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ABSTRACT 

In July and August of 1993, staff from the Alaska Archaeological Survey unit of the 
Office of History and Archaeology (OHA), Alaska Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, 
conducted a historic structures survey in the town of Flat, Alaska. Tbe survey was carried out 
under a Cooperative Agreement between the United States Department of Interior, Bureau of 
Land Management and the State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources to document and 
evaluate historic properties associated with the lditarod National Historic Trail. 

Located in southwest Alaska between the Kuskokwim and Yukon rivers, Flat was the 
largest mining camp in the lditarod mining district. Gold was discovered in Otter Creek in the 
winter of 1908 and the town of lditarod developed as the supply center for lhe district. Flat 
began as a small mining camp at the confluence of Flat and Otter creeks. By the 1920s, it 
supplanted lditarod as the supply center and largest town in the lditarod district. The residents 
built the town on mining claims. Flat also became an important destination on the lditarod 
Trail, which linked the remote mining camps and towns between Seward and Nome. Tbe claim 
holders and large scale mining operators blocked efforts to incorporate the town and Flat was 
never platted. Gold mining activity focused on the creeks surrounding PJat until the 1920s, 
when rich gold bearing gravels were discovered under the town. Between the l 920s and the 
1960s, natural disasters artd several mining operators conducted large scale mining within the 
town, forcing merchants and residents to move their buildings. Over the years, mining activity 
transformed the appearance of the town. The buildings, structures and sites that survive 
iUustrate the historic themes of ruining, commerce and community development. 

During the 1993 survey, OBA staff inventoried 110 buildings, structures and sites in the 
town of Flat. They include 26 properties associated with mining activities, 24 properties 
associated with commerce, 61 properties used as residences, and nine properties associated with 
public buildings or facilities, such as the school, hospital, community hall, and post office. 
Ninety-nine of the properties date from 1910 to 1945, including 20 properties from the 1910s, 
36 properties from the 1920s, 39 properties from the 1930s, and four properties from 1940 to 
1945. More than half of Flat's buildings and structures were moved ac least once due to natural 
disasters and mining activities, a:nd many were moved two or three times. The historic fabric 
that remains in Flat is a second or third generation mining camp dating from the l 930s and early 
1940s. The frontier street-scapes of the 1910s have disappeared. 

Thirty-seven properties were inventoried at four mining camps in the immediate area 
around Flat. Buildings, stmctures and sites documented near Flat date from the t 910s to the 
1970s. They include 19 properties associated with the Riley/Otter Creek Camp, six properties 
associated with the Discovery/Peter Miscovi.ch Camp, one structure associated with the Riley 
Dredge, five propcnies associated with the Golden Hom Mine, and six properties associated 
with the Fullerton Camp on lower Flat Creek. These four camps and the Riley Dredge include 
two properties dating from the 19'10s, six properties dating from the 1920s, 14 properties dating 
from the t 930s, and one property dating from 1940-1945. Most of these buildings, structures 
and sites have heen moved, providing additional evidence of a tradition in the Flat area of 
moving buildings and structures. 

ii 



TABLE OF CON'rENIS 

ACKNOWILEDGEME.NTS . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 1 

.ABS'fAACT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ii 

TABLE Of CONTENTS ....................................... iii 

TABLE OF FIGURES ......................................... viii 

l:AB,LE t)F l 'A.B,LES .......................................... xvi 

lN1'lll0 1DlJCTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

I-IlISTORIC CONl''I'EX.'r . . . . . . . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • • . 4 
lrz·troductioM, . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Nature of the' gold deposits and early mi.111i.1tg dev'elopment . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Settlemenl of Flat and ldiw.rotf, 1908-1920 . ............................ 5 
Flat durin·g fhe 192'0s an:d 1'93'()~, .................................. 11 
Flat during and after World War l1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

PREVIOUS CULTl!JRAL RES()URCES INVES'flGATfONS . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 25 

PROPIEJR"fY 'fY'PIES ....•.•...••••..••••...•.......•......•.•• 26 

METHODOLOGY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 

PROPERTY DJESCR]P'nONS lN fLA1C (IDI'-005) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 
Mld-lotvn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 

Conununity Halli {IDT-07'0); . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 30 
Andy Misc;o,vicllt Bair (UYF-071) . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 31 
Duraad Restauran~'/Pairker Bar (IDT.-072)1 • • ., • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 32 
Adams Cab inf Pmrke:r Gemerai.t.or Shed (IIDl-073 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 
Savage/Fullerttm1 Garage, (IDT-0174) ......•....................•• 33 
Gustarfson!Savage/FuUert(Olil House: (IDT-075) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 
AJ!d.erson Hou1se a:nd Post Office (ID'F'-076) .. .•...•.............•... 35 
HillUDmyf Agoff HotFse (,IDT-122) .............................. 36 
Uug.ge:.nfaeim Offi.celUotiEa Ho.use (IID'f-092} ..............••....... 37 
Misco,vidt H'ouse.fUotUa SJ10:p (IID'f-243,) .............•.•... •..... 38 
Gwggenheiim, Hospital/Schooilllllouse (EDT-093,} ....................... 39 
Mutdlller/Miscovich Hous.e {IDT-094) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
Mi1diael'sEMisco:vicll. House {IJDI-095) .............•..•.......... 41 
AwelFul.l.erton Sh.op ODT-096) ...................•..•........ 42 
Mutc:fuJlertUotifatFunterton Dam (FIDT-097) .. . • • • . • • • . . • • . . . . . . • . . . . . 42 
M~t.dl1l:t:-r/Hardl/Uoti!la/ Awe Blacksmith Sill.op (lDT-098) ................ 43 

iii 



DeHouseIKobf.et Baildlirng. (IDT-,099) .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 
Uotil.a/Mamcenl House Rui!ns (IDl -I 00) • . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 
WiMiams Hol!lse (lDT-lOl.) ....................•........•.... 45 

The· l)onrwlley Commerciol Complex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 7 
Donnelley andl Sheppard Store (IDT-077) .............. ........... 47 
DmmeJ.lley and Shep,pard C'oldJ Storage BuiFdiing (IJ[)T-078) ............... 49 
Assay Office (IU'f-079!), .................................... 49 
Tu.me1:IDomneUey Hardlwa.re Warellu:ms:e {]DT-080.) ................... 50 
li)onneUey Gairag~ flDT-08J) ................................. 51 
Dorn1eHey Lumber Walieholllse (]IDT-.082) . . . • • • . . • . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . 51 
DomreUeY' Pipe Warehouse (IDT-083} ........................... 52 
]i)'ormelley!Standardl Oi\1 Warehouse (lDT-084) ...................... 53 
Donnelley House (ID'f-085) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 

Tt.,rn·er and Wao'd Co1111nercial Complex ........•..........•......... 55 
Turne,r andl Wood Store (ED'f-086) ............................. 56 
Tbrmer andl Wood Wa:re,hol!lse #] (IDT-081} . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 
Turner and Wood, Wa.trehouse #2 {tDT-088} ........................ 58 
Adam.s/L.awrence Hote:J and. Bar (IDT-089} ........................ 58 
Adam.s Dog Barn (IDT-090) . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . • . . . . 59 
ACS Wireless, StatioJi'IJ Site. (IDT-091), ............................ 60 

1.ne· M,uhesan/North Ame·rican Dredging, Company Complex . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . • . 62 
Mlatlles:orn House {FD'f-1I02.) •••••..••.•••••.•.•.•.••••..•..•.• 63 
Mat'.hcsou Guesiliouse (IDT -103) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Maithesonl Mess: Halll1 (llDI-· Ul4) . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . 65 
Mad1es:on Storage BuiM!i.ng (IDI-105) ........................... 66 
Mad:ieson Garnge (IDT-106), . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 
Byrd/Stevens Oara1ge (UDT-107)1 •.........•••.•.•.............. 68 
NADC Part, Warehouse (ID1'- l08,) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68 
NAIDC Washroom (EDT-109) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69 
NAJDC Mad:ri:ne Shop (ED1l'-]J 0) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 
NADC Garage (IDT-HO ................................... 71 
NADC Waniigain ODT-H2} .................................. 71 
Balai01g,e C'aqientry Shop UID'f-HJ,) ............................. 72 
Ap:pnebaum1 H'ouse/'S'revens. Garag,e {IDT -] 14) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 73 
Joe Mntcl:tell Cabin (111D'T-t 15) •......•.... ... •.......• .•••.... 74 
NAD:C Drm .Rig (IDT-116) ................................. 75 
Sled on Skidls: (IDT-H1)i ................................... 76 
Ha:t Creek Ditch (fDT-144) . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . • 7 6 

West Fla·t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 
Matbes:on1 Dredge (JJD,J-118) . • . . . • • . • • . • . • • • . • . • • . . . • . . . • • • • • 77 
Jensen:JNAIDC PIUimp. House (FJDJ:_119). .••.•...................... 76 

IV 



Turner/Hatten/Agoff Catsheds (IDT-120) ......................... 79 
Site E-2 .... . ......................................... 80 
Sagoff/Demientieff/Wintz House (IDT-121) ........................ 81 

Flat Creek Road . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83 
FuUenon/Durand/Roper/Byrd House (IDT-133) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83 
Remington/Duffy/Baquir House (IDT-134) ........................ 84 
H,trry Agoff House (lDT-135) ................................ 85 
Ogriz House (IDT-132) ............................ . ....... 86 
Kardanoff/Hatten/Stuver House (IDT-131) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87 
Anderson/Sruver House Ruins (IDT-136) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88 
McConeghy/Balange House Ruins (IDT-137) ................ .. ... . . 89 
Underground Cold Storage Facility (IDT-244) . .... . .... . ........... 90 
Lapp/Williams/Wolf Cabin Site ............................... 91 
Bassoff/Sakow House (IDT-138) ............................. . 9.1 
Donnelley/ ACS Wireless Station ... . ............. . ............. 91 
Becker House Ruins (IDT-139) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92 
Crook/Caughrean/Demieatieff House (IDT-140) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93 
N asb/MiUer House Ruins (IDT-141) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 94 
Site DDDDD .......................................... 95 
Acheson House (Site WWWWW) .............................. 95 
Martin Creek Ditch (IDT-142) ................................ 95 
Guggenheim Machine Shop (IDT-143) ........................... 95 

Southcemra/ Flat .....•... . .... . .......... . .... . •.••........ 97 
Kepler House (IDT-123) ................................... 97 
NADC Office/Flat Post Office (IDT-124) ......................... 99 
Kepler Library/Darkroom (IDT-125) ............................ 99 
Burns/Kepler Workshop (IDT-126) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . lOO 
Parker/Miller/Kepler Guestbouse (IDT-127) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IO 1 
Finn Annie/Burns House (IDT-128) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 02 
Anderson Shed Ruins (IDT-129) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103 
Guggenheim Dredge Bucket Line (IDT-236) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104 
Signal Corps Building (IDT-130) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 04 

Tlie Airstrip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106 
Shaffrick House (IDT-145) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106 
Shaffrick Power Shed (IDT-146) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107 
Pan American Building and Garage (Site RRR) 

and Patterson/Lott House Site (SSS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .108 
Structures BB BBB aod CCCCC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108 
Airstrip Storage Shed (IDT-14 7) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108 
BLM Airstrip Storage Building (IDT-148) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108 
Fullerton Hanger (IDT-149) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109 

V 



D "'L" 1· D' · . J;\eu, , ig· ~z·t : . i.strict . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Wads,worth House Rl!J1i~ (UYl'-150) . . . . • . . • • . • • • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 
Wiintersf'fed1dy H.ouse Rui~ {JlD'f-]51) ........................ . 
l'eait.off/MenzofffScott/Baiker Cabin Site (.1101'-]52) ................. . 
Enut "1Paprika'" Jensen Ho.use Ru.ins (IDT-.tS:3) ••••................. 
Scott/Parker House {IIDT-l54l) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
B,rinkJIFlemings, Cabiini (lDT-·].55} •.•. . ... . .. . ............ . ... . 
AwedWebbeir'/Gt1lmrre/Hubhard!lBdnk Houise; (FDT-156) .. . ..•...... . ... 
Ma£sfuatll/ltlramger/Noanan Garage Sire: (lDT-157} .. . .............. . 
MarshaiUJJLorangertNonnaill\ GaFage (IDT-1 5;8) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Curnmd11gsl Popa.t id1/Lmang,er Cabiloo {IDT-159>) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Finn Annie'/BiHie: Harding; House Site (fD1'- l60) .... . .............. . 
Jelils:em/Milfer/Stutver Cabin. <JID'JI'-161) • •.• . ••...• . .. . ••... . . .. .. 
Swver S'hop/Sba,w111 Ple.ming,s, House (IDT-162) ........... . ....... . 
Jensen/Parker!Stevens/Stu1veir Garaige (IDT-16,J,) •........... . . . ....• 
Dukic:hl'Parker/Jimmy Fltemings Hol!lse: (ID1T-l64) ............. ... .. . 
Pairkerlftemmgs Meat Shed (IDI'-165i} ... . .•.•..•.........•••... 
Nevella/ fo.hnsont!Flem.i1ngs!Craiu1!1r1111.er House {IID'f-166,) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Tumerf PtoydfSteveusfO~,se.n Sb.op, (IDT-167), . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ma11c:eJUDa1fui~/St.evenslf 'rie:nd!Olsem1 House (JDT-168) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Stenbeirg/Gusta:fsowOlsen Shedl (IDT-1691 .......... . ......... ... . 

NorthJtlei,~I Flat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . 
wmramsfBacstrom/Blackwenll/Pie1·soru House (IDT-170). . ..... . ....... . 
Alaisk:a Rnail Commission Repair Shop {fl[)T--t?' I) .... . ..••• .... ....• 
AJas'ka. Roa:dJ Commission Garage (IDT-112) . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 
Gu1lairte,tJ[)ooneUey aud Shepp .. trd Warm St.orage Baiil!dmg (Ill}T-173), ....... . 
Cottonwood. Cemetery (IDT-241) ...................... .. .... . 
Steem/Van1 Lumin!Agoff Ca.lti·in (lDT-246) ... . . . .. . .. .. .... .. .... . 

PROPERTY DESCWP"ll'IONS OlU1STDE OF f .tAI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The: Riley/Otier Creek Dredging Conip'alil~~ Mining Camp (LDT-201) ... .... .... . 

M'essd lann B!Utilding (IDT-202) . .. ... .. .. .................... . 
Pomgram/Aiken/Misc.ovich Guestho.use {IDT-203,) .................. . 
Gem.e:rator Sbed (]l]l)T-204), ..........•............... . ....•• 
.Bunkhouse. 11'1 (UDT-205) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . . 
.Ba,tfuhou.se (IDT-206), . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Btuitkftouse NZ (1DT-207) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bunkhouse #3, (IDT-208) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Offic.e and Woirksb.op (ID'Jl'-209) .........•..•... . ........... . . 
Well House (IDT-210) ................................... . 
DeHol!l!se Resid!ence/Misco'#'fcbl Gairage (JDT-211) .................. . 
Catsihe:d (FD1'-2]2) ...............•.....•...•............ 
Maclline Shop {]DT-2B) ................................. . 
FueE Storage· Shed (IDT-214) ............................... . 

VI 

110 
110 
111 
112 
113 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
124 
125 
126 
127 

129 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
J33 

134 
134 
135 
137 
137 
138 
139 
139 
1.40 
140 
142 
142 
143 
143 
144 



Riley Office/Kobler Cabin (IDT-215) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 
Warehouse (IDT-216) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146 
Golden Horn Powerhouse (IDT-217) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146 
Drilling Shack on Skids (IDT-218) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147 
Site Z . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147 
Miscovich Shovel (IDT-219) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148 

The Discovery/Peter Miscovich Mining Camp (IDT-221) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149 
Bunkhouse (IDT-222) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150 
Workshop and Garage (IDT-223) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151 
Peter Miscovich. Office/Residence (IDT-224) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151 
Parts Shed (IDT-226) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152 
Generator Shed (IDT-225) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153 
Miscovich Blacksmith Shop (IDT-227) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153 

The Riley/Miscovich Dredge (IDT-220) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 154 

The Golden Horn Mine (TDT-228) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155 
Assay Office (IDT-233) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156 
Bunkhouse (IDT-232) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156 
Log Cribbed Vertical Shaft (IDT-229) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157 
Wood Framed Vertical Shaft (IDT-230) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157 
Horizontal Adit (IDT-231) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157 

The Fullerton Mining Camp on Lower Flat Creek (IDT-234) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159 
Small Bunkhouse (IDT-237) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160 
Garage (IDT-238) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160 
Storage Shed (JDT-239) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161 
Outhouse Ruins (IDT-240) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161 
Workshop Ruins (IDT-241) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161 
Fullerton Shed (IDT-242) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162 

EVALUATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163 
Evaluation of properties in Flat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163 
Evaluation of propenies in the mining camps near Flat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J 67 
Potential eligibility under the National Register program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 170 
Additional work needed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 l 

APPENDIX A. LIST OF PROPERTIES IN FLAT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 172 

APPENDIX B. LIST OF PROPERTIES OUTSIDE OF FLAT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 176 

REFERENCES 178 

vii 



TABLE OF FIGURES 

Figure 1. Map of the project area in the lditarod Quadrangle of southwest Alaska. . . . . 1 

Figure 2. Map of miniog camps in the Iditarod area, 1993 ................... 3 

Figure 3. Pack train from Iditarod crossing Otter Creek at Flat, July 4 , 1910 ....... 6 

Figure 4. The town of Flat on Otter Creek, lditarod, Alaska, July 4th, 1910 ........ 7 

Figure 5. Flat City, Alaska, August 1, 1911 • • • • • • • . . • • • . . . . • • • • • . . . . . . . 8 

Figure 6. Flat City with Otter Creek in foreground, 1914 .................... 9 

Figure 7. Main Street in Flat, looking west, prior to the 1924 fire . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Figure 8. The Donnelley and Sheppard complex, including the Store (right), the 
Assay Building (center), and the Standard Oil Warehouse (right), 1930 12 

Figure 9. Flat about 1933 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Figure 10. The Riley Dredge operating on lhe east side of Flat, 1937 or 1938 . . . . . . 16 

Figure 11. Fourth of July celebration in Flat, 193 7 or I 938 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Figure 12. Flat in 1993, with the Matheson Dredge in the 
foreground. The view is looking east . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Figure 13. Map showing nine geographic areas of Flat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

Figure 14. Map of mid*town Flat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 

Figure 15. The west and south elevations of the Community Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 

Figure 16. The ruins of the Andy Miscovich Bar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Figure 17. The ruins of the Joe Parker Bar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

Figure 18. The Adams Cabin/Parker Generator Shed ............. . ........ 33 

Figure 19. The Savage/Fullerton Garage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 

Figure 20. The Gustafson/Savage/Fullerton House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 34 

viii 



Figure 21. The Alderson House . .................................. 35 

Figure 22. The lliU/Day/ Agoff House ....•......................... . 37 

Figure 23. The Guggenheim Office/Uotila House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 

Figure 24. The Miscovich House/Uotila Shop ............. .. .......•... 38 

Figure 25. The Guggenheim Hospital/Schoolhouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39 

Figure 26. The Mutchler/Miscovich House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 

Figure 27. Michaels/Miscovich House ..................... . ..... .. . . 41 

Figure 28. The Awe/Fullerton Shop ............................ . .. . 42 

Figure 29. The Mutchler/Uotila/Fullerton Ba.rn .•.. ... . . ..•...•. . • . .... . 43 

Figure 30. The Mutchler/Hard/Uotila/ Awe Blacksmith Shop ...... . . . ........ 43 

Figure 31. The DeHouse/Kobler Storage Building . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 

Figure 32. Ruins of the Uotila/Marcell House ......................... . 4S 

Figure 33. The Williams House ... ... ................... . .... . .... 46 

Figure 34. Map of the Donnelley Commercial Complex . ................... 47 

Figure 35. The Donnelley and Sheppard Store . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . 48 

Figure 36. The Donnelley and Sheppard. Cold Storage Building ............. . .. 49 

Figure 37. The Assay Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 

Figure 38. The Turner/Donnelley Hardware Warehouse ................... . 51 

Figure 39. The Donnelley Garage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 

Figure 40. The Donnelley Lumber Warehouse ......................... . .52 

Figure 41. The Donnelley Pipe Warehouse ............................ 52 

Figure 42. The Donnelley/Standard Oil Warehouse ....................... 53 

ix 



Figure 43. The Donnelley House .................................. 54 

Figure 44. Map of the Turner and Wood Commercial Complex ............... 55 

Figure 45. The Turner and Wood Store ......................... . .... 56 

Figure 46. The Turner and Wood Warehouse #1 ...•.................... 57 

Figure 47. The Tu.mer and Wood Warehouse #2 ..................... ... 58 

Figure 48. The Adams/Lawrence Hotel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 

Figure 49. The ruins of the Adams Dog Barn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 

Figure 50. Ruins of the ACS Wireless Station near Otter Creek ............... 61 

Figure 51. Map of the Matheson/NADC Complex ........................ 62 

Figure 52. The Matheson House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 

Figure 53. The Matheson Guestl1ouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 

Figure 54. The Matheson Wood Sheds ............................... 65 

Figure 55. The Matheson Mess Hall and Cook's Quarters .•.............. . .. 65 

Figure 56. The Matheson Storage Building ........................ . .. . 67 

Figure 57. Matheson Garage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 

Figure 58. Byrd/Stevens Garage ................................... 68 

Figure 59. The NADC Parts Warehouse ............................. . 69 

Figure 60. The N ADC Washroom . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69 

Figure 61. The NADC Machine Shop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 70 

Figure 62. The NADC Garage .................................... 71 

Figure 63. The NADC Wanigaa ................................... 72 

Figure 64. The Balange Carpentry Shop .............................. 73 

X 



Figure 65. The Applebaum House/Stevens Garage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 

Figure 66. The Joe Mitchen Cabin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 

Figure 67. The NADC Drill Rig .................................. 75 

Figu.re· 68. Sled on Skids ........................... ,, ........... '76 

Figure 69. Map of west Flat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 

Figure 70. The Matheson Dredge .................................. '78 

Figure 71. The Jensen/NADC Pump House ............................ 79 

Figure 72. The Turner/Hatten/Agoff Catsheds .......................... 180 

Figure 73. The Sagoff/Demientieff/Wintz House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,81 

Figure 74. Dave Wintz·s Workshop ......................•......... 82 

Figure 75. Map of Flat Creek Road ................................ :83 

Figure 76. The Fullerton/Durand/Roper/Byrd House ...................... 84 

Figure 77. The Remington/Duffy/Baquir House ................. ..... ... 85 

Figure 78. The Harry Agoff House ................................. 86 

Figure 79. The Ogriz House ..................................... 87 

Figure 80. The Kardanoff/Hatten/Stuver House ......................... 88 

Figure 81. The Anderson/Stuver House Ruins .......................... 89 

Figure 82. The McConeghy/Balange House ......•..................... 8:9 

Figure 83. The entcy to the Underground Cold Storage Facility . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 

Figure 84. The Bassoff/Sakow House ............................... '91 

Figure 85. Cap Becker's log and wood frame shed ....................... 93 

Figure 86. The Crook/Caughrean/Demientieff House ...................... 93 

xi 



Figure 87. The Nash/Miller House ..............................•.. '94 

figure 88. The Guggenheim Machine Shop ................... .. ....... 96 

.Figure 89. Map of soutbcentral Flat ................................ ,97 

Figure 90. The Kepler House .................................... 9,8 

Figure 91. The NADC Office/Flat Post Office .......................... 99 

Figure 92. The Kepler Library/Dark.room . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 

Figure 93. The Burns/Kepler Workshop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 

Figure 94. The Parker/Miller/Kepler Guesthouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . UH 

Figure 95. The Finn Annie/Burns House ........................ . ..• 102 

Figure 96. The Anderson Shed Ruins .............................. Hl3 

Figure 97. The Guggenheim Dredge Buckets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104 

Figure 98. The Signal Corps Building . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105 

Figure 99. Map of the west end of the Flat Airstrip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106 

Figure 100. The Shaffrick House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . W1 

Figure 101. The Shaffrick Power Shed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.8 

Figure 102. The Airstrip Storage Shed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108 

Figure 103. The BLM Airstrip Storage Building . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . !09 

Figure 104. The Fullerton Hanger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109 

Figure 105. Map of the Red Light District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . HO 

Figure 106. The ruins of the Wadsworth House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111 

Figure 107. The ruins of the Winters/Teddy House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111 

Figure 108. The Teatoff/Menzoff/Scott/Baker Cabin Site . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . 112 

XII 



Figure 109. The Emil "Paprika" Jensen House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113 

Figure 110. The Scott/Parker House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 114 
. 

Figure 111. The Brink/Flemings Log Cabin . . . . . • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115 

Figure 112. The Awe/Weber/Gularte/Hubbard/Brink House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116 

Figure 113. The Marsha.U/Loranger/Nonnan Garage Site . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117 

Figure 114. The Marshall/Loranger/Norman Garage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117 

Figure 115. TJ1e CUmmings/Popavich/Loranger Cabin . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 118 

Figure 116. The Cummings Dog Barn .............................. 119 

Figure 117. The Finn Annie/Billie Harding House Ruins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119 

Figure 118. The Jensen/Miller/Stuver House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 120 

Figure 119. The Stuver Shop/Shawn Flemings House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121 

Figure 120. The Jensen/Parker/Stevens/Stuver Garage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122 

Figure 121. The Dukich/Parker/Jimmy Flemings House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12-3 

Figure 122. The Parker/Flemings Meat Shed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124 

Figure 123. The Nevella/Johnson/Flemings/Crammer House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124 

Figure. 124. The Turner/Floyd/Stevens/Olsen Shop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125 

Figure 125. The Marcell/Dahl/Stevens/Friend/Olsen House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126 

Figure 126. The Stenberg/Gustafson/Olsen Shed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127 

Figure 127. Map of northwest Flat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129 

Figure 128. The Williams/Bacstrom/B.lackwell/Pierson House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130 

Figure 129. The ARC Repair Shop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 

Figure 130. The ARC Garage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132 

xiii 



Figure 131. The Gularte/Donnelley and Sheppard Wann Storage Building . . . . . . . . 132 

Figure 132. Aerial view of the Riley/Otter Creek Mining Camp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .134 

Figure 133. Map of the Riley/Otter Creek Mining Camp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135 

Figure 134. The Mess Hall Building at the Riley/Otter Creek Camp . . . . . . . . . . . . D 6 

Figure 135. The Pomgran/Aiken/Miscovich Guesthouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l31 

Figure 136. The Generator Shed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BS 

Figure 13 7. Bunkhouse # 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 138 

Figure 138. The Bathhouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1:39 

Figure 139. Bunkhouse #2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140 

Figure 140. Bunkhouse #'3 •....•. . ...•.•.•...•••••...••.......•. 140 

Figure 141. The Office and Workshop .Building . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141 

Figure 142. The Well House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142 

Figure 143. The DeHouse Residence/Miscovich Garage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143 

Figure 144. The Machine Shop (center) and additions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144 

Figure 145. The Fuel Storage Shed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144 

Figure 146. The Riley Office/Kobler Cabin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 

Figure 14 7. The Warehouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 146 

Figure 148. The Golden Hom Powerhouse ............................ 146 

Figure 149. The Drill Shack on Skids . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147 

Figure 150. The Miscovich Shovel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14:8 

Figure 151. Map of the Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149 

Figure 152. Peter Miscovich panning gold concentrates during a cleanup, 1935 . . . . . no 

xiv 



Figure 153. The Bunkhouse at the Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp . . . . . . . . . . . . 150 

Figure l54. The Workshop and Garage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151 

Figure l 55. The Peter Miscovich Office/Residence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152 

Figure 156. The Parts Shed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 152 

Figure 157. The Generator Shed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153 

Figure 158. The Miscovich Blacksmith Shop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153 

Figure 159. The Riley/Miscovich Dredge . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 154 

Figure 160. Map of the Golden Horn Mine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155 

Figure 161. The Golden Horn Assay Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156 

Figure 162. Tbe Golden Horn Bunkhouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157 

Figure 163. Wood Framed Shaft (center) and Log Cribbed Shaft (right) . . . . . . . . . . 158 

Figure 164. Map of tbe ·Fullerton ·Mining Camp on lower Flat Creek . . . . . . . . . . . . 159 

Figure 165. Small Bunkhouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160 

Figure 166. The Garage at the Fullerton Camp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160 

Figure 167. The Fullerton Storage Shed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161 

Figure 168. The ruins of the Fullerton Work Shop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162 

Figure 169. The ruins of the Fullerton Work Shop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162 

Figure 170. Map of buildings, structures and features recorded in Flat during 1993 . . . 166 

xv 



1' ABLE OF TABLES 

Table 1. Historic uses by geograpfuic airrea. of pmpenres inventoried in Hat . . . . . . . . 163 

TahJle 2. Dates of construction of bailfdings,~ structuFes aindl s,ites im the· town of Hait . . 164 

Table 3. Flat historic resomrces nhat b.,we bee.n. moved . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165 

TaiMe 41. HistOFi'c uses of properties, inventoried in the· camps: omside of Flat . . . . 167 

Jab le 5. Daitres of constru.cnion of buildings,, s.tructures: 
and s,ites i1t11 four mining camps nea1Jr Flat 168 

Ta.bile 6. Historic resources in mming camps neali' fifat that. have been moved . . . . . . 169 

XVI 



INTRODUCTION 

During the summer of 1993, staff from the Office of History and Archaeology of the 
J\laska Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation spent four weeks conducting a historic 
buildings survey in Flat, Alaska. This work was carried out under a Cooperative Agreemem 
hetween the United States Department of Interior, Bureau of Land Management and. the State 
of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources to document and evaluate historic properties 
associated with the Iditarod 
National Historic Trail. 

Flat is located in 
southwest Alaska between 
the Yukon and Kuskokwim 
rivers (Figure 1). The 
project area is 280 air miles 
northwest of Anchorage. 
Flat is situated at the 
confluence of Flat and Otter 
creeks. eight miles southeast 
of the ghost town of 
lditarod. Otter Creek nows 
west into the Iditarod River, 
which in turn flows into the 
Innoko and Yukon Rivers. 

The project area is 
located in the Kuskokwim 
Mountains. The topography 
includes a succession of 
northeast trending ridges 
with broadly rounded 
summits and gentle slopes. 
The valleys are broad and 
sediment-filled to form tlat 
floors. The lowlands are 
drained by small streams. 
The vegetation consists of 
upland forests, including 
white spruce, birch, aspen, 
and balsam poplar, and 
black spruce on north-facing 
slopes and poorly drained 
flat areas. Typical under­
growth species are willow, 
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Figure 1. Map of the project area in the lditarod 
Quadrangle of southwest Alaska. 
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alder, ferns, rose, high bush cranbeny, Iingonberry, raspberry, currant, Labrador tea and 
horsetail. 

The lemperatures average from 37° to 68° Fahrenheit (F) in summer and from -11° to 
20° F in the winter. Extremes range from -61° to 90° F. Annual precipitation averages 18 
inches includjng 56 inches of snow (Selkregg 1976:20, 70, 189). 

Flat is noc connected by road to other western Alaskan communities or the Alaska state 
road network. 'Ibirty-six miles of secondary roads in the area link Flat a_nd outlying mining 
camps. That includes an eight mile road between Flat and lditarod that was impassable by 
vehicle during the summer of 1993. Flat has a 4,900' airstrip that is long enough for C-130 and 
DC-6 aircraft to land. The airstrip serves as the local transportation hub. McGralh, located 75 
air miles to the northeast, is the nearest regional air transportation huh. Access to the project 
area is possible by boat. in the summer by way of the Yukon River, the Innoko River (560 miles) 
and the Iditarod River (125 miles) to lditarod. The advent of air transportation in Lhe 1920s 
gradually supplanted river access. Overland access during the winter is possible over segments 
of the I<lita:rod Trail . but winter transportation is I imited to local and recreational traffic. 

The region is sparsely populated. Flat has been occupied continuously since 1909. 
During the winter of 1992-1993, only six people lived in Flat during the winter. The population 
in the area increases to 20-30 during the summer due to gold mining exploration and production. 
Six families have small mining operations in the area around Flat, but most people reside 
elsewhere in Alaska or in the lower 48 states. They rely on Flat's airstrip and postal services 
to carry on their mining operations. Another 10-15 people own buildings in Flat, but use them 
seasonally for hunting, trapping, or recreation. Mining is the principal economic activity in the 
area. Subsistence and recreational activities have played only a minor rofo in the area 's 
economy in recent years . 

Flat was never incorporated as a local government and the town was never platted. The 
Land underlying the town is owned by the federal government and is tied up in mining claims. 
In the past. mining claim holders and large mining companies opposed incorporating the town 
or platting the land to preserve their rights to mine the placer claims under the town. 

The principal goals of the 1993 Flat historic building survey were to inventory the 
historic buildings and structures in the town and to coHect information about local history and 
the built environment. The highest priority was collection of data aboul the buildings and 
structures. A secondary priority was to inventory buildings and collect data on nearby mining 
camps and the ghost town of lditarod. Limitations on transportation between Flat and lditarod 
allowed the crew to spend only two <.Jays at lditarod. The results of the partial inventory of 
lditarod will be presented in a separate report Four mining camps near Flat (Figure 2) were 
partially or fully inventoried during the 1993 field season. They included the Riley /Otter Creek 
Dredging Company Camp, the Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp, the Golden Hom Camp, an<.1 
the Fullerton Camp on lower Flat Creek. The resources documented in those four camps are 
included in this report. 

The cul rural resources survey crew from the Office of History and Archaeology consisted 
of project leader Rolfe Buzzell (historian, Ph.D), Steve Posgate (historian. MA), and college 
hi.story interns Darrell Lewis and Ursula Schwaiger. Volunteer Dean Littlepage and BLM 
archaeologist Julia Steele also assisted with the field work for short periods. 
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HISTORIC CONTEXT 

Introduction 

The town of Flat is associated with the development of gold mining and settlement in the 
lditarod Mining District. It is aJso associated with the Iditarod National Historic Trail. Flat 
started as a mining camp in 1908 in the shadow of the town of lditarod, the supply center for 
the new mining district. ln the 1910s, the town of ld.itarod went jato dedine as Flat emerged 
as the principal mining camp. Flat replaced Iditarod as the main supply town and population 
center of the district in the early 1920s. During the 1920s and 1930s, the physical layout of Flat 
changed due to natural disasters and mining within lhe town's boundaries. Merchants, 
businessmen and residents were forced to move their buildings and homes as draglines and 
dredges mined the ground on which the town had been built. World War II practically brought 
mining in the lditarod district to a halt. Mining resumed after World War II, but Flat gradually 
declined as th_e richest placer deposits were worked out. 

Nature of the gold deposits and early mining development 

Understanding the nature of gold deposits on Flat and Otter creeks is necessary to explain 
the mining history and its effect on the town of Flat. Prospecting for gold in the lower Yukon 
and Kuskokwim river drainages began in the 1880s and accelerated with the Klondike and Nome 
gold rushes in the lace 1890s. Prospectors found placer gold on Ganes Creek, a tributary of the 
lnnoko River, in the summer of 1906. News of that strike caused a stampede of miners, 
resulting in discoveries on Ophir Creek in 1906 and Ruby Creek the fol.lowing year. In the 
winter of 1908, prospectors William A. Dikeman and John Beaton went up the Haiditarod 
(lditarod) River and prospected on Otter Creek. On Christmas Day they discovered gold 12 
miles above the mouth of Otter Creek and two miles above its confluence with Flat Creek 
(Mertie and Harrington 1924: 109; Mertie 1933:217). On the way to Ophir to record their find 
in early 1909, Dikeman and Beaton reponed the discovery to the crew of a steamship bound for 
Fairbanks (Mackey 1988:82). 

Once news of the discovery reached Fairbanks, it took little time for a stampede to start. 
Prospector Lawrence Ramus discovered gold on Plat Creek on November 5, 1909, prompting 
a rush to that creek during the summer of 1910 (BLM 1982:88). Mining activity concentrated 
along 2.25 miles of Otter Creek and on the lower reaches of Flat Creek several miles above its 
mouth (B.rooks 1911 :44-45). The district was originally known as the Otter Mining District, 
which encompassed Flat, lditarod, Discovery and a number of camps in the immediate area. 
Flat Creek held the richest placer deposits. Miners staked the first claims in the vicinity of Flat 
in 1909 on what is now known as the Glen Association claims just south of Flat. The Marietta 
Claim on upper Flat Creek proved to be the richest claim in the district. Values averaged 
$13.50 per square foot at 1909 gold prices (Carter 1988:48.50). Flat Creek quickly became the 
jewel of the district. 

While Flat Creek contained the richest gold deposits, the gold bearing gravels on Otter 
Creek were unusually wide, particularly near its confluence with Flat Creek. Otter Creek's pay 
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streak varied from 1,200 feet wide on the Glen Association claims to 2,000 feet wide near the 
mouth of Flat Creek. making Otter Creek one of the widest pay streaks in North America 
(Gularte 1992: 1). Starting in Flat, the pay streak extended 1. 5 miles up Otter Cre.ek (Mertie. 
1933:7-14). Flat and Otter creeks became the largest producing streams in the lditarod district 
and eventually accounted for an estimated 1,067,000 ounces, or about 65 percent of the total 
gold production of the area between 19 I 5 and 1990 (Bundtzen et al. 1992 :22). 

Early mining methods included steam powered hoisting engines and manual labor. 
The miners removed the overburden, excavated stream deposits, lifted the gold bearing gravels 
to washing plants, passed it through sluices, and removed tailings (Madd:ren 1911 :261). The 
stampede drew laborers in large numbers, prompting miners in Fairbanks to play down the 
imponance of the find in order to stem the flow of laborers from the Fairbanks area (lditarod 
Pioneer, April 8, 1911). By late 1910, 3,000-4,000 people were working in the district 
(Miscovich 1995:1-2; Carter 1988: 10). Sixteen operations in the vicinity of Flat and Otter 
cree.ks employed 250 men and produced about $500,000 in gold. This increased to 850 meu and 
about $2,500,000 in 1911 (Bundtzen et al. 1992:18). 

Settlement of Flat and lditarod. 1908-1920 

The new district was initially supplied from a hastily built town called Otter City at the 
mouth of Otter Creek. Prospectors poled boats carrying equipment and supplies up Otter Creek 
to the mining camps. The town of Iditarod, which. was downstream from Otter City at the. head 
of navigation on the Iditarod. River, was established in June 1909. lditarod rapidly displaced 
Otter City as the district's supply center. Fuel, food, machinery, parts, building materials and 
·other necessities came by boat. From lditarod, horses carried supplies and equipment eight 
miles overland to the mining camps (Figure 3). By September 1910, over l tOOO tons of supplies 
and equipment had arrived in Iditarod and 5,000 tons were on the way (Carter 1988:10). In 
1910, the recording office for the Otter Mining District was established at lditarod (Mackey 
1988:89, 102). Most of the mining activity was in the vicinity of the confluence of Flat and 
Otter creeks. Several mining camps, including Flat and Discovery, quickly grew into town_s. 

The first miners set up tents along the banks of Flat Creek. near their claims. Frank 
Stanley built a roadhouse at the mouth of Flat Creek on June 7, 1910, and is credited with. the 
founding of Flat. He was so successful that in a short time he expanded his business (Figure 
4). Other people established businesses at the site (Mackey 1989:117). Flat started as a small 
scatter of tents. Soon businesses and residences stood on the south side of Otter Creek and the 
west side of Flat Creek, near the present location of the Matheson Dredge (Miscovich 1995:1-2). 
Within two months, the camp had a population of 1,000, three roadhouses, and an assortment 
of businesses and dry goods stores, shops, laundries, bars, blacksmiths, and restaurants (BLM 
1982:88). The residents named the town after Flat Creek. At first the town was characterized 
by tents, log buildings. and muddy streets. As the community grew, th.e merchants and residents 
constructed wood frame buiklingsand wooden sidewalks. Within two years, Flat and the nearby 
community of Discovery housed most of the miners and small businesses that serviced the 
mining industry in the district (Bundtze.n et al. 1992:20). 
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Figure 3. Pack train from Iditarod crossing Otter Creek at Flat, July 4, 1910. 
Photo courtesy of the Special Collections Division, University of Washington Libraries. 

In 1912, the Yukon Gold Dredging Company, owned by the Guggenheims, purchased 
and leased a large number of mining claims on Flat Creek. The company installed an electric 
powered, bucket line, stack.er dredge on the Marietta claims on apper Flat Creek, two to three 
miles above its mouth (Eakin 1913:303). The arrival of the Guggenheim interests signaled a 
major transfoanation for mining in the district and the character of the town of Flat. The dredge 
inaugurated large-scale, mechanized, mining in the district. It signaled a decline in the number 
of small scale opera.tions using hand rnining methods. A tram with wooden rails was built from 
Iditarod to Flat to transport the components of the Guggenheim Dredge to Flat. The tram 
substantially lowered transportation costs between the head of navigation on the lditarod River 
and the mining camps in the Otter Creek valley. The massive Guggenheim operation prompted 
a rapid expansion of the town of Flat. The. company built offices, housing and maintenance 
facilities in and around Flat. 

ln a short. time, Flat businessmen established most of the amenities of a modern town. 
Early p.hotographs show power poles and lines that carried electricity throughout the town. The 
town's location at the center of mining activity aml eight miles south of lditarod at the end of 
the tram line made it a logical distri-bution center for the surrounding mining camps. According 
to early photographs of Flat, First Street ran east to west parallel to a meander of Otter Creek. 
Second Street was located south of First Street. Two-story log strucrures and wuod frame 
buildings with false fronts lined First and Second streets (Figure 5). Businesses incJu.ded the 
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Figure 4. The town of Flat on Otter Creek, Iditarod, Alaska, July 4th, 1910. Photo 
courtesy of the Special Collections Division, University of Washington Libraries. 

Miners and Merchants Bank, the C.T. Suter General Merchandise Store, the Arcade Restaurant, 
the Guggenheim Hospital, and the Home Hotel. Cigar stores, laundries, baths, and dental 
practices also located in Flat. The horse drawn tram from Iditarod a.nd a rough wagon road 
entered Flat from the west. The tram stopped at the end of Second Street while the road entered 
First Street near the hospital. Residences were generally located on or near Flat Creek Road, 
the principal north-south street. Like the business district, the residential area consisted of log 
and wood frame structures. A few cabins stood on tl1e north side of Otter Creek. They were 
connected with the rest of the town by a footbridge. 

By 1912, the population of Flat., not including miners on the surrounding creeks, dropped 
to about 300. In addition to the Guggenheim Dredge, eight other operations worked on upper 
Flat Creek. The number of workers mining on Flat Creek was around 400. Miners on Otter 
Creek used scrapers and hydraulic plants in open cut mines. On Otter Creek, ten operations 
employed 450 men on three claims. Six other streams were worked, bringing the total numbe_r 
employed in mining in the district to about 975 (Eakin 1913:303). Mjning activity peaked in 
the district in 1912. with a total of 36 mining operations. Gold production for the district 
increased from 24,187 ounces in 1910 to 169,312 ounces in 1912 (Bundtzen er al. 1992:18), 
A number of small operators combined and invested in large-scale equipment. ln 1914, the Riley 
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Figure S. The· town of Flat, August 1, 1911. Lomen photo 
courtesy of the Anchorage Museum of .History and Art. 

and Marston Company installed a gas powered dredge on Otter Creek. Two years later John 
Beaton and Harry Donnelley began operating a gas powered dredge on BJack Creek two miJes 
east of Flat (Smith 1917:54; Brooks 1918:58-59). 

The shift from small scale to large-scale mining technology had .repercussions for the 
development of Flat. As the richest and most accessible ground was mined out, big companies 
purchased the most promising claims and invested capital to purchase large-scale mining 
equipment. Many small scale mine.rs became discouraged at their diminishing returns and left 
the district. Others opted to work for wages for large-scale operators or drop out of mining to 
start businesses. Large-scale mining required mechanics, machinists and other specialized 
workers as well as businesses to feed,, house and entertain the laborers that thawed the frozen 
ground, tended ditches, and operated the dredges. The new commercial activicy generated by 
large-scale dredging gave the town of Flat a new stability in the 1910s. As the number of 
independent miners working on the creeks declined, the number of wage laborers and new 
businesses in Flat grew. During this period, Flat's business district had three general stores, a 
jewelry store, a haberdashery, an Arctic Brotherhood Hall, a Moose Hall, four saloons, a 
jewelry store, a hospital, a hotel, a pool hall and card room, several restaurants, and the Agency 
American Bank (Bagoy 1995: 138, 139; McDonald 1969: 16). The Guggenheims built ware-
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houses, a machine shop, a huge power plant, a hospital and other facilities in Flat during these 
years. Dredges later destroyed the nearby town of Discovery by dredging the ground under the 
town. The residents of Discovery moved to Flat. 

Flat bad an active "red light" district in the 1910s with at least 15 prostitutes. These 
women were known by colorful nicknames such as the "Irish Queen," "Beef Trust," ;'White 
Rat, 11 "Three Dog Annie," "Kitty the Bitch," "Pie Face," "Queen," "Bull Dog," "Modie," 
"Talkeetna Red, ti "Tootsie, 11 ''Black Bear," and "Oregon Mare". Many of the women worked 
in Dawson, Fairbanks and other mining camps before coming to Flat. Some, such as "Tootsie," 
wh.o was a black woman, worked first in lditarod and moved to Flat as lditarod declined. ln 
keeping with the tradition established in other Alask.an mining communities, Flat's houses of 
prostitution were confined to a.n area away from the business and residential districts. During 
the 1910s, the red light district was located.just west of town and east of the Bagoy farm (Figure 
6). The cribs, as their places of business were called. tended to be small buildings during FlaCs 
early years. Although prostirutes were prohibited from plying their trade within the town's 

Figure 6. The town of Flat with Otter Creek in the foreground, 1914. The view is 
looking ea~t. The red light district is just above the bridge. The Job.11 Bagoy 

family farm, located west of Flat and south of Otter Creek, is in the center. 
Clemons photo courtesy of the Anchorage Museum. of History and Art. 
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boundaries, during Flat's early years they visited the town and attended social gatherings such 
as community dances (Bagoy 1995: 138). 

