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INTRODUCTION 

 
 
This work was conceived as a derivative product for “The Metallogeny of the Great 
Basin” project of the Mineral Resources Program of the U.S. Geological Survey.  In the 
course of preparing a fossil database for the Great Basin that could be accessed from the 
Internet, it was determined that a comprehensive paleontological bibliography must first 
be compiled, something that had not previously been done. This bibliography includes 
published papers and abstracts as well as unpublished theses and dissertations on fossils 
and stratigraphy in Nevada and adjoining portions of California and Utah.  
 
This bibliography is broken into first-order headings by geologic age, secondary headings 
by taxonomic group, followed by ancillary topics of interest to both paleontologists and 
stratigraphers; paleoecology, stratigraphy, sedimentary petrology, paleogeography, 
tectonics, and petroleum potential. 
 
References were derived from usage of Georef, consultation with numerous 
paleontologists and geologists working in the Great Basin, and literature currently on 
hand with the authors. As this is a Web-accessible bibliography, we hope to periodically 
update it with new citations or older references that we have missed during this 
compilation.  Hence, the authors would be grateful to receive notice of any new or old 
papers that the readers think should be added. 
 
As a final note, we gratefully acknowledge the helpful reviews provided by A. Elizabeth 
J. Crafford (Anchorage, Alaska) and William R. Page (USGS, Denver, Colorado).  
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