inc. 81,073 0 0 81,073

82 Seneca Resources Corporation 0 80,052 0 80,052

83 General Atlantic Resources, Inc. 0 76,269 0 76,269

84 Wacker Oil Inc. 0 76,212 0 76,212

85 Aran Energy Corporation 70,094 196 0 70,290

86 Pel-Tex Oil Company 0 63,064 0 63,064

87 Aviva America, Inc. 61,886 433 0 62,319

88 BHP Peroleum (Americas) Inc. 0 58,705 0 58,705

89 Koch Exploration Company 0 51,460 0 51,460

90 Chieftain International (U.S.) 42,693 4,059 0 46,752

Subtotal (1-90) 261,810,703 51,856,392 58,244,162 371,911,257

91 Texaco Inc. 0 42,056 0 42,056

92 Energy Resource Technology, Inc 0 32,640 0 32,640

93 British-Borneo Exploration, Inc 0 28,491 0 28,491

94 Ashlawn Energy, Inc. 27,852 46 0 27,898

95 Partnership 0 25,499 0 25,499
Pan Petroleum Master Limited
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Gulf of Mexico Pacific OCS
Total Oil

Rank Operator Crude Oil Condensate
Crude&
Condensate
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97 Levinson Partners Corporation 0 19,634 0 19,634

98 Hardy Oil & Gas USA Inc. 0 13,867 0 13,867

99 Conn Energy, Inc. 0 13,669 0 13,669

100 American Exploration Company 0 12,759 0 12,759

Subtotal (1-100) 261,838,555 52,045,053 58,244,162 372,127,770

101 Falcon Offshore Operating Company 0 8,807 0 8,807

102 Four Star Oil & Gas Company 0 7,769 0 7,769

103 Aquila Energy Corporation 0 7,627 0 7,627

104 Partners Oil Company 0 7,312 0 7,312

105 Zapata Exploration Company 0 7,148 0 7,148

106 Devon Energy Operating Corp. 0 5,692 0 5,692

107 Ashland Exploration, Inc. 0 3,926 0 3,926

108 Ivory Production Co 0 3,747 0 3,747

109 ANR Production Company 0 3,015 0 3,015

110 Matrix Oil & Gas, Inc. 0 2,595 0 2,595

Subtotal (1-110) 261,838,555 52,102,691 58,244,162 372,185,408

111 Hughes Eastern Petroleum, Inc. 0 745 0 745

112 W &T Offshore, Inc. 0 702 0 702

113 UMC Petroleum Corp. 0 642 0 642

114 Hall-Houston Oil company 0 637 0 637

115 Tana Oil and Gas Corporation 0 209 0 209

116 OEDC Exploration & Production, 0 185 0 185

117 Company 0 119 0 119
Offshore Energy Development

118 Entre Energy Corporation 0 41 0 41

119 Trade & Development Corp. 0 5 0 5

Total  (1-118) 261,838,555 52,105,976 58,244,162 372,188,693
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Table  37. Natural Gas:  Producing Operators in 1994

[The volumes here are those metered in the field at the wellhead not the adjusted final production figures that   the operators report and
on which lessees pay royalties to the Federal Government.]

Gulf of Mexico OCS

Pacific OCS G-W &
O-W GasRank Operator Natural Gas Gas

Total GasCasinghead

(Mcf) (Mcf) (Mcf) (Mcf)