The lditarod Trail was important in Flat's development, given the community's isolated 
location in western Alaska, the long winters, and the seasonally frozen waterways. During the 
winter months, the trail was the only transportation link between Flat, other Alaskan 
communities and the outside world. The Iditarod Trail began in 1910 wbea tbe Alaska Road 
Commission blazed a trail from Seward to Nome by way of the Innoko and lditarod mining 
districts . The government established a post office in Flat in 1912 (U.S. Postal Records 1912). 
Dog sleds carried the winter mail, passengers, and, occasionally, gold throughout the 191 Os and 
early 1920s. Mail carriers arrived in Flat every Saturday afternoon from McGrath and the dogs 
were sheltered. in specially modified dog barns. Dog and horse drawn sleds transported 
equipment, supplies and wood over local or "feeder" routes of the lditarod Trail during the 
winters. Miners occasionally transported equipment to Flat by dog sled, althou,gh most heavy 
equipment came into the district during the summer months by boat through lditarod (Fullerton 
1995:116. 117). 

Gold production and the numher of people living in the lditarod mining district peaked 
in 1912. In 1913, production in the d.iscrict dropped to 89,977 ounces and the number of people 
employed dropped to 750 (Bundtzen et at. 1992:18). The population of Flat averaged 700-800 
people through the early and mid 1910s (Bagoy 1995:140). Many miners left the district in 
1917 and 1918 to sign up for the military during World War I (Bundtzen et al. 1992:22). 
Mining production declined to less than a quarter of the 1912 figures: only about 90 men worked 
at mining in the district (Brooks and Martin 1921 :92). Discouraged by low returns of gold, the 
Guggenheims closed down their operation and dismantled their Yukon Gold Dredge in 1918 only 
a few hundred yards southeast of Flat. A gold strike in Ruby drew additional miners 'from the 
lditarod mining camps (Herms 1965:37). Gold production came primarily from the two 
remaining dredges in the Otter Creek drainage and a few hydraulic operations on Otter and Flat 
creeks. Flat's population dropped to around 500 in the late teens (Bagoy 1995:1-140). The 
growth of the business sector in Flat partially offset the population decline until the end of World 
War I? when gold production and the number of people employed in area mining began to 
increase again. 

Flat's gradual decline in population in the 1910s contrasted with the steep decline in 
lditarod, Promoters ancJ merchants had overestimated the mineral wealth in the district and 
overbuilt facilities in lditarod. lditarod's status as the traoshipment, supply center, and seat of 
local government was short lived . . By .1918, the population of the district declined to half the 
number of people present during the stampede (Martin 1920:48). Business receipts in lditarod 
during 1918 dropped to a third of their 1917 total. By 1920, the po·puJation of the town of 
lditarod was about 50 (Mackey 1989: 1 IO, 122). Equipment and supplies landed at lditarod were 
often hauled directly to Flat. Warehouses, commercial buildings, and houses were moved on 
skids in the winter from lditarod to Flat. .Bolstered by close proximity to the mines, Flat 
prospered at the expense of lditarod. Flooding and rechannel.ing of the lditarod River in 1922 
left the town of lditarod on a shallow oxbow slough. The town was vinually abandoned by the 
late 1920s. 

10 



Flat during the 1920s and 1930s 

The 1920s and 1930s was a time of decline, consolidation, and change for Flat. After 
1917, the building boom that had transformed Stanley's Roadhouse into a bust.ling town died. 
Many of the structures that appeared in Flat after that date were moved from Iditarod and 
Discovery. The later was destroyed when the Riley Dredge mined claims u:ndedying that town 
in the late 1910s. The service industry in Flat that supported mining also suffered during the 
end of the decade . . Fires, flooding, intense mining activity within the town, construction of new 
facilities, and the relocation of buildings to the community altered Flat's appearance. 

Flat :had a number of fires that did varying amounts of damage. On May 3, 1913, a fire 
broke out in the Home Hotel. It spread quickly , destroying the e.ntire husiness district (Mackey 
1988:119). A fire in 1924 started in Durand's Cafe on First Street (Figure 7) and consumed 
most of the commercial buildings on First and Second streets. Among the buildings destroyed 
were Durand's cafe, Gularte's Dry Goods Store, Donnelley and Sheppard's Store, and the 
Moose Hall (Fullerton 1995:1-109). After the fire. only one major two-story structure remained 
in the husiness distdct. Local residents saved several one-story buildings in the downtown area, 
including the Mutchler/Uotila/Fullerton Barn (AHRS Number IDT-097). 1 

Figure 7. Main Street in Flat, looking west, prior to the 1924 fire. 
Photo courtesy of Mark Kepler, Flat, Alaska. 

1 'The AJa.ska .Heritage Resources Survey (AHRS) is the state-wide inventory of prehistoric and historic sites 
in Alaska. 
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After the fire, the central business district shifted to the east. Some businesses bid.lit new 
buildings while others moved buildings from Jditarod and Discovery. Harry DonneU~y a,nd 
Harry Sheppard built new and larger facilities. Donnelley was an aggressive businessma1n and 
part owner of one of two dredges operating in the area. In the late 1920s, he developed a 
commercial complex lhat included a combination store and bank building (IDT-077) 1i.Uild a 
number of warehouses (Figure 8). Donnelley bu1lt the store/bank building and moved most of 
the warehouses to Flat from lditarod. Residents combined. resources to rebuild the Community 
Hall in 1925 (IDT-070). Other businessmen moved residential structures to the new commercial 
district and converted them to businesses. For example, Andy Miscovich purchased bis 1br.o1her 
Peter's old. home, moved it to its present location, and opened it as lhe new Branch Pool HaJJ 
(IDT-071) (Miscovich 1995:1-6). Residents moved olher buildings, such as the Mutchle:r/UotilaJ 
Fullerton. Barn (JDT-097), out of the commercial section of town after the fire. 

Periodic flooding on Otter Creek also impacted Flat. Warm spells and sudden thaw:s 
during winters caused glaciation on Otter Creek. Melting snow ran over the ice, occasionaUy 
'flooding low lying areas on the south side of Otter Creek (Agoff 1995:207). The filood:ing 
prompted. business owners and residents in the affected areas to move buildings to bi,gber 
ground. The new Community Hall, which was constructed in a low spot near Otter Creek, wa:s 

Figure 8. The Donnelley and Sheppard complex, including the Store (left), 
Assay Building (center) and Standard Oil Wareholllse (right) , 1930. 

Photo courtesy of John Miscovkh, Flat, Alaska. 

12 



moved to its present location in the 1944 after it was damaged during flooding in 1942 (Agoff 
1995 :217). During the 1930s, the Alderson family moved their home and the post office (IDT-
076) up the hill directly to the south of where the building was originally located. The Fullerton 
House (IDT-133) was also moved from the south edge of Otter Creek to higher ground in the 
1930s (Miscovicb 1995:IV-52; Fullerton 1995:1-113). 

Flat was hastily built on mining claims, whlch bad major consequences for the town. 
Claim holders allowed merchants and residents to build on their mining claims on condition that 
the occupantll move if the claim holders wanted to mine the claims. Mining initially focused on 
upper Flat Creek and by 1912 the thriving town was nearly the size of lditarod (Polk 1912 :257). 
In December 1912. a town commission was organized in Flat to oversee the community prior 
to a planned incorporation vote. The arrival of the Guggenheim interests disrupted attempts to 
fonn a local government and a vote on incorporation never occurred (Mackey 1988:118). The 
Guggenheims acquired every claim on lower Plat Creek, including those beneath the town. 
They brought in a dredge and proceeded to mine much of lower Flat Creek, including tbe 
soul.hem end of the town. The Guggenheims started a trend of acquisition and consolidation of 
large blocks of claims and mining them by large-scale technology. John Beaton. J.E. Riley, 
Harry Donnelley and Alex Matheson continued the trend in the following decades . displacing 
large numbers of miners and laborers. Gold production in the district increased, but the 
population dropped sharply and many merchants had to close their businesses. As the number 
of residents declined, the impetus to establish a local government in Flat dissipat.ed. Local 
businesses worked with the U.S. MarshaU aud I.he U.S. Commissioner in Iditarod to maintain 
order. but the development of the amenities of a local government, such as fire protection, 
elected officials, and platted streets, never occurred in Flat. 

In the early 1920s, the Nortbland Develoment Company began profitably remining 
Guggenheim tailings with a dragline at the southern edge of town. The company forced 
residents who had built houses on these tailings in the late 1910s off the claims (Miscovich 
1995:1-2-3). This trend of forced Telocation of buildings in the town continued for many years 
as claims beneath the town were mined and remined. The mining operators kept their plans 
secret and gave short notice to businesses and residents as to which claims I.hey would mine. 
The 1924 fire, which laid waste to a large tract of rich ground, accelerated the mfaing of claims 
under the town. Alex Matheson, who purchased the Beaton Dredge, took advantage of the 1924 
fire to prepare ground under the townsite for dredging. He tacked notices on doors advising 
building owners that they had to move by spring. Using skids and horses, residents moved their 
buildings to the east (Miscovich 1995:1-7, 11-24). shifting the geographical center of the town. 
During the winter of 1935, residents moved a number of buildings, including I.he Flat School 
House (prior to 1921, tl1e Guggenheim Hospital, IDT-093), the MutcWer/Miscovich House 
(IDT-094), and the Little John Miscovich House (IDT-095). to prevent their destruction by the 
Beat.on Dredge (Fullerton 1995:109). 

In the early 1930s, Alex Matheson began dredging up the west side of Flat Creek on 
virgin ground adjacent to the Guggenheim tailings (Mertie 1933:7-14; Mertie 1936:207). 
Matheson dredged on the south and west sides of Flat throughout the 1930s, forcing buiJding 
owners to relocate their buildings in those sections of the town. During the same time period, 
Harry Donnelley's crews worked on the nonh side of the Flat airfield, thawing ground for I.he 
Riley Dredge which followed them (Mertie 1933:220; Barnett 1995:1-170). In 1938, Matheson 
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reb~.ilit the Beaton Dredge. adding) a longer bu:cket Hine to1 dig deepeli' to. reach gold on the 
bedrock l!lndeli Ffat that he. aindl Bea.torn h"dl missed (Miscovich li99.5:IU-,J7; Bmoksi 1918:58-59). 
Ma.thes:on then proce.ededl to diredlge tnu.d1. of the oldl townsite a second time. In the: 1940s, he 
dredged on the soutlit alild west edges of Flal {Miscovh:h 1995:I-.J and IV-49). 

Over the years, most of the gmumdi U1nder the town was mined. In some instances, the 
ground! wa.s remined several tiimes.. Alil1 entire section of the, town would be fo;rced to relocate 
as a dragM.ine or tkedge moved throu.gh the area,. The are;a nor1!llll of Otte,· Creek was dredged 
in tfit.e ]9,20s .. Tfae= area west of Plat was: dredged in the fa1te ]920s •. forcing tl!re Red\ .lilght district 
to move from. the western edg,e of to~n to, tlite area nortli'I. of Ou.e1!" Creek .. Over the years the 
town giaduaUy shifted to the east of its, original. 1.oeaticm (M:isrovich 1995:IV-63}. Mining also 
changed the course- of Hait and Otter creeks!. Flatt Creek; was odginaUy located Clim tf11e east side 
of the town. Aft:ett year.s of dli.edlgiug, tlte creek. nll))W crosses the: s:outhem. portion of Flat and 
mm along th.e: westem edge: of the town. Otter Creek was orig,inally locatedl. at nhe north edge 
of file tloodi plain m:extr to tthe mou:nt:aii111S. Over tthe :years. it· was rechm.mel'edl so that the full 
cou.rs.e of the c1eek passes. the cemter of tlile valley that once serv1etl as: the: northem1 boundary of 
eali'ly Fl.at.. As, mining continued, res,idemtts, and business people accepted forced relocation, 
although not without some. ha:rcJ 1feelings. Dudng: the 1920s, 19~0s, and 1940s~ residents and 
busine.ss people reloca.ted onto failings. (Miscovich 1995:J-2}. ·rme· oru;y panrts: of Flat. that were 
not mined were. upper Fl.ait. Creek :R.oad and a. few smal:11~ iso&aited pocke~ of ground ... 

The 1924 fire1 dislocaitiom, assodate:d with miniilng in the: to,wn,, ainrl ai dedine in small 
miming operations combined to cfuai~ge F.lat'9 pfuysicat hmdlsc.a:pe (.fiig:uie 9) as well as the 
business cllimate. Some busfoess o,wne:rs didl noD rebuild! after the ]9,24 fi1re,, cfuoosiing instead 
to: work· for others, 01· lea,ve Hat AUer Hency Durand's second re·s1Da\UJ.Ii.t.nlt burned down in 1935, 
buisinesslill.en an~ residents begam:. spacing their buUdtin1gs fll.rlher aipa1il (Agoff 1995:2,1 I, 225). 
As competitors pm-~hased. bus-iinesse-s., c;omm.eirre in, the community became: concentrated in the 
bands of a. smalle:r· number of merchants,. Starting in the ]920s .• ai new blie'e'd of entrepreneurs 
emerged im1 Bat to dominate tllle: mining). commercial, and!. financial aJfai1liS of the c-0mmunity in 
a way not. seemt s,fao.ce the· Gug.gel'lheims pu\lted, out:. As; enttep,I:eneurs consolidated business into 
fewer cormne.rdaJ operations,, they built or obta.inedl new facilities: which chaimg,ed the: appearance 
of flat 

Harry Dmmelle.y emerged aS' one of the: mosl powerfu] meOl in Hat in this period. 
Donnd]ey moived to ldliitarod ftom No.me in ]91]0 andl worked as a, clert. for Crowt:ey and Porter 
Geliieral Me11ehandlise (Poll. ]9H:.265) .. Me opened a general merchandise store im Discovery 
(Polk 1915,:280) and bought out C.R. Peck. who, hadl one of tbe fi.rst grnc·ery stores in Flat. 
When Id1ictairndi stailited, to decline, DmmeHey bought the te'lephone s,ystem a~d1 moved it to Flat. 
His wife and mother served as operators.. He. ailso. bol!ligfu:t into a:111d became the managing partner 
of Day Na vi.g,atiolilti the larg,est fre0iglltfo1g, service on the lditarod River. Wfuen Lee: Pence, owner 
of tbe Miners amd Merchants BaF.Jlk of ]ditam::id, d'.e.ddedl to Jea.ve the: district, IDollllle:lley purchased 
the ha1mk amdl assaying busines,ses aind movetl them to Flat (Miscovich ].99l5dU-39). H:e became 
mau..1ger of the Rilley Dredge\ mixing roles as, his batnk Ie:nt: ttl!te J .. IS. RHey Dredging Company 
l.arrg;e amounts, o,f money .. Aftter. Georg:e Ri.ley was n,n11,rdered in 19']8, Do.liline]fey gained control 
l!),fthe RiEey Dredlge operaition (HoUe,ur 1923 :· l, 5 ). Dmmelle:Y took. on Harry Sheppaird. the U.S. 
MrursJlall for f ,]at, as a. partner. Ia the early 1920s they p.iarchasedl "Pullertion's Genernl 
Meirchiaiudise Store" in Hat. 1'hey combined the: Peck and Fuffertm1i stores into the Donnelley 
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Figure 9. Flat about 1933, as seen from the west. The Beaton/Matheson 
Dredge is located on the right, just south of the Donnelley and Sheppard 

Store. Photo courtesy of John Miscovich,, Flat, Alaska. 

and Sheppard Store. Donnelley also acquired the former Northern Commercial Company .Stor.e 
in Iditarod from Sam Applebaum (Miscovich 1995:III-39; Fullerton 1995:109; Miisoovich 
1995:V-69). After the DonneJley and Sheppard Store in Flat burned in the 1924 fiie. tihey 
reopened the business in temporary quarters until they completed a new building (IDT .:077) in 
1927 or 1928 (Figure 8). 

Harry Donnelley moved the Miners and Merchants Bank of lditarod to Flat and instaftlled 
it in the south end of the new store building. Donnelley's commercial empire in Flat ;also 
included the Assay Office (IDT-079), and warehouses for frozen meats (IDT-078) 1 ha:11dwue 
(IDT-080), pipe (IDT-083), lumber (IDT-080), and fuel distribution (IDT-084) (M!iscoviclb 
1995:111-39,40; Fullerton 1995:110). He moved many buildings from lditarod to flat, 
Donnelley was t,he local distributor of Standard Oil products, the. Chevrolet deaJer, co:ntrolUng 
partner of Day Navigation, and one of the largest employers in Flat. Dmmelley presided ov,er 
his small empire from an office in the bank (Agoff 1995:211). As one reside.at said ,of 
Donnelley, "There wasn't a buck that went through Flat that he didn 't nibble off a littll:e ,of the 
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Figure 10. The Riley Dredge operating on the east side of Flat, 1937 or 1938. 
Photo courtesy of Paul E. Keller, Camus, Indiana. 

edge" (Miscovich 1995:111-39, 41, 43; l-12). The Donnelley complex ofbuildings in the central 
and southwestern part of Flat represents a significant. part of his empire in Flat daring the 1920s 
and. 1930s. 

Another significant force in the commercial development of Flat during this period was 
the partnership of George Turner and Ira Wood. Turner was a fur trader and. Wood was a river 
boat operator who hauled freight. Together, they operated general stores in Shageluk, 
HoJikachuk, and Holy Cross (Miscovich 1995:1-13). They acquired Manuel Gularte's General 
Store (Gularte 1991: 1) and became. the chief competitors to the Donnelley and. Sheppard Store 
after the 1924 fire (Miscovich 1995:1-13, III-47; Kepler 1995:126-127). During the late 1920s 
and 1930s, Turner and Wood built a warehouse (IDT-088) and moved another warehouse (IDT-
087) to Flat from Iditarod. They also acquired the Adams/Lawrence Hotel (TDT-089, Figure 
11) (Miscovich 1995:1-14, 1-15, IU-46), forming a complex of businesses in the north-central 
part of Flat's business district. In the 1930s, Turner also acquired and mined claims in the area 
around Flat (Agoff 1995:221). 
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Alex Matheson also owned a complex of buildings at Flat in the 1920s and 1930s. 
Matheson began his career in Flat as the manager of the Beaton Dredge. Matheson convinced 
John Beaton that the claims under the town were worthless. Beaton sold the claims and the 
dredge to Matheson, who renamed the business the North American Dredge Company (NADC). 
Matheson mined the claims under the town, forcing relocation. of most of the buildings that 
existed in Flat after the 1924 fire (Miscovich 1995:1-3, II-16). Initially, Matheson used the 
Riley/Donnelley Machine Shop, and bought fuel, equipment and supplies from Donnelley and 
Sheppard_ In the late 1920s, Matheson began finding ways of becoming increasingly 
independent of Donnelley. Dredge operators in Flat traditionally relied on other businesses, 
particularly Donnelley's, for support services_ Matheson started bucking that trend in the 1930s 
and 1940s by constructing a complex of buildings to service his equipment, store his supplies, 
and feed and house bis workers (Miscovich 1995:1-13, 111-33). In the mid-1940s, Matheson and 
other miners began hauling fuel and supplies from Crooked Cree.k, 40 miles to the east on the 
Kuskokwim River, on freight sleds in the winter (Agoff 1995:221, 234). They also started 
flying groceries into Flat instead of buying from Donnelley. The NADC complex, which 
included a Mac nine Shop (IDT-110) and other maintenance storage facilities, was located in 
southeast Flat_ The complex represents a large part of the Matheson holdings from the 1930s 
and 1940s_ 

By the late 1920s, business and commerce in Flat had become divided between Donnelley 
and Sheppard on the one hand and Turner and Wood on the other. As one of the largest mining 
enterprises in Flat, Alex Matheson also played a significant role in the local economy. These 
three entities engaged in increasingly competitive business practices (Agoff 1995:211, 251). 
Every resident and miner in the area relied on one of these operations for work. fuel, supplies, 
food, or services such as banking and assaying. People who worked for or purchased supplies 
or services from one of these three operations were expected to be loyal to that operation. "If 
you needed the bank,•• one long·time resident recalled, 

you had to go to Harry Donnelley. If you needed groceries and you went to 
Turner [and Wood] and you went back to Donnelley. you wouldn't get any 
money and you wouldn't get any freight hauled .... It was a very distinct division 
line as to who you did business with. here [in Flat] if you wanted to continue in 
business (Miscovich 1995:1-13). 

The competitiveness and bitter feelings between the owners of these three business empires 
divided Flat into economic spheres of influence and filtered down into social interactions 
between people in the community. 

As the business community consolidated in the 1920s and 1930s, the prosperity of 
successful mining and business interests was expressed in the owners' new homes. Early Flat 
residences tended to be small, utilitarian log or frame cabins with few adornments or amenities. 
George Turner built a large two-story home in the l 920s, which was later destroyed by fire. 
Harry Donnelley built a large, two·story home (IDT-085) near his commercial complex in the 
late 1920s to replace the smaller residence be and his wife occupied on Flat Creek Road. Alex 
Matheson built a comfortable two-story home (IDT-102) in the late 1920s for his wife Marie. 
The Donnelley and Matheson families lived outside of Alaska during the winters. 
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After Harry Sheppard died in the mid-1930s, Donnelley brought Bob Acheson, Tom 
Jensen, Milton Roper, Tom Balange, and their families to Flat to help bim run his business 
interests. These men settled in modest but comfortable homes on Flat Creek Road. Local 
residents referred to their residences on Flat Creek Road as the "500 Club" and ''Brainy Gulch" 
because Donnelley paid these employees well and they were intensely loyal to him (Miscovich 
1995:IJI-46, IV-61; FuJle'rton 1995:115). Other businessmen and miners also buj(t new homes 
in Flat during this period. These homes were more modest in size than the Donnelley and 
Matheson residences, but featured architectural detailing, such as hipped roofs, that reflected 
more status than the utiJitarian cabins which sheltered most of Flat's miners and workers. 
Another sign of prosperity during these years was evident in some houses of prostitution on the 
north side of Otter Creek. While prostitutes were not alJowed on the south side of Otter Creek 
in the 1920s and 1930s (Marks et al. 1995: 143), the wealth or some of the community's more 
popular madams was -reflected in the large and well appointed houses. The houses occupied by 
Finn Annie (IDT-160), Violet Wadsworth (IDT-150) and Flossie Winters (IDT-151) were nearly 
as large as the Donnelley and Matheson homes. 

Another sign of prosperity in Flat was the construction of public facilities. The .Alaska 
Road Commission (ARC) began constructing and maintaining roads and bridges in the area in 
1910 and continued doing so unti.l statehood (ARC 1910:10; Miscovich 1995:IV-67). The 
ARC's district headquarters in the years before 1933 were in Takotoa, but the ARC set up 
seasonal construction camps at miles three and five of the Flat-lditarod Road. In the 1930s, the 
ARC constructed a local headquart.ers and maintenance shop (IDT-171) and a garage (IDT-172) 
on the north side of Otter Cre.ek (Miscovich 1995:IV-67, 68). The ARC constructed an airfield 
1.5 miles northeast of Flat in 1925 (ARC 1926:82). During the early 1930s, the ARC 
constructed a second airfield on tailing- piles at the eastern edge of Flat. This became Flat's 
main airfield and was enlarged in subsequent years (ARC .1929: 116-117; ARC .1936: 10; .Hesse 
1941:55). Pan American Airways and Alaska Airlines offered regular passenger service to Flat 
in the 1930s aml 1940s, and oc1.:upied buildings at the airfield to service their flights (Barnett 
1995:1-160, 164). The development of air transportation decreased the irnpo.rtance of the winter 
dog sled trail. After the first mail planes began flying in 1925 or 1926, overland mail delivery 
ceased and the Adams/Lawrence Dog Barn (IDT-090) closed. As the freight carrying capacity 
of aircraft increased, airplanes also took business away from river boat operators who carried 
freight. 

The first postmaster was appointed for Flat in the fall of 1912 (U.S. Post Office Records 
1912). During Flat's early history, tbe post office was located in various private residences. 
In later years, the post office operated out of a small frame building (IDT~l24), then the 
Alderson residence (IDT-070), and later in the Donnelley and Sheppard Store (IDT-077). The 
government closed the lditarod post office in 1929, forcing the few remaining residents to travel 
to Flat for their mail (Mackey 1989:121). The U.S. Anny Signal Corps also constructed 
facilities and stationed personnel in Flat. The first wireless station was built on the hillside 
between Flat and lditarod. The first Signal Corps station in Flat was on Flat Creek Road in a 
house previously occupied by Ha:rry Donnelley. Shortly before World War II, the Signal Corps 
constructed a large, two-story facility on tailings south of the NADC complex (Miscovich 
1995:IV-49-50). 
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Figure 11. Fourth of July celebration in Flat, 1937 or 1938. Buildings shown include 
the Andy Miscovich Bar (£ar left), the Adams/Lawrence Hotel (center), and the 
Community Hall (right). Photo courtesy of Paul E. Keller, Camby, Indiana. 



The people who lii1vedi Oli wo1tked. seasonally 111 Hat came from a biroad. spectrum of 
rdiigfous,, sociallt educational. ethnic, and rada:E backgml!lmds. Tilley came frmll11 Europe, Asia 
and Australia, iin add:i1tfon to tfu_e U nrted Stares and! Camacllai.. They included Irish, Frenchmen, 
HlilllS,, Danes, NorwegiaF151, Welshi1 Germams, Poles, ltaliansr Serlbia111s, C'rnad.aos, Momtenegrins, 
Russians,, (East Asian) Ind.fans, Ja,painese, Chin~se, and H'a.waiiioos. Malilf did\ not spe'aik English 
very wen, but people usuaniy got ailrnrtg welll. Whene~er there were bi1g g,et tl!Jget:fu:ers in the 
winter at the: Commuill!i1ty Hall (fDT--010), or om tfue Fournh of Jully,, e·"eryone pa:irtfc,i1pated, with 
the exceptiaJi11 of prostit111:tes (Miscovich ]9.95:EU-418). There wei-e only ai sma[t mllnrnher of Black 
.Americans in Flatr and most did! mot stay very fong; (Fullre,rfoni 1995d 18}. The ome: exception 
wa.s Mattie Crosby who, operated a. bathhouse ini Jdlinairod 11 acquired rml'imllng dairrns afier moving 
ta1 Flat. ran a. ll!lJ1cJJi, counter. a.mdl became a be]ov·e.d men1her of the comn1u11i1ity in. her later years. 
Native miners and laborers, were also rare ini Fial be;fore Wodd War n. Before Wcrrl.d War II, 
Nati1ve lllll',e111 in the region prefe.ned, hunting,, fislttiing, amd trappililg, to rnirning or working for 
wages,. One: ex:ceptiom. was Cfaadie: Maree.HI,, wfm liived in Flatt with his wife,, Matg:gie1 for many 
years. A s~i:atU numbe:r of Native womelil) l.i'ved ilill Ffait. They were married ro wE1iit.e men such 
as Louis Mitller1 Emili 1tPap,rtka'0 Jensen and George Tuliner (Marks 1995::144~ Miscovich 1995:I-
26; Weimer 1995:15,J; Ago,ftf 1995:207)'. 

Throughout, Ffat's, hlsto1ryi most residents amd seasonall laborers were, smgie males. A 
few were married, but their famll!ies usuail]y iresfdedl e]sewieEe. Tfuei:e: were few women in Flat 
duliing; tire gold rush,. but more came. to tlile area: after l9H ais tltte: mining di.strict developed. 
A smaM but g1:owjng, nl!.lmber of miners, alildl merchants brolllght their wi,ves, andl children to Flat, 
prompting tfle esta1blishment of a school im: 191]4 witfu one: tead,e:r and ni111e pl!l;pils. The school 
mo,v-ed from lln1ifding to, building until it ctosed im ]9]7 for lack of students (Mackey 1988: 161. 
A new teacher was brought to Hait ilil1 the. ] 920s. and. the oldl Guggenheim Hospital was converted 
into tb.e· first perma1rent school building (IDT-09'3). Sfu:tgl:e women, with tbe exception of 
prosti1tutes. were· few iin numbe.rs. They worked! ilil cestauraints alild st:ore-s or taught at the school. 
Am. iruomml women's dub developed hn Flat in tlile 193:0s and 1940s around gairden~ng and social 
activities,w but few married wom.en in the community had' the ~eisure time: t'O engage in formal 
social activities. (Fl!lllerto.n 1995:1191

; Wer,iner ]995: 153) .. 
Flat neveF had! a1 clilurc:lit. but Alex Mathesom,"s, wife Marie (flg.ure l(!J) le<ll informal bible 

groups im, her home (.Kerr 1995:J44; Weimer 1995:15:n. She auempted, witt:I, mixed success, 
to, influemce: E1eT husbaindi''s employees ait the· NADC to, keep iliem out of the'. bars aindl houses of 
prostitution (Misc,ovich 1995dir-48). Bootlegging, wais widespread. in Frat dlll'ring p;.rohibition, 
as it was in. rurail mi11img camps. tlllrou1g;bm.11tt Ataskai, Fede.rm auitililori1ties we:re: unsl!.llccessful in 
catchircig, the peq,etrators in Flat. withi the e1tce.ption of Tootsie, who was convicted in 1924 and 
spent twoi years in a federal pen1ife_nnfary (Agoff 1995;233-234). 

Gold prodl!lctiolil in the tditarod, dlis:tric:;t graduaiUy dedimml in the· 19120s. and ealily 1930s. 
Im. 1934" Pres,ident Roosevelt raised the Oxed price of g,o1'J from $20. 76, pe.r ounce to $35 per 
ouFJce, ain<ll g,ond1 produc,tion began to ililcreas:e\ in the district, Duriing the 192'.0s and 1930s, 
smaller mm.]ing operations,, using hand. miming methods, bulllcfozers ,, draiglillle scrapers, and 
hydrm.11llic eqiiipment" contin11Jed to, work: daims in the area arou-lild HaL The Riley and Matheson 
dredges>s wb.id1 worked in or nemr the town of Flat, produced a larger pmportim1 of gold than 
the smaller miH1ing opera.tiom&, woFking on adjacent creeks. The ssnailler operations, however, 
cominuedl to co,liltribute a si\gmficamt amount of the total gold production and accm1mted for the 
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largest percentage of the men working in mining. The larger-scale mining operations were more 
efficient than other types of mining and employed fewer people. 

During the 1920s, the number of people in the district gradually declined. The 1920 
census listed 158 people residing in Flat (Mackey 1989: 122). During 1924, 135 people engaged 
in mining in the area (Bundtzen, et al. 1992: 18), while an additional, uncounted number of 
people provided support services. In the following decade, the number of people engaged in 
mining in the district rose from 110-125 in 1932 (Smith 1934:32}, to 150 in the mid-1930s 
(Smith 1937:41), and 250-300 by the end of the decade as gold production reached $776,000 
annually (Smith 1941 :44-45). 

The number of people in Flat was much larger during the summer than winter as the 
mining season attracted workers. Fewer people were hired during dry summers when shortages 
of water for thawing and hydraulic operations made operations ditiicult. One observer estimated 
the seasonal populati.on in Flat in the mid-1930s at 400 to 500 people (Barnett 1995:162). Some 
of the smaller operators, such as the Miscovicbs, FuHertons, Olsons, and Strandbergs, achieved 
moderate success mining in the area during the 1930s. Most people living in Flat during the 
summers were laborers only for the brief mining season. Those who stayed year-round tended 
to be long-time miners. Many of them worked in stores, cut wood, or hauled fuel and supplies 
during the long winter months. 

Flat during and after World War II 

Gold production peaked a. second rime in the Iditarod district in 1941 at 23,257 ow1ces, 
but dropped off after America's entry into World War II. Mining equipment, parts, fuel, and 
labor became scarce in Alaska as the nation's priorities switched from civilian, to military 
production. In late 1942, the federal government enacted the Gold Mining Limitation Order. 
L-208. placing gold mining in the lditarod and other ruining districts on a permit basis for the 
duration of the war. Dredging activity in the Flat area ceased during 1943 (Bundtzen et al. 
1992:22, 24). The Matheson Dredge resumed operation in 1944, hut o·nly because Alex 
Matheson had stockpiled tuel and spare parts and found sufficient men to operate. Six other 
mining operations using buUdozers and hydraulic giants operated in the vicinity of Flat in 1943 
(Henderson and Cushman 1945:225-226, 235). 

Flat's year-round population, which bad grown in the late 1930s, d.eclined during the war 
years, The 1940 census reported 146 people living in Flat during the winter (Mackey 
1989: 122). In 1941, 142 people were employed in ruining in the district and they produced over 
23,000 ounces of gold. Workers left the area during the war, .and within two years production 
dropped by almost 20,000 ounces (Bundtzen et al. 1992: 19). 

The effects of the war on mining had a significant and lasting impact on the town of Flat. 
As people left town, a number of businesses closed and many buildings were abandoned. Day 
Navigation djscontinued. freight operations on the lditarod River after World War Il started. 
Andrew Miscovich closed the .Branch Pool Hall just before the war and never reopened it. Even 
after the federal government rescinded Order L-208 in July 1945, mining continued but at a 
reduce(! level compared to the 1930s. The Matheson Dredge and six to nine small or medium 
sized operations continued mining in the area in the immediate post war years (Ransome 1948: 
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1300, 1308; Stewart 1947:20; Ransome 1950: 1388; Ransome 1951: 1364). Ther,e was 
insufficient business to support two general stores, so Harry Donnelley bought and dosed the 
Turner and Wood Store. The Adams Hotel closed right after the war (Miscovich 1995;1-.8, 9, 
14, 11-17). The Donnelley and Sheppard Store (IDT-077) and the Joe Par.ker Saloon ([DT-072) 
were two of the few remaining businesses in Flat in the late l 940s. Families that bad 1liived in 
the community for a decade or longer left in the years immediately after the war (Mar.ks et al. 
1995:143). 

Mining activity increased in the late 1940s. By 1949, 62 people were employ.ed iiR 

mining in the district (Bundtzen et al. 1992: 19), Most were seasonal workers and the exodus 
of families continued. Two years later, the territory closed the Flat school (IDT-093) 'because 
there were no longer any school age children (Novatney 1951). Mining declined in the district 
in the 1950s due to inflation which pitted the fixed price of gold against rising operating costs. 
The Riley Dredge, which shut down during World War II, remained inactive until 19-53 when 
Harry Steen and John Ogriz leased it and resumed operations on Otter Creek (Kerns a:nd 
Holdsworth 1956:31). Ogriz and a new partner, Arnold Kobler, operated the Riley Dredge until 
1958 under the name Otter Dredging Company (Kerns, et al. 1958:llO; Kaufman, et aL. 1960: 
100-101). The Matheson Dredge operated each season until 1956 (Kaufman et al. 1958:98-99) 
when Alex Matheson suffered a stroke. He leased the dredge to several fonner employees who 
operated it during the 1958 season. In 1960, John Stevens bought the Matheson Dred,ge. He 
operated intermittently during the l 960s and made one last pass with the dredge thromg'h .Fiat 
(Miscovich 1995:ill-38, 1-11). Stevens moved the Donnelley and Sheppard Store (IDT-077), 
the Assay Office (IDT-079), and a a.umber of residential buildings out of the way as he dredged 
through the center of the town. This was the last period of building relocation in Flat directly 
associated with mining. After that, Stevens shut down the dredge. It remains on the we,s,te.rn 
edge of Flat where it last operated (Figure 12). 

The Miscovich family bought the Riley Dredge in 1958 and operated it on Otter Cr-eek 
until 1966 (Miscovich 1995:Vl-94). The Riley Dredge is still located four miles east iof Hat 
near the old Discovery Claim where John Miscovich left it. SmaU mining operations using 
mechanized equipment continued on the creeks surrounding Flat in the 1960s. FederaJl de­
regulation of the price of gold in 1972 led to a modest revival of placer mining in the :ar:ea. ln 
the early 1990s, five placer mines employed 20 peo·pte in the area. Geologists from sev,era1l 
mineral corporations engaged in exploratory activity in the area, but no mining wit\hit:t the 
boundaries of the town has occurred since the late 1960s. 

As the high cost of mining and diminishing gold returns made ntining less pmfiitable, 
more people left Flat in the 1950s and 1960s. Fifty people lived in Flat during the- wJi;nrer ,o.f 
1950. Io the mid-1950s, the population rose to 78, reflecting an increase in mining activity. 
This included five families, but no children of school age. When water supplies for sluicing 
were plentiful, mining operators in Flat employed four to ten Natives from Hoiy Cross. 
Shageluk, and other villages in the region (Paegle 1955). The town, however, continued tto 
decline. Harry Donnelley closed the Donnelley and Sheppard Store in 1955 and later .sold it. 
his house, and otber property in Flat to John Stevens for $5,000. In 1960, Stevens paliclltaseid 
Matheson's Dredge, House, and the other holdings of the North American Dredging Company 
for $20,000 (Mlscovich 1995:III-38). By 1960, the population of the community was 21 
(Mackey 1989: 122). Stevens operated the Donnelley and Sheppard Store until the rni'Cl-1910s) 
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Figure 12. Flat in 1993, with the Matheson Dredge in 
the foreground. The view is looking east. 
Photograph by Steve Posgate, July 1993. 

when there was no longer sufficient business to keep it open (Miscovich 1995:111-44). Stevens, 
who owned most of Flat's commercial and industrial buildings, maintained the buildim,g:s untiil 
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be died in 1979. In 1993, only six people .resided in Flat year-round. The U. S. Post Office 
and maintenance of the Flat airfield provide the only non-mining jobs in Flat. 

When residents and seasonal workers left Flat. many abandoned their homes and 
buildings because there was no one willing to buy them. In some cases, cabins. houses. sheds, 
or commercial buildings were sold to other residents or people from outside the area who use 
them seasonally for hunting or recreation. The remaining residents moved buildings to more 
convenient places. Local miners also moved buildings from mining camps on other creeks in 
tb.e area, such as Slate Creek which was located four miles east of Flat, to camps on the creeks 
surrounding Flat. Some abandoned buildings collapsed. Flat residents salvaged lumber and 
other ·building materials from some of the abandoned buildings. The long standing practice of 
moving or salvaging buildings, pJus the periodic mining within the townsite, has dispersed Flat's 
buildings over a wide area. Many of the remaining buildings. structures and sites in Flat are 
overgrown by alder and birch trees. The frontier street-scapes of the 1910s, which were so 
familiar in Alaska's mining frontier, gave way in Flat to a scatter of buildings and structures 
patterned by five decades of mining activity wi'l11in the town. 
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PREVIOUS CULTURAL RESOURCES INVESTIGATIONS 

The Kuskokwim Mountain. area between the Kuskokwim and Innoko Rivers has not been 
systematically surveyed for cultural resources. During the late prehistoric and historic periods, 
the lngalik and HoJikachuk Athapaskans occupied the territory along the lower Kuskokwim and 
Innoko rivers, and the Kolchan Athapaskans occupied the t:erritory of the upper Kuskokwim 
River, between Takotna and Rainy Pass. Srudies by Oswalt (1980), Clark (1981)> and Simeon 
(1982) document the subsistence and trading patterns of the interior Atbapaskans. The lngalik 
and Holikachuk maintained a riverine subsistence pattern (Vanstone 1979; Snow 1981). The 
Kolchan relied less on rivers as they focused their seasonal rounds primarily on hunting and 
secondarily on fishing (Hosley 1966, 1881). These three Athabaskan groups developed extensive 
trade relationships with each other and with other Native groups prior to Russian contact. They 
also developed a network of overland am] water routes to travel to subsistence camps and trading 
sites (Clemens 1992a), 

·Flat is on the eastern edge of Ingalik territory and west of Kolchan territory. The Ingalik 
and Kolchan occupied. the area at the time of Euro·American contact but were driven away from 
the area by the influx of miners during the gold rush. There have been no arcbaeological 
excavations in the area around Flat and lditarod. The closest reported Native site to Flat is 
Khadilotden (IDT-002), an lngalik village repo.rted on the west bank of the lditarod River just 
upstream from the town of Iditarod. The exact location of the village has n.ot been verified. 
A Kolchan village site on Fourth of July Creek (IDT-033) is located 58 miles northeast of Flat 
on the Takotna-Flat Trail. This site has been mapped but not tested (Lynch 1979). 

Cultural resources surveys that have been conducted in the Flat·lditarod area have 
focused on identifying historic resources associated with the lditarod Trail. Initial studies began 
in the 1970s when the lditarod Trail was nominated for designation as a national historic trail 
(U.S. Department of the Interior 1977). The Bureau of Land Management conducted extensive 
reconnaissance surveys in the late l 970s and early 1980s to locate and document sites along or 
adjacent to the primary and secondary (feeder) trails associated with the Iditarod aad Nome gold 
rushes. A large number of buildings, structures and features were identified (Lynch 1979; U.S. 
Department of the Interior 1982; 1986), but only two historic resources in the Flat-Iditarod area 
were documented in detail (BuzzelJ 1992a; Clemens 1992b) prior to the present study. BLM 
has reviewed federal mining permits in the project area for impacts on cultural resources. Most 
of those reviews have not included field visits and no significant culrural resources have been 
documented on mjning claims. 

United States Geological Survey reports and field notes (Maddren 1911; Eakin 1913; 
Mertie and Harrington 1924; Mertie 1936) and a recent analysis of mining in the lditarod district 
(Bundtzen el al. 1992) are important sources on the history of mining in the area. Other srod.ies 
have focused on the development of river transportation in the area (Brown 1985) or overland 
transportation. Studies focusing on the history of the lditarod Trail that contain information on 
the Flat-lditarod area include Lynch (1979), Spude (1982), U.S. Department of the Interior 
(1982; 1986), Stirling (1986), Buzzell (1992b) and Clemens (1992b). Oral histories collected 
as a part of the lditarod National Historic Trail project include Alaska Department of Education 
(1981) and Buzzell (1995). Thompson (1972) and Mackey (1989) focus on the history of the 
town of Iditarod. 
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PROPERTY TYPES 

Historic themes associated with the town of Flat include mmmg, commerce, and 
community development. The inventory of buildings, st.ructures and sites from the historic 
building survey of Flat suggests four property types associated with these historic themes. The 
property types are: 

Mining Properties--The first property type consists of buildings, structures and 
equipment associated with mining. This property type includes mineral extraction equipment 
and features, such as dredges, pumphouses, drilling equipment, and water ditches. It also 
includes buildings and structures associated with maintenance and support of mining equipment, 
such as workshops, garages, macfone and carpentry shops, and parts warehouses. The property 
type also includes buildings for feeding and housing miners, including bunkhouses, mess halls, 
and washrooms. 

M.ining properties include heavy equipment made of iron, steel or wood, and one and 
two-story, wood frame buildings with shed or gable roofs. The buildings tend to be spartan and 
utilitarian in nature. They usually feature lumber, ship lap or com.Jgated metal siding a:nd 
corrugated metal roofs. Some of these properties are built on timber skids and were designed 
to move about to support mining activities. Most are on log, timber, post, or block foundations. 

Commerdal Properties--The second property type is associated with the transport, 
storage, and sale of goods and services. Commercial properties were used to provide food, 
services, durable goods, and industrial equipment to mining companies, residents or travelers. 
Buildings include stores, banks, warehouses, blacksmith shops, barns, restaurants, hotels, bars, 
and houses of prostitution. 

Commercial properties are wood frame, one or two-story buildings, usually with gable 
roofs. Some contained decorati't'e features such as false fronts and store fronts, recessed entries, 
transom windows, decorative windows with a row of diamond lights at the top, and soffits with 
returns. Other commercial buildings were utilitarian warehouses with lumber, shiplap. or 
corrugated rnetal siding. Houses of prostitution, consisting of one or two-story buildings, 
doubled as residences. 

Residential Properties--The third property type consists of buildings and outbuildings 
associated with the living accommodations of the residents of Flat. These buildings include 
small log cabins and wood frame dwellings occupied by small scale miners and laborers, and 
larger residences that were inhabited by merchants, accountants, and mining company owners. 
They also include outbuildings, such as sheds, garages, greenhouses, and outhouses that are 
associated with residential activities. 

Residential properties are log or wood frame buildings with a gable, shed or hip roof. 
Residential buildings vary in size from one·story buildings with a single room to two-story 
buildings with multiple rooms. Many residential structures have one or more wood frame 
additions with sh~d roofs . 
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Public Propertics--The fourth property type consists of buildings and structures 
associated with public activities, such as Ille community hall, hospital, school, and post office, 
or with buildings associated with governmental activities, such as public road maintenance. 
They include structures to shelter and maintain equipment and outbuildings such as sheds and 
outhouses. 

Public properties are one or 1.5-story wood frame buildings with gable or shed roofs. 
The exteriors are usually covered with shiplap. Many of the buildings have additions that 
fearore gable or shed roofs. 
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~lETHOOOLOGY 

The scope of work ca.Med for an1 intensive· survey of tfuc buifdlings, struc:wres; alli1d features 
in the town of Plait. The field work ilmdudedl locating, and: docl!lmenting tfue ful!J_ildlings •. structures 
a:nd feat11.1,r.es; attdl researching, the history of those resouttces. 

ht prep,ai1ation for field activities, the crew condl!lcted archival aindl pl!lihllisfuedl literature 
seard1es to identify :r.eco1rds, survey reports. maps,, photogr;ipbs; and other documents relating 
t~) tllle project area. l'he crew consulted the: Alaska He:Fitage Resources Sl!lrve,y (AHRS, the 
state-wide inventory of prehistoric and. b~storic sites) aadl BLM filles, for tfue, tocati.on of known 
or reported. sites in tbe: project area. BILM provide.d higlm resolutti{m aerial p,fu.otograiphs of the 
proj;e.ctarea: dating fmm 1966 mdi 1976. The c.rew l!ls.ed these aerial pt1otograpbs to make a field 
suirvey map of Hat Bach bl!llildmg and s:rmctu1re: identifiedl on th:e ae1iaF photog,raphs was given 
ai tempo1tary fie;f.dl alphabetical designation, The1 crew al!so l!1Sed a six page: inverotory fonn for 
rec,(!);tdlnli11g infom11ati.@n. oni eaclli bm:i.Rdliimg, strucmre alild feaimre. 

The survey cre:w carried out the tiidd WO'Ik in the Ffat area from July 15 to August 11, 
1993. lh!e c:liew doc.umented each building o.r st.ruct11J1re using, the s,bt p3!ge Sl!l1rvey fonn. 
Outbuildlings,. such as sheds an1d Ol!lthol!lses, were recorded Olil the same fo[m as the principal 
li.ll!lUding at tfae s,ite. Documemtation included re'C.ording infmma~iom on the size, shape, 
~irne.nsion!\,, aimdl other s.trucruraI informaitti:on about tlite exterior of ea.ch buitlding or structure. 
Measurements were: not: taken of tfue blilildlmgs at the Discu,very'/Peter Mi.sc:o.vicfu Camp and the 
Golde,n Hom Camp, because the crew, not baving tfue:itr own trnlilsportadon,. rm1y s:pent a few 
miimute'.S at those. two camps .. lntedor feamres. andl at1i.facts: inside and!. arol!l:ndl the lilutild,ings were 
aEsu recorded!. when possible.. A sketch map: of em;fu., b~ti]dliJng or srmc.tu1re was mdlllded on the 
survey fom. amd! a. map, of tt1e project a,~ea wrtb the s.i!te pmm,inentliy, circled was attached to the 
survey fo.mt. Sites confain,ing the mi11i1s, of ooEJapsedl or pairttfa1Uy salvaged buH.dings were 
recorded on1 m site form. Sifes found that we:re not visii1fule on tlile aeiiial photographs were also 
recorded and\ gi1ven temporary alpha1bedcaJ d!esi'gna1tions. 

