





Since 1776, when George Washington began enlisting
them for his fledgling Army, Navy, and Marines, Native
Americans have contributed their fighting spirit and
warrior ethos to help U.S. military forces defend
America’s national interests.
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One of the first Native
American sailors,
William Terrill Bradby, a
Pamunkey of
Chickahominy

(Lumbee) ancestry,
served on “water duty”
aboard several Union
ships and as a torpedo
boat pilot during the
Civil War.




Joseph James “Jocko”
Clark, a Cherokee, was the
first Native American to
graduate from the United
States Naval Academy (1917)
and to achieve the rank of
fullladmiral. Clark earned

renown as a pioneer in naval
aviation andi carrier-attack
strategy, having served In
World War Il as a task group
commander and' in the
Korean War as Commander
Seventh Fleet.




Medal of Honor
recipient (posthumous)
Lt. Cmdr. Ernest E.
Evans Jr., a half-
Cherokee and one-
quarter Creek from
Oklahoma, vowed at the
commissioning of USS
Johnston (DD 557) at
Seattle, Wash., in
October 1943, “l intend
to go in harm's way....|
have a fighting ship and
| will never retreat from
an enemy force.”
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A year later, Cmdr. Ernest Evans led USS Johnston,
above, and joined the task unit’s relentless attacks
against a heavily armed Japanese force in the Battle off
Samar;, Philippines, on 25 October 1944. The heroic
performance made the Japanese believe they were
facing a much larger force, causing them to turn away.
Johnston took a pounding during the 3-hour battle and
sank; more than half the crew, including Evans, was lost.
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Navajo code talkers—seen here marching in
formation at Camp Pendleton, Calif., in the early
1940s—took part in nearly every amphibious assault
of the Pacific war from 1942 to 1945. They transmitted
messages in their native language, a code the
Japanese failed to break.




Marine Corporal Henry Bake Jr., left, and Private 1st
Class George H. Kirk, both Navajo code talkers,
operate a portable radio from a jungle clearing on the
South Pacific island of Bougainville, December 1943.







Yeoman 2nd Class Verna
Fender, a Native American
from lIsleta Pueblo
Reservation, N.M., served in
the Navy from 1954 to 1957.
She suffered serious injury

during basic training at
Bainbridge, Md., but after
physical rehabilitation,
completed her training and
a 3-year enlistment in San
Diego, Calif.




Boatswain’s Mate 1st
Class James Elliott
Willlams, a South
Carolina Cherokee,
received the Medal of
Honor for heroic action
as a river patrol boat
commander in South

Vietham’s Mekong Delta
on 31 October 1966. He
led his outhumbered
PBRs in a fierce battle
against the Viet Cong,
destroying or damaging
65 enemy boats.



































