1 Chevron U.S.A. Inc. 472,558,815 72,506,366 15,450,586 560,515,767

2 Shell Offshore Inc. 247,951,029 107,605,537 0 355,556,566

3 Union Oil Company of California 274,081,063 17,735,161 4,608,666 296,424,890

4 Exxon Corporation 202,828,606 47,932,830 16,849,178 267,610,614

5 Mobil Oil Exploration &  Production 215,057,593 18,646,622 0 233,704,215

6 Texaco Exploration & Production 165,084,121 51,219,371 14,540,867 230,844,359

7 Amoco Production Company 192,317,812 4,917,136 0 197,234,948

8 Conoco Inc. 127,616,483 37,344,487 0 164,960,970

9 Vastar Resources, Inc. 92,985,747 32,917,585 0 125,903,332

10 Pennzoil Petroleum Company 111,967,311 3,658,587 0 115,625,898

Subtotal (1-10) 2,102,448,580 394,483,682 51,449,297 9
2,548,381,55

11 Pennzoil Exploration & Production 93,585,023 12,218,139 0 105,803,162

12 Apache Corporation 102,372,390 1,918,365 0 104,290,755

13 Murphy Exploration & Productio 84,505,549 8,846,666 0 93,352,215

14 Amerada Hess Corporation 90,123,353 3,207,145 0 93,330,498

15 OXY USA Inc. 91,174,279 889,338 0 92,063,617

16 Samedan Oil Corporation 82,967,581 2,227,661 0 85,195,242

17 CNG Producing Company 82,693,848 977,570 0 83,671,418

18 ORYX Energy Company 81,087,491 1,156,766 0 82,244,257

19 Norcen Explorer, Inc. 69,512,968 10,092,403 0 79,605,371

20 Walter Oil & Gas corporation 77,305,045 1,131,266 0 78,436,311

Subtotal (1-20) 2,957,776,107 437,149,001 51,449,297 5
3,446,374,40

21 Forest Oil Corporation 70,719,957 2,473,603 0 73,193,560

22 Marathon Oil Company 36,478,926 34,222,695 0 70,701,621

23 Kerr-McGee Corporation 55,059,211 7,210,914 0 62,270,125

24 Mexico 49,349,532 8,944,299 0 58,293,831
Mobil Producing Texas & New

25 Seagull Energy F&P Inc. 56,234,067 0 0 56,234,067

26 SONAT Exploration Company 53,642,514 631,700 0 54,274,214

27 Phillips Petroleum Company 49,542,638 3,733,061 0 53,275,699

28 Newfield Exploration Company 40,472,466 8,558,476 0 49,030,942

29 Zilkha Energy Company 44,049,470 137,295 0 44,186,765

30 Enron Oil & Gas Company 43,707,659 0 0 43,707,659

Subtotal (1-30) 3,457,032,547 503,061,044 51,449,297 8
4,011,542,88

31 The Houston Exploration Company 43,441,532 0 0 43,441,532

32 Pogo Producing Company 41,951,453 81,246 0 42,032,699
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[The volumes here are those metered in the field at the wellhead not the adjusted final production figures that   the operators report and
on which lessees pay royalties to the Federal Government.]

Gulf of Mexico OCS

Pacific OCS G-W &
O-W GasRank Operator Natural Gas Gas

Total GasCasinghead

(Mcf) (Mcf) (Mcf) (Mcf)
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33 The Louisiana Land & Exploration 30,893,498 1,111,246 0 32,004,744

34 DelMar Operating, Inc. 28,970,902 2,758,310 0 31,729,212

35 Union Pacific Resources Company 28,861,479 16,416 0 28,877,895

36 BP EXploration & Oil Inc. 13,389,172 14,613,474 0 28,002,646

37 Atlantic Richfield Company 19,960,058 6,529,669 0 26,489,727

38 Santa Fe Minerals, Inc. 25,939,664 0 0 25,939,664

39 Agip Petroleum Company, Inc. 19,494,943 5,845,712 0 25,340,655

40 Energy Development Corporation 24,895,216 340,155 0 25,235,371

Subtotal (1-40) 3,734,830,464 534,357,272 51,449,297 3
4,320,637,03

41 Shell Frontier Oil & Gas Inc. 18,504,979 5,916,081 0 24,421,060

42 Mobil Oil Corp. 23,956,123 14 0 23,956,137

43 Company 22,037,527 208,304 0 22,245,831
PG&E Resources Offshore

44 Anadarko Petroleum Corp. 20,801,592 961,365 0 21,762,957

45 ER Operating Limited Partnership 21,594,353 0 0 21,594,353

46 SCANA Petroleum Resources, Inc 19,187,353 2,006,348 0 21,193,701

47 Seneca Resources Corporation 20,404,940 0 0 20,404,940

48 General Atlantic Resources, Inc. 19,519,001 0 0 19,519,001

49 Wacker Oil Inc. 18,978,635 0 0 18,978,635

50 Meridian Oil Inc. 17,113,690 31,341 0 17,145,031

Subtotal (1-50) 3,936,928,657 543,480,725 51,449,297 9
4,531,858,67

51 CanadianOxy Offshore Production 13,439,089 3,009,791 0 16,448,880

52 BHP Petroleum (Americas) Inc. 16,263,547 0 0 16,263,547

53 Forcenergy Gas Exploration, In 13,710,305 2,367,803 0 16,078,108

54 Hunt Oil Company 14,582,451 269,462 0 14,851,913

55 NCX Company, Inc. 14,752,857 0 0 14,752,857

56 Partnership 12,955,036 1,339,105 0 14,294,141
Mesa Operating Limited

57 Columbia Gas Development Corp. 12,776,754 424,920 0 13,201,674

58 Great Western Offshore Inc. 11,389,846 1,553,886 0 12,943,732

59 Aquila Energy Resources Corp. 12,038,822 310,374 0 12,349,196

60 Santa Fe Energy Resources, Inc 11,299,704 246,398 0 11,546,102

Subtotal (1-60) 4,070,137,068 553,002,464 51,449,297 9
4,674,588,82

61 Cockrell Oil Corporation 11,525,289 0 0 11,525,289

62 Taylor Energy Company 10,774,070 706,509 0 11,480,579

63 AEDC (USA) INC. 10,876,099 0 0 10,876,099
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Gulf of Mexico OCS

Pacific OCS G-W &
O-W GasRank Operator Natural Gas Gas

Total GasCasinghead
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64 Koch Exploration Company 10,851,648 0 0 10,851,648