The crew p:hotograpfuedl aU of the buildings,,, strn.cnires and teal'W:res in f'1at.~ (JISing both 
color and! 'Mm:k and! white film. It was: nec.essairy to clear ltiglil vegeta1tion frrorn, aimul[ld most of 
tfue: buildings,,, s.tmcmres,,. ad features i.n Flat. hefore· they couldl b'e photographed., IiJue to the 
cllensicy· oif the, a.Idei and willow, brushing consumed ome-quarter to one-third! of the crew's time 
dluring the, fiefd work. 

Since there are no written records, on the: history of the bl!liildlimgs in, Fial and no 
previously written history of the town,, the: su,vey crew interviewed people knowledgeable about 
the h.is(ory @f Pral and its: buildings. A doz.eo. people were inteliviewed during the course of the 
pmject. intervie.ws with six people were tape: recorded and! Sl!llmmali'.y lranscriipts' of each 
interview were pre.pared, aJ!teI tbe field! WOlik' was comp!letedi. Hand written notes weiie taken of 
in-person and telephone: inteFviews that were not ree:ordled.. Tl1e most S1ig1liilficant interview 
summaFies were' co110.bnned into a publication. (Bm:zefE 1995). lhe. crew also. copied historic 
photographs, from the pers:onal colllectiolilS of some of tfue peop,le· interviewed. 

Aftercomple:tion of the fi.e:l:d wo1k,. the projlec.t, cr.ew organized1 tl1e field data, htto site files 
aind a.ssigned AHRS! 1mtubetrs, to each sig;nificant buHding, struet'l:Jlfe· aind feaitture. Staff tran­
scri.bed interviews:, c,0,nductedl additional aircmval and lite,ratl!rre: searches, and wrote: this report. 

Atl ]99:1 photographs in this report were takem1 by Rolfe BuzzeU, unless. otherwise 
spec.ifiedl. 
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PROPERTY DESCRIPTIONS IN FLAT (IDT-005) 

For the purposes of describing the buildings, structures and features of Flat in this report, 
the town of Flat is divided into nine areas (Figure 13). The buildings, structures and fea:tures 
in each geographic area are tied together by one or more themes such as a commercial,. 
industrial. public or residential. 

In the following section, a map of each geographic area is followed by a descriptioti and 
history of each building, structure or site. Photographs are included for significant buildiings, 
structures and features. 
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l4..,igure 13. Map showing nine geographic areas of .F'lat. 
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Mid-town 

Mid-town is located in the middle of Flat and contains some of the community's public 
buildings, such as the school and community hall. It also contains some of the oldest buildings 
in Flat, dating from the 1910s. The older buildings were moved to this area after the 1924 fire. 
This section of Flat (Figure 14) includes 16 standing buildings and the ruins of seven other 
buildings. 
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Figure 14. Map of Mid-town Flat. 
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The Community Hall (IDT-070) , also known as the Moose Ha.II, is a rectangular, one­
story. wood frame building (Figure 15). It measures 30'x4Tr. The foundation is stacked 
wood blocks. The gable roof is felt (tar) paper covered with corrugated metal. Shiplap siding 
with corner boards covers the exterior walls. An arctic entry with double doors is centered on 
the west elevation and flanked on each side 'by a large four-light fixed sash window. The north 
and south e.levations have three evenly spaced 1/1 double-hung windows on each side. 
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An addition on 
the east elevation 
measures 29'7"x23'. 
It has a gable roof 
covered with corru­
gated metal. Two 1/1 
double-hung windows 
are located on the 
south elevation. Two 
shed additions are 
located on the north 
side of this addition. 
A five-panel door and 
a two-light fixed sash 
window face n01th. 
The interior walls of 
the hall curve into the 
ceiling. 

The residents 
of flat built the Com­
munity Hall in tlte fall 

Figure 15. The west and south elevations 
of the Community Hall, 1993. 

of 1925 to replace the Moose Hall that was destroyed in the 1924 fire. Unlike the old hall? the 
Community Hal.I was built by volunteers. It was located south of the Adams Hotel and was 
damaged by a tlood during the winter of 1942. Residents moved the building to its present 
location on higher ground during the fall of 1943 (Agoff 1995:217). The building was the focus 
of community activities, including dances and plays. The one-story addition served as a kitchen 
and dressing room. It was added before the mid-l 930s (Miscovich 1995:1-3-4; Fullerton 1995: 
120). 

The Andy Miscovich Bar (IDT-071) is a partially collapsed 2.5 story, rectangular, wood 
frame building (Figure 16). It measures 22'x45' on the first floor and 22'x34' on the second 
floor. The siding consists of felt paper. The gable roof has been removed for salvage but 
scraps of corrugated meta.I roofing are visible in the debris. The gables, which have collapsed, 
each contain a window opening. The first tloor is built into the side of a hill and the foundation 
is not visible. The second floor is supported by wood p·iers. A shed addition is located on the 
west end of the building and measures l 1 'x22'. This addition was elevated so that it was even 
with the second floor. Bar stools, bottles and tables arc still visible in the debris. The remains 
of an addition, measuring 24 'x45', are visible on the north side. This was added in 1926 to 
house a cafe (Miscovich 1995:1,7). Three collapsed wall sections and numerous whiskey barrels 
are located in the debris. 

This building was the Peter Miscovich family home before Peter Miscovich bought Jake 
Mutchler's house in 1925. Andy Miscovich purchased the building from his brother and 
converted it into a bar called the Branch Bar and Pool Hall. He moved the building to its 
present location after a fire destroyed the original bar in 1924 (Miscovich 1995:1-5-8; Ill-20). 
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He closed the bar in 
1943 and died in 
1945. His wife sold it 
to Tex Johnson. John­
son never reopened 
the business and he 
later abandoned the 
building (Agoff 1995: 
213. 222). 

The Durand 
Restaurant/Parker 
Bar (IDT-072) is the 
ruins of a rectangular, 
1. 5 story. wood frame 
building (Figure 17). 
The roi.ns measures 
40'x20'7 11 and has two 
additions in ruins on 
the northeast corner 
measuring about 17 'x 

Figure 16. The ruins of the Andy Miscovich Bar, 
1993. The view is looking east. 

35'. The foundation consisted of wooden posts. Celotex and horizontal boards cover p.airts of 
the collapsed walls. Part of the gable roof is located in the roins. The interior wans were 
covered with celotex 
and tongue and groove 
boards. The main 
entry faced south and 
contained a porch. A 
Diebold Safe and Lock 
Company safe is locat­
ed 39'6 11 southwest of 
the building. 

Henry Du.rand 
constructed this build­
ing after his second 
restaurant burned in 
1935 (Agoff 1995: 18). 
The building was 
originally located on 
the south side of Otter 
Creek between the 
Awe/Fullerton Garage 
(IDT-096) and the 
Miscovich family 

Figure 17. The ruins of the .Durand Restaurant/Parker 
Bar, 1993. The view is looking northwest. 
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home (IDT-094). Henry Durand sold the restaurant to Charlie Yost in the late 1930s. After the 
Harry Lawrence and Miscovich bars closed, Joe Parker and Fritz Awe purchased the building 
and moved it to its present location in 1945. Fritz Awe sold his interest and Parker made good 
money until 1948, after which many of Flat's old-timers died or moved away. The addition on 
the northeast corner was a small cafe. Joe Parker died in 1954 and his widow, Stella, 
abandoned the building (Agoff 1995:214; Miscovich 1995:1-5-6; Fullerton 1995: 110). 

The Adams Cabin/ 
Parker Generator 
Sl1ed (IDT-073) is a 
one-story, rectangular, 
log building with a 
shed addition on the 
east side (Figure 18). 
The building measures 
13'xl3'6". The foun­
dation is not visible. 
The partially collapsed 
gable roof is covered 
with boards and felt 
paper. A door open­
ing is located on the 
south elevation. 
There is a window 
opening on the north 
and west eJevations. 
An east addition 
measunng 7' l0"x 

Figure 18. The Adams Cabin/Par.ker Generator Shed, 
1993. The view is looking northeast. 

13'6" has a shed roof covered with feJt paper. There is a five-panel door on the south elevation 
and a window opening on the north and east elevations. Corrugated metal covers the lower 2' 
of the exterior. Tar paper over wood planks covers the rest of the exterior. Artifacts in the 
building include a barber chair, a bench, shelving, a work bench, an electric heater, a cement 
generator stand, and chemica] containers. 

The date this building was constructed is unknown.. It was located on Flat Creek near 
the road in the late 1920s. George Adams and his wife lived in it until he completed 
construction of the Adams Hotel in 1930. The cabin was abandoned for many years until Joe 
Parker moved it to the present location in 1948 and installed a generator to provide power for 
his bar. StelJa Parker abandoned the building after her husband died in 1954 (Agoff 1995:218). 
Ralph Alderson may have used the building as light plant in the l 950s until he left Flat 
(Miscovich 1995:1-5 , 8-9). 

The Savage/Fullerton Garage (IDT-074) is a square 1.5 story, wood frame building 
(Figure 19). Each side measures 20'4". The building rests on a timber foundation. The main 
entrance faces south. The siding consists of felt paper over 1 "x8" boards. The gable roof is 
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covered with corrugat­
ed metal. A nine light 
fixed sash window is 
located on the nonh 
and west elevations 
and a six-light fixed 
sash window is located 
in the north gable. 
Two sets of large 
double doors are 
located in the south 
elevation and a hay 
door is centered in the 
gable. The garage is 
in good condition. A 
horse buggy is stored 
inside the building. 

The date the 
garage was built is 
unknown. Patty Sav­
age moved the garage 

Figure 19. The Savage/FuUerton Garage, 1993. 
Tbe view is looking northeast. 

from a mining camp on Flat Creek to its current location in 1948 (Agoff 1995:218). JJo'lm and 
Richard Fullerton bought the garage, along with the house and outbuildings directly to dre 
east (IDT-075) from 
Patty Savage in 1957 
whe.n they leased his 
claims on Willow 
Creek (Miscovich 
1995:1-9; FulJerton 
1995: 112-113). 

The Gustaf­
son/Savage/Fullerton 
House (IDT-075) is a 
one-story, rectangular, 
wood frame building 
(Figure 20). It meas­
ures 20'1 "x24 '4" . The 
hipped roof is covered 
with conugated metal. 
The foundation con­
sists of short vertical 
posts. The exterior Figure 20. The Gustafson/Savage/Fullerton House, 

1993. The view is lookin,g :northwest. 
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siding is celotex. The main entry faces south. A pair of single-light windows is on the east side 
and a 6/6 double-hung window is on the west side. An arctic entry with a shed roof and three 
panel door is centered between the windows. The west elevation has a single-light, fixed sash 
window and a 6/6 double-hung window. The north elevation has a 6/6 single-hung window and 
two single-light, fixed sash windows. The cast elevation has a single-light, fixed sash window, 
a two-light, fixed sash window, and a 1/1 horizontal single-hung window. An arctic entry 
measuring 6'1 "x 6'2" is located at the north end of the east elevation. The arctic entry has a 
shed roof covered with corrugated metal and an east facing five-panel door. 

A large shed located northeast of the house measures 4' 11 "x 10' 11 ". The shed has board 
and batten siding and a shed roof covered with corrugated metal. A small shed located west of 
the house measures 8'4"x6'2" and has a shed roof. Siding is horizontal boards and the roof is 
felt paper over wood planks. An outhouse located northwest of the house measures 4'x4'2". 
It is constructed of plywood and has a corrugated metal shed roof. 

Gunner Gustafson built the house in 1938 or 1939, shortly after he bought Henry 
Durand's restaurant. The house has not been moved. Patty Savage bought the house just before 
World War II. Savage moved the shed on the east side of the house to Flat from his camp 011 

Flat Creek. John and Richard Fullerton bought the house and outbuildings in 1957 (Fullerton 
1995: 112-113). 

The Alderson 
House and Post Of­
fice (IDT-076) is a 
1.5 story, L-shaped, 
log building (Figure 
21). The building has 
a basement with con­
crete waUs and floor. 
The exterior siding is 
green asphalt over felt 
paper. The oldest part 
of the house is built of 
logs, is oriented north­
south and measures 
20'x32'. It has a 
gable roof covered 
with corrugated metal. 
The south elevation 
has a pair of 3/1 
double-bung windows 
and an arctic entry. 

Figure 21. The Alderson House, 1993. 
The view is looking northwest. 

The arctk entry measures 5'4"x8' and has a hipped roof. A one-panel door with one-light faces 
south. The west elevation has a three light, fixed sash window and a pair of .3/1 double-hung 
windows. The east elevation has a two-light, fixed sash window. An addition on the east side 
measures 12'2"x16' . It has a gable roof covered with corrugated metal. The south elevation 
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has a two-,l.igbt,, fixed sash window and am a1ctic entry. The 4!'x6,'2," arctic entry has, a shed roof 
co,ve:re:d with corrrugaitedl Irlitetaill an~ a1 four-pa.oel dloor- with one-light. facing s.outh1, The east 
el.evation1 frlas· a twn-liightt, fixed sash window. T11e- norllil elevation o,f tfue addiition has a wall 
dormer with a pair of three: lig,ht, hopper windmvs1. A 10'4"x24r addndo1:t with a sfued roof is 
located 0111 tfu:e norttfu1 s,ide of lilouse,. 'fhe north elevation has a si1x-liight, t'ixetJ\ sash window. The 
east devation has a six.-EigliU,, fixed! sash wiliu.low and a, ilir.ee pane.I d!oor. Another addition is 
Iocatedl to the north. It 1]1euures T&"x t7'7" ruldl has, a sbecli roof covered with corrugated 
llnetal. There is a boarded. up w1indow on the noi:th and' west elevations. 

The Atderson Storage Shed is rocatedl 43,t' nor.tfueast o.f t1'Ie Fufl.eitonlAfdeirson House. 
The ]2'xt8i' lrnJJil:diiing has a shoot rnof c:ove,e<ll with comi.gated. metal. The' fol!l,ndlation is beams 
on gradle andl tbe exterior is covered witm, boairds. 1ltle south elevation. has a tfuwee panel door 
with. one-light. The nonh elevation lilas a, fiol!lr-fiight, fixed. sash window. Ttle east e~evation has 
ai smg:lle-ligfu.t1 fvxet.11 sash! wim:low m1di a: two-light, fixed sai.slil. wmnclow. The: west elevation has 
a boarrde.d over door. 

The dlate the Alderson House was buillt is uiolmow(ll., RaJ'pll andl [e;na Al!de:rs.on moved 
the building fr.om lt.li.urodl to Flat in 1933 .. lfue Aldersons: placed\ the bw1i1lding on the south side 
of Otter Creek just north of the Awe/F'ullfenon Sliop, (IDT-.t'.196). After Anna FuDJert.om: left Flat, 
Le.ma, Alderson be.came the pos:tmaste,r in Bl134. Raflplili Aldersorn \miilt: the; variows additions in 
the 1.93.0S!., inelmJimg: the eaist wing; which! served! as tfue· post 0iffiice. 6]ada1ti\on from Otter Creek 
posed a. recl!luing problem so Railph Ald'ers:olill move<ll tfue building up the fuilnll to its present 
location in 1945.. le:ma Alde:rsorn sen,,ed a.s postmaster until stle' aind her fum1sbaind. left Flat in 
19$'1. A]vin1 and, Kathy AgoJtff pu:(l'chased tbe: building· t:he f(!}:Uowing year- aindl John Stevens 
IilJovedl the post office to a1notlhe:r bUt~l:d~111g. In recent yeairsi the b1JJ.ildiing bas becn1 owned by Bill 
aind. Arute. wmiams, and Sherry Keple,r {Agoff 1995:219·220; Miscovich 1995:1-10-11). The 
shed focattedl nortilill of tliie hol!l.se. used to be Bob Aditeson·s: wood s.he<ll. Aches:on built it about 
lL93& or 193,9 near his home (Sile WWWW. Figure 75. p,aige 83) on Flat Creek. Road, Alvin 
Agoff moved tl1e sE1ed1 to tits present location llll ]958 (Agoff 1995:220). 

The, HimtDaf!Ag81ff 0:«!lus.e (1Dl'-tl2'2) is a rectangular'. one-story. woodl frame building 
{Fig~liie 22) measuring 1.4•>5~'x10\ CoI('rugated metal co,vers, the hipped roof. The exterior is 
covered with c.el'ote:x. The bouse has tlilre:e: airctfo entries; with corru1g:atedi metal 110,ofs, and celotcx 
s;id\ing. The: main entry .faces: n-0rtltl. and has a sit:t~fe-light. fixe,dl sasliI wmd1ow and. a two-light, 
fixe.d sash window. The west elevation has: a s,ingl!e:-Hghit,, fixed sash. window and a two-light, 
fixed.I saisfu. window.. A hipped root: arctic; entzy measuri\ng; 4!''x6' is foca1ted O.lill ttle north end of 
the west elevation. A three p,anet door faces ao,rth and a five-panel doo.r faces west. A six­
light, fix.ed! sash wiad'a,w faces, south.. 'fhe s,outh devattlD!n has a two-Hight, fixed. sash window 
andl a simg:le-light, fix.et!. sash windOJW., A sliledl roof arctic entry is located on the east end of the 
soutJh devatioo., Tlite arctic emry nteasures, 6,'x7~ and has a five-panel door fadng so1\1Jth and a 
four-light.,, fixedl sash window facililg west l'he east elevation has three singfe-liglilt,. fixed sash 
wilildows aind ani a:retic em:tcy witlil1 a hipped Foof. 'J.i1J:is 4 'x4' arctic entry ltlas: ai three, panel door 
fac.ing north aindl a s:i:n1gl:e-light., fixed sash window. 

A ]4!'' s.qlllare deari1111g (Site, HIH-1) is: l!ocatedl 4!5' east of the: house. The: present Post 
Office Buiifd1i1ng flDT-124) wa:s, located Olil tThis clearing for a nl!llmher of years. N'o foundation 
or sf.tl!Jctural debris, remams ait the site --
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John Hill built 
this house near the 
slough in lditarod in 
the l 930s. Glen Day 
a11d his wife lived in 
the house until his 
death in 1943. His 
widow lived in the 
house until her son. 
Clyde Day, moved the 
building to its present 
location in 1945 so his 
mother would not be 
alone in Jdjtamd while 
he was away on river-
boat trips. Andrew 
Miscovich acquired 
the building and sold 
it to Alvin a,nd Cathy 
Agoff in 1968 (Agoff 
1995:218). 

Figure 22. The Hill/Day/ Agoff House, 
1993. The view is looking southeast. 

The Guggenheim Of:fice/Uotila House (IDT-092) is a rectangular. 1. 5 story. log 
building (Figure 23). The original building measures 22 '2 "x24 '2". The gable roof and log 
walls are covered with 
aluminum siding. The 
east elevation bas a 
triple, two-light, fixed 
sash window. The 
west elevation has a 
single-light, fixed sash 
window and a pair of 
single-light, fixed sash 
windows. A window 
covered with alumin­
um siding is located in 
the west gable. The 
north elevation bas a 
pair of single-light, 
fixed sash windows. 
A 7'9"xl4' wood 
frame addition is 
located on the west 
end of the south 
elevation. The south 

Figure 23. The Guggenheim Office/Uotila House, 
1993. Tbe view is looking northwest. 
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elevation of this addition has a full Jength glass door and a pair of 1/1 double-lmng windows. 
A wood frame greenhouse with a shed roof is located above thjs addition. The exterior of the 
green house is covered with clear plastic sheeting. A 7' lO''xlO' wood frame addition on the east 
side of the south elevation of the building has a shed roof covered with aluminum. The exterfor 
walls are covered with six 2/2 fixed sash windows and a pair of single-light. fixed sash windows 
on the south elevation and six. 6/6 fixed sash windows on the east elevation. A wood frame shed 
addition on the north side of the building measures 10'3"xl6'2'' . The roof is covered with 
aluminum siding. A three panel door with one-light is located on the west elevation. A single­
light. fixed sash window and a two-light, fixed sasb window are on the north elevation. A two­
light, fixed sash window is on the east elevation. 

The Guggenheim Office/Uotila House is one of the oldest buildings in Flat. The 
Guggenheirns built it as an office in 1912 for the Yukon Gold Dredging Company (Agoff 1995: 
212). After the Guggenheims left Flat in 1918, Gus and Ina Uotila acquired the log building 
and converted it into a house. Gus Uotila resided in Flat from 1910 until 1942. He operated 
a freight hauling business and he mined in the Flat area. Gus Uotila moved the building from 
the north side of Otter Creek to its present location in 1928 or 1929. After the Uotilas left Flat 
in lhe late 1930s, Andrew Miscovich purchased the building. He built the additions in the early 
1940s. Tex Johnson bought the house when he purchased the Miscovich Bar after World War 
II. Tbe house remained vacant untiJ local residents moved. Mattie Crosby (Tootsie) into the 
house in the late 1940s after .her place on the north side of Otter Creek (lDT-151) burned down. 
Tootsie lived in the house until the early 1960s when she moved to the Pioneer Home in Sitka. 
John Miscovich acquired the house and sold it to Philip Edwards. Mike and Josephine 
Demjentieff purchased the house and lived in it during the 1970s. Mike Demientieff built the 
greenhouse on tbe 
front of the building 
(Miscovich 1995:1-7; 
1-19, 20; IV-64). 

The Miscovich 
House/UotUa Shop 
(IDT-243) is a rec­
tangular, I . 5 story 
building (Figure 24) 
located about 25' 
northwest of the 
Guggenheim Office/ 
Uotila House. The 
foundation consists of 
logs. The building is 
20' square. It has a 
gable roof covered 
with corrugated metal 
and is sided with ver­
tical lumber. The east 

Figure 24. The Miscovich House/Uotila Shop, 
1993. The view is looking southwest. 
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elevation has a set of five-panel double doors, a vertical plank door. and a pair of six-light, fixed 
sash windows. The north elevation has two six-light, fixed sash windows. The west elevation 
has a two-light, fixed sash window. A l2'x20' shed addition is located on the south side of the 
shop building. The shed roof and exterior are covered with corrugated metal. A vertical plank 
door is located on the east elevation. 

A 3'6"x4'6" outhouse is west of the shop. Its shed roof is covered with corrugated metal 
and exterior walls are covered with shiplap. Two small wood frame storage buildings are north 
of the Shop Building. The larger storage building measures 1 l '9"x13'2° and has a gable roof 
covered with corrogated metal. The exterior walls are sided with lumber. A two-panel door 
and a large plank door face east. A 10'4"xl3'2" shed roof adilition is attached to the west 
elevation. A pair of 2/2 fixed sasb windows face west. The second storage building measures 
6'4"xl l '7". It has a flat roof covered with corrugated metal. The exterior is sided with lumber. 
A five-panel door faces west, and a window opening with no glass faces north. 

Uotila's Shop was the original Peter Miscovich family home. It was built in Discovery 
in the 1910s and Gus Uotila moved to Plat in 1920 for use as a horse barn. Later occupants 
converted it into a shop (Agoff 1995:212; Miscovich 1995:II-20). 

The Guggenheim Hospital/Schoolhouse (IDT-093) is a rectangular, 1.5 story, wood 
frame building (Figure 25) measuring 29'6''x52'9". The foundation consists of horizontal 
stacked timbers. The 
gable roof is covered 
with corrugated metal. 
Sections of metal have 
been stripped away, 
exposing wood deck­
ing. Corrugated metal 
over shiplap covers 
the exterior walls. 
The south elevation 
has two 1/1, single­
hung windows. Be­
tween the windows is 
a shed roof arctic 
entry, whic.h opens 
into the classroom. 
Four 6/6, fixed sash 
windows are located 
on the east elevation 
and five 6/6, fixed 
sash windows are 
located on the west 
elevation. A 6/6 fixed 

Figure 25. The Guggenheim Hospit:al/Schoolhouse, 
1993. The view is looking northwest. 

sash window is Jocated on the north elevation. A shed roof addition measuring 8'4"xl8'1" is 
attached to the north elevation. The north side of this addition has a plank door. A pair of six-
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light. fixed\ saish1 wmd10,vs is locate:d. cm tllte east devarioru of the additio£11 and the:re is a single­
li1g,lilt •. fixed) sasfu· window on title west elevation. 

The Y:u1mn Goldl Dredge· Company .. owned by the Gugg;emheims,, blillillt a hospital in Flat 
ini the early 19]0s. 1':he hospita1ll was Focatedl west of its culfl[ent location and! north of the 
MaidtesoF.l Dredge (IDT-lll8,), nea,r Otter Creek. D,r. Belnh11 was the ph~sidani at tlle hospital in 
tthe: I,9t0s1

• After the Gl!llggenheiurs le.ft Flat, th1.e h.ospitaih was converted1 into the Otter Territorial 
School in 1.92], OJi 19122. The bui1[ding replac.ed an eaiilier school that operate.di iin1 a log cabin. 
ln l!:fue spTing of 1.928, the Sctto0Mt1ouse was; im the path of t:he: Matheson Dredge, so resident~ 
moved! it to iits present location just south of Otter Creek. The sc:h.001I c tosed in1 the early 1950s 
(Bagof l 995:B9; Ag,off ]995:20&, 210~ Fuller,:tont 1995:109; Miscovich ]995dl-l8-19, 22). 

Tliie Mutch.fe1t/ 
Miscovich 0:0111J1S,e: 

(ID'I ·194) i.s a 1. S 
sto,r_y ,· rectail!l!gu lair,, 
wo:od frame bu1iFdi1ng, 
(figure 26,). U 
measure'S 21 'l011x33i" . 
Tfu:e foumdanioF.lL con­
sists of 55: g,arloni steel 
drums.. Weathered 
felt paper covers: the 
g_able, roof and exterioli 
walls. Stairs, which 
aice no Eong,er p!iese.nt, 
rose to ai11 entcy 
c,e.ntered on the: so.u.th 
e:le.vad.om:. A 2/2 
single.-hu01g window 
flanked each s,icl'e of 
the door-way. A large 
window frame· is. 
centered. in the sow.th 

figu11·-e: 2:6~ The !\futd11ler'fl\ifisroviclm Ho111ise, 
19:fJl~ 'Flite Yiew iSI J.o:oking nortlleast~ 

g,abl.e. A[ll. entry, is locat.edi under t\he: maim door at, ground level to access the crawt space. A 
two.-lligbt,. fixe~ sash wilndow fla.Iilkedi this door .. The eaisl elevario.m. bas. a large wimJow opening 
with lilO fr:ame amd a two-light~ f'l!X.ed sash wim1dow. Tfite we;sit e,l.e·vation fu:as a t:wo-]ight, fixed 
sas,b window aiad a window opening with no frame. The, nortllt. eleva:tio:n has a pai1r' of two· light, 
fixoo sash wmdows; ru1.otl1er two-Cig,bt, filx:edl sash window; a six-light, fixed. sasfu window; and 
a hoarded l!lp window. A large wimdo,w opening wim no f1iame is centered iii)) the north gable. 

A one-story addition measl!llring 14'2°x1Jf3" is focaited on the east sicJ'e of the house. The 
gable mof aind1 exterior waJIJls are co'Vered. with weathe1tedl fel:m. paper over woodl siding. The east 
adl.d.iniaa has a two~tight, fix.ed sash window om1 the molilh aindl south el.eva1dons. A 12'5"xl6'2" 
one.-stoiry addition is locatedl on the, west s.ide of the house. ]t is elevated. on. wood posts. 
Corrugated meta~ covers: the shed roo.f' and. exterior walls,. Tfu:e som,tli1i e;fevatiom1 hats a door 



opening and a six-light, fixed sash window. The north elevation has a door opening and a 
single-light, fixed sash window. 

Jake Mutchler built the house west of its current location in 1917 or 1918. Mutchler 
owned the Flat-Iditarod Tram. The Mutchler family Jeft Flat in the early 1920s and Peter 
Miscovich bought the house and tram for $600. He moved the house to its pre.sent location in 
1925. The west addition was a shower house for laborers (Miscovich 1995:I-6; II-20-22). 

The Michaels/Miscovich House (IDT-095) is a modified rectangular, one-story, wood 
frame building (Figure 27) measuring 12'x14 '2''. The foundation is on grade. The gable roof 
is covered with cor-
rugated metal. Roof­
ing felt over wood sid­
ing covers the ex.terior 
walls. The main 
entrance faces north 
and has a, 6/6 double­
hung window. The 
south elevation has a 
four-lightt fixed sash 
window. A shed roof 
addition is located on 
the northwest end of 
the building. A six­
ligbt, fixed sash win­
dow is located on the 
west side and a four­
panel door on the east 
side. An addition on 
the west side of the 
house measures 7'3 "x 
14'2". It has a shed 
roof covered with cor-

Figure .27. The Michaels/Miscovich House, 
1993. The view is looking southeast. 

rugated metal, The west elevation has a two-light, fixed window and the south elevation has a 
window opening covered with corrugated metal. An addition on the east side measures 6'xlY2 11 

and has a shed roof covered with corrugated metal. The north elevation has a door opening and. 
a single-light, fixed sash window. The east elevation has a window opening hut no frame. A 
shed roof storage building is located 6' northeast of the house. The roof and sides of the 
7'2"xll' shed are covered with corrugated metal. 

The house was built in the 1910s by Pete Michaels. It was originally located west of its 
current location. Little John Miscovkh, who was not related to the Peter Miscovich family. 
bought the house from Michaels in 1921 or 1922, and moved it to the current location in the 
mid-1920s. The addition on the west side of the building was constructed before the house was 
moved. Little John Miscovich was a laborer who worked for many years doing ditch 
maintenance for the Riley Dredging Company. Later he worked for Peter Miscovich. He built 
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the other additions after he moved the building. The house was abandoned after Little John died 
in the 1950s. The building is owned now by Peter Miscovich's so.n, Andrew (Miscovich 1995:1-
10, Il-18. 22-23). 

The Awe/Fullerton Shop (IDT-096) is a one-story, rectangular, wood frame building 
(Figure 28). It measures 24'2"x40' ami rests on grade. The gable roof is covered with roofing 
felt. Celotex covers the exterior walls. The main entrance faces south and has a pair of six­
ligbt. fixed sash windows centered on the west half of the building. The east half of ihe south 
elevation has two large utiliry doors. The southeast quarter of the gable roof is_ raised to allow 
access by large vehicles through the utility doors. The west elevation has two large utility 
doors. The north elevation has a plank door tlanked by a single-light. fixed sash window and 
a six-light, fixed sash window. A 4'x4' concrete foundation (Site Z) is located 27'6" northwest 
of the Shop Building. 

The Awe Truck­
ing Company built the 
Awe/Fullerton Shop 
in 1934 or 1935 and 
used it as a garage. 
Fritz Awe moved the 
building to its present 
location. The Fuller­
ton family later ac­
quired the building. 
The Shop has been 
used continuously 
since its construction. 
In 1993, Mark Kepler 
was using the building 
as a work shop. 

The concrete 
foundation nonhwest 
of the Shop (Site Z) is 
all that remains of the 
Fritz Awe Houst:. 
Awe built the house in 

Figure 28. The Awe/Fullerton Sh.op, 1993. 
Tbe view is looking southwest. 

1938 and abandoned it in the 1940s. Local residents tore the house down and salvaged the 
building materials (Fullerton 1995: 112; Miscovich 1995:11-23-24; Agoff 1995:215). 

The Mutchler/Uotila/Fullerton Baro (IDT-097) is a rectangular, one-story, wood frame 
building (Figure 29) measuring 26'1 "x27'5" . The foundation consists of wood posts on grade. 
The gable roof is covered with corrugated metal. Weathered roofing felt over tongue and 
groo\le siding covers the exterior walls. The main entrance faces south and has two large utility 
doors just east of center. The east elevation has a pair of six-light, fixed sash windows and 
another six-light, fixed window. The west e.tevation has a pair of six-light, fixed windows. The 
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north elevation bas a 
boarded up window at 
ground level and a 
two-light, fixed sash 
window in lhe gable. 
A large metal bar 
extends east-west 
through. lhe middle of 
the building and out 
both sides. The bar 
was installed to 
reinforce the building. 

The Mutchler 
·brothers built the barn 
Dear the present loca­
tion of the Matheson 
Dredge in the 1910s. 
Gus Uotila bought the 
barn from the Mutch­
lers and kept horses 

Figure 29. The Mutchler/Uotila/Fullerton Barn, 
1993. The view is looking northwest. 

for his freighting service in the building. Bum marks on the north-west comer are from the 
1924 fire thar destroyed most of downtown Flat. The building survived the fire and Uotila 
moved it to its current 
location in the late 
1920s. The Awe/ 
Durand Mining Com­
pany purchased the 
building in the mid-
1930s. John and 
Richard FulJerton 
bought the ham from 
their stepfather when 
Durand left Flat. The 
building was being 
used to store auto 
parts in 1993 (Fuller­
ton 1995: 112; Misco­
vich 1995:1-4; 11-24). 

The Mutchler/ 
Hard/U otila/ Awe 
Blacksmith Shop 
(ID1'~098) consists of 

Figure 30. The .Mutchler/Hard/Uotila/Awe Blacksmith 
Shop, 1993. The view is looking north. 

43 



the ruins of a rectangular. one-story, wood frame building (Figure 30) measuring 17'7 "x36 '4 11
• 

The foundation is on grade. The collapsed shed roof was covered with roofing felt over wood 
decking. The north wall and gable and part of the east wall are standing. Sections of the west 
wall and the south gable are intact but laying on the ground. The north elevation has a window 
frame and a plank door. A window frame is located on the north end of ·the west elevation. A 
six-light, fixed sa.sh window is located in the south end of the east elevation. The ruins of the 
south elevation contain a two-panel door with one light. A wood stove is located soulh of the 
center of the west side of the building. The ruins contain saddles, crates. auto parts. gas cans 
and lengths of stove pipe. 

The Mutchler brothers built the blacksmith shop near the center of Flat in the 1910s. 
They used it to shoe horses. They sold the building to Eric Hard, who lat.er sold it to Gus 
Uotila. The blacksmith shop was moved to its current location next to the Mutchler/Uotila/ 
Fullerton Barn (IDT-097) in the mid to late 1920s. The Awe/Durand Mining Company acquired 
the building in the 1930s (Miscovich 1995:11-24). 

The DeBouse/Koblec Storage Building (IDT-099) is a rectangular, one-story, wood 
frame building (Figure 31) measuring 7'x9'7". The foundation consists of logs and the gable 
roof is covered with 
corrugated metal. 
Weathered .roofing felt 
over wood siding 
covers the exterior 
walls. The main 
entrance faces north 
and contains a plank 
door. A four-light, 
fixed sash window is 
centered on the west 
elevation. The roof 
was sagging in 1993 
and the bu.ild.ing was 
in poor condition. 

Arnold 
"Dutch" DeHouse 
constructed the 
building in 1927 or 
1928. Arnold Kobler, 
an engineer on the 
Riley Dredge in the 
l 930s and l 940s, ac-

Figure 31. The DeHouse/Kobler Storage Building, 
1993. The view is lookiug southeast. 

quired the building from DeHouse and moved it to its presen1 location before 1935. Kobler used 
the building as a garage. John Miscovich split the building in two and moved the larger section 
(IDT-211) to the Riley/Otter Creek Camp (IDT-201) in 1961 (Miscovich 1995:U-25; VI-104; 
Agoff 1995:216). 
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The Uotila/Marcell House Ruins (IDT-100) consistq of the remains of a rectang,olar. 
two-story wood frame building (Figure 32). The house bad a log foundation and 01ea1S!ll£ed 
15'7"x 22'10'1 • The walls and roof are missing. The floor of an arctic entry is located iJil ~he 
southeast comer and measures 6'7"x7'. A large metal box, possibly a boiler, is located i.n '.the 
northeast corner of lhe site. A broken porcelain mug is located near tbe boiler. The no:rthwest 
comer of the foundation is undercut by Otter Creek. Some shiplap and wood siding are in the 
debris. 

The date this 
house was built is not 
known. Charlie 
Uotila, the brother of 
Gus Uotila, original1y 
occupied the house 
(Agoff 1995:216). 
Charlie and Maggie 
Marcell moved into 
the house in the early 
1930s. Charlie was 
one of the few Native 
men to live and work 
in Flat be.fore World. 
Wa:.r II. The two-story 
house was located on 
the north side of Otter 
Creek before the Mar­
cells moved it to its 
current location. 
After Charlie froze to 
death in Iditarod, 
Mary continued living 

Figure 32. Ruins of the Uotila/Marcell House, 
1993. The view is looking no:rtb. 

in the house with her blind daughter. She supported herself by doing laundry for other people 
until she died (Miscovich 1995:Il-25-26). The house was abaadoned in the late 1940s aJild 
1950s. It was partially collapsed when Alvin Agoff and Ernie Nom1an tore it down in 1967 for 
the scrap lumber (Agoff 1995:216). 

The Williams House (IDT-101) is a rectangular, one-story, wood frame building (Figure 
33). The east portion measures 15'x46'4° and the west portion measures 18'x32'2". An:a.l'lctiic 
entry measuring 7'6"x7' is located on the south end of the east section and has a metal door. 
A gable roof with asphalt shingles covers the entire structure and runs north-south. Plywood 
and Tl~ll cover the exterior walls. AU windows are recent metal casement wfodows. A shed 
roof addition, measuring 12'x18', is located on the north end of the house. The roof is covered 
with aluminum siding and the exterior is covered with plywood. 

A storage shed measuring 11 '6" x 14 '2" is located north-east of the house. The shed roof 
is covered with corrugated metal. The siding is roofing felt over wood siding. Another silorage 
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building measuring 
9'9"x12'4" is located 
northwest of the 
house. This building 
has a gable roof 
covered by corrugated 
metal. The siding is. 
roofing felt over hori­
zontal wood siding. A 
two-hole outhouse 
measuring 6'2"x8'2" 
is TS'' southwest of 
the gable storage 
building. 

About 200' 
west of the Williams 
House is the found­
ation of the Charlie 
Solami House (Site 
UUU). The found-
ation outline measures 

Figure 33. The Williams House, 1993. 
Th,e view is looking northeast. 

l 7'xl8'. No wall or roof sections remain. Debris present at the feature includes lumber., tongue 
and groove flooring ao<l several door hinges. 

Johnson Sozoff occupied a house at IDT-101 in the 1930s and 1940s before selUiing it to 
Sturey and Gertrude Stenberg. After Sturey died, his widow sold it in the 1950s to Bm 
Williams. Williams and his wife Ann (Miscovich) lived in the cabin in the 1960s and 197Os 
until it burned in 1979. A few years later, they built a. new house at the site, incorporating the 
Charlie Salami Cabin which had been located about 200' to the west [Site UUU]. None of the 
original external features of the Solami House, which was built in the 1930s, are visible in 1the 
rebuilt Williams House. Bill Williams worked for the AJaska Road Commission in Fllat in the 
1950s and mined in the Flat area. He lived seasonally in the house until he died in 1994 (Agoff 
1995:215-216, 244; Miscovich 1995:11-26). 
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The Donnelley Commercial Complex 

The Donnelley Commercial Complex (Figure 34) consists of buildings that Harry 
Donnelley constructed on site and buildings that he moved to the complex from other locations 
in Flat or lditarod. The complex includes eight buildings associated 
commercial activities and two buildings associated with his living quarters. 

with DonneUey's 

Harry Donnelley was one 
of Flat's most influential busi­
nessmen in the l 920s. l 930s and 
1940s. Donnelley moved from 
lditarod to Flat in the 1910s and 
managed the Riley Dredge until J. 
E. Riley was murdered in 1918. 
Donnelley assumed control of the 
J.E. Riley Company and used the 
profits from the dredge. to build 
the largest commercial and in­
dustrial supply enterprise in the 
lditarod mining district. In the 
early 1920s Doone11ey acquired 
Fullerton's General Merchandise 
Store in Flat and the Northern 
Commercial Company Store in 
Iditarod. After the I 924 fire, 
Donnelley built a new store (IDT-
077) and consolidated the 
operations of the Miners and 
Merchants Bank and the two 
stores into the new store. 
Donnelley's commercial empire 
included the largest general store 
in Flat, the only bank, the assay 
office. the telephone system. the 
Standard Oil franchise, the 
Chevrolet dealership. and the Day 
Navigation Company. Donnelley 
was the largest employer in Flat 
and wielded considerable int1uence 
in the community. 
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Figure 34. Map of the Donnelley Commercial 
Complex. 

The Donnelley and Sheppard Store (IDT ·077) is a rectangular. one-story. wood firame 
commercial building (Figure 35) . Toe main portion of the building measures 34'x76'4" . The 
foundation consists of wood blocks. The building has a gable roof covered with corrugated 
metal. The siding consists of ship lap with comer boards. The main entrance is the west '5ide 
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of the building. A 
recessed storefront 
entry is centered on 
the east and west 
elevations. Each entry 
is flanked by a four­
light window that is 
boarded over. Each 
recessed entry bas a 
two-light, fixed sash 
window on each side 
of the door. The door 
bas a single-light 
window and a transom 
window. The outer 
pa.rt of the west entry 
has a single-light, 
fixed sash window on 
the north side and a 
transom. wi.ndow. The 
outer door and the 

Figure JS. The Donnelley and Sheppard Store, 
1993. The vfow is loo.king northeast. 

south side window are missing. The outer part of the cast recessed entry has a single-light. side 
window on either side of a single-light door and a transom window, The east outer entry way 
is boarded over. The north elevation has a boarded over window. 'fhere are no win<ll:ows or 
doors on the south elevation. Decorative elements on the building include awning fixtures and 
enclosed cornices with returns. 

An addition on the south side of the building measures 16'x76 • 4" . It has a shed roof 
covered with corrugated metal. The addition, which was built at the same time as the buiild,i,Iilg, 
has shiplap siding and comer boards. The west elevation has a large four-light, fixed sash 
window that is covered over and a doorway covered with plywood. A transom window above 
rhe doorway is covered with corrugated metal. The east elevation has a plank door. 

In the early 1920s, Harry Donnelley purchased ''Fullerton's General Merchandise S1to1~e11
' 

from Anna Fullerton, but that store was destroyed in the 1924 fire. Donnelley and his partner. 
Harry Sheppard, built the Donnelley and Sheppard Sto:re in l.927 or 1928. The new building 
featured general merchandise in the main portion of the building and the Miners and Meirclhants 
Dank of Idilarod in tbe south addition. Harry Sheppard ran the store until he died, whe!feu,pon 
Donnelley hired Sam Applebaum to operate t.h.e business for him. In the 1940s, Maitbe-son 
wanted to dredge the ground under the store, but Donnelley paid him $7,000 so that he wic>uld 
not have to move the building. Donnelley closed the store in 1951 and John Stevens purchased 
the store after Donnelley left Flat. Stevens lived in the bank _portion of the building for several 
years in the 1950s and operated the post office in the store portion of the building in 1961-1'962. 
In 19661 Stevens moved the building to its present location so be could mine under the building 
with the Matheson Dredge. Stevens closed the store in the early 1970s (Miscovich 1995:1-U-
12, 14; IU-40; Agoff 1995:21 L 212, 224, 228). 
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The Donnelley and Sheppard Cold Storage Building (IDT-078) is a recta11g,u1lar,, 1.5 
story, wood frame build.ing (Figure 36). The foundation is logs and wood beams. T1be gable 
roof and exterior walls are covered with conugated metal. The building measures 20'3'".x..52'4'''. 
A six-light, awning window is centered in the east and west gables. The east elevation bas a 
large diagonal plank door and a pair of two-light, fixed sash windows. The north elevation ,has 
a door opening at the 
east end. The west el­
evation has a two­
panel door with one­
light and a three-light, 
fixed sasb window. A 
two-light, fixed sash 
window is located on 
the west end of the 
south elevation. 
Inside the building is a 
large walk-in re­
frigerator. The 
condensers that 
operate the refriger­
ator are located in the 
west end of the build­
ing. A band operated 
gasoline pump is 
laying next to the 
outside wall a.t the east 
end of the south 
eJevation. 

Figure 36. The Donnelley and Sheppard Cold Storage 
Building, 1993. The view is looking southwest. 

The refrigeration unit was originally housed on a barge which carried meat from N,enaina 
down the Yukon River and up the lditarod River to lditarod. Donnelley took the refrigeration 
unit off the barge and moved it, along with a warehouse building to shelter the waJik-in 
refrigeration unit, to Flat in the 1930s. It was located nonheast of the DonnellJey Pipe 
Warehouse (IDT-083) near the Andy Miscovich Bar ruins (IDT-071). Donnelley moved 1the cold 
storage building to its present location in 1936 or 1937 when Matheson dredged the ground 
under the building (Miscovich 1995: III-43; V-77; Agoff 1995:224, 252). 

The Assay Office (IDT-079) is a rectangular, 1.5 story, wood frame building (.Hgu11e 
37). The building is 20' square. and the foundation is on grade. The gable roof is coveried wiit:h 
roofing felt over wood decking. The exterior is covered witb roofing felt over ship lap. The 
main entrance faces south and has a five-panel door flanked on each side by a large w:indow 
opening. A six-light, fixed sash window is centered in the north and south gables. A two-lig'bt, 
fixed sash window is Jocated in the south end of the east e.levation. The west elevation has itwo 
boarded up windows. A shed addition measuring 12'x20' is located on the north side of ilhe 
building. The roof and exterior siding of the addition are the same as the rest of the building. 
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The north elevation has a three panel door with one-light and a four-light. fixed sash wii:ndow. 
The east elevation has a boarded up doorway. The west elevation has a window opemin.g wi1tb 
no frame or lights. The interior of the building contains building debris. furniture and a nu,mbe;r 
of containers with 
chemicals associated 
with assaying. The 
building is in poor 
condition. An out-
housemeasuring4'2"x I:' 
4'7" is located 15'6" 
southwest of the Assay 
Office. The outhouse 
has a shed roof and 
walls covered with 
corrugated metal over 
wood siding. 

