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4 - Public Involvement

Public Involvement

This chapter includes a summary of the scoping and public involvement efforts; including a list of
agencies, organizations, and persons expressing interest in this project.

Public Involvement Summary

A legal notice was published in the Weiser Signal American, ldaho Statesman, and Adams County
Record on November 6, 2008 requesting comments. A scoping letter was sent to 202 individuals,
organizations, and agencies for a 30-day comment period. This process generated 8 written comment
letters, and comments were submitted verbally by 4 individuals. The project interdisciplinary team
analyzed the comments for additional issues relative to the proposed action. These comments were
considered with the preliminary issues identified from within the agency and were categorized. The
disposition of each comment can be found in Appendix E.

Six members of the public attended an informational public meeting, which was advertised in three local
papers, and held at the Council Ranger District office on November 19, 2008. This meeting was held to
discuss the Crooked River Vegetation Management Project proposal. The ID Team provided background
information on the purpose and need for the project and preliminary project proposals for mechanical
thinning, prescribed fire, and watershed improvements. Comments received during the meeting were
considered during the planning process.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was established between Adams County and the Payette
National Forest. The purpose of the MOU is to provide a framework for cooperation between the Forest
Service and Adams County, Idaho, as a Cooperating Agency, in the planning of the Crooked River Fuels
Management Project on the Council Ranger District. Adams County liaison contacts are invited to
participate in all ID team meetings and document review.

Tribal Consultation

The project scoping letter was submitted to the Nez Perce Tribe on November 6, 2008 using the “Nez
Perce Tribe — US Forest Service Consultation Inquiry Form”. The Tribe did not inquire further regarding
this project.

On November 14, 2008, a scoping letter was sent to the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of Fort Hall. This
document contained a project description and maps. The Tribe did not inquire further regarding this
project.

On December 11, 2008, Dave Hogen, Acting Council District Ranger, presented information regarding
this project to the Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of Duck Valley at the Wings and Roots Meeting.

On February 12, 2009 Maura Laverty, Acting Council District Ranger, received comments on the Project
from the Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of Duck Valley at the Wings and Roots Meeting

List of Recipients of the Crooked River Vegetation Management Project
Environmental Assessment

The following individuals, businesses, and agencies have been sent the Crooked River Vegetation
Management Project EA. This list includes respondents to public meetings, project scoping and comment
period, those who requested copies, and other involved parties. Additional copies of this document are
available by request from the Council Ranger District Office of the Payette National Forest.

Individuals

Casey Anderson, Dick Artley, Rodney Greenwood, Ron C. Hamilton, Harold A. Powers, Jack and Ava
Rubelt, Erik Ryberg, Irene Victory, Ben White, Rod Johnson
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Organizations & Industry

Boise Incorporated - Brad Holt

Center for Biological Diversity

Hells Canyon Preservation Council — Jennifer Schwartz
Idaho Conservation League — John Robison

Idaho Sporting Congress — Ron Mitchell

Jemmett Family Trust

Moonshine Ventures, LLC

Wild West Institute

County Agencies
Adams County Commissioners
Washington County Commissioners

Federal Agencies
US Fish & Wildlife Service — Allison Turner

State Agencies

Department of Environmental Quality - Susan Beattie
Idaho Department of Fish & Game — Jeff Rohlman
Idaho State Parks & Recreation - Jeff Cook

Idaho Power - Wayne Olson

Tribal Contacts

Nez Perce Tribe/Honorable Samuel N. Penney -Tribal Council Chairman

Nez Perce Tribe/Aaron Miles - Natural Resource Director

Nez Perce Tribe/Barbara Greene - Executive Director

Nez Perce Tribe/Dave Johnson - Fisheries Department Manager

Nez Perce Tribe/Vera Sonneck and Patrick Baird - Cultural Resources Program
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes/Honorable Alonzo A. Coby -Tribal Council Chairman
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes/Yvette Tuell - Environmental Program Manager
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes/Carolyn Smith - Heritage Office

Shoshone-Paiute Tribes/Honorable Robert Bear -Tribal Council Chairman
Shoshone-Paiute Tribes/Ted Howard - Director Cultural Resources
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