65 Elf Exploration, Inc. 6,669,887 4,178,349 0 10,848,236

66 Midcon Offshore, Inc. 10,197,214 424,626 0 10,621,840

67 LLECO Holdings, Inc. 8,825,022 365,366 0 9,190,388

68 Pel-Tex Oil Company 9,043,895 0 0 9,043,895

69 Partnership 8,883,433 16,684 0 8,900,117
Diamond Shamrock Offshore

70 Hall-Houston Oil Company 7,535,225 0 0 7,535,225

Subtotal (1-70) 4,165,318,850 558,693,998 51,449,297 5
4,775,462,14

71 Total Minatome Corp. 6,636,355 556,116 0 7,192,471

72 B T Operating Company 6,006,625 592,070 0 6,598,695

73 Matrix Oil & Gas, Inc. 6,391,644 0 0 6,391,644

74 Gulfstream Resources, Inc. 5,711,756 608,687 0 6,320,443

75 OEDC Exploration & Production 4,957,908 1,184,924 0 6,142,832

76 Texaco Inc. 5,752,999 0 0 5,752,999

77 Flores & Rucks, Inc. 3,572,866 1,937,841 0 5,510,707

78 Torch Operating, Company 4,378,002 43,631 852,823 5,274,456

79 The Stone Petroleum Corp. 4,843,239 129,804 0 4,973,043

80 Zapata Exploration Company 4,942,748 0 0 4,942,748

Subtotal (1-80) 4,218,512,992 563,747,071 52,302,120 3
4,834,562,18

81 Aran Energy Corporation 4,756,969 110,588 0 4,867,557

82 Greenhill Petroleum Corp. 4,610,790 72,077 0 4,682,867

83 British-Bomeo Exploration, Inc. 4,197,363 0 0 4,197,363

84 Century Offshore Management Co. 3,245,774 282,751 0 3,528,525

85 Partners Oil Company 3,182,733 0 0 3,182,733

86 Global Marine Oil & Gas Company 2,803,536 0 0 2,803,536

87 W & T Offshore, Inc. 2,732,884 0 0 2,732,884

88 Aquila Energy Corporation 2,593,991 0 0 2,593,991

89 Chieftain International (U.S.) 2,339,208 70,400 0 2,409,608

90 Hardy Oil & Gas USA Inc. 2,313,896 0 0 2,313,896

Subtotal (1-90) 4,251,290,136 564,282,887 52,302,120 3
4,867,875,14

91 ANR Production Company 2,285,387 0 0 2,285,387

92 Ashlawn Exploration, Inc. 1,688,248 0 0 1,688,248

93 Tatham Offshore, Inc. 1,602,968 51,771 0 1,654,739

94 Aviva America, Inc. 1,518,960 65,163 0 1,584,123
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95 Levinson Partners Corporation 1,481,393 0 0 1,481,393

96 Gulfstar Energy, Inc. 1,448,093 0 0 1,448,093

97 Mesa Petroleum Co. 1,377,035 0 0 1,377,035

98 Louis Dreyfus Reserves Corp. 602,076 633,946 0 1,236,022

99 Energy Resource Technology, Inc. 1,195,316 0 0 1,195,316

100 Partnership 1,155,310 0 0 1,155,310
Santa Fe Energy Operating

Subtotal (1-100) 4,265,644,922 565,033,767 52,302,120 9
4,882,980,80

101 Coastal Oil & Gas Corporation 468,636 620,793 0 1,089,429

102 Ashland Energy, Inc. 989,819 38,536 0 1,028,355

103 UMC Petroleum Corp. 995,923 0 0 995,923

104 Company 692,530 0 0 692,530
Falcon Offshore Operating 

105 Petsec Energy Inc. 0 646,458 0 646,458

106 Entre Energy Corporation 623,605 0 0 623,605

107 Freeport McMoRan Inc. 0 579,198 0 579,198

108 Ivory Production Company 569,130 0 0 569,130

109 Tana Oil and Gas Corp. 483,102 0 0 483,102

110 Partnership 431,582 0 0 431,582
Pan Petroleum Master Limited

Subtotal (1-110) 4,270,899,249 566,918,752 52,302,120 1
4,890,120,12

111 Howell Petroleum Corpo. 38,033 379,276 0 417,309

112 Four Star oil & Gas Company 398,160 0 0 398,160

113 Mitchell Energy Corporation 17,053 343,800 0 360,853

114 Company 291,743 0 0 291,743
Callon Petroleeum Operating

115 Offshore Energy Development Co 274,121 0 0 274,121

116 Conn Energy, Inc. 259,498 0 0 259,498

117 American Exploration Company 248,882 0 0 248,882

118 Hughes Eastern Petroleum, Inc. 243,059 0 0 243,059

119 Devon Energy Operating Corpora 194,157 0 0 194,157

120 SEKCO Energy, Inc. 55,287 29,086 0 84,373

Subtotal (1-120) 4,272,919,242 567,670,914 52,302,120 6
4,892,892,27

121 UMC Petroleum Corp. 20,447 53,408 0 73,855

122 Trade & Development Corp. 17,446 0 0 17,446

123 D & G Energy Corp. 10,906 0 0 10,906
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Total 4,272,968,041 567,724,322 52,302,120 3
4,892,994,48