The Assay Of­
fice was built as a 
residence in the 1910s. 
Its original location is 
unknown. In 1927 or 
1928, Harry Donnel· 
ley moved the building 
next to the Donnelley 
and Sheppard Store 
(IDT-077) where the 

Figure 37. The Assay Office, 1993. 
The view is looking northwest. 

Donnelley Pipe Warehouse (IDT-083) is located now. DonneUey moved the building west and 
across the street in 1935. He was concerned that if a fire staned in the Assay Office, it might 
spread quickly to the store and other adjacent buildings. In 1966, John Stevens moved t1he Assay 
Office about 250' to the northwest to its current location (Miscovich 1995:111-41, 43; A,goff 
1995:224·225). 

The Turner/Donnelley Hardware Building (IDT-080) is a rectangular, one-story., wood 
frame building (Figure 38). It measures 24'x40' and the foundation consists of wood blocks. 
'The gable roof is covered wi.th corrugated metal. Shiplap covers the exterior walls. The main 
entrance faces east and a large plank door in the center opens onto a 5'6"x 18'10" loading dock. 
A screen window is above the door. The west elevation has a boarded up doorway and a s'ix­
light, fixed sash window. 

George Turner constructed this building in the 1930s on the south side of Otter Creek 
near one of his warehouses (IDT-088). Tu.mer used it as a warehouse. Harry Donne:llley 
acquired the building when he bought George Turner's business in Flat in the 1940s. lJo.bn 
Stevens moved the building to its present location in 1956 and constructed the porch that faces 
east. Donnelley used this building to store hardware sold in his general store (Agoff 1995~224-
225; Miscovich 1995:111~41, 43). 
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The Donnelley 
Garage (IDT-081) is 
a square, one-story, 
wood frame building 
(Figure 39) measuring 
20' on each side. The 
foundation consists of 
beams. The shed roof 
is covered with cor­
rugated metal. 
Celotex siding covers 
the exterior walls. 
The main entrance 
faces east and bas two 
pairs of large utility 
doors. Each door 
contains three panels 
and a six-light, fixed 
sash window. 

Harry Donnel­
ley used the building 
as a garage for bis 
1938 Chevrolet pickup 
and later for his four­
door Chevrolet sedan. 
The date the garage 
was built and whether 
it has been moved are 
unknown. The build­
ing has been in its 
current location since 
at least 1.935 (Agoff 
1995:225). 

The Donnelley 
Lumber Warehouse 
(IDT-082) is a rec­
tangular, one-story, 
wood frame building 
(Figure 40). The 
foundation consists of 
logs and wood beams. 

Figure 38. The Turner/Donnelley Hardware Buildmg, 
19.93, The view is looking northwest. 

Figure 39. The Donnelley Garage, 1993. 
The view is looking northwest. 

The shed roof is covered with corrugated metal. The building measures 19'x40' . Ce,lotex 
covers the exterior walls although portions of the south and west wall cove.ring is missin.g. 
Corrugated metal covers some of those missing wall sections. The main entrance faces inor~h 
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and contains four pairs 
of large plank doors. 
A shed roof addition 
on the west side 
measures24'3"x29'8". 
The roof and walls are 
covered with the same 
materials as the rest of 
the warehouse. The 
addition has two pairs 
of large plank doors. 
A pair of wind.ow 
openings without glass 
are located above one 
of the sets of doors. 
The building has a dirt 
floor. 

Harry Donnel­
ley constructed the 
lumber warehouse in 
the late 1920s or early 

Figure 40. The Donnelley Lumber Warehouse, 
1993. The view is looking south.west. 

1930s, after the Donnelley and Sheppard Store was completed. Donnelley used the warehouse 
to store lumber for his own building projects as well as for sale to the public (Miscovkh 
1995:Ill-41; Agoff 1995:225). 

The Donnelley 
Pipe Warehouse 
(IDT-083) is a 1.5 
story , rectangular 
buiWing (Figure 41). 
The gable roof and 
exterior walls are 
covered with corru­
gated metal. The 
foundation is logs and 
wood beams. The 
building measures 
22'3"x35'. A six­
light, fixed sash 
window is centered in 
the west gable. A 
pipe rack with a shed 
roof is located on the 
east side of the 
building. 

Figure 41. The Donnelley Pipe Warehouse, 
1993. Tbe view is looking northeast. 
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The pipe rack measures 11 ·2" x 17 '6". The shed roof is covered with corrugated metal. Access 
to the building is through an 8'xl9'5" addition on the south side of the Pipe Wareholllse. The 
addition connects the warehouse with the Donnelley/Standard Oil Warehouse (IDT-084}. The 
north-south gable roof and exterior walls of the addition are covered with conugated metal. Tlhe 
west elevation has a set of plank doors. The east elevation has a plank door and a fomr-liglU, 
fixed sash window. 

The date the Donne11ey Pipe Warehouse was constructed is not known. It may have lbeen 
built in lditarod and moved to Flat. Harry Donnelley used the building to store hay, flouir, and 
livestock. Pipe was sto.re<l in the rack behind the building. The warehouse was part of the 
Donnelley commercial operation in the 1930s and 1940s (Miscovich 1995:111-41, 43). 

The Donnelley/Standard Oil ·warehouse (IDT-084) is a rectangular, 1.5 story, wood 
frame building (Figure 42) measuring 20'x30' . The foundation consists of logs on grade. The 
gable roof and exterior walls are covered with corrugated metal. The west elevation has a six­
light, fixed sash window centered in the gable and a "Standard Oil II sign on the upper part of 
the building. A six-light, fixed sash window located in rhe east gable imd a door co~eced by 
corrugated metal is located at the south end of the of the east elevation. 

The date and 
location where the 
oil warehouse was 
built are unknown. 
The warehouse may 
have been built in 
lditarod and moved to 
Flat. Harry Donnelley 
was the distributor for 
Standard Oil Company 
products in Flat. He 
stored petroleum 
products in the 
warehouse in the late 
1920s and 1930s after 
it was moved to Flat. 
In about 1930, the 
building was turned so 
that its gable ran 
north-south. When 
the building was 
rotated to its present 
east-west orientation is 

Figure 42. The Donnelley/Standard Oil Warehouse, 
1993. The view is looking nortbem.1. 

unknown. Prior to 1930. the building had a gable roof addition. Th.e outline of that addition, 
which faced south prior to 1930, is still visible on the west side of the building. Ia 1993., a 
power plant that generated electricity for the Donnelley House was located in the Dolil:Iileney/ 
Standard Oil Warehouse (Miscovich 1995:Ill41). 
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The Donnelley House (IDT-085) is a rectangular, two-story, wood frame building 
(Figure 43) measuring 26'5"x31 '5". The foundation consists of wood blocks. The gable roof 
is covered with corrugated metal. Shiplap siding with corner boards covers the exterior walls. 
The main entrance faces west and has a boarded up window centered on the first floor. The 
second floor has a 1/1 horizontal single-hung window and a seven-light, fixed sash window. 
The second floor of the south elevation bas two single-light, fixed sash windows. An enclosed 
exterior stairwell with a shed roof extends from the west end of the first floor to the center of 
the second floor. At 
the tower end of the 
stairway is a single­
panel door with one 
light facing west and a 
five-panel door facing 
south. The upper end 
of the enclosed stair­
way has a single-light, 
fixed sash window 
facing south and east. 
The ground floor of 
the north elevation 
contains a one-panel 
door with one-Jight 
and two single-light, 
fixed sash windows. 
The second floor has a 
1/ l horizontal single­
hung window and a 
single-light, fixed sash 
window. 

The north end 

Figure 43. The Dono.elley House, 1993. 
The view is looking northeast. 

of the east elevation of the house has a two-story gable roof addition measuring 10'2"xl2'2". 
A one-light, fixed sash window is .located on the ground floor of the north elevation and a 1/1 
double-hung window is located on the second floor of the south elevation. A one-story shed roof 
addition is located on the south end of the east elevation of the house. The addition measures 
10'2"xl4'2". The addition has a boarded up window on the south elevation and a one-story, 
s·hed roof arctic entry on the east elevation. A five-panel door is centered on the south elevation 
of the arctic entry. Both additions and the arctic entry have corrugated metal roofs and shiplap 
siding with comer boards. 

A rectangular, wood frame greenhouse is located 33' southeast of the Donnelley House. 
It measures 1 J '3"x15'4" . The foundation is logs and the gable. roof is covered with corrugated 
metal. The lower portion of the walls are cover with wood shingles. The upper part of the 
walls are enclosed with single and two-light windows. A dog house measuring 3'5"x4' is 
located 20' nottheast of the green house and 36' east of the Donnelley House. The dog house 
has a shed roof covered with corrugated metal and hoard and batten siding. 
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Harry IDonneHey buHlt the: Dormelley House in 1937 or 193,8. after he· completed the 
Donnelley andl Sli:lepp,ard Store. Til:e. Donndley House has not lbeem moved. Prior to the 
conslTIJction of nhis house,. £be. DanneUeys lived in a house. on f!Jait Creek Road abo11lt 100 yards 
south of Tom Ealangt!'s, Um.JJse (IDT-B2}. After Donnelley and hiis1 wife moved to their new 
house,, they stayed there only dl!Jring sumrrn_ecs.. After they ~eft Ff.au in1 the early 1950s. John 
Ste,vens purchased aU of Donnelley·s. p:ropcny. including the Hous:e (Miscovich. 1995:I-ll; IU-
40. 41; Agoff 1995:219. 225). 

Turner and Wood Commercial Complex. 

Gemge TUtmer and ]ra Woo<l were melfch3.lms who, <levelopoo a m.m:iber of commercial 
entell"l(lti'ises. in flat. Gemge Turner was a fur u;-a.der in western . .Afas:kai. He fua~. stores in 
Shageluk, Hotikachufc, and Ho:lly Cross. His partner. ha. Wood, wais a river boat operator who 
had mi.ni1ng interests iin Flat. fo nhe ~ate ]920s,,, Tll!mer and Woo<l a.cql!lired Mruu1eI Gularte's 
gene.rat store i:n flat. (Gl!llarte ]991 :.1). Gularte"s s1ore was located im· nhe: area of the Patty 
MiairishaM buifdliog si1te (IDT-·157)< olil! tlrle liloirth side of Otter Creek (Barnett 1995: 163,). They 
bu,ilt a 111ew store (IDT-086) in 19291 or 1930, hut moved it t.o tlne. s:outh s,ide of Otter Creek about 
]9131. Turner airrd Woo:d de.velop.ed a number of other co:mm:ercial emerprises i\n Flat. Their 
bus..iiness'< veutl!liiCS in Flat. wMie: coinsiderable. we:re not ai.s extensive as the: commercia1l holdings 
of Harry Donne~fey (Miscovich 1995:1-B,. I]l-47; Kepler 1995: 12.6-127). 

D11llring the late 
l~Os, and t'fue ].930s .. 
1'11lmer 3!nd Wood ac-
ql!l1i1redl,. moved,, and 1 

constmctedl lil~i1ldiITTgs. 
in tbe v rciniity of their 
store (Figure 44). 
The Adaims/Lawirelilce 
Hotel1 {U)1"-0a9) was. 
Olile o,f the first ad-
dli ti o ns to theiir 
operation. 'Jhey mov-

N ' 

~-· creek ______ _ · otter ~._.....__ 
' ~--~ J 

1-1 a IIID!l-088 

a Buildings 
a Siites 

D IOT-090 

O 100 
Feet 

ed! (lhe Turner alild! 
Wood WarelilouseJ #l 
(FIDT-08.1) to, Flait. 
from Idi.tarnd iirn t11c 
mid-l 930s. They con­
suucrored Warebou,se. 
#2 {IDT-088,), in tfue 
Ja\te 1920s or early 
1913:0s, (Miscovich Fipire 44. Map of the Tl!JJrner- andi \t~od Coimmer-cial Complex. 
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1995:1-14-15, 111-46). A complex of buildings developed. around the Turner and Wood Store 
in a pattern similar to the Donnelley and Sheppard commercial complex. The Turner and Wood 
commercial operation was the second largest economic sphere of influence in Flat and was tlhe 
principal competition for the Donnelley and Sheppard commercial enterprises. 

The Turner and Wood Store (IDT-086) is a rectangular, 1.5 story, wood frame 
commercial building (Figure 45). The foundation consists of timbers. The gable roof is oovered 
with corrugated metal and the building measures 24 '9"x60'3 ''. Sbiplap covers the east el,evatic.m. 
Roofing felt covers the other ele,vations. The main entrance faces east and .has a false front with 
a recessed entry. The false front has a cornice with five brack.ets. A large four-light~ store 
front wiodow is located on each side of the recessed entry and a pair of six-light windows is 
located above the 
door. The recessed 
entry has a three light 
window on each side, 
a three panel door 
with. one light, and a 
hopper transom win­
dow. The north ele­
vation has a six-light, 
fixed sash window. 
The south elevation 
has a plank door 
covered with vertical 
shiplap. The west 
elevation has a five~ 
panel door with a 
transom window, a 
fourteen light, fixed 
sash window on each 
side of the door, and a 
six-light, fixed sash 
window in the gable. 

A wood frame 

Figure 45. The Turner and Wood Store, 
1993. The view is looking southwest. 

-~ 

, 

addition measuring 6'2"x10'4" covers the door on the west elevation. This addition bas a she<l 
roof covered with corrugated metal. The exterior is covered with roofing felt over ship lap. Ilhe 
north elevation of the west addition has a three light, fixed sash window and the south elevation 
has a six-light, fixed sash window. The west elevation bas a five-panel door and a 3 '911 x4 '2" 
shed roof addition. This second addition, which has no exterior doors or windows, bas the same 
exterior siding and roof covering as the west addition. 

George Turner built the Turner aoc] Wood Store on the north side of Otter Cree'k a'bmn 
1929 or 1930. Turner moved the store across Otter Creek to its present location about 1937 
because the building was in the path of the Matheson Dredge (Miscovich, personal communi­
cation 1995). During the 1920s and 1930s. the Turner and Wood Store in Flat was the main 
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competition to tfue, Donnellley and Sheppard Stme. UoHke the Donne.Ef.e.y andl Sheppaird Store, 
1'l!l1roeti arm.l Wood carried! a1 lii1ne of trapping equipment. Turner died after World War II and 
Harny Don.aeffe.y lbol!lgbst Ute Turner and w ·ood St.ore., Domnelley closed tfue stme andl. used the 
buUdling for storag,e. Jofun Stevens: bought DonneUey's lDus:i!nesses in tile 19:SOs and used the 
Tomer andl Wood Store for storage. Imi the 1980s.,. Wayne. IDahll removed partl of the, building's 
i1nterior wall ftinish (Mi!scovich 1995:.1-13-]4). 

The Turner a111dl Wood Vl:farehause #1 ODT-087). is, a rectaingularr, 1.5 story, wood 
f.tame tbuMdlmg: (Figl!lre 46) n11easudng 18' l0.t''x42'6'1 • Tlile foundation. co1~sists of h'tmizontal 
tiiin1hers andl wood posts. The g,aili>le roof is covered with roofing; felt over wo.odl decking. The 
e.x:teirio,r sidling. is hoard aadl batten partiaMy covered! wit'h roofing fdt. Tille main entrance faces 
eastt andi has, a large plank: door am] a six-light, tixedl saslil windmY in the gable. Two, pairs of 
uti1lity doors: are focat-
ed on the we·st end of 
the so'l!l!lfil! elevation., 
The west elevatiom has, 
a boairded up window 
at ground. Eevel and a 
boarded l!lp window in 
tthe gab.le. 

A shed wof 
adld.i\tfon meas:uri ng 
141'6!"x4!2,6 11 is; locate.di 
OI!l the· noli'tb side: of 
the: lb1!lillding, The 
shed! roof is covered 
with roU.ed roofing 
©,ver wood dee.king. 
A large dJoorway is, 
centered Olll the: east 
elevation of the shed 
roof additi:o.n... A four­
Ug,hit, filXl'ed. saisfui 
window is located just 
north of the· doorwa~. 

Filg11re 46. The Turner ~md \Vood Warehouse: #1,, 
1199,J,. The vi.ew is looking: 11011-tl'lwest.. 

Two boarded up windows are located on tltte: lilorthi e:le:vaition. Iltle west elevation has a large 
vtank door aodl a b'oaicded up, wi1ndow. Several bo·aits we1:e stored in the buildlrng i1n 1993. 

A smam\ wood. fraiill.e work s:hop measuri.ng, 3'rxJ3t is located. 5'3"' we.st of the ware­
house·. 'fhe building's foundation cons,ists of timbers tbeams oi.n wood. blocks. The gable roof 
a,mdl exte1rr.otr sidling are c.overed witni corrug:at,e'd metal!. 

Wa1eh.ouse #'l was buUt in Mitarocl, tbut the date of c:onstruction is l!ltn1cmuwn. Turner and 
Wood movetl the; bl!l1.ilJdmg to Hat in the early, 1930s. 11llrmer andl Wood l!J,se'dl the bl!l1ilding to 
store' gasolim1e. aiildl kerosene iJJ1 case. rois. and other inventory for their store. Harry Donnelley 
purc:hased tllre buifdfa11g after 19415, but ]l)onneUey di.di not l!lse the building. fn the following 
years, local residents stored: dog sleds in the wairehouse (Miscovich 1995:Ill-46-47). 

57 



The Turne.r oo.d \Voed. Warehouse #2 (JD'll'~(i}88') is a one-story. rec.trangl!lfar, wood 
frame hlll'ildli1ng (figute 47). Tl11.e foundation consists of sttacked wood! blocks am.d logs. The 
gable roof on rhe maii:n building, a shed roof addJtioiill 01.11 fbe souitlbi s,icfe, aind the exterior walls 
are cove,red with corrugated m.etall. Tille buiild,i,ng Oll.easure:s ]6'x2:4,. l'he maii.lil emttrance faces 
east aiml featuiF:es; a ]arig;e. U\tmtly door which opens onto a 6'x6'6" l!oading dock. A large plank 
dO©'r C(lv'ered witth ct:,,mrlllga.te.d me.tan is: located o:n trhe. west ele:vatiion.. Tl1e: sourb addition 
meas:urres ]O'x24'. A wi:udow opening is loca:.te<Ji Olil l!lile: e-ast elevation of the: aidditi:on. The 
build.mg is in fair condition. maizo cans, cases of paper bags, aviathm fuel, wi1re,, a:ind chains 
wene; located in the, wareli10U1se in 19913. 

George T,1,une:li' 
and lira, W oodl bU1i\ltt. 
wairetmuse: #2 in the 
late 1920:s about tlile. 
sam.e time: they built 
thei1i store bui1lcltnm:g, 
Torner and Wood! used 
the building to store 
inventory, indu.dlmg 
do;g fish and other 
cmnmooities:,, for the 
geoorrn1l store.. The 
bl!Jiiklling was or~g:inallly 
located) on tltte mo.11th 
side· of Ot.ter Creek, 
buit. it was moved! to 
the south s,idle wfuen 
Turner moved bis 
store in the: Late l 930s,. 
Ha1rry DonineHey 
pmrrchased the lbuildling 
from T\!ln11er and. 
Wood a.fte1r World Wair n , 
(Miscovich 1995~1-14-15). 

Figure 47. The Turner and Wood Warehouse #2, 
ll993t 'fh,e view is looking; norttheast., 

He: \!J,s,ed the· building as a warehouse aindl kept furniture in it 

Tlile AdamslLame1,11ce Ho,tel, amd lilaF {IDT-089), was ai tw,o-stocy, woodl f1a:me, false 
ftont building that is, in ruins (Figm·e 4l8}. The: fio,\!J1mdatna111 was, beams on grade., the gable roof 
was co;vered with galva,Jiliized metal o,ver rollkd! roofing and woo.di decking. Th.e· e'xteri:or siding 
was covered with shiiptap.. 1i]1e m,a:im bui1lding, rui1ns measures 2'4'x66i'. The· trnain entry faced 
south, but the so\illtbi w.anu has coUapsedl arocll iis lbU1ried1 in sUil!lttUiral d.ebds. Tlile first floor walls 
on, the north elevaition and. part of the west. e,tevatio~ are stm standling. ID00:r andl window 
openings a1re: visib[e, but ttfue dooFs and windows aire missing. The seco,nd floor allild roof has 
collapsed onto title filist ttloor., A co:Uap,sedl stairway to tb_e-second floor is visible in. the ruins. 
The coverirng on tfue first noor is tinoJe.um over tongue and groove deckiJilg. 
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The collapsed and 
scattered ruins of a 
one-story addition are 
located on the east 
side of the hotel. 
These were the living 
quarters for the 
Lawrence family who 
operated the hotel. A 
collapsed wood frame 
addition measuring 
11 'x20' is attached to 
6' of the east end of 
the south elevation of 
the hotel. The 
addition was a wood 
shed and storage area 
(Miscovich 1995:II-
170). It appears to 
have been one-story 
with a shed roof. 

Figure 48. The Adams/Lawrence Hotel, 
1993. The view is looking northeast. 

The Adams/Lawrence Hotel and Bar was the thjrd in a succession of hotels. The first 
hotel, known as the Grand Hotel, was located where the Turner and Wood Warehou:se #.[ is 
now. It was destroyed in the 1924 fire. The second hotel was constru.cted on the site of the 
original hotel. George Adams bought the second hotel. This was the only hotel in Flat iin the 
years after the 1924 fire. ln the late 1920s, the building was cut in half and moved to make way 
for the Matheson Dredge. The top ha.If of the second hotel became the Adams Dog Barn 
(IDT-090). George Adams built the third hotel (IDT-089) about 1930, shortly after the .seci:ond 
one was cut in half and moved. Adams also operated a still and sold liquor to old timer:s durin,g 
Prohibition. Adams left Flat in 1933 or 1934, about the same time that Harry .Lawrence came 
to Flat. George Turner bought the hotel and took Lawrence on as a partner. Lawrence lbu:ilit 
the bar on the north side of the hotel in the mid-1930s. The bar was a one-story, wood frame 
addition that ran the length of the hotel and extended 20' to the north. Lawrence also bu~llt 
living quarters on the east side of the hotel for his wife and daughter. Lawrence oouti:maed 
operating the hotel and bar until the summer of 1943 when he suffered a stroke and left Hat 
Turner died shortly thereafter and the building was abandoned. In 1966, Alvin and Sergie Agoff 
bought the partially coltapsed building from Turner's sons. The Agoffs and other residents of 
Flat tore down the bar addition and have salvaged lumber from the hotel ruins. (Miscovic.h 
1995:1-14-15; 11-16-17; Agoff 1995:222-223). 

The Adams Dog Barn (IDT-090) is the ruins of a collapsed rectangular, one-story, wood 
frame building (Figure 49). The foundation was on grade. The gable roof and shed roof 
additions were covered with corrugated metal. The building measures 14'x41' and is o:riein:ted 
north-south. Corrugated metal covered the exterior walls. Only the north elevation and part of 
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tbe west elevation are 
standing. The north 
elevation has a door 
opening. Dog stalls 
measuring 1 '9"x 3'8" 
are located in the 
interior of the west 
elevation. The south 
elevation. which has 
collapsed into the 
huilding, had a door 
opening. The south 
gable measured 11 '6". 
A shed addition on the 
west side of the build­
ing measures 8'x41 '. 
The north wall, which 
is still standing, has a.n 
awning window. The 
west elevation of the 
addition is partially 

. . 

Figure 49. The ruins of the Adams Dog Barn. 
1993. The view is looking north. 

,r 

standing and has dog stalls lining the north end of the interior wall. These stalls meamre 
216''x4'. The south elevation has a plank door. A shed addition on the east side of the build'ing 
measures 12 'x41'. All of the walls of this addition have collapsed. The east elevation has a 
window opening and there was a plank door on the south elevation. 

The main portion of the Adams Dog Barn was the bottom half of the Grand Hotel 
(Kepler 1995: 130). George Adams moved the lower half of the old hotel in the late 1':9:20s and 
converted it to a dog barn to shelter sled dogs for mail carriers who stopped in Flat. Ai1Cpbnes 
began delivering mail to Flat in 1925 and ainnail cut into the work of dog mushers who ,c:airried 
the mail. By 1927 or 1928, airmail replaced the winter delivery of mail by dog sled and Adams 
abandoned the building in the 1930s. The building was still standing in the 1950s. After the 
roof collapsed, local residents salvaged lumber and corrugated meta) from the lbuil:dimg 
(Miscovich 1995:Il-18). 

ACS Wireless Station Site (IDT-091) consists of the foundation and mios of a 
rectangular, one-story, wood frame building (Figure 50). Most of the roof and walls ha v,e been 
salvaged. Tb.e foundation consists of wood blocks. A section of the collapsed roof in the 
northeast corner of the ruins consists of rolled roofing over wood decking. The ruins of the 
building measure 24'x40'. Collapsed wall sections are located on the north and west sfrles of 
the site. The exterior was covered w.ith rolled roofing over horizontal wood siding. A doo:r 
frame, flanked by two window openings, is located in the remains of the north ele·vatfon. A 
window frame is located in a section of the west wall that is laying outside the building. Interior 
artifacts include a metal sink, metal bedposts. stove pipe, a section of interior wall with a door 
frame, and a concrete generator stand. 
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The ulate this 
bu.iJdling was con­
structed is, unknownJ 
but: it probably was. 
lindllt' in the 1920s .. 
The building served, a:s, 
the Alaska, Communi­
cati:mas Sys,tem Wire­
less Station in Flat 
during, the e.ady and 
midl-l930s. 1'h.e 
blllti1ldmg was too colldl 
to maint:ai1ni,, so the 
ACS operator,, Jrim Ef­
Uson, moved the: 
station to Harry 
ID'onnelley's; oid house:· 
on Hait Creek Road im1 
].9·37 afteri IDormelley 
bui]tt a new house,. 
the b~Udimg was 

Figure 50. Ruins of the ACS Wireless Station near Otter 
Cre,ek, 1993. Tl:e dew is Ioofdog; north .. 

aba.mdon.ecd iti1 the l. 940s. aod. 19.50s. The roof had colFap,s:ed by 1966. when. Mimn.ie Brink to.re 
the building, down atrid salva.g,ed. the. tumher (Agoff 1995:.223),. 
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The Matheson!Nonh American Dredging Compally Complex 

Alex Matheson and his mining operation, the North American Dredge Company 
(NAOC), emerged as a £hird major sphere of economic influence in Flat. As manager and laiter 
owner of the Beaton Dredge, Matheson was responsible for most of the building relocat1on itihalt 
occurred in FJat after the 1924 fire (Miscovich 1995:1-3.11-16). Unlike the Turner and Wood 
or the Donnelley and Sheppard complex, the buildings in che Matheson/NADC complex (figure 
51) were establish-
ed to support min-
ing operations 
ra·ther than com­
mercial ventures. 
Most of the build­
ings east of the 
Matheson House 
(IDT-102) and 
south of the NADC 
Machine Shop 
(IDT-110) were 
part of the 
Matheson/N ADC 
complex. 

In the late 
1910s, J.E. Riley 
owned and operated 
I.he only machine 
shop in the Flat 
area . After Riley's 
de-ath, Harry Don-
nelley obtained 
control of the 
machine shop and 
other services 
required to sustain 
a large-scale 
dredging operation. 
John Beaton and his 
dredge manager, 
Alex Matheson. 
used the Riley/ 
Donnelley machine 
shop to service the 
Beaton Dredge. 
They also bought 
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Figure 51. Map of the Matheson/NADC Complex. 
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fuel and supplies from Donnelley. After Matheson purchased the Beaton Dredge in the l 920s, 
he began making business decisions that would eventually enable him to become completely 
independent of Donnelley. Matheson built a complete mining camp near his home, including 
mess hall, bunkhouse, garages, and machine and carpentry shops. In the 1940s, be began flying 
his groceries and supplies into Flat and hauling fuel and heavy equipment from Crooked Creek 
to Flat on freight sleds in the winter (Miscovich 1995:1-13, Hl-33). 

The Matheson House (IDT-102) is a rectangular, 1.5 story, wood frame residence 
(Figure 52). The foundation is concrete and includes a full basement. The gable roof is covered 
with corrugated metal. A roof dormer with a shed roof and a triple six-light, fixed sash window 
faces north. The building measures 25'x34'6". Clapboard covers the e.xterior walls. The main 
entry is the north elevation, which has two six-light, fixed sash windows. A gable roof arctic 
entry measuring 6'x8'8" is located on the east end of the north elevation. The arctic entry has 
a pair of six-light, fixed sash windows facing north and a six-light window facing east. A 
single-panel door with one-light faces west, but the exterior stairway to the door is missing. The 
west elevation has a six-light, fixed sash window on the ground floor and a six-light, fixed sash 
window under the gable. The south elevation has two six-light, fixed sash windows and a pair 
of single-light, casement windows. The east elevation has two six-light, fixed sash windows on 
the ground floor, a six-Hght, fixed sash window in the gable, and an arctic entry with a gable 
roof. The arctic entry measures 4'x14', has a pair of six-light, fixed sash windows faci:ng east, 
and a single-panel door with one-light that accesses the basement. Stairs rise to a single-panel 
door with one-light 
that faces south. The 
basement has two six­
light. fi:<«!d sash 
windows facing north 
and two six-light, 
fixed and four two­
light, fixed sash 
windows facing south. 
Decorative features on 
the house include 
enclosed cornices with 
smalJ returns, match­
ing storm windows on 
many of the windows, 
a stair stepped waJI 
adjacent to the steps 
leading up to the door 
of the east arctic 
entry. The house also 
bas gutters and down­
spouts. 

., 

Figure 52. The Matheson House, 1993. 
The view is looking :northwest. 
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A l0'2"xl0'2" metal tower approximately 50' tall is located 5'2 11 southwest of the house. 
A Jacob Electric Windmill is located on top of the tower. A wood frame greenhouse measudn,g 
15'5"x10'10" is located 6' 10" south of the house. The roof and sides of the greenhouse m:e 
covered with multi-light windows. A large garden area measuring 57'x112' is located :5' souttib 
of the greenhouse. The garden is surrounded on the north, east and west sides by a rock wal1l 
that varies in height from 3' to 4'6". 

Alex Matheson built the Matheson House in 1937 or 1938 (Agoff 1995:235) for bis wife, 
whose maiden Dame was Marie Day. Matheson was a master carpenter and built ~be house 
himself. The Mathesons Jived in the house during the summer and resided in the Seattle area 
during winter. Matheson also built the greenhouse for Marie. The rock lined garden rs,omith of 
the house was built over a period of years. He also put up the wind mill in the Ja1te 1'93Os 
(Miscovich 1995:111-32-33). Mrs. Matheson held prayer services in the house. John Ste,vens 
bought the house, dredge and related structures from Alex Matheson in che mid-1950s. S,c.evens 
and his wife moved into the house in 1957. He maintained the house until bis death in tlbe 1970s 
(Agoff 1995:245; Miscovich 1995:111-38). 

The Matheson Guestbouse (IDT-103) is a one-story, wood frame building (Figu11e 53) 
located 18'6'' east of the Matheson rock garden, The foundation of tl1e guesthouse consists of 
logs on grade. The gable roof is covered with corrugated metal. The guesthouse :u;ieasu111es 
12'5"x16'2". The ex-
terior walls are cover­
ed with green asphalt 
roofing felt and have 
corner boards. The 
main entry is on the 
north elevation. which 
has a five-panel door 
and a four-light 
window. A screened 
window frame with no 
glass is centered on 
the south elevation. 

Two small 
rectangular, one-story, 
wood frame buildings 
(Figure 54) are locat­
ed 30' east of the 
Guesthouse. The 
northern most of the 
two buildings is Wood 
Sbed ·#1. It measures 
10'4"xl4'2" and the 

Figure 53. Tbe Matheson Gucsthouse, 1993. 
The view is looking southeast. 

foundation is on grade. The siding and shed roof are covered with corrugated metal. A plank 
door covered with corrugated metal faces east. Wood Shed #2 measures 10'4"x14'2" .amJ the 
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foUJndaittiorn is on 
grade.. 'Il'he exterior 
s.iding aindl. shed roof 
are covered! with roof:­
rng fellt, O:VeF WOOdi 

sidling. bu1t weatlile:ii'ingJ 
has. stripped away 
most of tbe roofing, 
felt. The e:as,t 
etevaticm1 hai.s a1 singfo­
llight.. fi:itedl sas:h. 
window. A fol!lr-panef 
door is l1ocaited, on the 
north elevation and a, 
two-pane] door witbt 
four tights. is. located 
O.Iil the sou1d1 elevation. 
A boa:rd.ed up windo:w 
is located (HJ the west 
elevation.. 

The date, a,nd 

figu,re 54. The Matheson Waod Sheds,, 1993., 
The view is l<roking 11orth"rest., 

location where ttb.e gu.estbouse was bl!lilU aire unknown. J10Im Stevens motedl tl!te: house to its 
piresent tocati.on sometime after 1960, Stevens built the two woodl sheds dter he ptuchased the 
Matheson1 prope:rty in1 
1960.. He: us:ed them 
to scrote fire wood! for 
the fumace im me 
Matheson Hol!lse {Mis­
covich 1996: IIl-33,). 

The Matheson 
Mess HfadE (ID'f~UW) 
is a rectangu1lair. one­
story.. woodl frarne: 
building {Figure 551)1 

wiltlil, two additions .. 
The: fotl!mdl.atiom con­
sists of logs. Tb.e 
gable mof is covereJdl 
with corrugated i,netal. 
and is oriented eas,t­
west. The bl!lifding: 
measl!lEes, 18,''3 "'x 
26'5'\ Asphalt rolled 
roofing covers the ex-

Figull'e 55. l'he Matheson Mess Hall (lleft) andl Cook's Quarters 
(rig,ld:),, ]993. 'rhe view is lookilimg northreast., 
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terior walls. The main entry is on the south elevation, which contains a 1/ l horizontal double­
hung window and a five-panel door. The west elevation has a 1/ l horizontal double-hung 
wine.low. The east elevation has a three-panel door, a 6/6 horizontal double-hung window, and 
a six-light, fixed sash window. 

An addition on the east side of the north elevation has a gable roof oriented north-south 
and covered with. corrugated metal. The addition measures 15'7"x18'1" and is sided with 
roofing felt. The east elevation of the addition has a plank door covered with roofing felt. The 
north elevation has a 6/6 horizontal single-hung window and a three-panel door. A shed roof 
addition located on the west end of the north side of the Cook House measures 10'3"x10' 10". 
The roof is covered with corrugated metal and tbe siding is asphalt roofing felt over horizontal 
wood siding. A six-light, fixed sash window faces north. 

The cook' s quarters is a rectangular, one-story, wood frame bu.iJding located 4'2'' south 
of the mess hall. The foundation is horizontal timbers on grade. Corrugated metal and roofing 
felt cover tbe gable roof. which is oriented east-west. The building measures 12 '4 "x 18 '4" and 
the exterior walls are covered with roofing felt. A two-panel door faces north and is covered 
by a corrugated metal porch which links the huilding to the Mess Hall entry. A single-light, 
fixed sash window is also located on the north elevation. A 1/ l horizontal single-hung window 
is located on the west elevation amt a boarded up window is located on the south elevation. A 
shed roof addition located on the east end of the structure measures 8'2"x8'3" . The roof and 
exterior walls are covered with roofing felt over wood siding. 

The dates the mess hall and cook's quarters were built are unknown. Prior to 1946, 
Ma.theson's employees lived in their own accommodations and took their meals at Durand's 
Restaurant. Matheson moved the mess hall from Slate Creek to Flat in 1945 and installed a 
large walk in freezer in the building the following year. The cook's quarters originally belonged 
to Andre "Scotty '' Dundas who lived in the building near the present location of the Kepler 
House (IDT-123). Matheson moved the building to his complex about the same time that he set 
up the Mess Hall. From 1946 to 1957, Malheson's crew ate at the mess hall and the cook lived 
in the building directly to lhe south (Agoff 1995:235). After Matheson sold the property, John 
Stevens operated a. wholesale store in the mess hall building in the 1970s (Miscovich 1995:1-12). 

The Matheson Storage Building (IDT-105) is a rectangular, one-story. wood frame 
building (Figure 56) with an addition. The foundation consists of logs. The gable roof has 
corrugated metal on one-side and weathered roofing felt over wood decking on the other. The 
building measures 15'x23' 11" . The exterior is covered with roofing felt over vertical wood 
siding and features comer boards. The main entrance is on the east elevation, which features 
a pair of large plank doors, although one of the doors is missing. A boarded up window is 
located on the north elevation. A boarded up six-light, fixed sash window and a boarded up 
personnel door are located on the west elevation. 

An addition with a collapsed shed roof is on the west side of the building. The addition 
measures 12'2"x23' 11 ". The shed roof is covered with corrugated metal over roofing felt and 
the exterior is covered with roofing felt over horizontal wuod siding. A single-light, fixed sash 
window is located on the west elevation. The south elevation has a two-light, fixed sash 
window. A belt driven table saw and extra glass windows were stored in the building in 1993. 
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The dlate the 
Mat:hes,om S'to.rrag,e 
Building wais co:n.­
strnded is not known,, 
bU!t it l~kely dates ro 
the late. 19'20s or early 
1t930s. Allex and 
Made Maitlileson1 kept 
a car in. the blllildlm.g 
for many years, (Mis­
covich 1995:111-35,}. 

Tlile· Ma,tt:11eso11. 
Garage (IDT~l06) is 
a rectangu1lar, one­
story ,, wood firame 
b1!lilding (Hpre 57) 
with two addition..,. 
The fouodlationi con­
sist:s of woodJ bfaclcs. 
The gabf.e. roof and, 

Fiprei 56. The Matllt,esom1 St.0.rage Rui\Edling, 
1l9'J. 'fh.e Yiew is fookmg ro~thM1est:. 

e:xterior wailrs a.m:e covered witll, corrngatedl metal. 'fhe garaig.e, meaisuliesi l2'xl8'8". A pair of 
side opening utility dloors, aire centered oa t:lhe north elevation. A shed addition measuring 
&'8'id2'2'· is located. 
on the, west side of the 
building. Comgat.ed 
m.etail covers the: sh1ed\ 
roof. Ihe ex_terioir 
walls mre cuveireit with 
sb.iptap. A pair of 
sid:e op:elil1i\ng uti1Iii.tty 
dooirs, are: centered! on 
the noEth e:fe:vation of 
this addition. A four~ 
panel dooli' with one: 
I,i1gnt is l'ocaited at nllle 
north end\ ot· the e~st 
etevatioa. At th!e 
south end! 0if the east 
elevation is a small 
6''x6' shed addition. 
Corrugated! me.t.al 
covers, the shedl roof. 
Tbe e.xtedOF waUs, are 

Fig1J1re 51. 1'he l\f.afrlltes0ll\ Garage, 199~ .. 
The view is looking Stl)l!ffliliwest. 
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covered with shiplap. A small 3'3"x8' shed addition is centered on the south elevation ,of the 
garage. Corrugated metal covers the shed roof and the exterior w~lls are coven:() with 
horizontal siding. 

The Matheson Garage is part of the Alex Matheson/NADC complex. The daite or 
construction is unknown, but it likely dates to the late l 920s or early l 930s (Miscovich 
19954:UI-35). 

The Byrd/ 
Stevens Garage (IDT-
107) is a rectangular, 
one-story, wood frame 
building (Figure 58) 
located 17' east of 
Matheson Garage # 1. 
The foundation of 
Garage #2 consists of 
wood blocks. Corru­
gated metal covers the 
gable roof. The 
building measures 
18'3''x18'4" and the 
exterior walls are 
covered with roofing 
felt and batten. A 
five-panel door is 
centered on che south 
elevation and is 
tlanked on each side 

Figure 58. The Byrd/Stevens Garage, 1993. 
The view is looking nortbea~t. 

by a six-light, fixed sash window. A pair of side opening utility doors is located on the 11011th 

elevation. 
The date this building was constructed is unknown. Harold Byrd used the building as 

a garage from 1946 to 1951 and it was located next to the Fullerton/Durand/Roper/Byr:d House 
(IDT-133) on the west side of Flat Creek Road. John Stevens moved the building to the 
Matheson Complex around 1977. Stevens built the ramp on the north side of the buimdi:mg in 
order to park his truck in the building (Agoff 1995:226, 236). 

The NADC Parts Warehouse (IDT-108) is a rectangular, one-story, wood 1tirame 
building (Figure 59). The foundation consists of timbers on grade. The gable roof is ,coveired 
with corrugated metal. The building measures 16'5"x24'5". Roofing felt over horizontal s 1idililg 
covers the exterior wal.ls. The main entry is on the east elevation, which features a vertical 
plank door covered with corrugated metal. A two-light, fixed sash window is located 1010 the 
south elevation. The building is in fair condition. A small animal cage is located just ou1tiside 
the north wall of the building. A large pipe wagon in good condition .is located 20' north of the 
bt1i1ding. 
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The NADC 
Parts Warehouse dates 
to the late 1920s or 
early 1930s. It is 
associated with Alex 
Matheson ' s North 
American Dredging 
Company. The ware­
house contained 
dredge parts during 
1993 (Agoff 1995: 
236; M.iscovich 1995: 
III-34). 

The NADC 
Washroom (IDT-109) 
is a rectangular, one­
story, wood frame 
building (Figure 60). 
The foundation con­
sists of timbers on 

Figure 59. The NADC Parts Warehouse, 
1993. The view is looking northwest. 

grade. Roofing felt covers the gable roof. The building measures 10'4"x12'2" and the exterior 
walls are covered with roofing felt. The main entry is on the south elevation, which has a five­
panel door and a six-
light, fixed sash win~ 
dow. A boarded up 
window is located on 
the west end of the 
north elevation. 

A rectangular, 
wood frame outhouse 
is located 28' north­
east of the washroom. 
The building measures 
4'1l"x.5'8". It is built 
out over a small 
slough and rests on a 
wood post foundation. 
The shed roof and 
exterior walls are 
covered with cor­
rugated metal. The 
doorway faces south. 

The washroom 
and outhouse date 

Figure 60. The NADC Washroom, 1993. 
The view is looking northwest. 
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from the late 1920s or early 1930s and were part of the NADC complex. A bunkhouse (Siite 
PP) was located southwest of the washroom. The bunkhouse was tom down in the late l'Cl80s 
and parts of it were incorporated into the Kepler House (IDT-123) (Agoff 1995:236). 

The NADC Machine Shop (IDT-110) is a rectangular, one-story, wood frame bu:iJldi~g 
(Figure 61). The foundation is on grade. Corrugated metal covers the gable roof and er:terioir 
walls. Tbe machine shop measures 20'x40'. The main entry is on the south elevation. whi'cih 
features a pair of large side-opening doors and two 4/4 horizontal single-hung windows. Two 
4/4 horizontal single-hung windows are located on the north elevation. The west elevation. has 
a 4/4 horizontal single-hung window and a large plank door. A 6'x10'4" shed addition is 
located on sou.th end 
of the east elevation. 
The addition has a 
pair of side opening 
doors facing south. A 
gable roof addition is 
attached to the north 
end of the machine 
shop. The addition 
measures 14'x18'3". 
The roofs and exterior 
of these two additions 
are covered with cor­
rugated metal. The 
north and south eleva­
tions of the gable 
addition have a six­
light, fixed sash 
window. The east 
elevation has a small 
plank door. The 
power tools inside the 
shop are the original 

Figure 61. The NADC Machine Shop, 1993. 
The l'i.ew is looking northwest. 

belt driven tools and they are in good condition. 
A small wood frame storage building measuring 10'3"x12'4" is located 2' nortllleast ,of 

the gable roof addition on the machine shop. The building rests on a block foundation and Illas 
a gable roof covered with corrugated metal. The exterior is covered with roofing felt and bniten 
over horizontal wood siding. The south elevation has a plank door and a six-light, fixed .s,ash 
window. The north elevation has a six-light, fixed sash window. Another storage buildiing with 
a gable roof is located .9'4" north of the machine shop. The second storage building rests .on 
a wood. block foundation and measures 12'5"x16'2". It has a gable roof covered with conillligated 
metal and the exterior is covered with roofing felt. A four-panel door faces west. fhe east 
elevation has a two-light, fixed window and a plank door. Another workshop (Site SS) was 
located east of the machine shop (Agoff 1995:236), but nothing remains of that building. 
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The NADC Machine Shop and sheds date from the late 1920s or early 1930s. The 
machine shop was a central part of the NADC complex. Prior to the construction of the N ADC 
machine shop, John Beaton and Alex Matheson took their equipment to the Riley Investment 
Company Machine Shop, owned by Harry Donnelley, for repairs. Matheson built the NADC 
Machine Shop co make his dredge operation independent of Harry Donnelley's enterprises. The 
small building directly north of 'lhe machine shop was used to store machine parts. The small 
building northeast of the machine shop was Matheson's blacksmith shop (Agoff 1995:236; 
Miscovich 1995:111-33). 

The NADC Garage (IDT-111) is a rectangular, one-story, wood frame building (Figure 
62). The foundation is on grade. The gable roof and exterior walls are covered with corrugated 
metal. Two six-light. fixed sash skylights are evenly spaced on the sout11 slope of the roof. The 
building measures 24 'x29'3". The main entry is on the nonh elevation, which bas two pairs of 
side opening utility 
doors. A five-panel 
door is centered on the 
west elevation and a 
six-ligbt, fixed sash 
win-dow is centered in 
the gable. Two six­
light, fixed sash 
windows are evenJy 
spaced on the south 
elevation. 

The NADC 
Garage was a part of 
Alex Matheson's min­
ing operation. Math­
eson bought a D-8 
Caterpillar Tractor in 
1945 and he built the 
garage in 1946 or 
1947 to shelter and 
maintain the D-8 and 
other heavy equipment 
(Agoff 1995:236; M.is-
covich 1995:111-34). 

Figure 62. The NADC Garage, 1993. 
The view is looking southeast. 

The NADC Wanigan (IDT-112) is a wood frame freight sled measuring 8'2"x 24'5" 
(Figure 63). The frame and floor are made of heavy timbers braced with metal plates. The tow 
bar is made of heavy metal pipe. A small rectangular, one-story, wood frame bunk.house 
measuring 8'2"x16' 1 is located on the hack two-thirds of the sled. Corrugated metal covers the 
flat roof and exterior walls. A plank door and six-light. fixed sash window are located on the 
front (north) elevation of the bunkhouse. A four-light, ftxed sash window is centered on the 
south elevation. A table, coffee pot, and bunks are located inside the structure. The sled is a 
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"Commonsense 
Sleigh" model, 
constructed by the 
Michler Company. 

Two freight 
sleds are located 27' 
east of the wanigan. 
The two sleds are 
identical and are 
parked side by side. 
A large metal boiler is 
located 12' west of the 
NADC Wanigan. 

The wanigan 
and freight sleds were 
probably built in the 
1930s. Alex Matheson 
used them from 1946 
to 1951 to haul fuel 
and lumber in the 
winter from the mouth 

1----

Figure 63. The NADC Wanigan, 1993. 
The view is looking southeast. 

of Crooked Creek on the Kuskokwim River to his headquarters in Flat. Matheson' s crew used 
a D-8 Caterpmar tractor to haul the sleds, Matheson crews hauled 600-700 barrels 1of fuel a 
year plus the equipment needed to support his mining operation. This was pan of Maitheson'' s 
efforts to become independent of Harry Donnelley. The large number of metal barrels in tih:e 
vicinity of the NADC complex are remnants of the fuel hauled from Crooked Creek (Agoff 
1995:234, 236-237; Miscovich 1995:111-34). 

The Balange Carpentry Shop (IDT-113) is a rectangular, one-story, wood frame 
building (Figure 64). The foundation consists of three parallel beams (one along each side and 
one in the center) which serve as skids during towing. A tow cable is threaded through each 
of the three skids. Corrugated metal covers the shed roof. The building measures 
12'2"x28'1011

• The exterior walls are covered with horizontal wood siding and corner bo~nds. 
The north and south walls have diagonal bracing to give the building additional strength. Tlile 
main entry is on the east elevation, which contains a five-panel door and a two-light, fi,~ed sash 
wind.ow. A pair of fixed sash windows, one with two lights and the other with six Ughts,, i:s 
centered on the south elevation. A small 4 'x8' shed roof addition with celotex siding is 110.cated 
on the east end of the south elevation. The roof is covered with corrugated metal and a p1.anlk 
door fa~s west. A row of four storage boxes is located along the base of the west el:evatiom. 
The boxes, which contained metal parts and fittings, are made of lumber. A shed roof 1covered 
with corrugated metal covers the boxes. The building held a set of carpentry tools in 1993. 

A wood frame outhouse. measuring 4'x4'6", is located 24' west of the carpent~y .shop. 
The outhouse has a shed roof covered with corrugated metal. The exterior is covered with 
horizontal wood siding. A two-panel door faces northeast. About 15' south of the carpentry 
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shop is the front: axle, 
wile.c:l's: and hitch of a 
pipe wagon. 1'f11e 
wagon frame aind. 
wheels: are: made: of 
wood. 

The dare tha1t: 
the Ba]ang~·~ Carpen:-­
try Shop was buillt is, 
unknown1. Tommy 
Biatiange; worked for 
Harry DoooeUey frnm 
]948 to 195L 
Bal!ainge was at skmool 
caq:>eoter and! he made 
dog; sle.ds iin. bis spare 
time:. ll!l\ the late 
]940s, the building, 
was located near 
BaJaFrge''s Hoi111-s.e 

(IDT-137)., l3alange 

Figure 64. The Balange Carpentry Shop, 
1993. TJit.e view is looking southeast. 

move.d it acmss the roadl in the fate l 94!0s. Jr0:hin Stevens moved the'. bl!llHding to its present 
locattio.:n1 aibol!lt 1912 or 1973. The carpentey shop. waS\ not part of the MADC suppmrt facilities 
(Agoff 11995:228,. 237). 

The App!tie­
ba:um H.ouse!St,e"1ens, 
Garage (IDT-U.4) is 
a rectangular, one­
story, wood fra,tlile 
buildlmg {Figu.re 65}. 
The (olll1ndatkm is: ou 
grade. The gable roof 
is covered witfu: COF­

rugated meta.Ii. Tb.e 
Cl!lllled (double) roof 
has 1 "xl" sleepers 
bet-ween the decking. 
This is tfue onlJy cu.Jfod 
roof obselived in Flat 
a:nd one of milly a, 
handful of b~ildimgs 
(a:M residential) drat 
have rain gmttem:s. The 

Filgure 6,5. 1'lr.e A.ppf.e:ba,1u1111 l!:Jious:e/St:evens Garage, 
ll.9,J. 'ftri:e view is f•king northwest .. 

73 



buil1ding measure.s 14'x30' a11di tile exte:ri.oF is covered with roofing felt over wood s,iding. The 
wa1llfs' have: beelil. cut off at the base and there aii:e. mo sill pila1tes .. The ma.in entcy is, Olil. the south 
e:le:vaticm, whidt fearnres a. pair of large· s,ide'-opening plank doors,. A p1Jank d'o:or is centered on 
t.lile north e.Eevatian,. Tlhe east elevati.Olili has a 2/1 single-huing wimdo,w' and a 1/1 double-hung 
window. The west e-te-vation bas ai 1/1 double-hl!Jng, wittdlow and a single:-,light~ fixed sash 
window.. SmaU strips of llu:ee layers, of dec.orntrilve. waHI paper aire located inside. the building 
near tt:le- c:eiling. Stowe pipe: is, locaited in the: morth endl of the west slope of the roof.. A 1935 
mod'.el T:.4o Intemationall U:airvester Tractor is pairkedl illlside the stmctume amd. a:ppe:alJl's to be in 
g,ood' cmufitioni .. 

The diaite, Saiim App.febaumi's House was built. is 111nbtown .. In the ].9,JOs. and. ]940s, it was 
located. ont the south bank o:Jf Otter Creek. betweelil tlile A.w~/Fulre.rtani Shop (ID'f-0:96) and the 
Mutchle·rl'Uotti1a/Fldlle1rr.olil Barn {FDT-097). Applebaum owmed a store (IDT-181) in ]ditarod in 
the 19]0s and he eventually bought the No.ttl1em Commercial Compan, Store (ID'l'-114) in that 
comm.ooity. When Iditrarodl wem.t: into decline,, Applebaum dos.ed! his. store ini 1925 and moved 
no Hat. I-farrry Ji)ornne:Uey hired Apple:baiwm to rum tfue ID'onneUe:y and! Slilep.pam:dl Store (IDT-077) 
afreli' Harry Sh.eppairdl died,. Afteli' Appl~baimin left Flat, the house wa.s aifuand.o:mect J1ofuin Stevens 
rem.ovedl ilie rot.ten floor and mowed tb.e buirdimg to its present tocaition fai11 ]972. Stevens used 
the bu1il:oim.g as: a gairaig~ (Agoff ]995:211-212,, 21.5, 238). 

The. Joe 1\<'1itchenl Cabin (IDT-US} is. a rectangular, o,ne~story" wood frame building 
(Figure 66):. Tllte. fouit1datioJn is 0111 grade: andl weathered tair p1aiper C:tJivers the: gable roof. The 
building nieaisures 14'4''x]8,'. The exterior walls are covered with. rolfe.d roofing over shiplap. 
The main emtliance 
faces east: and. has a 
t]uee-pa:inell door with 
a one-[.ighit door and a 
hoarded: u1, wimfl@w. A 
two-light. fixed sash 
wiJil.d:ow is 1.acated on 
the norili d .evation. A 
fi.ve,..pamel door is, 
focat.ed on the wes:t 
elevatioiil, aoo a win-, 
dow, opening is located 
on the south de:vanioni. 

Alil1 8!! "x8!'1' 11
' 

wood frame: worksho.p 
wi1th a shed roof is: 
located 5'U"' sourth of 
the ca.bin .. 'fhe founda­
tion is logs on grade. 
lhe roof is co,vcredl 
with corrugated metal 

Figmr·e 66. ·r.he J100 Mii:chdl Cabin, 1993·. 
The view is tooJ!dog nortl1.westi:., 
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and the e:lteri.or is sided with cet.otex.. A four-pHet. door wittl one.-right and. a, s,ix-tiight, fixed 
sash! window are loca,ted OEl. ti:he west ele:vation., A 6.'3 l• x.6'9'l wood fi:am:e building wiith a shed 
roof is Jocaifed 16'9'~ soutbeasn of the Workshop., TE1e foundafion is on grade. 1'he roof and 
north, east and south elevatilons are co1ered with corrugated, metaiL The exterior of the west 
elevani.on is covered with. hrnrizontal wood siding. A plank door is om the west. elevation. An 
8: 2.'''x8:'3" w:ood frame sbed is Eo:caiti:ed l '611 west andl souitb of' tlte smailfl shedl. 1he ft)undation 
i1s on grade. 'fhe shedl roof and nortfu,, eaist, and! west efevati:m1s. are covered with corrugated 
metal. 1'b.e. soU!ttliI ellevad.om isi cowered wiitlill fuorizontail1 wood siding. A U\!e-pamel door is on. the 
west elevaiti:itom. A sfuecl roof o:utfumcse,. laying, ou its, side. is located! 29''6" mmtltreast of the cabin. 
The, outhouse i:ueasuires: 4'x4\ 'Flte: mo:f andl e.xterior waUs are CQ,vered with wo,odl sidjng, 

The dlaire the Joe. Mi.txcbd~. Cabin was built aind itS! ori.ginal location are tl!nlrnown. The 
ca.bin was located om. the southeast edge of flat in. the 1940s amd ]950s.,, neaI the present location 
of the, Jllrin ing Rig (Eli)1- l l6)., Mite be IE was 
from ScotEandi amJ he came: to1 Allaiska as first 
mate of a S:teame:r. He was in rtte freiighting 
bl!Jsiness; iin Nome and moved to Plait im. 1.9]0. 
He wais am.e: of the: first dog m11J.shers to take 
a1 load of gold to, Seward\ over tt.he ld.itairodi 
Trail. Mitd1ell worked for various mi.lileis 
and! ltms,inessmen, imclmlling several years as 1 

the cane:ta!ker of Hairry DomieUey's ware­
houses in ldlt.amd. He lived in Hait untitl 
1955 or 1956. After he left, fo1is. cabin was 
ai.bandloned. JJa:funi Stevens movecJ tfue cabin to 
ins preseot locaiH.on in1 ihe midl-1960s, because 
the buifdiI~g was ~n the path o,f fuis dredge. 
'flite· cabin was n(l}t associated with the 
Matheso,n/NADC' operntion (Ag:off 1995 ~237-
238). 

'fbe NADC Drll Rig (mtr-lll6) is a 
wood frame drilling s.uoi.ctu1re (Hgure, 67). 
Tbe gantry is aboUlt 20' high. The base of 
the recliangulat sttucrure mo.eastll.re.s 5:'&''x.116/" 
and the foundation consists of a pair of 
limber skids, A smaU shed root' covered with 
eorrrugaited metal sl1efters, die gears located. 
inside: tfue frame of the d11UI ri1g. The rig was 
mainufai~tl!nredl by Ute 1'win Disk Clutch! 
Cornpanf. IiJriilling pipe is laiying across tfue 
frame of the· rig. Tfu1J('ee farg~ p1ifes, of & 0 and! 
16" hydraulic pipe measuring, 20' long are 
locatedl about 30' northeast of the drill dg. 
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fig.illre 67. 1~be NAJ!)C nrm Rig, 1993. 
Tbe vie:w is l(i)flking tllilrdt,west. 



The Drill Rig dates from the 1920s or 1930s. NADC crews use-d the drilJ to test m,in'i1ng 
claims for depth to bedrock and the amount of gold present. These tests determined whiic1h 
ground had enough gold to justify the expense of thawing and dredging (Miscovich 1995,:lU-J.5). 

The Shed on Skids (IUT-117) is a rectangular. one-story. wood frame building cm skids 
(Figure 68). The foundation consists of two 15' 2" timber skids lined on the bottom wiit'h metail. 
A tow cable at each end of the sled runs through the end of the skids. Planks cover dil'e skids~ 
creating a floor for the sled. A rectangular, one-story, wood frame building rests on 4nx8'1 

timbers running lengthwise along the floor. The enclosed building measures 5'6"x8'. The igab:le 
roof and exterior walls are covered with gaJvanized metal over shiplap. A 12" high band of 
shiplap is exposed along the base of the building. A doorway is located on the front (north) 
side. A plank door with one light is resting against the structure. A window opening w.itihout 
glass is located on 
both the south and 
west sides. 

The date this 
shed on skids was 
constructed is un­
known. It may have 
been associated with 
the NADC Drill Rig 
(IDT-116), located on 
the tailing piles to the 
west (Miscovich 1995: 
lll-.35). 

A large cast 
iron boiler (Site 
ZZZZ) is located 
about 600' south of 
the NADC Drill Rig 
(IDT-116). The boiler 
was used to thaw the 
frozen ground in the 

,. . 

Figure 68. Sled on skids, 1993. 
The view is looking southwest. 

early years of mining on Flat Creek. John Stevens used lhe 'boiler in lhe 1960s as a deadman 
to anchor die Matheson Dredge when it was operating just south of .Flat (Miscovich 1995·: III-36) .. 

The Flat Creek Ditch (IDT-144) is a man-made structure that has been excavated along 
lhe hillside southeast of Flat. The ditch is a linear feature that begins on Flat Creek and iru.IilS 

in a northerly direction for a distance of 1.5 miles on the east side of Flat Creek drainage and 
curving around to the east up the Otter Creek drainage. The ditch ends on the hillside <south of 
the Riley/Otter Creek Camp (lDT-201). The ditch is about 6' wide and 4' deep. 

The Yukon Gold Dredge Company built the Flat Creek Ditch in the 1910s to car,ry water 
from upper Flat Creek to its dredge on lower Flat Creek. The North American Dredge 
Company also used the Flat Creek Ditch to provide water for its dredging operations in the late 
1920s and l 930s (Miscovich 1995:III-36; Barnett 19954: 158; Agoff 1995:238-239). 
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West Flat 

Historic resources in west flat (Figure 69) are associated with dredging, maintenance and 
suppon activities for mining, and residential activity. This area was pan of the early townsite 
of Flat, but no early buildings or foundations remain. The area has been dredged several times. 
Disti.nctive herring-bone tailing piles run through the center of the area. 

Alex Math-
eson began dredging 
on the west side of 
Flat in 1932 with the 
Beaton Dredge (Mer­
tie 1933:7-14; Mis­
covich 1994:111-32). 
He continued dredg­
ing in and around 
Flat throughout the 
1930s. In 1938, he 
rebuilt the dredge 
and proceeded to 
dredge the old town­
site a second time 
(Miscovich 1995: 1-
3 ). In the 1960s, 
John Stevens made 
one last pass through 
the center of Flat 
with the Matheson 
Dredge. The dredge 
is located on the 
west side of Flat 
where Stevens shut 
down operations. 

0 ID'J!.119 

D BuUclhgs 
D Structures 

O Sites 

0 100 
Feet 

IDT-120 
\•CJ 
CD 

Figure 69. Map of west Flat. 

N 

The Matheson Dredge (IUT-118) is a two-story, steel frame strucrure ( Figure 70). The 
steel hull measures 39'x84' and rests on a shelf in a dredge pond. Galvanized metal covers the 
flat roof and exterior walls. The enclosed first floor structure measures 39'x57' . The second 
floor consists of a 20'x20'10" structure. a 20'x21 'S" addition on the east eod, and a 15'x16'2" 
addition (the bridge or control room) in the northwest comer, The gantry and the bucket line 
support strucrure are located on the west side of the dredge. A five-panel personnel door and 
an eight-light , fixed sash window are located on the first floor on each side of the gantry. A 
triple 1/1 single-hung window is located on the bridge on the second floor. The stacker. which 
is approximately 100' long and enclosed in galvanized metal, extends out ch.e back or east end 
of the dredge. A five-panel door, a utility door, and an eight-light, fixed sash window are 
located on either side of the stacker on the first floor. Two four-light, fixed sash windows are 
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located mill tfue se·oomdl 
flloo1r of 01e east 
elevatiom. 'ffue first 
flJooJi of the mortlil 
elevation. bas) a large 
ut.iUcy door,, four 4/4 
ltl:o.rizo1ntall single-hung 
windows,, and a 1/1 
fum~zo:mtal siiFlgle-hung 
wimdow. 1.fue· second. 
tloor· bas a, five-panel 
door and two 414 fuod­
z.01ntaJ s.i.ngle~ hung 
windows, Tbe first 
floor of the south. 
elevation has a five­
pamell persomnd door, 
fol!lli' 4./4 horizontal 
s.i1ngle-hung wiind.ows, 
and a 111 horizontal 

Figunre 10. The Matbes()im Dredge, 119)93. 
The view is lc110kmg norf:hwest. 

singl,e.-li:llllil1lg; window. The second floor has a five.-panel persorme.E door, two 4Jij horizontal 
s:ingle-hl\11li'lig windows, and a paiF of 4/'4 fuo:riz.ontal siD1g,le:-hl!l!ng window on the: b.ridlge:. A three­
cylliw:ferr gasOJiilile engine located om, Ure: fiirst noor olf tfue: dti:edge dlrives mo.st of the; machinery. 
The tuml!lile.n:. cirushiimg, stacki1n:g eql!.llipmem:. aindl the: bridge: are loc:ated on the second, fl.oor. The 
bucket line, whcch bas been removed. an<l is focat.ed a.bout 100· west of the dlred'ge, consists of 
70 3,.5 Cl!lli:li.c, foot buc.ke:ts .• 

Tfue Urtion1 Construction Compan)I bu1rlita\ wooden hull bucket Hne s-ta.cker dlredg,e for John 
Beatotll in 1916 ait the confluence of mack and Otter creeks, two miles east of Flat. The dredge 
featl!J:1redl a1 revolving trammel amd 2..5 cuill>fo foot ll>uickets, and wa_s, powered by two Scandia 
Enginee.dng; Compa:~y 50 horse power semi-diese.J e·ogines,.. From li9]_6 to1 1918, the Beaton 
Dredlg:e: worked its way up mack Creek, tbeti was. moved 11>.y horses b·ack to Otter Creek. During 
lth:e, folllowing decade, tile: dredge worle'd aJong Otter Creek towamdl Fllat .. Al.ex. Matheson, John 
Ereaton's dredge master, purchased! the dlred.ge about '1924. In 1~29, Mal.fuesmt began dredging 
m.iniing claims U!nder ilie: Hat townsitte· after dtm testing disclosed a, ricb bench, Olil the left limit 
of Flat Creek. thait tlte Gl!l1ggenhe.iims, had ove:rlookedl. Mat.besomi shl!llt the dredlge down in 1931 
and! restarted! it bdefly in 1936. He bmllllght in ai new huEt superstrucl'tllfe', alild. machinery in 
193,g andl completdy i:efuu1iEt the. dr.ed\ge (Boodttzen et a'i. 1992~25; Miscovich l995dll~37). He 
incre'2!sedl tlile hull size from 3.0~x60' tLo 39,x84'. aEllowrng the diedige to a.c.commodate a larger 
bucket liue (Brooks 19'16:58'-59;. Smiitlil 1942,:42,, 43). 

l'hese d!11ainges enabled the dredge· to dig, deeper to ireach tfu.e bedrnc:k lllnde:tr F'1Jatt. Known 
thereafter as th~ Matheson ])redge. lhe rebuiilt dlredge ope1tarted. almost c~ntmUtol!ll.sly for 17 years, 
imcludling tlilO-&t of World! War II. Atte-r Matheso[ll cetitred in the laite 1950s, the: dce.dge: operated 
i.ntemittently in the ]960s. John Stevens made. the last pas.s- mmu1gn the centrer 01f Flat$ stopping 
at the dredge's1 curre·nt location.. The dred.ge's best years we1re 11.916 when it recovered 12,433 
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ounces of gold near the mouth of Black Creek and 1941 when it recovered 9,582 ounces near 
the mouth of Flat Creek. Production over thirty-five seasons totaled 143.374 ounces of refined 
gold from 5,457,566 yards of processed pay (Bundtzen el al. 1992:25-26). 

The Jensen/NADC Pump House (IDT-119) is a rectangular, one-storyt wood frame 
building (Figure 71) located on the south bank of Otter Creek. The foundation consists of four 
12"x12'' skids. Cor-
rugated metal covers 
che gable roof. The 
building measures 
16'8"x 16' 11 ", while 
the skid frame 
structure extends 
another 19' to the 
south. The exterior 
walls are covered with 
ship lap. The south 
elevation includes a 
five-panel door and a 
pair of single-light 
windows that are 
covered with corru­
gated metal. A six­
light, fixed sash 
window is centered on 
the west elevation. 
The north elevation 
has a pair of boarded 

.Figure 71. The NADC Pump House, l.993. 
The view is 1ookin.g northwest. 

up single-light, fixed sash windows and a five-panel door. A boarded up two-light, fixed sash 
window is centered on the east elevation. A 12" metal water pipe extends from the east side of 
the building. A Washington Diesel engine is located in the center of the building. A large belt 
connects the engine to a drive shaft that turns th,e pump. A work bench i.s located along the 
south wall. 

The pump house was built on Willow Creek by Pete Jensen at an unknown date, probably 
in the 1930s. Alex Matheson moved the pump house to Flat in 1946 and set it up on the south 
bank of Otter Creek. Matheson's crews used the pump lo supply water from Otter Cree.k for 
thawing and preparing ground on the west side of Flat for the dredge (Agoff 1995:232-233). 
Prior to using this pump house with its diesel engine, Matheson used a Ford V -8 engine to pump 
water from Otter Creek (Miscovich 1995:111-47). 

TbeTurner/Ratten/AgoffCatsheds (IDT-120) consists of two attached rectangular, one­
story, wood frame buildings (Figure 72). Both buildings rest on wood blocks on grade and have 
shed roofs covered with corrugated metal. The first building measures 22'7"x31 '4" and has 
exterior walls covered with shiplap. Two pairs of side-opening utility doors are evenly spaced 
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on the south elevation of the building. The east elevation contains a six-light, fixed sash window 
and a plank door with a two-light, fix.ed sash transom window. Two six-light, fixed sas!b 
windows are located on the north elevation. The second building is joined to the west :side of 
the first structure, which is taller. A space of 2'2" separates the buildings. The two hn'ildb1g:s 
are connected on the south elevation (main entry) by an exterior wall. On the nortlh side. a 
small utility door cotmects the two buildings. A vertical plank door connects the first bu.iitdi,.mg 
with a five-panel door in the second building. The second building measures 18'1 "x.24'4 11 and 
the exterior is covered with shiplap. Two pairs of side opening utility doors are evenly spaced 
on the south elevation. A six-light, fixed sash window is centered on the west and nonth 
elevations. A third 
building, known as the 
parts shed, is located 
about 8' northeast of 
the first catshed. The 
parts shed is a rec­
tangular, one-story, 
wood frame building. 
The foundation is 
blocks on grade. 
Corrugated metal 
covers the shed roof. 
The building measures 
8' l011 x 18'4". The 
exterior walls are 
covered with wood 
siding. The south 
elevation has a plank 
door and a pair of six­
light, fixed sash 
windows. A two­
Hght, fix.ed sash 

Figure 72. The Turner/Hatten/ Agoff Catsheds, 
1993. The view is looking northeast. 

window is located on the west and north elevations. Metal barrels and engine parts are scattered 
on the east side of the Catshed and Parts Shed. 

George Turner, Frank Hatten, and Johnny Baquir built the catsheds and parts shed in 
1940 and 1941 to service and shelter the D-7 and D-8 Caterpillar tractors used in their mining 
operation on Black Creek. After Turner died in the mid-1940s , Hatten and Baquir continu·ed 
using the buildings for their mining operations. Sergie and Alvin Agoff acquired the buildings 
from George Turner's heirs in 1966 to support their mining operations on Prince Creek (Agoff 
1995:222, 235; Miscovich 1995:III-47; Kepler 1995: 127). 

Site E-2, located about 200' east of the catsheds, was formerly an old wood .saw on 
skids. The saw was powered by a gasoline engine. In recent years. a freight sled was locaroed 
at that site. The wood saw and the freight sled were removed from the site prior to 1993" 
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The Sagoff/Demientieff/WintzHouse (IDT-121) is a rectangular, one-story. wood frame 
building (Figur-e 73). The foundation is hidden by corrugated metal skirting. The gable roof 
is c-overed with corrugated metal. The house measures 12'3 "x 19' 11" and the exterior is sided 
with shiplap. The south elevation has a pair of two-light, fixed sash windows and a separate 
two-light, fixed sash window. The east elevation has a two-light, fixed sash window and a small 
shed roof arctic entry. The arctic entry has a five-panel door facing south and a single-light, 
fixed sash window facing east. A shed roof addition on the north elevation joins the gable roof 
at Lhe apex. The addition measures 12'xl 9' 11" and wood siding covers the exterior. The east 
elevation of Lhe addition has a pair of single-light, fixed sash windows. The north elevation has 
two single-light, fixed sash windows and the west elevation has a four-light, fixed sash window. 

Two rectangu-
lar, one-story, wood 
frame storage build­
ings and an outhouse 
are located west of the 
house. The first stor­
age shed is located 8' 
from the house and 
has a foundation of 
logs on grade. Cor­
rugated metal covers 
the shed roof. The 
shed measures 8' 1 "x 
10' 4" and Lhe exterior 
is covered with cor­
rugated metal over 
wood siding. A plank 
door covered with 
corrugated metal faces 
east and a six-light, 
fixed sash window 
faces west. The 
second storage build-

Figure 73. The Sagoff/Demientieff/Wintz House, 
1993. The view is looking northeast. 

ing is 2'3" north of the first storage building and has a foundation of logs on grade. The 
building measures ll '5"x12'6". Corrugated metal over wood decking covers the gable roof. 
The exterior is covered with roofing felt and batten on the east elevation, corrugated metal and 
batten on the north elevation, wood siding on the west elevation. and corrugated metal on the 
south elevation. A five-panel door faces east. 

A wood frame outhouse is located about 30' west of the two storage buildings. The 
outhouse rests on grade and corrugated metal covers the shed roof. The building measures 
3'6"x4'8" and the exterior walls are covered with roofing felt and batten. A four-panel door 
faces south and a single-light, fixed sash window faces west. 

A rectangular wood frame greenhouse wilh a gable roof is located 32' nortl1east of the 
house. The foundation is on grade. The building measures Tl 1 "x9'9". The lower portion of 
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the walls are sided with horizontal wood siding. The upper part of the walls and the roof w,ere 
covered with plastic, but the plastic has been torn off. A one-panel door with two lights faces 
west. 

A square, one-story, wood frame wood shed is located 28' southeast of the house. The 
foundation is on grade. Corrugated metal covers the gable roof and exterior walls. Ttae fon,gth 
of each side of the wood shed is 12'. The north elevation bas an. entry with no door trnd ithere 
is a window opening with no frame facing south. 

A rectangular, one-story. wood frame workshop building (Figure 74) is located s.2~6 11 east 
of the wood shed. The foundation is not visible. Roofing felt covers the gable roof. The 
building measures 16' l ''xl8'1 '' and the exterior is covered with wood siding. The main entry 
is the north elevation, which has a pair of side opening doors covered with celotex. The norith 
elevation is covered 
by an enclosed porch. 
The shed roof and ex­
terior walls of the 
porch are covered 
with corrogated metal. 
A ramp measuring 
3'6 11 xl5' extends 
through the porch to 
the doors. The e-ast 
elevation has two 
single-light, fixed sash 
windows. The south 
elevation has a two­
light, fixed sash win­
dow. The west eleva­
tion bas a pair of fixed 
sash windows, one 
with two lights and the 
other with one light. 

Debo Sagoff 
built this house about 
1933 with the assist-

Figure 74. Dave Wintz's Workshop, 1993. 
The view is looking southeast. 

ance of Nick Sopoff and Harry Kardanoff. Sagoff and Harry Agoff were partners mining on 
Prince Creek. Sagoff moved the house a short distance to the east to its present location .in 1946 
when the Matheson Dredge came through the area. After Sagoff died, Freddie Demientieff~ a 
trapper, and his wife Marie owned the house in the 1970s. Dave Wintz acquired the property 
in the early 1980s and built the greenhouse, wood shed and shop buildings using aumhe:r 
salvaged from the Violet Wadsworth House (IDT-150) (Agoff 1995:227, 232; Miscovidh 1995: 
111-43-44, 46). 

82 



Flat Creek Road (Figure 
75) was primarily a residential 
area. Residents consisted of a mix 
of white collar workers employed 
by Harry Donnelley and miners· 
families. This area was referred 
to as the "500 Club 11 or "Brainy 
Gulch" hecause Donnelley and. 
many of his better paid employees 
lived on the road.. The northern 
half of the residential area along 
Flat Creek was mined by dredge. 
The area is characterized by 
tailing piles or tailings that have 
been graded. The southern end of 
the residentiaJ area was not mined, 
and many of the buildings were 
damaged by pennafrost. The 
southern end of Flat Creek Road 
also has resm1rces associated with 
e.arly dredging. These resources 
include the Martin Creek Ditch 
and the Guggenheim Parts Ware­
house. 

'The Fullerton/Durand/ 
Roper/Byrd House (IDT-133) is 
an "L'' shaped, one-story, wood 
frame building (Figure 76). The 
foundation consists of logs on a 
raised rock pad. Wood shingles 
cover the gable roof. The house 
measures l2'2"x22'9" . The exter­
ior walls are covered with roofing 
felt over wood shingles. The 
main entry is on the east 
elevation, which contains a 
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Figure 75. Map of Flat Creek Road. 

boarded up four-light, fixed sash window and. a shed roof arctic entry measudng 4 '2"x5'2 .. . A 
four-panel door with one light is located on the north elevation of the arctic entry. The north 
elevation has two boarded up windows. The south elevation has a boarded up window a,md a 
gable roof addition extending south from the main portion of the building. The caddidon 
measures 12'2"xl4'3" and has a boarded up window centered on the south elevation. A siQgle-
1.ight, fixed sash window on the east elevation. This addition gives the house an "L" shape. 
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A gable roof 
addition measuring 
10'6"xl2'2" is located 
at the west or back 
side of the house. A 
boarded up window 
faces west and a two­
light, fixed sash 
window faces south. 
A shed roof addition 
measuring 11 '5 "x 
14'8" is located on the 
north side of house. 
The shed roof and 
exterior walls are 
covered with corru­
gated metal. A two­
light, fixed sash win­
dow faces east and a 
boarded up window 
faces north. An entry 

Figure 76. The Fullerton/Durand/Roper/Byrd House, 
I 993. The view is looking southwest. 

on the west elevation has no door. A shed roof arctic entry measuring 3 '4 "x3' 11" is located on 
the west end of the south side of this addition. The arctic, entry abuts the west side of tihe weslt 
gable additioo. The south elevation of this arctic entry has a five-panel door. 

A storage shed measuring 10'4"xl2'2" is located 9' west of the house. Corrugated meta[ 
covers the shed roof. The exterior is covered with wood siding and roofing felt and batten. The 
south elevation contains a set of side opening panel doors. A plank door is located on the ,lilorth 
elevation of the storage shed. 

The date that the Fullerton/Durand/Roper/Byrd House was buiJt is unknown. The house 
was originally located on the north side of Otter Creek. In the 1920s, it was moved to the area 
between the present location of the Matheson Dredge (IDT-118) and the Donnelley and Slaeppaad 
Store (JDT-077). Jim and Anna Fullerton, who owned a grocery store in the early 1920s,, Hved 
in the house. Jim Fullerton died in 1925 and Mrs. Fullerton so.Id the store. In 1929, :s'he rpaid 
Gus Uotila to move the house, which lay in the path of the Matheson Dredge, near tbe Pe:ter 
Miscovich House (IDT-094). Mrs. Fullerton was the postmaster in Flat and the present sou.tih 
wing of the house served as the post office. When the Fullerton family left Flat in 1933, Arma 
sold the house to Henry Durand. About 1935, Durand sold the house to Milton Roper, one of 
Harry Donnelley's employees. Donnelley moved the house to Flat Creek Road, where Roper 
and his family resided until 1946. Harold Byrd, the accountant in Donnellefs Bank, and hiis 
wife Bessie purchased the house and lived in it from 1946 until 1951. The house was ab:au.dooed 
after that (Miscovich 1995:II-18, IV-52; Fullerton 1995: 113-114; Agoff 1995:226). 

The Remington/Du try /Baquir Rouse (IDT-134) is a :rectangular. one-story, wood frame 
building partially in ruins (Figure 77). The foundation is timbers on grade. The gable ,roof 'is 
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covered with corru­
gated metal over wood 
decking. The main 
part of the building 
measures 12'x12•2". 
The exterior is 
covered with roofing 
felt over wood siding. 
The main entry is on 
the east elevation, 
whkh incJudes a 
doorway with no door 
and a window opening 
with no window. The 
south elevation also 
has a window open­
ing. A shed roof 
addition measuring 
11'8"x 20'10" is 
located on the north 
side of the house. A 

Figure 77. The Remington/Duffy/Baquir House, 
1993. The view is looking southwest. 

window opening is located on the east and north elevations. A shed roof addition is located on 
the west side of the house and measures 9'x12'. The shed roof is missing and the west wall is 
collapsed. Another addition measuring 12'1 11 x20' extends to the south from the west addition. 
The shed roof and east and west walls are missing. The west wal.l has collapsed. A door way, 
now missing. faced south. 

The date and location where the Rem.ington/Duffy/Baquir House was built are unknown. 
Al Remington lived in the house in the 1920s and built the additions for his five daughters. Bill 
Duffy moved the house from near the present location of the Turner/Hatten/ Agoff Catsheds 
(IDT-120) to its present location in 1937 or 1938. Duffy lived in the house with his partner, 
Nellie Beatty. After Duffy and Beatty left Fla.t, they sold the house to Johnny Baquir 
(pronounced 11B0-kay"). Baquir, who mined in partnership with George Turner and Frankie 
Hatten, lived in the house wi.th his wife. Lutka, during the 1940s and early 1950s. After they 
left Flat in the summer of 1952, the house was abandoned. Mike and Josephine Demientieff 
moved to Flat from Holy Cross in the mid-1970s and purchased the house from Baquir. Rudy 
Demientieff tried to fix it up, but it had deteriorated too far. The Demientieffs salvaged lumber 
from the building for fire wood (Agoff 1995:2260; Miscovich 1995:IV-52-53; Kepler 1995: 128). 

The Harry Agoff Bouse (IDT-135) is a rectangular, one-story, wood frame building 
(Figure 78}. The foundation is tog and wood blocks on grade. Roofing felt covers the hipped 
roof. The building measures 15' 10"x24 '5". The exterior is covered witb shiplap and features 
corner boards. The main entry is on the west elevation. which includes a decorative single-light. 
fixed sash window and a shed roof arctic entry. The roof of the arctic entry is covered with 
roofing felt and the exterior is covered with horizontal wood siding. The south wall of the arctic 
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entry is m1ssmg. A two-lig.ht, decorative fixed sash window is on the west elevation. The upper 
light is a band of diamond lights. The north elevation of the house bas a window opening with 
no frame and another window that has been permanently ·boarded up. The east elevation has two 
window openings. One was formerly a door and a third window has been permanently boarded 
up. 

A 14'1l"x24'5" 
addition on the south 
side of the house rests 
on a wood block foun­
dation. The shed roof 
is covered with roof­
ing feJt over wood 
decking. The exterior 
is sided with roofing 
felt over shiplap. A 
window opening is 
present on the east, 
west and south ele­
vations. A door 
opening is located near 
the middle of the walJ 
between the house and 
the addition. The 
building is in poor 
condition. 

The date the 
Harry Agoff House 

Figure 78. The Harry Agoff House, 1993. 
The view is looking northwest. 

was built is unknown. Harry Agoff moved the house from lditarod to Flat in 1933 and built the 
addition that is now on the south side of the building shortly afterwards. Harry Agoff, who 
mined on Prince Creek, lived in tl1e house with bis family during the winters until 1939, and 
used it intermittently thereafter. In 1948 tbe Agoffs moved the building from a. spot west of the 
Sagoff/Demientieff/Wintz House to its present location because the house was in the path of the 
Matheson Dredge. The building has not been occupied since it was moved to its present location 
(Agoff 1995:227). 

The Ogriz House (lDT-132) is a rectangular, one-story, wood frame, building with three 
additions (Figure 79). The foundation is not visible. Corrugated metal and roofing felt cover 
the gable roof. The house measures 14'2"x22'4" and the roof line is oriented north-south. The 
exterior walls are covered with roofing felt. The three additions bave tbe same roof covering 
and exterior siding as the house. The main entry is on the west elevation. which includes a shed 
roof addition measuring 5'4"xl2'4". This addition has a five-panel door facing south, a two­
light, fixed sash window facing west anc.l a four-light, fixed sash window facing north. The 
south elevation of the house has a pair of two-light, fixed sash windows. The north elevation 
has a two-light, fixed sash window and a boarded up window in the gable. A shed addition on 
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tbc· east s1ide of nhe: 
building, measures, 
12'x 22'4'1• A pair 0if 
two-tight, fixed sash 
windows; ame focated 
on the south elevaitforo1. 
A five-panei} door and 
a\ liWo-]ight,, fiixed sasb 
wi1mdow aFe located. on. 
the 110-rth etevation. A 
two-light, fixed! sash 
wi.ndo,w a[cldl a. shed 
ad'di1tion measuFing 
T2"'x]8'4"· are Focated 
on toe east er.evation .. 
'fhis: thlirdl addlition filas 
two sfoc-Hgb.t. fixed, 
s.as.lit windows. on the; 
east elevation amd a. 
four-ligllt,, fixed, sash 
wimdow on the north 
eleva.tiou. 

J1gi11Ji'·e 7:9. The Ogliiz, House, 1993., 
'I~h. "11 , • • 11.. t , . 1e v1.e.w J!S 00"'11Jil\g n0rt11.1.eas · •. 

Tfue ruins of another build11ng are located 15, -20' nortih-cast of the house.. The ruins 
includes, the remains of a timli>eF fcnmclationmeasuring about ]O'X.tO' and otheli structural debris. 
Tfue: d.e:bris includes loose· boards and! the ga~Les from. a roof .. 'Fbe walls andl roof cl!r::e missing. 
lhis1 fea.tutce was probably a storage bui:Mi.mg as.1,0,daited witth trhe house. 

J0,fun OgFiz, rucknanoed "John. Gear Greaise, 11 bwi]tr this hol!lse in 1934.. Og,riz. moved the 
house to, its. cwnentr location in trhe late 1930s and. J.ived, in iin for many years. Ogri~ .moved to 
Flat in 19·10. H,e worked as a wu1chmau om. d1c· dredlgcsi, mitned in p·artue.rshi1p, with Gus Uotila 
on Slate Creek in tfae. ]9·30s. amd later mined by himself on Moore Creek aindl. worked for the 
Alaska R.o-adl Commiss.ion, fa the· 1930s., Ogdz married Flaf's, school teacher mnl b.uilt additions 
on the west and e-asE sidles, of the house,. Ogriz. gavei the: house: to Alvin Ag,off w,he:n. lite le.ft Flat 
in 1959. Agoff gave the house to, Glen Johnson in 1975. who later sold it to Jim Cruise in the 
l 9·80s. The house was badly cfetedoratred before Cruise: made it habiitable again (Agpff 1995: 
242; FuHertoni 1995: H5; Miscovich ]995:IV-54). 

The K.arda».off/H!a.t.ten.!Stuver Bmmse (IDT'-1'.l 1), consists of the rnitns of a rectangular, 
one-story. wood frame buildimg (Figu1e 80). The l'.og, foumdlad.on1 is on grade. The gable roof 
is. c:o,vered. with corrugated! wet.at l'he lilouse lil'l!ea.slll1res 11 'x2J ''8/". Weathered roofimg felt over 
woodl siding covers, tllie exterior waiDis. The eas.t wain aind roof on d1.e east end oif the house have 
collapsed. The. mailil entry is, on the south elevation, which indud!es1 a fouF-tig.ht, fixed sash 
window and. a gable roofed airctic entry measuring 5'x6,'. The aFctic entry has a four-Hght, fixed 
sash wimdow facing west' a'Jitd a. door opening fa:c:mg south .. A five·panef door is Eeaniing against 
the cnnry just outside the building. A wind.ow o,pelilmg is cemtered in the east amdl west elevations 
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of the house. A 11 '6"x20'4" shed addition is located on the north elevation. The roof, w:J:ilich 
was covered with roofing felt, has collapsed into the addition. A two-light, fixed sash wiit)ldow 
is located on the east elevation and a six-light, fixed sash window is on the ground lbeto:w a 
window opening on the, west elevation. An entry without a door and a boarded up window arie 
located on the north elevation of the addition. Flooring on the ground just north of the addition 
suggests that another 
shed was attached to 
the north. 

The ruins of a 
partially collapsed 
shed are located 7 '4" 
west of the house. 
The shed roof is miss­
ing. The shed meas­
ured 12'6°x21 '. Cor­
rugated metal over 
wood siding covers the 
exterior walls. The 
corrugated metal is 
stripped. in areas 
exposing the siding. 
Part of the east wall is 
missing and the other 
walls are warped. 
The south elevation 
contains a door open­
ing and a two-light, 
fixed sash window. A 

Figure 80. The Kardanoff/Hatten/Stuver .Bouse, 
1993. The view is looking northwest. 

boarded up window opening and a doorway with no door is located on the west elevation.. A 
pair of single-light, fixed sash windows are located on the north elevation of the shed. 

Harry Kardanoff built this house in 1941 in its present location. Kardanoff constructed 
the house around an addition that had been on the Walter Sakow log cabin (IDT-138) next lo 

Sakow>s frame house. The Kardanoff House was damaged in 1942 when Flat Creek !Uooded .. 
Kardanoff sold the house in 1946 to his 'brother-in-law, Jerry Demientieff, who sold the )house 
to Frank Hatten. Hatten was a cat operator who mined in partnership with George Turner aillld 
Johnny Baquir. He lived in the house from 1946 until he left Flat in 1954. Joe and Jule 'Sruv,e,r 
Jived in the house during the summers of 1955 and 1956. The house was abandoned afteir that 
(Agoff 1995:242-243; Miscovich 1995:IV-57; Fullerton 1995: 115). 

The Anderson/Stuver House Ruins (IDT-136) consists of the remains of a rectangular. 
one-story, wood frame building (Figure 81). The walls and roof are missing. The fouindation 
is horizontal logs on grade. The building covered an area measuring 10'x15'4". The flooring 
consisted of l "x2" )umber on 2"x4" joists. Small scraps of corrugated metal and linoffel!lm are 
located around the building. Artifacts present at the site include small sections of cable, gfass 
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bottles and enamel­
ware. 

The date this 
building was con­
structed and its origin­
a I location are un­
known. In the early 
1930s, the house was 
sitting on blocks on 
tailings near the 
present location of the 
Anderson Shed (IDT-
129). Amanda Ander­
son lived in the house 
in the early 1930s. 
When the Matheson 
Dredge came through 
the area, her family 
moved the building in 
1935 to its present 
location. She did not 

Figure 81 . Tbe Anderson/Stuver House Ruins, 
19913. The view is looking nortbe.ast. 

live in the building after it was moved. When she left Flat in 1958, her ex-husband Jule 
Stuver, bought the building from her. In 1967, Minnie Brink tore the building down a1rnd 
salvaged the lumber 
(Agoff 1995:227-228, 
239). 

The McCon­
eghy/Balange House 
(IDT-137) consists of 
the ruins of a square, 
one-story, Jog building 
(Figure 82). The 
foundation is horizon­
tal log on grade and 
the building, which 
has collapsed, meas­
ures 15'5" per side. 
Roofing felt and 
corrugated metal cover 
the hip roof. The 
exterior is log. A 
partially collapsed 
shed addition is lo-

Figure 82. The McConeghy/Balange House Site, 
1993. The view is looking northeast. 
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cated on the south side of the house. The addition measures 11 'x1Y5'1 and the exterior is 
covered with wood siding. The shed roof, wbicb has partially collapsed into the structure, is 
covered with roofing felt. A plank door is located on the south elevation. Another addition is 
located on the east side of the south addition. The east addition, which has become separated 
from the rest of the house, measures 9'xl 1'. The addition has tipped over, with the shed roof 
facing east. 

The date the McConegby/Balange House was built is not known, but it may date to the 
1910s or 1920s. Silas McConeghy lived in the cabin for many years and he died of pneumonia 
in the cabin about 1939. McConeghy moved to Flat during the 1910s. He was a wood cutter 
and a close friend of Mrs. Harry Donnelley . After McConegby died, Tommy Balange acquired 
the house. Balange was a Frenchman. He prospected for a number of years on DonJin Creek, 
during which time Dona La Chance lived in his house on Flat Creek Road. Balange moved to 
Flat and worked in the Donnelley and Sheppard Store from 1948 to 1951. He lived in the house 
during those years. He was a dog musher and made dog sleds. Balange followed Harry 
Donnelley and Bob Acheson to Kodiak in the earJy 1950s. He returned for one week during the 
summer of 1957. The house has been abandoned since that time (Miscovich 1995:IV-55-56; 
Fullerton I 995: 115; Agoff 1995: 228). 

The remains of 
an Underground Cold 
Storage Facility 
(JDT-244) are loca.ted 
78' west the McGon­
eghy house ruins 
(Figure 83). AU tliat 
is visible of the cold 
storage facility on the 
surface is d1e entry­
way, which is caved 
in. The entry consists 
of a circular berm sur­
rounding a rectangular 
log structure. The 
rectangular entryway 
measures 8'5"x 9'5 11 

and is 4' deep. The 
roof is missing and the 
entryway is partly 
filled with earth and 
brush growing on top. 

Figure 83. The entry to the Underground Cold Storage 
Facility, 1993. The view is looking north. 

It is not known if I.he underground chamber is still in tact. About 50' west of the entry to the 
Underground Cold Storage Facility are the ruins of a collapsed frame shed. The roof and walls 
of the shed were covered with corrugated metal. 

According to an infom1ant, this subterranean structure was one of the underground cold 
storage facilities that Harry Donnelley used for storing meat for his store (IDT-077) before he 
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constructed his above ground freon refrigeration unit (IDT-078) in the 1930s. Donnelley stored 
reindeer meat in this faciJit)'. The reindeer we.re brought to Flat from Bethel. The entry shaft 
to the Subterranean Cold Storage Facility was 40' deep and had two doors. The size of the 
underground facility, which was built in pennafrost, is unknown but was reponedly 
"cavernous." The structure was insulated with saw dust and the reindeer carcasses were hung 
from the ceiling with meat hooks (Agoff 1995:231, 232). 

Tbe Lapp/Williams/Wolf Cabi.o Site (IDT-245) consists of a scatter of structural 
elements of a building and domestic artifacts located on the south edge of a small stream, about 
400' west of Flat Creek Road and about 200' west of the McConeghy/Balange House Site 
(IDT-137). The ruins are located in a low area of wet tundra and it measures about 20'x40' . 
Debris and anifacts include pieces of lumber and corrugated metal, metal bedframes. cans. glass 
bottles, wooden boxes, amt enamelware. 

The cabin was built in tl1e 1930s or earlier. It was abandoned in the late 1930s. Art 
Lapp fixed it up in 1940 or 1941. Bill Williams lived in tbe cabin from the late 1940s until 
about 1952. Bob Wolf, his wife, and their baby were living in the cabin in November 1976 
when a Coleman stove staned a fire that destroyed the cabin (Agoff 1995:231-232, 252). 

The Bassoff/Sakow House (IDT-138) is a rectangular, one-story, wood frame building 
(Figure 84). The foundation is log on grade. The building measures 7'x10'2''. The gable roof 
is covered by roofing felt over wood decking, although most of the roofing felt bas blown off. 
The east side of the gable roof is partially collapsed. The exterior walls a·re covered by 
deteriorated wood sid-
ing. A hoarded up 
window is located on 
the east elevation and 'F-· 
a shed roof addition ~ ,. 
measuring 4'5"x8'2" 
covers the south ele-
vation. The roof is 
covered with wood 
decking and has 
partialJy col lapsed. 
The addition bas a six.­
light, fixed sash 
window and a door 
opening facing south. 
A four-panel door is 
leaning against the 
wall just inside the 
entry. Another shed 
addition measuring 
9'x10'2" is locate(] oo 
the west side of the 

Figure 84. The Bassoff/Sakow House, 1993. 
The view is looking northeast. 
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buildi.ng. A window opening is located on the north and west elevations of the addition. The 
building and its additions are in poor condition. 

A collapsed pole frame outhouse measuring 3'2"x3'7'' is located 42' south of the house. 
The shed roof is covered with flattened gasoli.ne cans and the exterior is covered with vertical 
and horizontal siding. A large garbage dump is located 40' northwest of the house. The 
garbage is spread out over an area measuring about 20'x30'. Artifacts include metal fuel 
barrels, gasoline cans, corrugated metal, lumher of various sizes, food cans, and cooking 
utensils. 

The Bassoff/Sakow House was built in the 1920s or early 1930s. Harry Bassoff lived 
in the bouse in the early 1930s. After Bassoff moved to Fairbanks, Walt.er Sakow, a Russian 
miner on Willow Creek, lived int.be cabin from the mid-1930s until 1950. Sakow had a log 
cabin next to his house. Harry Kardanoff, who was part Native and was married to Tasiana 
Demientieff, lived in the cabin with his family in the late 1930s and early 1940s. After 
Kardanoff moved out of the cabin in the fall of 1941, Sakow tore the log cabin down for wood. 
Nothing remains of the log cabin except for a few pieces of lumber on the ground. Sakow died 
of tuberculosis in the cabin in 1950 (Agoff 1995:228-229). 

No remains were found of the old Donnelley/ACS Wireless Station. Harry Donnelley 
lived in a small house in the 1920s and mid-1930s on the east side of Flat Creek Road. 
Donnelley's house was located directly across the street from the Bassoff/Sakow House. After 
Donnelley built a new home (IDT-085), the Signal Corps used his old house as the 'Wireless 
Station in the late [930s (Fullerton 1995:116; Miscovich 1995:IV-50; Agoff 1995:231). 

The remains of the Becker House Ru:b1s (IDT-139) are located 53' east and 27' south 
of the Bassoff/Sakow House. Only the east wall and parts of the north and south wall of an 
addition lhat faced Flat Cree.k Road are intact and standing. The foundation is on grade and the 
shed roof of the add.it.ion is covered with galvanized metal. The remains of the addition 
measures 4'2"x10'7" and the exterior is covered with flattened kerosene cans over board and 
batten siding. A window opening faces south. A work bench is located inside the addition. 
wb.ich appears to have been a workshop. 

A rectangular pole and wood frame shed is located south and west of the Becker House 
ruins and 80' west of Flat Creek Road (Figure 85). The foundation is on grade. Corrugated 
metal covers the exterior walls. The building measures 7'2"x10'6". The shed roof is covered 
with corrugated. metal. but the west half of the roof is missing. A screen mattress frame and 
an enamelware pitcher are located inside the building. A four-panel door is laying on the ground 
northwest of the building. A scatter of scrap metal, gas cans and barrels are located east of the 
building. 

The date the Becker House was built is unknown. Edward 11 Cap" Becker lived in the 
house in the 1930s. Becker was from Germany and he was the captain of the riverboat Nome 
before he came to Flat. He mined claims on Bonanza and Chicken creeks. He had long 
whiskers and. was said to look like a pirate. His house was built of logs with kerosene cans 
covering the exterior walJs. Only the frame add.ition facing east remains. Becker Left Flat in 
the fall of 1937 and <lied shortly thereafter in Fairbanks. The cabin was abandoned and 
remained standing until Freddie Demientieff tore it down in 1957 or 1958 for the wood. The 

92 



building located south 
and west of the house 
ruins may have been 
one the sheds that 
Becker used to store 
fire wood and dog 
harnesses (Agoff 
1995: 2:28-230). 

The Crook/ 
Caug.hrean/Demien­
tieff House (IDT-140) 
is a rectangular, one­
story, log and wood 
frame building with 
five additions (Figure 
86). The foundation 
consists of beams on. 
grade. The gable roof 
and exterior siding is 

Figure 85. Cap Becker's log and wood frame shed, 
1993. The view is looking uortheast. 

covered with roofmg felt over wood siding, although most of the roofing felt on the roof is 
missing. The house measures 12'x 15'. The main entry is on the east e.levation, which includes 
a window opening and a 4'x5'10" shed roof arctic entry. The arctic entry has a doorway facing 
east. A shed addition 
on the south side of 
the house measures 
T7" x12'. Unlike the 
roof of the house and 
other additions, the 
roof addition is 
covered with corrugat­
ed metal. A single­
light, fixed sash 
window faces east and 
a small boarded up 
window faces south. 
Another shed addition 
is located on the west 
end of this addition 
and measures 7'711x 
12'. A window open­
ing faces south. An­
other shed addition is 
located on the west 
end of the house. This 

Figure 86. The Crook/Caughrean/Demientieff House, 
1993. The view is looking northwest. 
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acfdi.don me.3!sU11tes: rxtl'lO". The west wall is nm.de of logs and bas a window opening. A 
s:hedl additi.on, on the north side of' rhe building meaisl!lll'e'.S: M).~6"xl4'7". A window opening is 
located om the Jilortfu and\ east elevations. At the: west end of thrs addli1t:i.om is, another shed roof 
addition measuring ]0' 5 ((x 1 O' 6" . A doorway fa:.ces north, aind most of the wood s,id img has been 
rentovedl from, the m.:orth, west and! south waUs. Tl1e, l~ouse is ifll poor condiiti.0111. 

'lhe CrookJCaiugfu.ir~am!Demfortti.eff House was origim,wlny a fog cabim. Thes additions on 
tlile north,, east and so,uth sides were added. befo,r.e ]93,5 {Agoff 1995:230) , The limuse was built 
m this locaition in tfue early 1920:s. H.emy Crook,. a m1imer wfuo worked! for frank Manley on 
WiiHow Creek: in the early and midi-1920s 1 li\vedl in the, hom,se: in the 1920s. After Crook left Flat 
in the; late ] 920s,, Milo Caiu:gfuean lived in the bouse: for many years. Cauighrean1 worked for 
H.atfry DoMe.llley a1i1di later ais ain engineeri 01.11 the Maithescm D.redlge.. Caughrean, his wife 
Maxine, and their chUdrelill li'.redl in the ho1!ls:e until ] 942 (Mrscovi.c.h 1995:IV-56; FuUenon 
]9941: H6)1 when Cauiglitrean j'oililedl lht:> Merchamt Marime for the dluiration of· Wodd War IL 
C.aiugluean returned! to, FJlat briefly in 1945, but tftte. house· was e.nilpty wm:til: I1:e sold iit. to Clyde 
De1nientieff in 1950.. Demie1i1tieff Hved im, the house several year$.. The last occupants were 
some G.F.s. who, stayed in the hl!Jlildling pa1ri: of the s1rn;rme.r of ]954 (Agoff 1995~230). 

'fhe Nasb/MiiUer H@us,e Ruins (ID'F-,141) consist of a c:oi:fapsed :rectangular~ one-story, 
wood frame buUding (Figure 87}. The fouuda.ti.01111 is log OI11! grade. Weather torn1 mofing felt 
over wo,od decking C'OVers: tfue gabl'e roof and ex_terior walls. 'Ihe llm1ilding meaaures 12·411x 
12'10'\ Tfae lto1!Jse colfap,sed roward the west elevation,. which had a centered doorway. Only 
the· 1001f and eas:t elevainion fuave nominan structuran integrity. The east elevation had a door 
opening a10d a hoarded 
up1 wimdow., The ruins 
of ailil\ additiQn are _J . ~ 
1.oc:atedl on the east _... ·, 
side of the· building, 
Tl1e shedl roof and 
exterior were cove.lied 
with roofing: fellt over 
wood decking. The. 
adt:Htion measured 
10"10'1x: 19r3,". lhe 
nortltt and. south wains 
and! part of tllle, east 
wall of th.I! additioth 
lay outside: U1,e 
foundation. Artifacts 
in include box springs,,, 
ai woodl stove, two 
wooden trunks, a 
taible, bottles., jairs, 
eating utensils,. babiy 
toys and oilier domes­
tic items. 

Figure 87. The Nash/Miller House, 1993. 
'll'he vi'.ew ts fookilil,g nortltwe..~t. 
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The Nash/Miller House was bui'lt in the late 1920s or early 1930s. Harold Naslb worik<ed 
for George Turner and lived in the house in the early and mid-1930s. Louis MiUer, a !French 
Canadian. and his Native wife, Lucy. and their nine children moved into the house in 19.37. 
Miller was a miner who worked for Frank Manley anc.J Pete Jensen on Willow Creek. Later .lite 
worked. for Alex Matheson driving thawing points and working on the Matheson dredge. Mimter 
built the addition on the east side of the house. He died in an accident on the Matheson Dredge 
in 1947. His widow continued living in the house until she moved to Anchorage in 1950. The 
house was abandoned after that. The house was still standing in 1958, but Joe Loranger 1tt0:tc 
it down (Miscovich 1995:IV-57; Fullerton 1995:116; Marks 1995: 143-144; Agoff 199.5:207. 
231). 

No evidence of Site DDDDD, which appears on a 1976 aerial photograph, was found im 
1993. A small shed was present at this location. The shed was similar in size and construction 
to Cap Becker's shed (lDT-139) (Agoff 1995:231). 

The Acheson House (Site WWWW), occupied by Bob and Betty Acheson, was located 
just north of the Marcin Creek Ditch on the east side of Flat Creek Road. Bob Acheson woiiked 
for Harry Donnelley (Agoff 1995:232). No evidence of the Acheson house or its foundation, 
which appears on a 1976 aerial photograph, were found during the 1993 survey. 

The Martin Creek Ditch (IDT-142) is a man-made structure that has been exc:ava~e:d 
along the hillside south of Flat. The ditch is a linear feature that begins on upper Martiin Cr:eek 
and runs in a northeast direction. It crosses .Flat Creek Road and runs east and south along the 
west side of lower .Flat Creek. The ditch is about 6' wide and about 4' deep. Alder and small 
birch trees are growing in the ditch. 

Alex Matheson's crew built the Martin Creek Ditch in L954. Water from the ditch wa:s 
diverted fo.r ground sluicing and thawing operations west of Flat to prepare the ground for 
dredging. Matheson abandoned the ditch shortly after it was constructed because the go!ld yield 
was weak on the ground west of Flat (Agoff 1995:226). 

The Guggenheim Machine Shop (IDT-143) consists of the ruins of a large, reotangul:ar, 
one-story, wood frame and log warehouse building (Figure 88). The foundation is cm grade. 
The gable roof, which bas collapsed, was covered with corrugated metal. The outline of dae 
bllilding measures 23'x47'. The exte.rior was covered with wood siding. Most of the west wan 
is standing. The other waHs have collapsed. A 6/6 single-hung window, two boa:rided 1up 
windows, and a boarded up door are located in the west elevation. Portions of the nonh 
elevation, including a section of wall and part of the gable, are laying on the ground,. The wall 
section contains a plank door. Another section of the north wall contains log framing. A 
portion of the west end of the south elevation is still standing and contains a plank door. 
Another section of the west wall containing a plank door is laying in the ruins. A shed r:oof 
addition was attacbed to the south end of the warehouse. The addition measured 14'x2J'. A 
portion of the addition' s west elevation is standing and contains a boarded up window. Another 
section of the west elevation has collapsed and contains a partial window opening. The s·oillth 
and east walls of the addition are collapsed. 
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The building 
ndms inc.Jude structural 
debris, such as timbers,. 
wood siding, smaU 
sections of the roof, 
and p1ieces of corrugat­
ed metall. Many of 
tthe tmtbe.11'.s andl s.ome 
of the s:id ing, fronm 
colJapsed portions of' 
tthe building ha,ve beem 
s.aitvaiged.. There a1re 
a]sOJ a lairg~ number of 
arl!ifacis in tthe ruins 
wbichi nncnud!e eriates 
aindl bh1s filll:edl wifu 
macb,ine parts and 
metan baJiJiells." Do­
mes:t.ic items,, such as 
pans a1nd. dis-hes, are 

Figure 8.81~ 'rb1e Gl1gg,e111J1eil1111 Machiriu~ Shop,t 
f993., The view is, took.ing west., 

located a1.nl!illllig the ruins: of tllle sm.1tfi1: ad.di1tion ., 
'][he G1U1ggemllei,m Machine. Shop: was built in the 1910s. and is as<Sociaitedl with the Yukon 

Gold J])redige Cournp,any v which started lacrge'-scare mining im th~ ]ditamdl dlisirict. The company 
ope.ratedl tb_e G1U1g;gem1eim Dredge: om F]at Creek from 19]2 to 119']8. An e:x:tensive supply of 
pm·ts t(!} se1vice: and repail! the dire:d:ge were kept a,t the mac'h1ine s:hop,. Afte.r tlte Guggenheims 
left Flat, Dave Bmwne purchased, the Guggenheims' mi{lling claims., bm1i1Idings and structures. 
Hie sold hardlware aind parts in the building t'o othe'r miners. After Brown left FJ!at rn the 1930s, 
tb:e; buildliag was, ailbaindom.ed" His son, Bob Browne~ inherited the, mi1ning dai_ms and salvaged 
lumber from the buiiltding; for firewood (Misc.ovich 1995:FI-29;, John1 Fullerton,, personal 
com~nunication J,uly 11,, 199'3). 
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Hlisnoric 
res,01..uces: in so1:111h­
cemral Flat. (,Figure 
98:) indud.e pm­
penies- assoc-fated. 
wi.ch. communica­
tions, mining, and 
lies,idenuial( use. 
The area has be'em 
mined by dredge 
and consists of' taill­
iog piles. Alll of 
the hl!ll.iJlding,s have 
fueeni moved,, aind 
many have been 
modified i.n Fecent 
years,. So1111tfucen­
tral Flall is hounded\ 
on tfue, nonh by 
mid-t.o.wn,, O)n lfue 
east by, nhe 1960:s, 
taiMng,s pUes from 
nhe Matheso,n 
Dredlge, a111d 0111- t.lite 
west lily Flat Creek 
Roa.d., 

0 

D Bui1dingS" 

El StrivetlLI res 

2001 

Feet 

Southcenual Flat 

D 

The Kep:fer Ho,11Jse (ID'f-UJ} is a modified rectangular, one-story, wood fratme building 
WFth ai day-light basement ffig,m:-e 90). This slructrt1re consists of two buifdting,s which! have been 
combined t.o create a single re:sidence. The foundation is. rre.ated t.imbe.rs on g_rade., Corrugated 
metal coverss tfu.e gaibl.e rnofr a.md. grey roofing fel.t covers tfue extel!ior wains. The: main section 
o,f the fuouse (the o.Rdl Matheson Bunk.h!ollJ1s:e) meas.\Ulres, 20'x26'2" aindl tine gable root· is oriented 
north-smu.h. li'he sou1nh el,evation has two 112. bo·dz:ontal s.ingle-l11!11nig windows- on the 1:nain floor 
altdl a. paiir of six-Hght, fixed sash and two six-light, fiixedi sash! windo,ws o:n, the basement level. 
Ure· ea:s,t efevation fuas a triple 4/4 horiz1111Ittal doU1li>.le-ht:1Iilg window amd a 2/2 horiz:omtal single­
bung wimdo,w Ol\'l1 tile noain floor and pair o,f side opelilting, planks dloo·rs. flaii::i:kedl on eac.h side by 
a n1ine-fig.hti fix.ed saslrn window .. The north elevation has a 2/2 h:.od.z:ontal. single-·li:llllng window 
and a six.-light, fixed! sasb wind,ow o,n: the main floor andl two, s,ix.-Hght. flx:edl sash windows on 
the basemelilt le vet 

A g,aible FOof addition (the old N ADC' Steam Bath) on Ehe west side of tJie house measures 
18,"Z"'x26,' and is. oriented east-west. The south efovation halS' a one-panel door witJi one light. 
a two-liight, ftxedl sash window, amd bay window wi!i.h four 4/'4 si1ng]e-·hl!lng, windows on the main 

97 



floor. A 4 • wide 
porch with a shed roof 
runs the length of the 
south elevation. The 
main floor of the west 
elevation has a 4/4 
single-hung window 
and a decorative two­
light window in which 
the upper light has a 
row of diamond lights. 
A six-light, fixed sash 
window is located on 
the basement level. A 
4' wide shed roof ad­
dition runs the length 
of the west addition. 
A one-panel door with 
one light faces west 
and a six-light, fixed 
sash window faces 

Figure 90. The Kepler House, 1993. 
Tile view is fooking northeast. 

north. A one-story shed roof addition is located on the north side of the west addition. "fhe 
roof is covered with roofing felt and the exterior is covered with plywood. A four-light,, frxed 
sash window faces west and an entry with no door faces east. 

Four wood frame outbuildings of one-story are associated with the Kepler Hoose. AU 
four buildings have foundations of wood blocks on. grade. The first is a rectangular s,torage 
building located 9'8 11 northeast of the house. The gable roof is covered with plastic tarp o,v:e:r 
plywood. The exterior is covered with plywood. The building measures 12'xl6'. Tbe south 
elevation bas a three-panel door with four lights that is flanked on each side by a two-light, fixed 
sash window. The second outbuilding is a generator shed located 60' southeast of the house. 
The building measures 8'x12'. The gable roof and e.xterior are covered with corrugated meta.I. 
The north elevati.on has a five-panel door and there is a single-light. fix.ed sash window on the 
east and west elevations. The third outbuilding is a square chicken coop located 49' sou1thwe.st 
of the generator building. Each wall measures 6'. Plywood covers tbe shed roof and exterior 
walls. A door is located on the north elevation. The fourth outbuilding is a rectangular shower 
house located 35' southwest of the chicken coop. The shed roof is covered with roofing felt .aind 
the exterior is covered with shiplap. The shower house measures 8'4"x.12'4". A five-panel door 
and a six-light, fixed sash wind.ow are located on the west elevation.. A one-light, fixed sash 
window is centered on the north elevation. 

The Kepler House was erected on the site of the Harry and Minnie Brink House, whic1h 
was destroyed by fire in 1987. Mark and Sherry Kepler built a new house, using all or portions 
of two nearby buildings. The eastern portion of the house is the old Matheson Bunkhouse wh:idn. 
was located between the NADC Parts Warehouse (IDT-108) and the NADC Washroom 
(IDT-109). The west addition is the old NADC Steam Bath and was originally located east of 
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the NAIDC Ga.rage. Mar.It Keple.r' buillt the str.orage shed. generator shed and chic'ken coop. He 
moved. tt1e sllmwer hol!lse from rhe a1baut.10,ned Flllirenon Camp (FD'f'-234} located! 1. 5 miles south 
of Ffaitt Oiil the west side of lower Hat Cre:ek (Kepler 199'5:12:2-123). 

1:he: NADC Off.'iafF'Jiat Post Offic.e OlliJ:T'-124) is a. r.e~t(a:irngwtia.ir. one.-story, wood frame 
buildimg {fiiguire 91). Tbe foundation cons,i.sts, of fogs om, grade. Roofing fdt c'.overs the gable 
roof. lhe ex~erior is sided wiitfm c.lapboaEd1 and corneir bua:rds. 1:liie: building measures 
H '6n·d5,'&'\ 'fhe main entry faces east aind has. a slab door. A six-Hight. fixed saislil window 
covered! witlit. metal bars, is ceoleredl on the. no,rt]] aindl south e:levad.ons,. 'Ibe li>uillding has 
enclosed cornices .. 

Alex Mathesom 
consu:ucted uhe bui.idl­
ing iim1 1931 roemr· the 
present location off' the 
Mathie.son Ga rnge 
{]DT-106). Tom 
]emsen, tltle aiccoumtn1u 
foir tfae NADC. usedl I ·· t. 
the buitditng as bis. 
office. Jolirn Stevens 
move:d. the fuuiild\i1ng to 
Site: HH-1 next to the 
Agoff Hol!lse (IDT-
122) abou.t ] 958, and 
11.1s.ed i1t as tlile post 
of1fice Uintil ]97&. 
Kathy Agoff served as 
tfue. post mast.eF' and: 

1 

.__ _______________________ ___, 

Jived! in tfae: fuouse: next 
door. When Josephine 
Demiemie:fff became 
post· master in ] 980, 

Figure 9il., 'D.1e Post Office; Bml:dliog:'" 
1!993,. Tlle view is tookm.!g 11.odhwest. 

John Miscovic:fu moved the. buUdil(JJg ne.xt to the- schoolhouse (IDT-093) s:o it woul!di be close to 
her home (IDT-092). Mark Kepl.eF' became post rnast.er iini 1.986 andl moved the bl!li l!ding to its 
present' locaum1 {Agoff ]996:219; MiscoYicfu 19,95,:1-10.;, IIJ-46,; Kepler 1995: ll24) .. 

'Fb.e Kew,fer Li1b1rar-yl fl)arb·Mm (lD'f-125) i.s a ireetaifillgulru-. one-story,. wood. firame, false 
front bllFildi.ng (Figu,re 92). 1he fownd!atthoa is, wood beams on grade. Plastic tarpi over roofing 
felt covers, t:Jtie gable roof. The b1Wi1ldi.ng measa.ires 11'6"d2"3". The exterioir is: covered with 
s:lil1iplap. Tlile: main entry is on the east. elevation, whiich. includes a. two-panel dlom: with eight 
Hgbts amd a large tfu:ee-lignt, fixed sash store front whldlow. A slh.edl roof add.it ion measuring 
8.'UY:x:U "6"' is locatedi on tile west s,ide o,f the: buiifding. The roof is, covered with roofing felt. 
Tfue exterior is covered willh botizonta.ll wood siding Olill the north and souith s.ides and plywood 
on the· west side·. 



This building 
was originally a wan­
igan skid shed which 
was later used as a 
residence and wood 
shed. Mrnnie Brink 
bought the building 
and moved it near her 
house and wb.ere the 
Kepler's generator 
shed is located (IDT -
123). She lived in it 
one winter because her 
house next door 
required too much 
firewood to heac. 
After the Brink House 
burned down in 1986, 
Mark Kepler moved 
the bujldiog to its 

Figure 92. The Kepler Library/Darkroom, 
1993. The view is looking southwest. 

present location and remodeled it. He changed the orientation of the building, added the false 
front, and put the shed addition on the west side (Miscovich 1995: IV-60; Kepler 1995: 123, 125). 

The Burns/ 
Kepler Workshop 
(IDT-126) is a rec-
tangu tar, one-story, 
wood frame, building 
(Figure 93). The foun­
dation is wood blocks 
on grade. Corrugated 
metal and roofing felt 
cover the gable roof. 
The building measures 
12'3°x 16'3". The 
exterior walls are 
covered with sbiplap 
with corner boards. 
The main entry is on 
the east elevation, 
which has a plank 
door and a six-light, 
fixed sash window. 
The south elevation 
has a three-light, fixed sash window. 

Figure 93. The Barus/Kepler Workshop, 
1993. The vie.w is looking soutlhwest. 
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Th.is bl!lildiing was originaililly part of the finn Amie:/Bwrns Hou1se complex (JDT-128). 
It was a workshop connected to the ea:st side of the hoU1se by a co,veired walkway. The workshop 
lik.e;lly dates. to the, 1.930s or eadier amd hais probably been moved several times. Mack Kepler 
m:oved tfue workshop from the Finn Annie/Burns. com1plex to its. present focaittion in the late 1980s 
(Kepler. 1995::125). 

'li'be ParkerJ~f:iU.er!Kepfer' Guesthol!IIS:e. (fD'.f-112,7) is; a. rectanguEar, one-story, wood 
fframe huifdiing withi twio additions, aindl a. porch (Figuire 94), Tite foumdatioa of the llt,ouse am.I 
atlldi(iom is conc:n!te Mocb on grade· .. The· gable roof is co,vered. widt shingl1es amd corrugated 
mecaJ, Tille. buildimg meas11I1mes 12'x16,'. Shiplap covers the e:xte1iior wa1Us of the house and 
a!ddiitions.. The maiini entcy is, om the' north elevation,, whi.ch includes a, o·me--pame:l dloor with a 
sJngJ.e-light and a six.-Mg,ht, fixed, sash wimdo,w. A gable roof. porcfu1 covers the north elevation. 
'fhe po,irch meaisim1res 8' l "xl2' anti tlle gaM.e roof is <.;overed with corrug:a.ted metal. The lower 
part of the porch is sided wiflil shipla1p a1ndl the upper portion is. screened. in. A three-panel door 
wi.th1 one-I1iglilt faces, 
noith. The east eleva1-
tioa o,f the house has a 
s,ix-ligfut, fixed sash 
window. Tile soutll: 
elevat.io;nt hais, a1 
decmi'ative foUtr-fighn. 
fi.x.e:dl iasltli w~odo,w. 
l'fu:e, fourth Hglilt Illas 
ten. diamond lights. A 
shed addition Oiill the 
west side of the house 
measmes 8 '211x24'. 
'Fbe, moif i.s: covered 
with co:rru,gate:d metal 
and roofing fell.L A 
si1x.-Jight, fixed sash 
window face'S, west 
ai.l!ld a. three-panel door 
with one-light amd ai 

boa1rd:e.d over window 
face sol!ltlil... A smat~ 

Filgu.r·e 94. 'Mte Parllcet·llffl~er/Kepl.er Gnesd.1Jm1ise, 
Jl9'Jil~ The view is foe.king; se1IJ,tlil1west. 

shed roa,f a:rc,tic: emu:y covers, tltJe south el.e,,ationi of the atddliti.on. the arctic emtry measures 
4''5 "'x8.'2"' and\ the. sh_edi roof is covere.d1 with corrugated metal. A tbree.-panel1 d.om- with one-light 
fac.es, sol!lth. 

Fol!lli outbuiildingsi are aiss.ociaued with the Kepler GuestloU1se. An mi1thmuse measuring 
3i10''x4·2" is located 74' sou:tfuwe;sl of the guestltouse. Corrugated metal\ C:(l)vers the shed roof 
a111d sb:.i!p~ap sidling, covers the exterior walls. A p]a1nk d]oor withi Oiife Jig.ht: faces, uorth. A tent 
frame measuring ].O'xl2' is located! 3,5• Fl.orthwes.t of the guestl1ouse.. The tent frame has a 
plywood. tlomr resting Olil woodl blocks and pfy,wood walls. Tbe· gable roof is, covered with 
ca.nvas .. A rectang,ular. wood frame storage· llmiJ'ding is. located ]6· nortth: of the tent frame. The 



foundation consists of log skids on grade. Corrugated metal covers the gable roof and exterior 
walls. The building measures 9' 11 "xll' 11". A five-panel door and a single-light, fixed sash 
window face east, and a s.iogle-light, fixed sash window faces north. An elevated wood frame 
cache is located 68' northeast of the guesthouse. The foundation is timber posts and the gable 
roof is covered with corrugated metal. The exterior is c.overed with roofing felt over wood 
siding. The base of the cache measures 6'2"x6'5". An entry faces east. The south and west 
elevations have a four-light, fix.ed sash window and the north elevation has a single-light, fixed 
sash window. 

The date the Parker/Miller/Kepler Guesthouse was built and its original location are 
unknown. Joe and Stella Parker owned the building in the. l 950s when it was located on the 
north side of Otter Creek and just east of the Johnson/Flemings/Crammer House (IDT-166). 
Alfred Miller moved the building to its current location in 1981. Miller built the outhouse. 
Jason Bentz lived. in the house for a time in the early 1980s and built t:he addition on the west 
side of the building. Curt Spratt and Mark Kepler built the screened-in front porch in 1991. 
The date the storage shed was built is unknown. Mark Kepler built the elevated cache in the 
late 1980s as a play.house for his daughter (Agoff 1995:240, 245; Kepler 1995: 123, 126). 

The Finn Annie/Burns House (IDT-128) is a square, one-story, wood frame building 
(Figure 95). The foundation consists of wood heams on grade. Corrugated metal covers the 
hipped roof. The building measures 14'3" per side. The exterior walls are covered with shiplap 
and roofing felt. The main entry is on the east elevation, which has a five-panel door and a 
boarded up window. A pair of single-light, fixed sash windows are located on the north 
elevation. A three-light, fixed sash window is located on the west elevation. An open porch 
measuring 4'5"xl4'3" 
is located on the east 
side of the house. 
This deck is made of 
tongue and groove 
flooring. A 55 gallon 
barrel, about 20 round 
metal fuel cans, and a 
number of boxes are 
stacked on the deck. 
A snow machine, a 
stove, stove pipe, 
window frames, and 
various domestic items 
are located outside of 
the building. A large 
cleared area measuring 
70'x70' is located 
south and east of the 
building. 

The date Lhat 
the Finn Annie/Buras 

Figure 95. The Finn Annie/Burns House, 
1993. The view is looking southwest. 
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H'ol!lse was, lbuiilt and its, odgi.nail Eocationi are l!JI001own. Fimo Aninie o,wned the building in the 
192.0s when itr was, on tlile uorrJ.11 s·ide of Octer Creek~ wes,t o;f the Red Light ])is:triict. Bill Bums 
tradedl ainother buildi1n,g doser· to the Redl Light District to Fi1n1il Amie for cflis, hol!lse. Burns was 
a miriler aincl. trrappeF who, worked for .Peter Miscovich mildl later for Alex Matrh.esnn. He moved 
the h\!llildling illl1 the 19130s a.cross Otter Creek to where mhe NADC Mess Ha~I (:]D'f'.-104) is located 
EUi))W. In tfue early ]940s .• filtle house Jay in the pa1th of the Matfues:o:Iil!. Dredge, so Burns moved 
it aigain to i:ts. presenr. locatfo,n1 (Agoff l 995::2391-240).. lfo movedl a. shop, limilding. (IDT-126) next 
to1 the bol!lse and buint an adjoimng, .kitcl!l'et11 aind wood.sled. BuflilS lli.ved in the comp.Jex for about 
JO years. When he l1eft Flait in the l'.ate 1960s or early 1970s,, Alfred Mmer bolil1gbt tbe buildings 
am:dl lived there for a m1mher of years. Mairk .Ke,pler puirichas:ed the bl!lilding iin the rate 1980s. 
He tum tfo1WJ] the kitchen and. WQodslired after they c:@ifaip,s:ed., He also moved the shop building 
{IDT-126} abowt 500'' to. the. north (Miscovich 1995dV-58-5~):;, Kepler 1995:125). 

The Arnd1eirsoliJJ. 
Sllled RtJ1i11,s (IDT-
129) are llocated about 
mer molithwest of the 
flmn AnmieJBurns 
House. The: feawre, 
consists o.f the ruins, of 
a1 rectamg;u.Jar.. one­
story, log fraime. 
suroctwe (Figtl!rre 96),. 
The s-tructl!lre was 
elevated 4 1 cut poles 
and access was by 
la:d~e, (Agoff 1995: 
239). Corrugated 
meta] co,vers the gable 
mof an.d ex.ted.or 
walls. The bu.itlding 
measures 7'6,"x7'10'N., 
Tl1e bu inding co,Uapsed 
on to tilile' morth and. 
eas,tt waill]s. The mof 

Figure 96. 'Il'be· Amfenon Shed! lfl!Jliins,, 
199JJ,., 'fllte vi.ew is: looking s,ol!llflt.e:ast:. 

amd soutfu; andl west waill]s. are sim nomina]ly intact. Artifacts arm.m.d. 1'1he bl!ll.il'.diing ruin:s include 
a 55 gaMon metal baliliel, ai bed t·rame aad mattre.ss:,, ai suit case7 andl shoes. 

Tlile date the AndcJison Sbedl was buitl1t: arm its odg,~_oal location are u.mkuown. John 
Anderson liilved fo a log house acro:ss the road a:nd jl!lst west. oJ the shed i!il the l 9'30s,. Anderson 
used th.e elevated shed for srora,g.e. His house was orig,iI11anty located where the Community HaU 
(IDT-070} is now~ and it ils: not known if this shed. was. moved whe.n the Amderson House was 
moved'. lfil tlle midl-19305., Atiex Mathesun wanted to dredge throu1gbt the :ureai a.lildl Jl!llle Stuver 
tore the Anderson House dow11. The Ande.rso~l Shed was abando.111ed and apparently not 
impacted! by the Matheson 1Dredge, .. lrhe d'aite the she.d collapsed is. \!J1nknown (Agoff 1995:239). 
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The Guggenheim Dredge .Bucket Line (IDT~.236) consists of 25-30 cast iron dredge 
buckets (Figure 97). The buckets are located in a11 area measuring 20'x50'. Each bucket held 
six cubic feet of material. The feature consists of lines of four to six attached buckets and single 
buckets in a confined area. 

The Guggen· 
heim's Yukon Gold 
Dredge operated on 
Flat Creek from 1912 
until 1918. It was the 
first floating bucket 
line stacker dredge in 
the lditarod Miaing 
District and its 
introduction signaled a 
switch to large·scale 
mining methods. The 
dredge recovered 
some of the richest 
gold deposits in the 
lditarod district, 
contributing to a peak 
production of 169,312 
ounces in the district 
in 1912. During 
seven seasons on Flat 
Creek, the Yukon 

Figure 97. The Guggenheim Dredge Buckets, 
1993. The view is looking south. 

Gold Dredge recovered 263,028 ounces of gold, nearly one·fifth of all the gold mined in the 
district. 

The Yuba Manufacturing Company built the Yukon Gold Dredge for the Guggenheims. 
The dredge mined on upper Flat Creek from 1912 to 1916. It then worked its way down Flat 
Creek to the edge of Flat w·here it was disassembled in 1918 (Bundtzen et al. 1992 :22, 24) near 
the present location of the buckets. Most of the equipment from the dredge was taken to 
lditarod and shipped out of the district. Portions of the superstructure were used to build a 
bridge over Flat Creek. Part of the superstructure is still located in Iditarod ,near the Casket 
Warehouse (IDT-183). 

The Signal Corps Building (IDT·l30) is a modified rectangular, 2.5 story, wood frame 
building (Figure 98). The foundation consists of wood blocks, logs, and metal barrels on grade. 
Corrugated metal covers the gable roof. The building measures 29'4"x45'11 ". The exterior 
walls are covered with asbestos shingles. The main entry is on the east elevation, which has a 
three·panel door, a six·light, fixed sash window, and a gable roof arctic entry on the first tloor. 
The. arctic entry bas a boarded up panel door facing east. Tbe second floor has three single­
light, fixed sash windows and a single-light, fixed sash window in the gable. Two six·light1 

fixed sash windows are located on the first floor of the south elevation. Four single·light, fixed 
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sash windows are 
located on the second 
floor. A two-story 
addition with a gable 
roof is located towards 
the east end of the 
south elevation. The 
second floor level of 
the addition has a 
single-light, fixed sash 
window and a three­
panel door. There is 
no outside stairway 
access to this door. 
The first floor of the 
west elevation has a 
diagonal shiplap door 
flanked on each side 
by a six-light, fixed 
sash window. Three 

Figure 98. The Signal Corps Building, 
1993. The view is looking northeast. 

single-light, fixed sash windows are evenly spaced on the second floor and a single-light~ fixed 
sash window is centered in the gable. The north elevation has a six-light, fix.ed sash window 
on the first floor. The second floor has a pair of 1/1 single-hung windows and a. six-light~ t~ed 
sash window. A two-story gable roof addition is located at the east end of the north elevation. 
The ground floor of the addition has a single-light, fixed sash window. The second floor has 
a boarded up window and a single-light, fixed sash window. 

A wood frame outhouse is located 70' west of the building. The outhouse measures 
3'2'1x3'7" and has a shed roof covered with corrugated metal. The exterior is cove1red wiitb 
vertical wood siding and the south facing door is covered with canvas. 

The Signal Corps Building was constructed in the fall of 1942 on a mining claim ka:sed 
from David Browne for one dollar per year. Harry Donnelley supplied the materials for .tbe lilew 
building and two warehouses (Pinegar 1949). The building replaced a smaller Signal Corps 
facility located on Flat Creek Road, which previously had been Harry Donnelley's oRd house. 
Sergeant John Felix and later Ed Bergeran were stationed at the new Signal Co1rps BuHdi~g in 
the 1940s. They had an office on the ground floor and lived witb their families on the second 
floor. The station ran generators day and night, using 55,000 gaJlons of fuel per year. The 
ACS closed the facility in November of 1949 when radio phones made the station obsole·te. 
Dave Browne demanded that the federal government move the building off his mining daim., 
so the government declared the buildings to be surplus and sold them to the highest bidder. The 
Miscovich family purchased the building in 1950 for $750 and moved it 300' to the northwest. 
John Miscovich has maintained the building, occasionally using it to house geologists and fire 
fighting crews (Agoff 1995:214, 223, 240-241; Miscovich 1995:IV-49-51; Fullerton 1995: 116). 
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li'he Airstrip 
(Figure 99) is (loeaned. 
at the east end. of 
filait and is dominat­
ed by lhe west end 
of th.ei Hat airstrip1. 
lih.e area consiscs. of 
wareho\!Jse bu1i[<Jling,s" 
fuel s:torag:e tanks .. 
aml a .hangar assoc.t­
atedl wit.hi air trans­
portation acti1vities;. 
One reside.ntiaiE 
building and an 
outl!rnUdin.g are 
focacedl ilili the 
district. 

Th:e Shaf'­
fdck Hlouse {_fUl"-, 
US) is ai rectangular .. 
1.5 stozy, log buitd­
ing (Figlllfe 100) .. 
The fmmdati1om. con­
sists. o,f venical posts, 
on gracfe,. Co1TU1g,at-

Tlze Airstrip 
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Figure 99. Map of tthe west eO\d of' the FFat Airstrip. 

etll mefal covers the hipped root" andl gable: roof dormer. 11:Je· bui1luing, meaisures 25'3 "x35 '4". 
The eirerior waiUs aire made of ~ogs, and fu.a\!e corner boards:. The main entry is on the south 
elevation, wlil!iclil features, a hipped. roof arctic entry. A fi:ve-panef door is centered OrJ the south 
side of the arctic emry. A six-light,, fixed sash window fOanks, eachl s.ide, o,t' tthe: arctic entry on 
the south ere.-vadon1 of the building. A gable mot dormer is. cemered. on tbe soud1 slope of the 
hipped roof. The dormer fuais, a four~light,. fixed! saish window. Three· s.ix.-li.gl'lt •. fixed sash 
windows, aire' evenly spaced o :FI lhe e.aisc e·}evation. The 11onh elevation .has a five-p·anel door and. 
a four-light,. flx.ed. sash window. A pail!' of three.-1.iig.bt, fnx.edi sas:h· wi1F1dows and' two six-light, 
ftxed. sash wind!ows ai'e lo:catedl on the \\res:t eEeva.tion. Thee six-lig,ht. fixed sas,.h windows are 
e•ven1y s:paced'. on the ea:st and west e.llevaidons ail!ong: the c.rawl space below the house. The 
bltl'Hding: is iF.11 goodi condition except for the center of the n.onh wailli, which iis coning, from water 
damage,.. 

The Shaff rick House· is noteworthy for its. design. workmans:rnp,, de.corafrve windows, and 
<.fomes,tic amelil!ities. ],t was one of the m.as:t efa.ltmrate· wmkinig cJaiss, ho,mes ifrll th.e community. 
]wEius, Sfu.a1ffrick:: fuU1illt the house in the late: 1930s in an unsuccessful atrempt to aura.ct a wife. 
Sbaffric:l was ai miner from Pola.m& He· worked for many years ais, ani eJilgineer on the Riley 
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Dredge. He also serv­
ed as the janitor and 
bull cook for the 
Community Hall 
(IDT-070). The house 
had electricity, a well, 
indoor plumbing. and 
modern appliances 
such as a washing 
machine. Shaffrick 
died in 1955 and the 
building remained 
vacant for many years. 
John Miscovich pur­
chased the building in 
th.e l 980s and put a 
new roof on it (Mis­
covich 1.995:11-26-27). 

The Shaffrick 
Power Shed (IDT-

Figure 100. The Sbaffrick House, 1993. 
The view is looking northwest. 

146) is a rectangular, one-story, wood frame building (Figure 101) located 108' northeas,t of ttile 
Shaffrick House. The foundation is logs on blocks. Corrugated metal covers the shed roof. 
The shed measures 
12'4"x16'4" and the 
exterior walls are 
covered with wood 
siding and corner 
boards. A five-panel 
door and a boarded up 
window are located on 
the east elevation. 

Julius Shaffrick 
built the power shed in 
the late 1930s, about 
the same time he built 
his house. He used 
the shed to shelter a 
generator that pro­
vided electrical power 
for his home (M isco­
vich 1995:II-27-28). 

Figure 101. The Shaffrick Power Shed, 
1993. The view is looking northwest. 
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No physical evidence was found of the Pan American Building and Garage (SUe :R'RR) 
and the Patterson/Lott House (Site SSS). The Pan American buildings were located at Site 
RRR in the 1930s and early 1940s. Fred Patterson, the dredge master on the Riley Dredge, 
moved a house to Site SSS and lived in it for many years during the 1930s. After he foft Hat, 
Frank and Peggy Lott lived in lhe building. Frank was the rad.io operator for Pan Ame.rica1m 
Airways and Peggy was the U.S. Commissioner in Flat and a cook. The buildings we·11e 
abandoned and later tom down (Miscovich 1995:11-28; Agoff 1995:216; Barnett 1995:17[). 

Two large fuel storage tanks (Structures BBBBB and CCCCC) are located on tbe rmnth 
side of the airstrip. Fuel delivered by large a.irpla.nes is stored in these tanks for the miners i,m 
the Flat area. A couple of pontoons from the Matheson Dredge are located near Tank iBBlBBB 
(Miscovich 1995:11-28). 

The Airstrip Storage Shed (IDT-147) is a rectangular. one-story, wood frame building 
(Figure 102). The foundalion is on grade. Corrugated metal cover,s the gable roof. 'Tille 
building measures 12'2"xl4'2". The exterior walls are covered with weather stripped roofing 
felt over horizontal wood siding. The main entry is on the north elevation, wltich has .a lairge 
plank door. Two six-light, fixed sash windows are evenly spaced on the west elevation. A six­
light, fixed sash win-
dow is located on the 
east end of the south 
elevation. A tall pole 
with a weather vane 
on top is attached to 
the nonb-east corner 
of the building. 

This warehouse 
dates from the l 930s. 
Its original location 
and the person who 
built it are u·nknown. 
John Stevens moved 
the building to its 
present location in the 
1930s. It has been 
used to temporarily 
store goods brought to 
Flat by airplanes (Mis­
covich 1995: II-28). 

The BLM Air-

Figure 102. The Airstrip Storage Shed, 
1993. The view is looking southwest. 

strip Storage Building (IDT-148) is a rectangular one-story, wood frame building (Figur,e 103). 
The foundation consists of logs on grade. The building measures 6'x7'10" . Asphalt sb,i.ngies 
over roofing felt cover the gable roof. The exterior walls are covered with plywood. A 
plywood door is centered on the nortb elevation. 
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The U. S. 
Bureau of Land Man­
agement (BLM) built 
this storage building in 
1972 or 1973. BLM is 
the major land owner 
in the Flat area. The 
agency uses the build­
ing to store equipment 
and supplies (Misco­
vich 1995:11-28). 

The Fullerton 
Hanger (IDT-149) is 
an irregular shaped, 
one-story. wood 
frame, collapsed 
building (Figure 104). 
The foundation is on 
grade. The shed roof 
was covered with cor-

Figure 103. The BLM Airstrip Storage Building, 
1993. The view is looking northeast. 

rugated. metal. Tb.e building measures 26'7"x41 '. The exterior walls are covered witih wood 
siding, except for the north side which is open. The roof was supported in the mid{llle by 
metal pipe and on the 
north side by a section 
of metal truss radio 
antenna from the 
Signal Corps facility. 

John and Rich­
ard Fullerton and John 
Ogriz built this hanger 
in 1956 or 1957 of 
materials salvaged 
from local buildings 
and structures. The 
Fullertons used the 
hanger to maintain and 
shelter their airplane. 
The roof collapsed 
during the winter of 
1992 or 1993 (Misco­
vich 1995:ll-28). 

Figure 104. The Fullerton Banger, 1993. 
The view is looking southwest. 
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The· Red light Distri<.:1 

Flat's . .Red Ugfu.t Districr (Fi.gwre. I 051} is !located on the noF(fu sr<le o,f Otter Creek. 
Hi!storic res.ources in the Red Ligfu!l District i1r1cludlc buiktliings or remains of buildings associated 
with pmstirution amd residences: of miners... Hat" s t'irsr redl light district was on the western edge 
of Flat on1 the so~.th side of Ouer Creek, and \'l!1est of mhe present I!ocairion of tfu.e Matheson 
Dredge: (IDT-1 lS}. When Akx Matheson dredg,ed the western pan of Flat in the 19,20s. Flat's 
pmstitl!ltes moved their cribs aindl hol!lses t.o fh.e nonbt side: ot' Otter Creek.. During the 1920s and 
~930s. tli1is wr.ea: was ililhabitedl mainly fuy prostitutes,. Some of tfae· prostirutes acquired 
com:siderabfe ,vealth., as indicated! by the size of their homes.. Tif1iis a:rea was also occupied by 
a. nUtmber: of mi.ne,rs who hadl been in Flat s,ince the early <llays of the. gold rush. A number of 
them, mostfy fong-time bachelors. cominued tl!Ji res,ide in the area after it became the mwn's Red 
ligfut· District.. A few fa.rnHies also lived in the· a1rea1. despite. iits, llJ1nsai.vory reputation. By the 
mid-1940s, flat's, p;rostirutes had nmved to other comml!llnities or hadl fefHhe· pmfession for other 
occupations.. Some' married! local miners. and! c.onnilnued ta, Hve rn the area. 
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1he \Va,ciiswo,nh1 House: Rmns (IDT-15'1) coms:ist,o,f at log, foundiadoni meas.ning 25'x45'. 
wood decking from the: floor, and remn.aoots, of wood. siding from the. waits (Figure l06). No 
wall or roof sections, are· pres.enl i111 lhe, debris, An 8'x8,' setl of coUaipsed wooden stairs is 
l.m~ated at the s,oatfu e:nd of the cast waillL Debris prese,nt a.t tfue siite indudi.es rolled roofing. 
Unoleu1m sc1:aps,i bedl springs, a metil bucket., and! celote.x.. A wood!en cabinet. is. l.ocated 14 •6 11 

south of the limildi!ng ruins. A ll950's aerial! photograph indicates. the bllliEdimg was one.~story with 
a ga.bfe roof. A sfue<ll roof addition e·xtentledl the length of tlle west elevation. 
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Violet Wads-
worth. a Jewish 
woman. built this 
house in the 1930s. 
She left Flat in 1942 
to marry a man w:ith a 
garbage business in 
Anchorage. The 
building was still 
standing in 1976. 
Dave Wintz tore it 
down and used the 
materials from the 
walls and roof to build 
a workshop and wood 
shed (IDT-121) near 
his house (Miscovich 
1995:IV-64; Agoff 
1995:248; Fullerton 
1995:118). 

Figure 106. The ruins of the Wadsworth Bouse, 
1993. The view is looking west. 

The Winters/Teddy House Ruins (IDT-151) are a scatter of artifacts and structural 
debris (Figure 107). No foundation or wall sections remain. The house covered a 20'x34' area. 
Artifacts and debris 
are scattered over an 
area measuring 28'x 
60'. Artifacts include 
two barrel stoves, 
stove pipe, fire crack­
ed rock, a safe. a 
radio, bed frames, a 
fire extinguisher, a 
metal water pitcher. a 
can opener and lids, a 
bucket, a shovel 
blade. a metal box, a 
bed pan, a meat slicer 
made by "General 
Manufacturing", dish­
es, dinner ware 
("Netherlands Uni­
versal Cambridge, 
made in USA"), Figure 107. Tbe ruins of the Winters/Teddy House, 

1993. The view is loo.king southwest. 
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spoons, metal cans, broken and melted glass, ceramic fragments, a charred timber, and a sliteett 
of corrugated metal. 

Flossie Winters lived in this building in the 1920s. The false front house was part ofilhe 
Flat's original Red Light District or "line", as it was a.Jso called. Flossie moved the buiiading 
from the west side of Flat to its current location on the north side of Otter Creek in the 1930:s. 
Flossie was also kJ1own as the "Queen." She ran a line of dance ball girls and her home was 
one of the largest houses in Flat. After Flossie left Flat, a woman named Teddy took ,over 
Flossie's house. After Teddy left Flat, the house was abandoned. In the mid-194Os, Dr. 
LaRue, the itinerant dentist, set up his chair in Flossie's house and practiced dentistry wben he 
visited the community. In the late 1930s, Mattie Crosby {Tootsie), a long time resilient of 
Iditarod and Flat, bought the house next door to Flossie 's place and lived in it during the 1940s,. 
The two houses were close together and connected by a boardwalk. Tootsie .held lavish pa11tiies 
in her house on special occasions, such as weddings. Tootsie's house burned down in t949 
wben one of her male friends, Mike Burns, fell asleep on the davenport while smoking,. The 
fire destroyed both Tootsie's and the Winters/Teddy House (Miscovich 1995:I-7;IV-64-65; 
Fullerton 1995: 118; Bagoy 1995:138; Marks 1995: 145; Agoff 1995:248). 

The Teatoff/Menzoff/Scott/Baker Cabin Site (IDT-152) is the ruins of a 1log ca1bin 
(Figure 108) measuring 32'x35'. No roof, wall sections, or foundation are visible in tbe deb:ris .. 
Artifacts at the site include a "Trukold" oil burning refrigerator, a heater, a stove h),p,. stove 
pipe, metal gas cans, a sink, and part of a metal barrel. Domestic artifacts include enamel ware. 
metal cans, glass jars, a coffee can, a frying pan, and a teapot. Just outside the perimeiter of 
the house foundation 
is a roll of barbed 
wire, a sheet of corru­
gated metal, a rubber 
shoe, and several 
large metal cans. 

The date this 
cabin was built is un­
known. Three Russian 
miners, Michael Teat­
off, Harry Menzoff, 
aod Harry Scott, lived 
in the log cabin in the 
1920s. Joe Baker liv­
ed in the building in 
the 1930s. Baker was 
an Irishman who ran 
card games in the 
cabin and sold bootleg 
alcohol (Miscovich 
1995:IV-64; Marks 

Figure 108. The Teatoff/.Menzoff/Scott/Baker Cabin Site, 
1993. The view is looking west. 
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1995: 145). Baker was in his nineties when he left Flat in the early 1940s for the Pioneer Home 
in Sitka. Bob Floyd lived in the cabin from 1946 to 1948. After Floyd died, Fn:dd,ie 
Demientieff tore the cabin down (Agoff 1995:245, 249-250). 

The Emil "Paprika" Jensen House Ruins (IDT- 153) consist of the ruins of a 
rectangular, one-story, wood frame building (Figure 109). The foundation consisted of fogs. 
The buildiog outline measures 32 '4 "x35 •. A wall section with a door is located nor1tih of the 
foundation. Part of another wan section is located south of the foundation. The building had 
a gable roof, but no ponion of the roof remains. Black and white checkered linoleum covers 
the floor in the north-
west comer. A record 
player, shoes, a mir­
ror, a solder top can, 
an ice skate, bed 
springs, a battery. 
spark plugs and 
various domestic arti­
facts are present. A 
1966 aerial photograph 
indicates that the 
building had a gable 
roof oriented north­
south and a she,d 
addition running the 
length of the east 
elevation. The aerial 
photograph shows that 
the house bad, four 
other additions but the 
type of roofs on the 
additions is not clear. 

The date this 

Figure 109. The Emil "Paprika" Jensen House, 
1993. The view is looking north. 

house was built is not known. Emil Jensen, his Athabascan wife, and their two childre,m, Clair 
and Johanna. lived in this house from 1930 until 1942. Jensen lived in Iditarod from the ,eady 
or mid-1910s until 1929 or 1930, when he moved his family to Flat. He worked as a min:er, 
a mail musher, a barge operator for Day Navigation, and for Harry Donnelley on the RH-ey 
Dredge. Jensen was from Denmark and had red hair, prompting the nickname "Paprika." lllle 
Jensen family moved to Anchorage in 1942 when World War 11 shut down most gold .miirun.g 
in the district. It is not known if the house was occupied after the war (Marks 1995: 143,; 
Miscovich 1995:IV-64). 

The Scott/Parker House (lDT-154) is a rectangular, one-story, wood frame -bulildin,g 
with three shed roof additions (Figure 110). The foundation is not visible. The gable roof ,and 
shed roofs are covered with corrugated metal. The house measures 16'x23'10". The ex·tcrior 
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1s sided with board 
and batten and weath­
ered .roofing felt. The 
main entry is on the 
south elevation, which 
includes a pair of two­
light, fixed sash 
windows and a shed 
roof arctic entry 
measuring4 '2 "x.5 · 11 " . 
There is a pair of two­
light, fixed sash win­
dows on the east ele­
vation and a two-light, 
fix.ed sash window on 
the west elevation. 
The north elevation of 
the house has a shed 
roof addition measur­
ing 9'4"x23' 10". The 
addition has a two-

Figure 110. The Scott/Parker House, 1993. 
'fbe view is looking northwest. 

light, fixed sash window on the east elevation and a boarded up window on the west etevation. 
The north elevation of this addition contains an arctic entry measuring 4'5"x5'10", a two-H,,ght, 
fixed sash window, and a small shed addition measuring 6 • 5 "x8' 1 ". The arctic entry has a shed 
roof, a five-panel door facing north and a boarded up window facing east. The sma11 no.111h 
addition has a five-panel door on the east elevation and a four-light, fixed sash window on the 
west elevation. The north elevation is covered by another addition measuring 13'8"x l7'8". 
A short plank door is located on the east elevation, a plank door is located on the north 
elevation, and a boarded up window is located on the south elevation. 

The date the Scott/Parker House was constructed and whether it has been moved are 
unknown. A Russian miner named Harry Scott lived in the house in the .1920s. He s,okl the 
house to Joe and Stella Parker in the 1920s. The Parkers owned Joe ·Parker's Bar (IDT-072) 
and Stella sold sandwiches in a restaurant attached to the bar. Joe Parker died in the mid-1950s .. 
Stella closed the har and she sold the liquor inventory out of her house and worked as a ,camp 
cook for the Miscovich family. The Parkers occupied the house from the l 920s w1til the late 
1950s. Glen Johnson acquired the house in the 1960s (Agoff 1995:244, 245, 249; Misc(}vic!h 
1995:1-5-6; IV-54). 

The Brink/Flemings Cabin (IDT-155) is a rectangular, one-story, log building with two 
wood frame additions (Figure 111). The foundation is on grade. The gable and shed mofs on 
the additions are covered with corrugated metal. The log buildfog measures 16'x18'. A 212 
single-hung window and three-panel door with one light, are located on the south elevation. A 
two-light, fixed sash window is centered on the west elevation and a six.-light. fixed sash window 
is centered on the east elevation. The exterior of the two shed roof additions are coveried with 
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rolled roofing over 
wood siding. The 
north addition meas­
ures 10'1 "xl6'. The 
addition has a pair of 
four-light, fixed sash 
windows on the east 
elevation and a six­
light, fixed sash win­
dow covered with cor­
rugated metal on the 
north elevation. A 
small add itioo meas­
uring 4'5''x5'7" is 
located on the west 
side of the north 
addition. The west 
addition has a small 
window opening fac­
ing south that is 

Figure 111. The .Brink/Flemings Log Cabin, 
1993. The view is looking northwest. 

covered with trans,Parent plastic. The ruins of a collapsed wood frame outhouse is located ,6' 
west of the west addition. 

The date that Brink/Flemings Cabin was built and its original location are unknown. The 
ground under the building has not been dredged. The site where the cabin is located was 
originally used to cut wood as there is a lot of old sawdust on the site. Harry Brink moved 1the 
cabin to this location in the 1920s. Harry Brink, a miner, and his wife Minnie lived in the cabin 
from the 1920s to the 1950s. In the late 1930s, Brink moved a frame building (IDT-156) ,next 
door to the east of the log cabin. He and his wife lived in the frame building and be used 'the 
log cabin for a storage building. Minnie Brink sold the cabin to Jimmy and Shawn File.miimgs 
in the mid-1970s. They later sold it to Glen Johnson (Agoff 1995:243; Miscovich 1995::IV-61,; 
Fullerton 1995: 114; Kepler 1995: 129; Marks 1995:245). The dates the two additions were lbuiiRt 
are unknown. 

The Awe/Weber/Gularte/Hubbard/Briuk House (IDT-156) is a rectangular, one-story, 
wood frame building (Figure 112). The foundation is timbers on grade and corrugated tlliletal 
covers the gable roof. The building measures 17' x23 '8". The exterior is covered with asphalt 
shingles. The main entry is on the nonh elevation, which includes a two-light, fiX!ed sash 
decorative window with diamond lights in the upper light and an arctic entry. The arctic entiry > 

which measures 5' 10"x7'4", has a shed roof covered with corrugated metal and wood s.himg1es 
covering the exterior walls. The south elevation of the arctic entry has a single-light w indow 
and the west elevation has a three-panel door with one light. The west elevation of the 1house 
has a single-light, fixed sash window and the east elevation bas a single-light, fixed sash window 
and a decorative two-lightt fixed sash window in which the upper light has ten diamond 'lights. 
A shed roof addition on the north elevation of the house measures 8'3"xl7'. Corruga~ed me1taJ 
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covers the roof of the 
addition and asphalt 
shingles cover the 
exterior walls. A one­
light, fixed sash win­
dow is on the north 
elevation of the ad­
dition and a five-panel 
door is on the west 
elevation. A shed 
roof addition meas­
uring 8'5"x9' is lo­
cated on the east side 
of the north addition. 
Corrugated metal 
covers the roof and 
roofing felt covers the 
exterior walls. A 
single-light, fixed sash 
window is located on 
the north elevation and 

Figure 112. The Awe/Weber/Gularte/Hubbard/Brink House, 
1993. The view is looking northeast. 

a six-light, fixed sash window is located on the east elevation. 
The date this building was constructed. and its original location are unknown. flbe 

earliest known location was oo the south side of Otter Creek just north of the Mutch'ler/HaridJ 
Uotila/Awe Blacksmith Shop (IDT-098). Fritz Awe used the building as the office for fue Awe 
Mining Company. Later, miner Ed Weber occupied the house. Tony Gularte lived .in the 
building when it was next to the Blacksmith Shop. Wayne Hubbard, an accountant, 'ho:ught the 
building and moved it to south Flat near the Finn Annie/Burns House (IDT-128). Hany Brlnlk 
bought the building and moved it to its present location on the north side of Otter Cree!k in 1the 
late 1930s. Brink and his wife lived in the building in the 1940s. Other occupants of the 
building included a Mrs. Carter and Mr. and Mrs. Mc Vey. Minnie Brink sold the building in 
the early 1970s to Jim Flemings Sr., who replaced the foundation. Flemings later sold it ~o G!en 
Johnson(Agoff1995:243; Miscovich l 995:IV-61-62; Fullerton 1995: 114-115; Marks 1995·:145). 

The Marshall/Loranger/Norman House Site (IDT-157) c.onsists of a gravel foundation, 
structural debris and. anifacts from a building that once stood at the site (Figure 113). Tbe 
gravel foundation measures 15'xl8'2° . A pile of artifacts and structural debris, inch1diing a 
broom, a five-panel door, logs, wood siding, a metal bucket and a wooden box are loca·1ted at 
the south-west corner of the foundation. Another pile of debris, induJing metal barrels and 
lumber. is located in a smaJI clearing 9' west of the foundation. A third scatter of debris. 
including a collapsed wooden dog house, window frames, a screen door frame, a broken table, 
a wooden bench, and wooden siding, is located about 30' southeast of the foundation, 

The Marshall/Loranger/Nom1an Garage (IDT-158) used to be Jocated on this siite. Tme 
building was constructed. at another, unknown site in the late 1910s or early 1920s. h wa:s 
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moved to this site in 
the 1920s. Patty Mar­
shall, a miner, lived in 
t.be building in the 
l 920s and I 930s. Joe 
Loranger lived in the 
house in later years. 
Loranger moved into 
Joe Cummings' oJd 
cabin (IDT-159) in 
1962 or 1963 and sold 
his old house to Ernie 
Norman. Norman wid­
ened the doorway and 
built a ramp so he 
could store his snow 
track machine. In the 
early 1990s, Ray 
Stock moved the 
building from this site 
to its present location 

Figure 113. The Marshall/Loranger/Norman House Site, 
1993. The view is looking south. 

300' to the northeast (Miscovich 1995:IV-65-66; Agoff 1995:250). 

TI1e Marshall/ 
Loranger/Norman 
Garage (IDT-158) is 
a rectangular, one­
story, wood frame 
building (Figure 114). 
The foundation is on 
grade. Corrugated 
metal covers the gable 
roof. The garage 
measures 14'6"xl8'. 
The exterior walls are 
covered with roofing 
felt over shiplap. The 
main entry is on the 
south elevation, which 
has a pair of large 
plywood utility doors. 
A three-panel door 
with one light is 
located on the east 

Figure 114. The MarshaJI/Loranger/Nonnan Garage Building, 
1993. The view is looking northwest. 
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side of the. utility doors. A single-light, fixed sash window is centered on the east elevation. 
A door on the north side of the building has been covered over with roofing felt. 

The date and location where this building was constructed are unknown. It was moved 
co the Marshall/Loranger/Norman House Site (IDT-157) in the 1920s. Patty Marshall lived in 
the building in the 1920s and 1930s and Joe Loranger lived in the building from the 1940s to 
the early 1960s. Ernie Norman purchased the building from Loranger about 1962 or 1963 and 
converted it into a garage for his snow track machine.. Ray Stock moved the building to its 
present location in the early 1990s (Agoff 1995:250; Miscovich 1995:IV-65-66). 

The Cummings/Popavich/Loranger Cabin (ID'F'· 159) is a rectangular, one-story log 
building (Figure 115). The foundation consists of logs on grade. Corrugated metal covers the 
gable roof. Tbe building measures 15'9"xl 7'8 .. and the exterior is made of logs. The main 
entry is on the south elevation, which bas a five-panel door. A six-light, fixed sash window is 
centered on the west 
elevation. A pair of 
two-light, fixed sasb 
windows are ceotered 
on the east elevation. 
A gable roof addition 
on the north elevation 
measures16'1 "x16'3". 
Corrugated metal 
covers the roof and 
the exterior is covered 
with plywood. A 
single-light. fixed sash 
window is located on 
the north elevation of 
the addition. 

A rectangular. 
one-story, wood frame 
storage building is 
located 20' west of the 
Jog cabin (Figure 
116). The foundation 

Figure 115. The Cummings/Popavich/Loranger Cabin, 
1993. The view is looking northeast. 

is wood hJocks on grade. Corrugated metal covers the gable roof. The building measures 
12'3"x. 14'2t1. The exterior is covered with shiplap siding. A plank door is located on the south 
elevation. The Marshall/Nom1an Garage is located 12' to the south-west. A modern shed roof 
storage bui.lding is located betwe~u the cabin and the gable roof shed. The new shed measu.res 
8 '6''x 12'6". The exterior and roof are covered with aluminum siding and the only door faces 
south. 

The Cummings/Popavich/Lot"anger Cabin is one of the oldest buildings in Flat. It was 
built in 1910 or 1911. The cabin was originally located in west Flac near the present location 
of the Sagoff/Demientieff/Wintz House (IDT-121). Miner Joe Cummings lived in the cabiu 
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from 1912 until 1957. 
Cummings moved the 
cabin to its present 
location about 1946 
when the Matheson 
Dredge came through 
west Flat. John Popa­
vich, another miner, 
lived in the house for 
a short time. Long­
time Flat resident Joe 
Loranger lived in the 
cabin in the 1960s. 
After Loranger left, 
the cabin was vacant 
for several decades. 
John Miscovich ac­
quired it and has been 
letting Ray Stock, a 
retired engineer and 

Figure 116. The Cummings Dog Barn, 1993. 
The view is looking northwest. 

lhe former city manager of Bethel, use the cabin since the early 1990s. Ray Stock builr the 
addition on the norlb side of the cabin. The gable roof storage building dates to the 1910s or 
1920s. Joe Cumm-
ings used it as a dog 
barn when he lived in 
tbe cabin. In recent 
years, the shed has 
been used for storage 
(Agoff 1995:248-249, 
250; Miscovich 1995: 
IV-63, 65-66). 

Tbe ruins of 
the Finn Annie/Billie 
Harding House Ruins 
(IDT-160) consist of a 
log foundation and 
tongue and groove 
flooring (Figure 117). 
The roof and walls are 
m1ssmg. The foun­
dation measures 
20'6"x41 '6". The 

Figure 117. The Finn Annie/Billie Harding House ruins, 
1993. The view is looking northeast. 
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foumda.tion of an add.itiolill measuring 14''xl6• is lm..'ait:ed on the east cndl of the north elevation. 
Aerial photos of Flat taken in 1966 a1nd ] 97'6 show a large stmclr111,1re wiith three gables at this 
locatio.m. A cot frame: and springs, aire faying im, the foundaiti:om1. Pa,rts of tfue bl!lilding and 
artifacts located outside of tfu:e foundation include a five-panel door,, a fol!lr1.figfut, fixed sash 
windOJW' framei, a heater, and he'dl posts. 

The date tbis, building was. constrru.cted is unknown. Fioo Annie lived in the lllouse in the 
ll920s.. Aft.e:r sJlt.e, married Loni French, the Si1gnal Corps, operator1 in the F3!te 19Z0s,, she left 
Flat., Bime Bardling H:vedl i1111 the house dludmg the l 9130s aind. early 1940s. Harding shared the 
house ia the late 19l0s with Jiean Downe.y, who came to flat from Ophir. Downey died in 1941 
ait1 the age of 36', andl Harding left Flat shortly thereafter. Tli:ie buindlnug was abandoned after 
Haird.ing Eeft. Shawn andl Jimm1y Flemiings, sailvage'd the: tlllmber from tile mof aud the walls 
(MiscOJvtcbi 1995:IV-6J,. 65~ Fullferton 1995: 118-U9; Marts ]99'5: 145; Agoff 1995., 208, 247-
248):. 

The Jeo;senJl\,fifJ.er!Stuv·eir Cabin {IDT--161} is a rectangular~ one-story, Jog building 
(Figl!lre H8) ., The ftJ11.mdlattion is not visible;. Sh.eel memJ covers the gable roof. The cabin 
mearuR.s, B'xl5~. The wains are made of llogs wiitfu open trough c,orm.er treatment. The main 
entry is on tile south elevation, which has a. si1.x-Ugh1. fiJxe,d sash wind.ow and a. fiv,e-pa\nel door. 
A gable rn.of po,~:cl~ covecrs the: s:outbt fa.cad'.e. The: eaist half of tb.e porch is ain euc:losed arctic 
enrrcy 1111.easllI!ritng 6t6 11x6~7 "1

• The ex;terior walls of the endosed por.cb~ m:e co.ve-i:edi with celotex. 
The west half of the porch iSi open. A t.wo-Jight, fixe,di sash wnmdl.ow is' centered iin the east and 
west e:J.evations 01f the: cabin. A one-story addition, with. a g'.able roof is, located om1 the north end 
of the ca.bin. The a.dditioai measures 10'8"x B " and the roof is covered with corrugated metal. 
Cdotex. co1Ye.rs tile ex-
terio1.r wains,., A two­
ligfut, fixed sasb wim­
dow, is: centered cm l!he 
east atndl west eleva­
tiom of the addi.ti01n. 
Amofhe1: one-story ad.-· 
ditiolil1 measu1ing, 
10'T'xl4'6"' is Jocaitedl 
north of this addition. 
Corrugated metal! 
covers, the gable roof 
and exterior waMs. 
·rnis addition has a 
single-lig,ht" fixed saislilt 
window centered Olli 

the nmth ele~atiom and 
a plank. door a.t tfu:e 
soufu endl o,f the east, 
e:Jevatioru. Fipr·e lUt The .reus:e·n!MJIUer/Stuv'er Cabitt, 

.1!9'31 •. The view i's: lo(!)king n:0,dheast. 
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A gable roof dog barn measuring 11 '2"x12'6" is located about 40' west of the cabin. 
The foundation is on. grade and tbe gable roof is covered with corrugated metal. The exterior 
is covered with horizontal wood siding. A door opening and a window opening are located on 
the south elevation. A boarded up window is located on the east a.nd west elevations. An 
outhouse measuring 4 'x5' is Jocated 29' west of the storage building. The shed roof and exterior 
are covered with corrugated metal over decking. The doorway faces soud1 and a four-panel door 
is on the ground just south of the structure. 

The Jensen/Miller/Stuver cabin was constructed in Iditarod in the 19 lOs or 1920s. Emil 
Jensen took the cabin apart and moved the logs to Flat in the late 1920s. When he reassembled 
the building, be cut off the notched ends and nailed 2"x.10"s to the ends of the wall sections. 
It is not clear if he Jived in the cabin. The Louis .Miller family lived in it during 1936-1937 
(Marks 1995:144). Joe and Jule Stuver resided in the cabin in the late 1930s and 1940s. Jule 
Stuver and Johnny Stevens jointly owned the cabin and they did extensive renovations on the 
building in 1944. Chuck Weiser came to Flat about 1957 and lived in the cabin. After several 
years, he acquired it from Sruver and Stevens. Shawn and Jimmy Flemings acquired th_e cabin 
in the 1970s and added the additions. John Miscovich currently owns the cabin and shed (Agoff 
1995:246-247; Miscovich 1995:IV-63). 

The Stuver Shop/Shawn Flemings House (IDT-162) is a rectangular, one-story, wood 
frame building (Figure 119). The foundation is logs on grade. Corrugated metal covers the 
gable roof, which is oriented north-south. The building measures 14'2"xl6', The exterior walls 
are covered with shiplap. A six-light, fixed sash window is centered on the west elevation. 
Three fixed sash win-
dows, including a two­
Hght, a six-light, and a 
single-light, are lo­
cated on the east 
elevation. A shed 
addition measuring 
10'7"x14'2" is lo­
cated on tbe south 
elevation. Corrugated 
metal covers the roof. 
The exterior walls are 
covered with horizon­
tal and vertical wood. 
siding. A pair of rwo­
light, fixed sash win­
dows are centered on 
the south elevation. A 
one-light, fixed sash 
window is centered on 
the west elevation and 

Figure 119. The Stuver Shop/Shawn Flemings House, 
l993. The view is looking northwest. 
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a\ tbree:-panel door with one Hgillt is cent.eredl oni tbe: east e:le:vati.on1. A one-story. wood frame 
adcl!iitioa measl!Jring, T4"xJ3'4~ is Eocated o:n the lilOrth side of tlile bl!J,illding .. The gable roof is 
co,vered. with corrugated! metal and is oFiemted ease-west. Tne e:xterior is coverefJ with horizontal 
woodl sidli1ng.. A plank door cove:red with roofing fellt is, c:eliltered. on tfue west c:fe:vatiolil. A three· 
]iig.hti fixed sa1shi window is centered o.lil tlile north e·levatio'ni amdl a six·lig,ht,, fi!J.edi sash window 
is centered! on dre east elevation. 

1'he da1.ne nh.is buiEding was constructed andl its o:irigi.naiL location ar.e u1mmown. Jule 
Stu1ver. who lived in the: log cabin to the east (JDT-]M)i used t'tliis bui.klliug fbt" a carpentry shop 
ilfl' the 1930s, (Agoff 1995:.246-247), John S:tevems owned ttfue bl!J1H.dimg im the 1960s and it was 
s.tm bdng, ll!Sed as a work.sllop. amd st@raige. sliled.. Gren .fohmiSo.n acq1uiredl the: building from 
Stevem;s aindl sofd iit in the midl-t 910s to Shawm Flemmgs~ who, con\fert'ed it into a house. 
F1emings modified the pair of l!Jtility doors on rhe soufh eleva1tim11 and. lbu1Ht a shed' roof addition 
uising lumber salvag,ed from the Adams/Lawrence Hotel (fDT-089),. He also moved a small 
cabin tlltat I\Iai.d beern Ioc.atoo 4!0' to the east (Sine R'RRR} to the nortb end\ of fu1is house and 
c.on•fened it iinro am1 add~ticm (Kepier 1995: 129-130; Pu1Uerton ]995: ll.8; Jim f 'lemings, Jr., 
personal communication. December 9i 1994}. 

TheJenseal'Park.er/Sten11stSru1verGarage: (IDT~16J} is a rectamg.ular, one-story, wood 
ftrame buiMing {Pigl!Jie 12.0)i. Ihe fol!1Ji1d'ation is oni grade. The: gatble root iis C0\/'ere<l with 
corrugatedl meuat The garage measures. 15''x30'7"' a1nd is, sided witm1 shiplaip1 aiilldl horizontal wood 
sidiJiig,. The maiin entrry is. on the s.o.uth de·vatron, wfuicb has: a, pair of lairg,ei side opening plank 
doors. Two single-Eight, fixed\ sas:.llli windows are located oni the east a1nd west ele.v.ations. A 
personnel! dioor· an<li a window opell\ing: on the north elevation aire covered with couugated metal. 
A stove· p,ipe ins;u1lat.or 
is sn:icki.n:g o;utt the 
south end of rhe west 
el'.e:vatio:m. 

A Slt.lalrn Irlilea.t 
drying: facility is lo­
cated 11 ,, northeast of 
the garage. It is a 
square,, one-story, 
wood! firaime s.trucrme .. 
The foundati\on is OHl 

giade and\ the g,a1hle 
mof is cov·ered with 
roofing fellt over wood. 
decking. Each side is: 
6.'' Jong.. The lower 
half of tfu'e walls a,re 
covered with: wood 
sid.ing and the l!Jp,pe.F 
half is screened. A 
plank dioor is locate<ll 
em tli>e· north, elevation. 

Figllllre 112@. The Jensen/Parkeir/Stevens/Stuver Garage, 
1,93. The lWiew· is foo:mg 111art.heastr€ 
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Tony Jensen or one 01f bis, brotl1ers buHt (he garag,e ilil\ tile l91)0s, Tfie Jemsen family used 
the bt11nfd\im1g as a repair shop a.ind. g,airag;e in. conneci·iolill with their freight frlaU1ni.Iilg business, Jensen 
Tralilsfer Compa1illy. Un. the late 194.0s,, ]oe· Parker acquired the bl!lildmg am<l l.l1sed it as a garage 
for his 11947 Chnro,l'.ett trnc.k, ]olm Stevensi and Jule Stuver 0 1wF1ed tthe: buildlim.g later. and Sruver 
sokll it to G,fen Jofu:ttson.. Shawn Flemiags purchased it from Jobm,son in l'he 198:0s, a.ndl extended 
the b1!l.iJdli.ng to tlile: sou.th (Agoff 1995:246': Miscovich 1995dV-63). The d!ane the meat drying 
facility was built is tH1kmown. 

The Dula\d11/Parker/J'immy Ffemiloogs Bo1111s_e (IDT-164) is a rect:a\ngm1fa11:r, one-story, 
wood frame buildlimg, wiuh thi.ree: addlittions (Fiigure 121).. Tille foumdati·om1 is mot visible. 
C.onugatedl met'a1J covers tlile gable· :roof of tfue hol!lse and ro.ofs of tie thre.e s1t1ed'. additions. The 
buiMi.ng meamrres 12'2"x14!'T'. l'he exterior walls are covered. with wood. shiingtes. The main 
emtcy is on title south eleva1tiom, which contains a s,ix-]igbt .. fixed sash wj.nd'.ow and. ai. shed roof 
acllition. 'Fbe· addliltiiolil\ measnires 2'10"xT'8". The exteri.or is covered wiili shiiplap. The east 
ele¥atsi,on cont.arms a trnree-paner door with one light. The soutlil aiodl we.st elevations each have 
a six.-ligfut, fixed sash window. The: west ete.vation of the hous.e c~JJmtai.lils: a pair of' two-light, 
fixed! sash. windows. A 
siled roof addlitioirn om 
the east side: of tl1e 
hous,e meas a res 
H '2"x14' l''. Tbe 
e:xtedor waiHs of die 
ea.st. adld:iti.on a:ire. 
covered with slllip,fap. 
A bo.arde.dl u,p window 
is tocatedJ on lhe: north 
andl south e.tevadons of 
this addition,. Ano:ther­
shedl roof additlmm 
me.a.sur·iin.g: 91

' ' 11 "x 
12'2'' is Ioc,a:ted oro the 
nort[1 side of t.he 
house;. Corruga1ted . 
. m.e,tal c:owers, the ex -
terior walls1. A fo1tu·­
panel door is located 
on the west elevani,on 
of die north aiddiition.. 

Figure 121. The Dukich/Parker/Jimmy Flemings House, 
l99;J. The vi.ew is f©Ofdng nortl~we£t~ 

Dan D1!lkicb, a Ililililer ffmmi Yugpslavia, bought this h.ous.e in. tfue eairly mr mid- l930s from 
Ste:llla1 Parker. Du1kicfui caime to Hae in 1910 and worketll for various miners. and on the: dredges. 
He: staiy,ed im Hat. l\!Jnti1f he retitred in the Iaite f950s 011' early 1960s.. He lived! in the cabin for 
molie than twenty years. After Dt:lik'ich Eeft Flat, St:e;Efa Parker bouigfut the house hack and lived 
iD it one Wililter... Later Glen J:ohnson1 acqu1ired the, buildlililg, .. He traded it to Jimmi}' Flemings 
fori tfue, Bri1nk Cahim (H)T-155). Flen'l!nngs. t,,um the additions rn the 1980s (Agoff 1995:243. 246~ 
Miscovich !99'5:lV-62-~63;. Kepler 1995:]29J),. 



The Parker/ 
Flemings Meat Shed 
(IDT-165) is a rec­
tangular, one-story, 
wood frame bui.lding 
and addition (Figure 
122). The foundation 
is on grade and the 
building has a din 
tloor. The building 
and addition have 
gable roofs positioned 
end to end. Corrugat­
ed metal covers the 
roof and exterior walls 
of the building except 
for the screening 
under the eves and 
gables. The main 
portion of the building 
measures 9'10"xl0'6" 

Figure 122. The Parker/Flemings Meat Shed, 
1993. The view is looking southeast. 

and has a plank door on the west end of the nonh elevation. The east addition mea®mr:es 
10'6"xl2'5" and is 3' taller titan the main building. The addition has no doors or windows. 

Joe Parker built 
the Meat Shed in 1952 
or 1953. Shawn and 
Jimmy Flemings and 
Dan Crammer huilt 
the east addition in the 
1970s. The building 
is owned by the 
Flemings family , 
which has engaged in 
hunting and trapping 
in the area since the 
1970s (Agoff 1995: 
246). 

The Nevella/ 
Johnson/Flemings/ 
Crammer House 
(IDT-166) is a rec­
tangular, 1.5 story, 
wood frame huilding 
(Figure 123). The 

Figure 123. The Nevella/Johnson/Flemings/Crammer Holme, 
1993. The view is looking northwest. 
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fol!J11lldatio1111 is not. visib:te. Colirnga,tedl metal covers: tfue: g,able: roof. Tille; hoU!Se· measures 
W''6,"x,12'6'\ the ~xterior walls are: c,o:vered wifu roofing foEt over ship~ap, on tfue north and 
west etevatiom, and shiip-lap, on tthe south and east de.vaaio,ns. Tl~e nnain entry is, 001. tl1e south 
e·Jev:aitioni wbi.c.la1 incLllldes, a six-ligfut, fix,ed sash wind.ow. a, s,iagte1..Jight. fixed, sash window in 
ttll:Je south gable, and a shed. roof arctic. enncy measuring 6i'6"'x &''1 l '~. Toe roof of the addition 
is covered with cornrgated m.eta:l and. the e·xterior is covered! wiih mofmg felt over wood siding. 
The east elevation o,f the addi.riloli11 has a plank. door and. the west elevation has a single-light, 
fixed saslrt wilrtdlow. A six-llight,, t'ixe:Jl sash wind.ow is, centered on tbe west elewa.tion of the 
fl.ause: aindl a, niine·-Ught,, t1xed sash window is centered! om, the east elevad.001. 

A woodl fnune ouith.ouse measl!Jlring 3'4"'x4'2" is lloc.atedi north of the hous:e. The shed 
roof is covered!. with corrugated metal and d:re: e:xteirior is c:0iveredl with wood s,iding;. A plank 
door faces e'3!sL 

1he da.te this building; was. corntturctedl amd its, original locaidoa are: l!loJrnown. The 
bu1il,dimg was, moved to ir~ present loc:ad.on1 i11.1 tllte: eatily ].930s. Art Nevella, a miner from 
Fmliandl, Eivedl in1 the house m. the 193& and! early 1940s. He left Ffait during World War II. 
Glen Jolim!s:on1 a:cqllli1red the. bui.Jding in Eater yean aindl. traded, it andl another buH.dling to the 
Flemings, tb.mtl1ers for the :Brinks Cabin {IDT-155'),. Jimmy and Shawn Plemings: sold the cabin 
in the 1980s to Dani Crammeti", ilie current owner (Agoff 1995:243. 245; Miscovich ]995:IV-62; 
Kepler 1995: 129). 

The TturnedFfoyd/S'tevens/OlseD Slrop {IIDT-167) is a rectaing,111far, one:-story, wood 
frame· huiEdling (Fig,l!J,re 124}. 
the gable mof and ex­
terior waillls- .. The 
huildling mea,sures 
ll'll"d2.'. A ver-· 
ticaill. plank door is 
centered Olili t'he eas.t 
elevat'iomi.. A shed! 
a.ddit.ion on the sollltlit 
s:ide, of the limildjng is 
(!),pefl' on ihe: west ele­
vation. Corrugated. 
metal cove.rs. the roof. 
Shiplap, sid ~ng, covers 
tlite s:0utb andl e·aist 
wal]s. A shed rnof 
addlftio:n on the north 
s:i.de 1':las no waills .. 
Corruga.ted me:tan CO'V'­

ers the roof. A mw 
of metal fuet dlrums is 
toc.ated on the· west 
side of tfue buHd ing. 

The, fo,umfattion1 is wood blocks on grade . ., Corru1gated metal cove.rs 

Figure 124!. 1.'he Tur.n.ed.ff.oiydl!S.teveas/Ols.el!ll SIH1p, 
1l99'). The. Y'ie.w is look.mg sm1!1tbwest. 
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The date th.is building was constructed is not k:nowa. It was one of George Turner's 
sheds and in the l 940s it was located just south of the. Turner/Hatten/ Agoff Catsheds. Bob 
Floyd moved the building in 1947 to his cabin site (IDT-152) and used the building as a wood 
shed. After Floyd died, John Stevens moved the shed in 1953 or 1954 to its present location 
just west of Bertha Dahls' House (IDT-168). He used it to store wood for Bertha, whom he 
later married. In the 1970s, Darrell Olsen lived in Bertha's House and he used the shed as a 
storage facility (Agoff 1995:245; Kepler 1995: 129). 

The Marcell/Dahl/Stevens/Friend/Olsen House (IDT-168) is an irregular shaped, one­
story, wood frame building with four additions (Figure 125). The foundation consists of wooden 
blocks on grade. The roofs of the house and the four additions are covered with corrugated 
metaL The oldest section of the house measures 12'xl2'8" and had a gable roof. The original 
house appears to have been 11L 11 shaped with a shed roof addition in the northeast comer. 
Roofing felt covers the exterior walls. The main entry is on the south elevation, which includes 
a ooe-Jight, fixed sash window and a hipped roof addition measuring 6'5"x8'. The exterior of 
the addition is covered with roofing felt. The south addition has a two-panel door with one light 
facing south and a six-
light, fixed sash win­
dow facing east. A 
shed roof addition on 
the west side of the 
house m ea su res 
ll '5"xl8'4". Roofing 
felt covers the exterior 
walls. The south ele­
vation has a single­
light, fixed sas.h win­
dow and the west ele­
vation has two six­
light, fixed sash win­
dows. A shed addi­
tion on the north side 
of the house measures 
7'1 "x23'9" and the 
exterior is covered 
with roofing felt. The 
north addition has a 
single-light, fixed sash 

Figure 125. The Marcell/Dahl/Stevens/Friend/Olsen House, 
1993. The view is looking northwest. 

window on the west side, and a door way and a six-light, fixed sash window on the norch 
elevation. On the east side of the building is an addition with a shed roof. The east addition 
measures 10' ll "x13' and the exterior is sided with scalloped shiplap with comer boards. The 
south elevation has a single-light, fix:e<.I sash window and the north elevation has a four-panel 
door. The east elevation has a six-light, fixed sash window flanked on each side by a two-light, 
fixed sash window. 
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An enclosed, wood frame greenhouse measuring 7'3"xll '5" is located 17' northeast of 
the east addition. The gable roof was covered with eight two-light. fLxed sash windows on each 
side. A wood frame outhouse measuring 4'5"x5'3" is located 45' north of the house. The shed 
roof is covered with corrugated metal and the exterior is sided with shiplap. A single-light plank 
door faces east and a window opening faces north. The ruins of a 20'x40' pole framed 
greenhouse are located about 100 yards nortl1east of the house. The roof and exterior of this 
greenhouse was covered with a thick visqueen. 

Mary Marcell built this house in the early 1930s. Mary was the daughter of Charlie and 
Maggie Marcell, who lived on the opposite side of Otter Creek QDT-100). Mary cooked at 
various mining camps in the lditarod district. After she got married, she and her husband left 
Flat in the fall of 1942. Gertrude "Gertie" Stenberg lived in the house in the 1940s. She lived 
in Flat for many years before she married Sturey Stenberg, a miner. She worked as a cook at 
Andy Miscovich's Bar and Pool Hall (IDT-071) before it closed. The house was vacant for a 
period of time in the late 1940s and early 1950s. Be.rtha Dahl came to Flat and bought the 
house in 1951. Bertha cooked for the Miscovich family. She divorced her husband and later 
married John Stevens. They lived in the house until 1957 when they moved into the Matheson 
House (IDT-102). Emory Friend, a trapper , bought the house on the north side of Otter Creek 
from Bertha. He became discouraged with trapping after a short time. He sold his traps and 
the house to Darrell Olsen aboul 1977. Olsen constructed most of the additions on the house 
and the larger of the two greenhouses. Glen Johnson owned the house in 1993 (Agoff 1995;217, 
244; Miscovich 1995!IV-62; Fullerton 1995:119). 

The Stenberg/ 
Gusta hon/Olsen 
Shed (IDT-169) is a 
rectangular. one-story, 
log and wood frame 
building with two 
additions (Figu.re 126). 
The foundation is logs 
on grade and the shed 
roof is covered with 
corrugated metal. The 
oldest (northwest) 
portion of the building 
measures 11 '1 O" x 
13'711

• The lower 
walls are made of logs 
and the upper walls 
are framed and cover~ 
ed with vertical wood 
siding. A six-light. 
fixed sash window and 

Figure U6. The Stenberg/Gustafson/Olsen Shed, 
1993. The view is looking northeast. 
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a two-light, fixed sash window are centered on the west side. A shed addition on the soulth. side 
measures Txl 1 '10'' . The roof is covered with corrugated metal and the exterior is coveJ1ed wi~h 
wood siding. The south elevation contains a pair of utility doors and a window frame. A 
boarded up window is located on the west elevation. A shed addition on the east side of the 
building measures 7' 10"x20'7". The exterior walls of the addition are covered with. shiplap. 
A double-wide entry with tbe remains of two plank doors are on the north elevation and there 
is a door opening on the south elevation. 

Another rectangular, one-story, wood frame structure is located 14' east of the sheet ~he 
second building measures 9'8".xll '8". Corrugated metal covers the gable roof and e.d edo:r 
walls. A vertical plank door is centered on the south elevation. A shed roof addition measuring 
3'8"x5'1" is located on the west half of the north elevation. A fenced pig pen links the two 
buildings. 

The date these buildings were constructed and whether they have been moved are 
unknown. Srurey Stenberg, a miner, lived in the log portion of the larger shed from at least the 
mid-1930s until 1948. Later, Emil Gustafson, a wood cutter who resided in Flat for only a few 
yearst used the buildings for storage. He sold them to Darrell Olsen in th.e 1970s. Olsen, who 
resides in Wasilla, remodeled the buildings and uses one of them for a steam ba~h (Agoff 
1995:243-244; Mis.covich 1995:IV-62). 
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Northwest 
Flat (Figure 127) 
is located on the 
north side of 
Otter Creek and 
wes( of the Red 
Light District. 
Historic resources 
in northwest Flat 
are located along 
lhe road leading 
from Flat to 
lditarod. The 
resources include 
buildings or ruins 
associated with 
residential, trans­
portation. and 
commercial acti­
vities. 

The Williams/ 
Bacstrom/Black­
w ell/Pierson. 
House (IDT-170) 
is a rectangular, 
one-story, wood 
frame building 
with an addition 

Nonhwest Flat 
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Figure 127. Map of northwest Flat. 

(Figure 128). The foundation is logs on grade. Corrugated metal covers the gable roof and the 
shed roof addition. Celotex covers all of the exterior walls. The house measures 12'x16' . The 
main entry is on the south elevation. which includes a five-panel door and a 6/6 horizontal 
double-hung window. A six-light, fixed sash window is centered on the east elevation. A shed 
addition on the west side of the house measures 12'x16'. A 6/6 double-bung window is centered 
on th.e south elevation. A 2/2 horizonral double-hung window is located on the west elevation 
and a five-panel door is located on the nonh elevation. 

A one-story. wood frame storage building measuring Tx 15' is located 25' north of the 
house. The south half of the storage building has a shed roof covered with corrugated metal and 
the exterior is covered with shiplap. A five-panel door and a four-li,ght, fixed sash w~ndow face 
south. The nonb half of the building has corrugated metal on the shed roof and exterior walls. 
A plank door covered with corrugated metal faces west. A wood frame outhouse measuring 
5'6"x6' is located 55' nonheast of the house. The outhouse has a shed roof covered with 
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corrugated metal. The 
exterior is covered 
with wood siding. A 
five-panel door faces 
south and a six-light, 
fixed sash window 
faces west. 

SJim Williams 
built this house in 
1940 on Flat Creek 
Road near the present 
location of the Harry 
Agoff House (IDT-
135). After Williams 
left Flat, Gus Bac­
strom bought the 
house and moved it to 
its present location in 
the mi<l- l 940s because 
it was in µ1e path of 

Figure 128. The Williams/Bacstrom/Blackwell/Pierson 
House, 1993. The view is looking northwest. 

the Matheson Dredge. Jess Blackwell, who worked for Alex Matheson hauling freight in the 
winters from Dikeman and Crooked Creek, lived in lhe house in the .late 1940s. Blackwell sold 
the house to Fred Pierson. who lived in the building until 1964. Pierson was a wood cutter and 
miner. Ernie Nom1an bought the building in the late 1960s and lived in it until he died in the 
early 1970s. Glen Johnson acquired the house from Norman's estate and later sold it to a friend 
living in Soldotna (Agoff 1995:234, 241; Miscovich 1995:IV-54, 66; Fulle1ton 1995:115). 

The Alaska Road Commission (ARC) Repair Shop (IDT-171) is a "L" shaped, one­
story, wood frame building (Figure 129). The foundation is not visible. Corrugated metal 
cove.rs the gable roof. The building measures 19'10''x39'10". The exterior walls are covered 
with shiplap except the north wall which is covered with corrugated metal. The main entry is 
on the south elevation, which features two pairs of large, side opening plank doors, a 6/6 single­
hung window, and a boarded over door. A 6/6 single-hung window is located on the south 
elevation and a six-light, fixed sash window is located on the north elevation. A small 
6'8"x8'10" shed roof addition is located on the north end of the west elevation. The roof is 
covered with corrugated metal and the exterior is sided with sbiplap. This addition has a six­
light, fixed sash window facing north. A plank door and a six-light, fixed sash window faces 
west. A 5'1 "x6'4" shed roof addition i.s located on the south end of the west elevation of the 
building. The roof is covered with corrugated metal and the exterior is sided with shiplap. A 
6/6 single-hung window faces south. A large gable roofed addition on the west side of the 
huilding gives the complex. an "L" shape. The west addition measures 18'x31 '7". Corrugated 
metal covers the roof and exterior walls. The addition has a two-light, fixed sash window facing 
south and a window frame with no glass facing west. An arctic entry measuring 5'2"x6'4" is 
located on the east end of tbe south side of this addition. The arctic entry has a shed roof 
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covered with corru­
gated metal and the 
exterior is covered 
with roofing felt. A 
five-panel door faces 
west and a boarded up 
window faces south. 
A shed roofed addition 
measuring 8'x.20'2'' is 
located on the north 
side of the west 
addition. The roof 
and exterior walls are 
covered with corrugat­
ed metal. The north 
elevation of the ad­
dition has two win­
dow openings without 
glass and a plank 
door. 

Figure 129. The ARC Repair Shop, 1993. 
The view is looking northwest. 

A wood frame outhouse measuring 4'x4' is located 61' east of the ARC Repair Shop. 
The shed roof is covered with corrugated metal and the exterior is covered with wood s:idm,g. 
A three-panel door with one light faces west. 

In early the 1930s, the ARC constructed a repair and maintenance shop in Flat. Harry 
Panter was the local ARC foreman. The ARC occupied the building until Alaska became a 
state. Bill Williams, the last ARC foreman stationed in Flat, worked in the buildings during 1the 
1950s. During the fast years of the decade, the Bureau of Public Roads (BPR), which took over 
the ARC's responsibilities in Alaska, did not allocate any funds for roads in the Flat-.Iditarnd 
area and Wi.lliams was laid off. After Alaska became a State in 1959. the facility wa'S closed 
permanently. In recent years, the ARC Repair Shop has been occupied seasonally by Bob 
Browne, who holds most of the mining claims underlying Flat (Miscovich 1995:IV-67, 68). 

The Alaska Road Commission Garage (IDT-172) is a rectangular, one-story, wood 
frame building (Figure 130). The foundation is on grade and roofing felt covers the gable roof. 
The building measures 20'x.40' and the exterior walls are covered witb celotex. Th.e east 
elevation contains a pair of large, side opening plank doors and two single-light, fixed 'Sash. 
windows. Another pair of large, side opening plank doors is located on the south eaevaition. 
A personnel door made of vertical tongue and groove boards and a window frame with no ,gJass 
are located on the north elevation. Two window openings without glass are located on the west 
elevation. 

The ARC built Lhe garage in the early l 930s. The ARC c.rew used the building to :sb-ellter 
a <lump truck and a small tractor. The ARC abandoned the building in 1959 (Miscovich l99.5: 
IV-67). The garage was the second of three buildings in the ARC complex at Flat. In ,the 
1950s. the ARC moved a surplus Signal Corps warehouse building to th.e ARC complex for use 
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as a wann storage 
building (Taylor 
1950). There was no 
evidence of the former 
Signal Corps building 
at the ARC complex 
in 1993. 

The Gularte/ 
Donnelley and Shep­
·pard Warm Storage 
Building (IDT-173) 
consists of the ruins of 
a rectangular, one­
story, semi-subter­
ranean, log baiJding 
(Figure 131). The 
structure was built into 
the hillside just north 
of the Flat-lditarod 

Figure 130. The ARC Garage, 1993. 
The view is looking northwest. 

Road at the northwest edge of Flat. Witb the exception of the roof and south facing entry, the 
building is underground. The foundation is below grade. The gable roof has collapsed and the 
roofing material, ex-
cept for the log ridge 
pole, a ridge board 
and two rafters, have 
been salvaged. The 
building measures 
24'2"x25'7". The 
south wall is standing, 
but the north, east, 
and west walls are 
partially collapsed. 
The only entry to the 
building is on the 
south side facing the 
road. The log lined 
entry, which was 
excavated out of the 
hillside facing the 
road, measures 4'x6' 
and is the only part of 
the structure visible 
from the road. 

Figure 131. The Gularte/Donnelley and Sheppard Warm 
Storage Building, 1993. The view is looking southwest. 
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The ruins of the Gularte/Donnelley and Sheppard Warm Storage Building constitute ooe 
of the oldest sites in Flat. The building was constructed in the early 1910s, but the builder and 
the date of construction are unknown. Manuel Gularte used the structure as a warehouse for his 
grocery store in Flat during the 191 Os and early 1920s. Donnelley and Sheppard bought 
Gularte's business in the early 1920s and used the Warm Storage Building to store perishables 
such as potatoes and onions. Donnelley and Sheppard used the building until the 1930s (Bagoy 
1995:139; Miscovich 1995:IV-68; Gularte, personal communication 1991). 

The Cottonwood Cemetery (IDT-247) is located on a bench overlooking Otter Creek 
and the town of Flat. The cemetery is located about a quarter of a mile north of the 
Gula·rte/Donnelley and Sheppard Warm Storage Building and one-half mile east of Cottonwood 
Creek. Approximately 50 people are buried in the cemetery. which covers about one acre of 
ground. Many of the graves are marked with wooden crosses or headboards. A few graves 
have cement or granite markers. A number of the graves are unmarked, as the markers have. 
deteriorated or been removed. 

The first person buried in the cemetery was Jim Blodget, who died about 1926. Prior 
to that, people who died in and around Flat were buried in the cemetery at lditarod. A few 
residents from Flat were buried in the cemetery at lditarod after 1926 (Agoff 1995:252). 

The Steen/Van Lumin/Agoff Cabin (IDT-246) is located on a bench on the north side 
of Olter Creek on the west side of Reindeer Gulch. The building is located about one-half mile 
north of the west end of the Flat airstrip. The cabin is a rectangular, one-story wood frame 
building with a gable roof covered with corrugated metal. The foundation is wood blocks and 
the cabin measures 16'x201

• A woodshed covers the main entry on the west side of the building. 
A entry on the east side of the building was the original front door. 

This cabin was not visited during the 1993 survey, but is included in the survey because 
it is one of the oldest buildings in Flat. According to long-time Flat resident John Ogriz, the 
cabin was built in 1914. It has been moved at least 3 times. Harry Steen was living in the 
cabin in the late 1940s and early 1950s. Steen was the dredge maste,r on the Matheson Dredge 
and he died in 1953. At that time, the cabin was setting on tailings in southwest Flat near one 
of Alex Matheson's warehouses (IDT-104). Steen's widow sold the cabin to Stanley Van 
Lumin, who sold it to Sergie Agoff about 1958. Sergie and Alvin Agoff moved the building to 
its present location on the hillside overlookfog Flat in the spring of 1963 (Agoff 1995:252; 
Miscovich 1995:III-34). 
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PROPERTY DESCRIPTIONS OUTSIDE OF FLAT: 

The Riley/Otter Creek Dredging Company Mining Camp (IDT-201) 

The Riley/Otter Creek Dredging Company ~lining Camp (Riley/Otter Creek Camp) 
(IDT-201) is located about one mile east of the town of Flat. The camp consists of a complex 
of buildings, structures, and equipment associated with the Riley Dredge. The complex (Figure 
132) is made up of twenty 
buildings, ioclucling bunk­
houses, a mess haU, garages, 
workshops, sheds. and of­
fices, and one structure, a 
steam shovel (Figure 133). 
All of the buildings are one­
story, wood framed structures 
in good condition. The camp 
also includes early mining 
equipment collected by John 
Miscovich. 

Only one of the 
existing buildings (IDT-215) 
was constructed at the camp 
during 1910-1950 when the 
J.E. Riley Investment 
Company operated the Riley 
Dredge in the area. Most of 
th.e other buildings in the 
camp were constructed in the 
1920s, 1930s, and 1940s at 
other mining camps in the 

Figure 132. Aerial view of the Riley/Otter Creek 
Mining Camp. The view is looking northwest. 

Photo courtesy of John Miscovich, ca 1990. 

area, such as Slate, Willow and Happy creeks or at d1e Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp. 
These buildings were moved. to the Riley/Otter Creek Camp in the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s. A 
few buildings were constructed at the camp after 1959. 

J.E. Riley started the camp at this location in the 1910s when be brought the Riley 
Dredge to the Iditarod Mining District. After Riley was murdered in 1918, Harry DonneHey 
acquired control of the J.E. Riley Investment Company. llle company continued to mine claims 
along Otter Creek in the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s. After Donnelley left the area in the early 
1950s, two of his former employees, John Ogriz and Harry Steen, formed the Otter Creek 
Dredging Company to continue operating the Riley Dredge. The new company used the Riley 
Camp as its headquarters. In the late l 950s, the Miscovich family purchased the Riley Dredge. 
The family moved its base of operations .from the Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp (IDT-221), 
located one mile to the east, to the Riley/Otter Creek Camp in 1959. The Riley/Otter Creek 
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Figure 133. Map of the Riley/Otter Creek Dredging Company Mining Camp .. 

Creek Camp was closer to the Riley Dredge than lhe Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp. The 
Miscovich family expanded the Riley/Otter Creek Camp (Figure B), moving buildil\gs -ther,e 
from other mining camps or from Flat. After John Miscovich shut down the Riley D,r:ed,ge in 
1966, he continued using the Riley/Otter Creek Camp as his base of operations for placer :and 
lode mining in the Otter Creek valley (Miscovich 1995:Vl-101. 107-108). 

The Mess Hall Building (IDT-202) is a one-story, wood frame building with si~ 
additions (Figure 134). The foundation is wood blocks. The exterior of the Mess HaU and the 
five additions are covered with roofing felt. The gable roof is roofing felt covered with 
corrugated metal. The ,Mess HalJ measures 24"x38'7". The main entry is on t!he south 
elevation, which has two two-light, fixed sash windows and a three-panel door with 10:ne lliight, 
The door is covered by an arctic entry with a shed roof. The entry measures Tx15' and the 
roof is covered with corrugated metal. The south elevation of the entry has a three-panel door 
with one light , a six-light, fixed sash window, and a nine-light, fixed sash window. The nmtih 
elevation of the Mess Hall has a two-light, fixed sash window, a 2/2 double-hung horimnt.aR 
window, and a window that is covered with corrugated metal. 

A one-story shed roof addition measuring 14'4"x24' is located west of the Me'SS H~U. 
The shed roof is covered with roofing felt and canvas. A single-light, fixed sash window faces 
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north and a single­
light, fixed sash 
window faces south. 
Another one-story 
shed roof addition to 
the west measures 
10'x26'. The roof is 
covered with corrugat­
ed metal. The south 
elevation has a one­
light, fixed sash win­
dow. A one-story, 
rectangular gable roof 
addition at tbe west 
end of the building 
measures 18'x19'3". 
The sooth elevation 
has a two-light, fixed 
sash window and a 
five-panel door. An 

Figure 134. The Mess Hall Building at the Riley/Otter 
Creek Camp, 1993. The view is looking north. 

arctic entry with a gable roof measuring 5' 1 "x6'3" covers the door. The arctic entry has a one­
panel door with one light. A shed roof addition on the east side of the arctic entry measures 
4' l 1 "x7'9". It has a one-light, fixed sash window facing south. The roofs of the arctic entry 
and the shed addition are covered with roofing felt. 

A shed roof addition measuring 8'x14 '9" is located on the east end of Che mess hall. The 
roof is covered with roofing felt. The south elevation has a one-panel door with one light, 
flanked on each side by a six-light, fixed sash window. The east elevation has a six-light, fixed 
sash window. To the north of this addition is a gable roof addition measuring 12'x15'. The 
roof is covered with corrugated metal. A six-light, fixed sash window is located oo the east and 
west elevations. 

The mess hall and additions were built at other locations and moved to the camp in the 
1940s and, 1950s. John Ogriz built the Mess Hall Building at Slate Creek in 1937 or 1938. The 
mess hall was moved to Willow Creek, then moved again to the Riley Camp in the 1940s. The 
Riley Investment Company did not have a mess hall prior to the 1940s. Riley employees ate 
meals at Durand.' s Cafe in Flat. The two additions directly west of the mess hall were 
constructed at the Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp. John Miscovich moved them to the 
Riley/Otter Creek Camp in the early 1960s. The gable roof addition at the west end of the mess 
hall complex was built at Slate Creek, moved to the Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp, and later 
moved by John Miscovich to its present location. The gable roof building at Lbe east end of the 
mess .ba11 complex was built at the Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp. John Miscovich moved 
it to its present location at the Riley/Otter Creek Camp in the early 1960s (Miscovich 1995:VI-
102-103). 
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The Pomgran/ Aiken/Miscovich Guesthouse (IDT-203) is a rectangular, one-story wood 
frame building (Figure 135). It measures 12'3'1xl8'4" and the foundation is wood blocks. The 
gable roof is covered with corrugated metal. The exterior is covered with shiplap and corner 
boards. The main entry is on the south elevation. which has a single-panel door with one light 
covered by a 6'x12'3" screen porch. The porch has a shed roof covered with corrugated metal. 
The east elevation has a one-light, fixed sash window. The west elevation has a 1/1 single-hung 
horizontal window. Tht north elevation has a five-panel door covered by an addition measuring 
5'211xl01511

• The addition has a shed roof covered by roofing felt. The north elevation of the 
addition has two six-light, fixed sash windows. A hoarded up doorway faces west. 

Axel Pomgran, 
a partner in the 
Northland Develop­
ment Company, built 
the house in the late 
l 930s on Will ow 
Creek. He built it for 
his wife, Georgia 
Aiken, a former 
resident of Flat, and 
their adopted son. 
Pomgran built the 
screened porch. The 
building was moved 
from Willow Creek to 
Slate Creek. John 
Miscovich moved the 
building to the 
Riley/Otter Creek 
Camp in the 1960s 
and used it as a guest­
house (Miscovich 
1995:Vl-103). 

Figure 135. The Pomgran/ Aiken/Miscovich Guesthouse, 
1993. The view is looking northeast. 

The Generator Shed (lDT-204) is a rectangular, one-story, wood frame building (Figure 
136) located 25• northwest of the Pomgran/Aiken/Miscovich Guesthouse (IDT-203). The 
foundation is logs. The shed roof is covered with cor,rogated metal. The Generator Shed 
measures 10'10"x12.4" . The exterior is covered with roofing felt over wood decking. A five­
panel door is located on the south elevation. A six-light, fixed sash window is located on the 
north elevation. A window covered with corrugated metal is located on the west elevation. A 
cable attached to the foundation on tbe nonh side indicates that the shed is made to be towed. 
A generator is located inside the shed. 

The Generator Shec.1 was built in Flat and was attached to the. old Marshall' s Office 
located south of the Mutchler/Uotila/Fullerton Garage (IDT-097). John Miscovich moved the 
building to the Riley/Otter Creek Camp in the late 1950s or 1960s (Miscovich 1995:VI-103). 

137 



.Bunkhouse #1 
(IDT-205) is a square, 
one-story, wood frame 
building with an ad­
dition (Figure 137). 
The foundation is logs 
on grade. The gable 
roof consists of cor­
rugated metal. The 
bunkhouse measures 
15'2" on each side. 
The exterior is cover­
ed with roofing felt 
over horizontal wood 
siding. The main 
entry is on the west 
elevation., which has a 
two-light, fixed sash 
window. A shed roof 
addition measuring 
7'7"x9'6" is located 

Figure 136. The Generator Shed, 1993. 
The view is looking northeast. 

on the north elevation. The roof is covered with corrugated metal. The addition has a six-light, 
fixed sash window facing north and a five-panel door facing west. A six-light, fixed sash win­
dow is located on the 
south elevation. of the 
bunkhouse. The 
interior walls are 
covered by wood 
siding. The ceiling is 
celotex and the 
flooring is tongue and 
groove. 

Peter Mis­
covich built this bunk­
house in the 1930s at 
the Discovery/Misco­
vich Camp. John 
Miscovich moved it to 
the Riley/Otter Creek 
Camp in the late 
1950s or early 1960s 
(Miscovich 1995: VI-
103). Figure 137. Bunk.house #1, 1993. 

The view is looking southeast. 
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The Bathhouse (lDT-206) is a rectangular, one-story, wood frame building (Fig1ue 13,8). 
The foundation is logs and beams on grade. The gable roof is covered with corrugated metal. 
The building measures 21 '6 "x23 '2". The siding is roofing felt, except the west elevatio:rn. which 
is covered with shiplap. The main entry is on the south elevation, which is covered by as.bed 
roof addition measuring 5 '6" x 12' 6 ''. The roof of the addition is covered with corrugated metal.. 
A two-panel door with six-lights and a six-light, fixed sash window face south. A fou.r-Ught, 
fixed window faces west. The east elevation of the Bathhouse has a two-light, fixed s:asb 
window. An addition 
on the north side of 
the building has a shed 
roof covered with cor­
rugated meta). The 
addition measures 
10'2"xl6'. The ad­
dition is open on the 
south side and has 
wood siding on the 
north and west sides. 

Gus Uotila 
built the Bathhouse in 
the 1930s at his camp 
on Slate Creek. John 
Miscovich moved the 
building to the Riley/ 
Otter Creek Camp in 
the late 1950s or early 
1960s (Miscovich 
l995:VI~l04). 

Bunkhouse #2 

Figure 138. The Bathhouse, 1993. 
The view is looking northeast. 

(IDT-207) is a rectangular, one-story, wood frame building (Figure 139) located 38' easit of 1tihe 
Bathhouse (IDT-206). The foundation is beams am.I barrels on grade. The gable roof is made 
of corrugated metal. The Bunkhouse measures 12'2"x16'411

• Celotex and batten boar.ds ic0veir 

the exterior waJls. The main entry is on the south elevation, which contains a five-panei door. 
The north and west elevations have a two~Hght, fixed sash window. A three-panel <lloor is 
located on the east elevation. 

East of the building is a shed roof structure supported by four log posts. Under 1lhe 
corrugated metal roof is a stove surrounded by yellow bricks. "F.S. Lang Mfg. Co. Tank 
Front. Seattle'' is engraved on the stove. 

John Miscovich built this two-three person bunkhouse at the Discovery/Peter M1isooviclli1 
Camp in the late 1930s. The Miscovich family used the building in their drill testing pro.giram. 
John Miscovich moved the building to the Ril~y/Otter Creek Camp in the 1960s (M:isoovich 
1995:VI~ 104). 

139 



Bunkhouse #3 
(IDT-208) is a square, 
one-story, wood frame 
building (Figure 140) 
located 26'6" south of 
Bunkhouse #1. The 
foundation is logs on 
grade. The gable roof 
is made of corrugated 
metal. The building is 
12' on each side. 
Celote.x with batten 
boards covers the 
exterior walls. The 
main entry is on tlle 
west elevation, which 
contains a three-panel 
door with six lights. 
A six-light, fixed sash 
window is located on 
the north elevation. 

Figure 139. Bunkhouse #2, 1993. 
The view is looking northeast. 

Peter Miscovich built Bunkhouse #3 at the Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp in the 1930s 
or 1940s. He built the structure for his brother when his brother came to Alaska from Soud1 
America. John Mis-
covich moved the 
building to the Riley/ 
Otter Creek Camp in 
the late l 950s or early 
1960s (Miscovich 
1995:VI-104. 

The Orfice and 
Workshop (IDT-209) 
is a rectangular, one­
story, wood framed 
building with four 
additions (Figu.re 141). 
The office measures 
14'x16'4". The foun­
dation is logs and 
beams on grade. The 
gable roof is made of 
corrugated metal. The 
siding consists of roof-

Figure 140. Bunkhouse #3, 1993. 
The view is looking southeast. 
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ing felt and battens. The main entry is on the west elevation, which has a one-light, fi~ed sash 
window on the south end. The north end of the west elevation is covered by a shec.J roofod 
arctic entry measuring 4'x8'. The roof of the arctic entry is covered with roofing felt. A one­
panel door with one-light faces west. The east elevation of the Office has a 2/2 horizont,al 
double-hung window. 

A rectangular, 
wood frame shed is lo­
cated on the north side 
of the Office. The 
foundation is on 
beams and the shed 
roof is covered with 
corrugated metal. The 
addition measures 
9'5"x:16' and the ex­
terior siding consists 
of roofi:ng felt over 
horizontal wood sid­
ing. A plank door 
covered with roofing 
felt opens to the west. 
A pair of two-light, 
fixed sash windows 
are located on the 
north elevation. 

Another rec-

Figure 141. The Office and Workshop Building, 
1993. The view is looking southeast. 

tangular, wood frame shed addition is attached to the east side of this shed. The fou10datinn 
consists of beams on grade and the shed roof is coverec.J with corrugated metal. The addifom 
measures 9'5"x22' and the exterior is covered with roofing felt over horizontal wood sidiQ,g. 
The south elevation has two, two-light, fixed sash windows. The north elevation has a tru,ee­
panel door with one-light, a six~lightt fixed sash window, and a two-light, fixed sash window. 
This building is used as a laboratory. 

A third rectangular, shed roof addition is connected to the west side of the seeon.d 
addition. The foundation is beams on grade. The gable roof is made of corrugated me:taL TI1e 
addition measures 9'5"xl3'6" and the exterior is covered with plastic tarp over horizonta,1 wood 
siding. A vertical plank door is located. on the east elevation. A six-light, fixed sash window 
is located in the north elevation. This shed once housed a pump powered by a diesel ,en,gine. 

A fourth addition is attached to the south side of the third addition. The foundation is 
not visible. The shed roof is covered with corm.gated metal. The addition :rn:e.asrmes 
17'211 x19'10'' and the exterior is covered with plywood. The sou.th elevation has a triple :six­
lighr window, a large plywood door, and a band of four singJe-light, fixed sash windows ,coveced 
with plastic. The east elevation has a three-panel door with four lights and a triple two-li,ght, 
fixed sash window. The west elevation has a three,-panel door. This addition is a garage in t11e 
winter and is used to process concentrates in the summe.r. 
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The Miscovich family constrncted. the office at· tlle. Discovery/Pete.Ii Mirsc.ovicfu.i Camp, but 
the date 01ft comstructiolil1 is unbmwn. fol:m1 Mitsc:oivich11 mo,ved ube, office 10 its present location 
in th.e early 1960:s. He built th.e: addlittim1s iu the· 196.0s aind 1910s: (Misco\/'i'ch 1995:VI-104). 

The Wei. U:oase (IDIJ-21l0)1 is a square1 one-stozy, wood! frame b111il.ding (.Figure 142). 
l'fue foundlatfon is logs on g,r.ade. Tfue gable lioo,f is c.overedl wiili cormu1gated. meiraiL The building 
measures 8:·x.10'21

'. The exterior is covered! with a c011aibililatfirn1 off sllupihlp and' fuudzontal wood 
siding.. A fl.ve-panell dooli is located on d1e V;!est: elevadon.. The buildling is, s1:1,r·irounded hy old 
mimimg, equipmei:n that 
lo:oo Miscovich has 
coMected,. inc:lludimg 
pumps, wagons. coits 
of rubber hose, amd, 
srta:mps i~or cfl:lshi.ng 
~.ode ore. 

'Ffu1is buirdi:ng 
was constmcted ~J>ll 

Slate Creek in me 
]930s.. U was. used as 
a mea1U dryiing shedl 
and. had! meat hooks 
banging fmm the ceil­
ing. ]ofuin Mlis,c,o,vid11 
moved the build!i.ng to 
the: RH.ey/Otter Creek 
Camp, in the l9'60s: 
and! the bil!Jiindlmg shet­
l.ers fuis we:U (M(isco­
vich!,, perrsoIDa[ c:om­
nou1n11ica:1tio11r August 9, 
19,913). 

Figure 1.42c 1"1JJ.e Weffi Houmse,, 1993. 
The "ii.ew is, loukin:g solllrtheast. 

'fbe DeH'.(1)1!11Se Residem:t-dlMiscovicli. Ga:1rage {IDT-211.l) is ,ll irerct.fflgu.lar,, OJile~story, wood 
fnune, buifdimg (Pigue 143). 'fhe' fou1mdaiti0:n is wood blocb oni grade. The g,afule roof is 
co,ve.red wiitfll con-ugat.ed metal. ne galliaige measU1res 12 '6'''x24!."6''. Roofing fdt 01ver lb:.orizontaJ 
wood s.id!ing, covers the exterior walls.. The ma\in eno-y is on the north elevation, wEticlt contains 
a pafat of' llarge diagonal p!a1,1k d!oors.. A 1,·ampi leads frm1~, the, doors. to the ground. The east 
elev,ation lhais a boall[(fedl 111p1 door. A simgle-liglilt. fixed s,aish window is located! in the west 
efov.ation. A shedl roof gJ:reenhou1se addlitio.n is centered on the soutfui el.ev21tio1>11. The roof of the 
addiition is. coV'ered with fiberglass,. The additiolill meas1.l!re.s: 8'"4'.:d2'6,". 

'Ille date tfutisi buildling was constructed! is unknowlil, hut it was the, Arnold "Dutch" 
De:Hlo\llls:e residence in Hat. (luring, tlire I 9;30s. The building was loca.ted next to the Arnold 
KoM.eli House. soutl1 of the present locatiolil of the Mu1tchl.er./Hard/Uo.tilai/F~llfertrm Bllacksmith 
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Shop (IDT -098). The 
building was attached 
to a shed (IDT-098). 
John Miscovich moved 
the building to the 
Riley/Otter Creek 
Camp in 1958 and 
converted it into a 
garage and warehouse 
(Miscovich 1995: VI-
104-105). 

The Cat Shed 
(IDT-212) is a square, 
one-story, wood frame 
building, located west 
of the Mess Hall 
(IDT-202). The foun­
dation is metal pipe on 
grade. The shed roof 

Figure 143. The DeHouse Residence/Miscovich Gara.ge. 
1993. lhe view is looking southeast. 

is covered by aluminum over plywood. The shed measures 20' 5 "x20' 1". Plywood siding 
covers the east and west exterior walls. The north and south sides are open. 

John Miscovich built this shed in the 1960s or l 970s. The building shelters a Cate,rpfllar 
tractor. 

The Machine Shop (IDT-213) is a rectangular, 1.5 story, wood frame buildi~g with 
three additions (Figure 144). Tbe foundation is horizontal timbers on grade. The gable rooif 
is corrugated metal over shiplap. The shop measures 16'5''x23'11" and the exterior is ,cover:ed 
with roofing felt over shiplap. The south elevation has two six-light, fixed sash windows and 
the north elevation l1as a two-light, fixed sash window. A small boarded up window is located 
under each gable. The west elevation has a five-panel door and a shed adcbtion measuring 
8'2"x10'. The addition, which houses a generator, has a shed roof covered with cor.rugated 
metal over wood decking. A five-panel door faces south. 

A rectangular. one-story wood frame addition, which serves as a. tractor garage, is 
attached to the east side of the Machjne Shop. The foundation is vertical steel poles on grade. 
The gable roof is covered with aluminum. The addition measures 12'5"x19'6". The exterfoir 
is covered with a combination of shiplap and wood siding, except for the sou.th elevatio.rn wihich 
is covered with aluminum. A pair of side-opening plywood doors is located on llie e;ast 
elevation. A five-panel door on the west elevation opens into the Machine Shop. 'lihe south 
elevation has a six-light. fixed sash window. A five-panel door on the south elevation op.ens i,.rnto 
the north addition. 

The rectangular, one-story. wood frame addition has a foundation of horizontal timbers 
on grade. The shed roof i.s covered with aluminum over wood decking. Tbe addition measures 
20'x30'4" and the exterior is covered with wood siding. A pair of single-light, fixed sash 
windows and a single·panel door with one-light are located on lhe east el.evation. The no.rtb 

143 



elevation has a pair of 
single-light windows 
and a pair of fixed 
sash windows, one 
with six lights and the 
other with a. single 
light. A pair of large 
side-opening doors and 
a six-light, fixed sash 
window are located on 
the west elevation. 
One of the swinging 
doors also has a six­
light, fixed sash win­
dow. 

The Machine 
Shop was originally a 
bunkhouse. It was 
constructed on Slate 
Creek in the 1940s, 

Figure 144. The Machine Shop (center) and additions, 
1993. The view is looking northeast. 

after World War II. John Ogriz moved the building to another location in the valley. Jobn Mis­
covich moved it to its present location in the early 1960s. Miscovich convened the b1.mkboose 
into a machine shop after a fire in 1964 destroyed bis old machine shop. He built the adlilitlon.s 
after 1964 (Miscovich 1995:Vl-105). 

The Fue.l Stor­
age Shed (IDT-214) is 
a square, one-story, 
wood frame building 
(Figure 145) located 
25' southwest of the 
Machine Shop. The 
foundation is on 
grade. The shed roof 
and exterior are 
covered with corrugat­
ed metal. The shed 
measuresU '2"xl3'2" . 
The main entry is on 
the north elevation, 
which has a plank 
door. A six-light, 
fixed sash window is 
located on the west 
elevation. 

Figure 145. The Fuel Storage Shed, 1993. 
The view is looking southeast. 
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The date the Fuel Storage Shed was built is unknown. It belonged to Fred Patterson, 
who resided near the Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp. Patterson moved his house to Flat and 
left the shed. John Miscovich moved the shed, which consisted of framing and a roof, to the 
Riley/Otter Creek Camp and put siding on it. He used the building as a generator shed before 
converting it to fuel storage (Miscovich 1995:VI-105). 

The Riley Office/Kofuiler Cabin (IDT-215) is a rectangular. one-story, wood frame 
building (Figure 146), The foundation is horizontal timbers. The gable roof is covered with 
corrugated metal over wood decking. The building measures 18'3"x24'9" and shiplap siding 
covers the exterior walls. The main entry is on the south elevation. which has a five-panel door 
and a single-light., fixed sash window. The east elevation has a six-light, fixed sash window and. 
a single-1.igbt, fixed sash window covered by a six-light storm window. The .north elevation has 
a two-light, fixed sash window and a six-light, fixed sash window. A rectangular, one-story 
addition on the west elevation has a shed roof covered with corrugated metal and measures 
13 J 1'1x14 '4 ". The north and south walls are covered with ship lap and the west wall is covered 
with horizontal wood siding. A four-light, fix.ed sash window is located on the west side of the 
addition. 

A wood frame 
outhouse with a shed 
roof is located 56' 
north of the cabin. 
The outhouse meas­
ures 4' x5'. The roof 
and sides are covered 
wjtb roofing felt over 
wood decking. A 
plank door faces west. 

The Riley 
Office/Kobler Cabin is 
the oldest building in 
the Riley/Otter Creek 
Camp and one of the 
oldest in the Flat area. 
It was built about 
1910 when J.E. Riley 
was mining in the area 
us.iug a Bagley Scrap­
er. After Riley started 

Figure 146. The Riley Office/Kobler Cabin, 
1993. The view is looking northwest. 

dredging, the building became the J.E. Riley lnvesnnent Company office. Arnold Kobler lived 
in the building when he became part owner of the Otter Creek Dredging Company in the mid-
1950s. John Miscovich moved the building, including the add.ition, to its p.resent location in the 
1960s. The shed addition is a storage room (Miscovich 1995: VI-101-102. 105. 107). 
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The Ware­
house (IDT-216) is a 
rectangular, one-story, 
log framed building 
(Figure 147). The 
foundation consists of 
beams and logs on 
grade. The ·buildjng 
measures 10'5"xl 1' 
and the shed roof is 
covered with corrugat­
ed metal. The exter­
ior siding is celotex 
and batten boards. 
The main entry is on 
the east elevation, 
which bas a plank 
door. A six-light, 
fixed sash window is 
located on the north 

Figure 147. The Warehouse, 1993. 
·rbe view is looking northwest. 

elevation. A shed roof lean-to measuring 6'8"xl0'1" is located on the south side of the shed. 
It is supported by corner posts and has no walls. 

The original location and the date the warehouse was built are unknown. Ernie Norman 
used it as a pig pen 
in the 1970s, when it 
was we-St of the 
present location of the 
Flat Post Office (IDT-
124). John Miscovich 
moved the building to 
the Riley/Otter Creek 
Camp in about 1979 
and has been using the 
building as a ware­
house (Miscovich 
1995:VI-106). 

The Golden 
Horn Powerhouse 
(IDT-217) is a rec­
tangular, one~story, 
wood frame building 
(Figure 148). The 
foundation consists of 

Figure 148. The Golden Horn Powerhouse, 
1993. The view is looking northwest. 
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wood block.5. The gable ruof is made of corrugated metal and has a small cupola. The building 
measures 16'2"x22'2". Shiplap siding covers the exterior walls. The main entry is on the west 
elevation, which contains a pai.r of pJywood doors and a plank door. The east elevation has a 
six-light, fixed sash window and a 7'x7'9" addition. The addition, which shelters a generator, 
has a shed roof covered with roofing felt . The south elevation of the Powerhouse has a plank 
door and a six-light. fixed sash window. The window is covered by an 8'4"x13'7" addition. 
The addition has a shed roof covered with corrugated metal. There is a plank door on the south 
and west sides of tl1e addition and a screen door on the east side. The north elevation bas a 
plank door and a six-light, fixed sash window. 

A lean-to on the north elevation has a shed roof covered with corrugated metal. The 
lean-to measures 12'4"x19'8". has no walJs, and shelters a Wilfley table. A welding shed 
measuring 6'2"x15'5" (Feature X, Figure 133) is located 7'9" east of the Powerhouse. The shed 
has a metal pole frame and no walls. The shed roof is covered with corrugated metal. 

The powerhouse was built in the L930s at the Golden Horn Mine (IDT-228). John 
Miscovich moved the building to its present location in the mid-1970s and built the three 
additions (Miscovich 1995: Vl-106). 

The Drilling Shack on Skids (IDT-218) is a rectangular, one-story, wood frame building 
(Figure 149) located about 8' south of the Golden Horn Powerhouse. The foundation is timber 
skids. The gable roof is covered with corrugated. metal. The shack measures 8'2,"xl0'2". The 
exterior is covered with roofing felt over wood siding. Tbe main entry is on the west elevation, 
which has a plank door and a single-light, fixed sash window. 

When and where 
this shack was built 
are unknown. It was 
used as a drilling 
shack at the Discov­
ery/Peter Miscovich 
Camp in the 1940s 
and l 950s before John 
Miscovich moved the 
building to the Riley/ 
Otter Creek Camp in 
the 1960s (Miscovich 
1995: VI· 106). 

Site Z (Figure 
133) is a metal frame 
shed without walls. 
Corrugated metal 
covers the shed roof. 

Figure 149. The Drill Shack on Skids, 
1993. Thie view is looking northeast. 
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The Mlsco-vich Shovel (IDT-219) is a 2.5 yard capacity shovel manufactured by the 
Pauling and Harnish Figure Corporation, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The shovel (Figure 150) 
is a diesel powered, 
track vehicle with an 
enclosed cab. It is 
mechanically operated 
and has no hydraulic­
ally operated controls. 
It weights about 65 
tons. All of the 
mechanisms are in 
good working condi­
tion. The shovel 
originally had a 1.5 
yard capacity bucket. 
John Miscovich en­
larged the capacity by 
extending the sides of 
the bucket and putting 
larger shanks on the 
lip of the bucket. 

Peter Mis­
covich bought the 
shovel in 1935 and 

Figure 150. Tb.e Miscovich Shovel, 1993. 
The view is looking southwest. 

brought it up the lditarod River by boat. John Miscovich assembled it and "walked" it overland 
to Flat. The Miscovich family used it for placer mining until World War II. After the war, 
they resumed using it on their Otter Creek claims. John Miscovic.h also used it in the early 
1970s while mining on Flat Creek. He stopped using the shovel about 1974 or 1975 (Miscovich 
1995: VI-106-107). 
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The Discovery/Peter Miscovich Mining Camp 

The Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp (IDT-221) consisting of six wood frame h:uildings 
(Figure 151) located about one mile east of the Riley/Otter Creek Camp and two miles ieas,t of 
Flat. The buildings include a bunk.house, a workshop and garage, Peter Miscovich',s 
Office/Residence, a Generator Shed, a Parts Shed, and a Blacksmith Shop. 

D Buildings 
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Figure 151. Map of the Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp. 

Peter Miscovich (Figure 152) started building the Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp iin 
1924 as his headquaners for mining operations in the area. It was originally called Discovery 
Camp because it was located on the Otter Creek mining claim where gold was first located in 
the Iditarod Mining District and it was on the opposite side of Otter Creek from the town of 
Discovery. Many of the buildings at the camp were constructed elsewhere and mo~ed mo tlhe 
camp. Peter Miscovich mined placer claims in the vicinity of the Discovery Claim ,cM:u Otit.er 
Creek. for three decades, using this camp as his headquarters. After his death in 195'0. his 
family continued using the camp as its base of mining operations. The Misc-0vidb family 
purchased the Riley Dredge in 1958 and moved its base of operations co the Riley/Otter Crieelc 
Camp. Peter's son, John Miscovich, moved a number of the Discovery/Peter Miscovic!h Ciamp 
buildings to the Riley/Otter Creek Camp in the late 1950s and 1960s. The Miscovich f:amiHy 
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has continued to use 
the Discovery/Peter 
Miscovich Camp as a 
storage facility 
(Miscovich 1995:VI-
99, 101, 107). 

The Bunkhouse 
(IDT-222) is a rectan­
gular, one-story wood 
frame building (Figure 
153). The foundation 
consists of steel drums. 
The gable roof is 
covered with corrugat­
ed metal and the ex­
terior is covered with 
roofing felt over hori­
zontal rough cut siding. 
The main entry is on 
the south elevation, 
which has a pair of 2/2, 
single-hung windows 
and a four-light fixed 
sash window. An 
arctic entry with a 
shed roof is centered 
on this elevation. 
Corrugated metal 
covers the roof and 
the sides are covered 
with celotex. A 
screen door faces 
south. The east ele­
vation bas a six-light. 
fixed sash window and 
a five-panel door. 
The north elevation 
has a window covered 
with corrugated metal. 
The west elevation has 
a 1/1 single-hung win­
dow and a one-light, 
fixed sash window. 

Figure 152. Peter Miscovich pannin.g gold concentrates du:d :ng a 
cleanup, 1935. Photo courtesy of Glen Barnett, Anchorage .. 

Figure 153. The Bunkhouse at the Discovery/Peter Miscovich 
Camp, 1993. The view is looking northwest. 
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Peter Miscovich built the bunkhouse in 1928 after the original log bunkhouse burned 
down. He used local rough cut lumber for the siding. The building was the mess ooU aud 
cook's quarters (Miscovich 1995: VI-99-100). 

The Workshop and Garage (IDT-2.23) is an "L" shaped, one-story, wood f'rame 
building (Figure 154). The northern part of the building is rectangular in shape and has ,a gable 
roof oriented cast-west. The roof and exterior walls are covered with corrugated metal. 'flhe 
east elevation has a six-Hgbt, fixed sash window. The north elevation has a six-light, fixrerl ,sash 
window and a large utility door with a six-light, fixed sash window. A short, galble .roof 
addition connects the workshop and garage with a smaller addition on the south. Tbjs a'.dd1ition 
is rectangular with a gable roof oriented north-south. The roof is covered with corrugated meital 
and the exterior is covered with celotex and batten boards. The east elevation has a pair of large 
side opening doors and two six-light, fixed sash windows. The west elevation has a six,-Hght, 
fixed sash window. 

Peter Misco­
vich built the northern 
portion of the work­
shop and garage 
building in 1935. He 
used the building to 
store and maintain 
tractors. The southern 
portion of the building 
was the powerhou.se at 
the Wireless Station in 
Flat (IDT-130). John 
Miscovich moved the 
powerhouse to the 
Discovery/Peter Mis­
covich Camp and at­
tached it the garage 
(Miscovich 1995:IV-
50; VI-100). 

The Peter 

Figure 154. The Workshop and Garage, 1993. 
The view is looking west. 

Miscovich Office/Residence (IDT-224) is a rectangular, one-story, wood frame building (F~gure 
155). The foundation is log piers. The gable roof is covered with corrugated metal. 'fhe 
exterior is covered with roofing felt over shiplap and wood siding. The main entry is on the 
north elevation, which contains a 2/2 single-hung window. An arctic entry witb a gable roof 
covered with corru.gated metal is Jocated on the east side of the north eleva.tion. The e.xlerior 
of the arctic entry is covered with roofing felt over shiplap. A one-panel door with one fi,gln 
faces north. The east elevation of the Office/Residence has a two-light, fixed sash window. The 
west elevation has a 1/1 single-hung window, a two-light, fixed sash window, and a window 
opening with no glass. The south elevation has a one-panel door with one light. 
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This building 
was constructed in the 
1920s about 300 yards 
from its present loca­
tion. Peter Miscovich 
bought this building in 
1948 from Martin 
Roslin and moved. it to 
the Discovery/Peter 
Miscovich Camp after 
his original office/ 
residence building was 
destroyed by a fire in 
1947. Miscovich add~ 
ed the arctic entry on 
the north side after the 
building was moved 
(Miscovich 1995: VI-
100). 

The Parts Shed 
(IDT-226) is a rec­
tangular, one-story. 
wood frame building 
(Figure 156). The 
foundation is horizontal 
timbers on grade. The 
gable roof and exterior 
walls are covered with 
wood decking. The 
main entry is on the 
south elevation, which 
contains a plank door. 
The building has no 
other doors or windows. 

The date the 
Parts Shed was built 
and whether it has been 
moved are unknown. 
Peter Miscovich used 
the building to store 

Figure 155. The Peter Miscovich Office/Residence, 
1.993. The view is looking southeast. 

Figure 156. The Parts Shed, 1993. 
The view is looking northeast. 

equipment parts (Miscovich 1995:VI-100). 
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Ihe Geue:rat(!Jr Sbe.dl ('D1'-Z25) is a 
rectattg,'lillar,, one-s;tory, wood frame buHdDng 
(Figure, 157). lbe foundation is on griade:. 
The shed roof and. exterior walls are cm,ered 
with roofing: fe'~t over woodl decking. The 
main entry is, 0111 tlite south ete:vatioI11, wblicfa: 
conta1ins a dom: open1ing but, no door. The 
buirdmg shelte:red a ge·nerator. 

The dlate tlile shed was constructed and 
whether it has li>eem1 moved a re \!lll!lk,mowni. 

lhe Misco\:ltch Bfa.d.smith Sh~p, 
(JDT'-·22,7) is. a rectiaing,ul.ar,, one-story,, waodl. 
frame: building (F1igure, 1\58}., 'Ihe: fou1ndaitiom1 
is (!)I] grade. lhe p,artia,nny conttapsed gable 
roof is covered with roofililg fdt over wood. 
dec,king. lhe exteri:.or is: coveted with 
toofing felt ove1t horizontal wood. siding. The 
main entry is, on the: north elevation andl 
contains, a door opening; but the: door is 
missing. The- bllllifding is iin poor condliition. 

Peter Miscovich built me hlacksmithl 
shop, ini the ].920s in Flat. It was: fo:caitedl mear 
tfrle. site whe1te Ale:x. Mathes.om, later buillt his 
ho.me (IDT-]02)" The 
The- bu1ildiing served 
as his, Ma:cksmiid~ shop, ...._ 
w.hen he- was: leasing ' ~-- · .... 
the Gug,g:eah!eim 
mining claims. in the 
early 1920s. Peter "½\ 
Misco:Vidll moved the 
bwild~og· in 1924 when 
he startedl building the 
Discovery Camp. Im 
recent decades, the 
M~scovid. family has, 
us.edl the buii]dmg for 
storage (Miscovich 
J 99:5 :. VI.~ 100- li0 l ;, 
Bar.meet 1995: 162). 

.. 

Figure 151. 'lhe Generator Sh.e:dl,, 1993. 
The view is, l~CIJkJng n~rtll .. 

,,. 

·' ,,._ 

Figilllre 1158. 'flile Miiscovkh Blacksmith Slllol[ll, 
]9'J., Tfi1e view is. f(l(l}ki.ng southwest. 

153 



The Riley/Miscovich Dredge (IDT-220) 

The Riley/Miscovich Dredge (IDT-220) is a three-story, steel frame structure (Fig1U1re 
159) located three-quarters of a mile east of the Discovery/Peter Miscovkh Camp. The ,hul)J is 
made of steel pontoons and rests on a shelf in a dredge pond. The flat roof is covered wjth 
roofing felt. The dredge measures 40'x220' and the exterior is covered with borizont'cll wood 
siding. Harry Donnelley converted the dredge from a wooden hull to a steel hull in 1938.. The 
gasoline engine was also converted to a three-cylinder, 125 horsepower Enterprise marine diesel 
engine. John Miscovich replaced the wood-burning boiler, which was used to keep water used 
in the dredge from freezing in the spring and winter, with an oil-burning boiler in 195'9. Ttme 
dredge had 56-3.5 cubic foot buckeis. The bucket line is about 40' south of the dredge. 

The Union Iron 
Works of San Francisco 
built the Riley Dredge. 
The dredge was shipped 
to Nome, but not used 
there. In 1914, the 
Riley and Marston Min­
ing Company installed 
the dredge on the right 
limit of the Discovery 
Claim on Otter Creek, 
two miles east of Flat 
(Brook.s 1914:56). The 
Riley Investment Com­
pany acqu.ired owner­
ship of the dredge and it 
mined near the con­
fluence of Black and 
Otter Creeks from 1914 
to 1920. It moved up­
stream toward Granite 
Creek, mining claims 

Figure 159. The Riley/Mi.scovich Dredge, 
1993. The view is looking northea9. 

underlying the town of Discovery and destroying that community. It later worked its way west 
until it was two miles east of Flat in 1929 (Smith 192-9:34). In the 1930s, the dredge mined jus1t 
east of FJat near the airstrip (Mertie 1933:220; Barnett 1995:1-170). 

In 1938, Harry Donnelley, the principal owner of the J.E. Riley Investment Company, 
hired Washington Iron Works to rebuild the dredge. A new steel hull was constructed and a 
diesel power plant installed. The dredge resumed operating just east of Flat through 1942 until 
wartime restrictions on mining forced the dredge to shut down. John Ogriz and Arnold Koble;r, 
operating under the name Otter Creek Dredging Company, purchased and re-equipped the dre(!ge 
in 1952 and resumed dredging. John Miscovich bought the dredge from Kobler in 1.958 :and 
operated it until 1966 wben a fire destroyed the machine shop, causing operations to cease. 
During its years of service, the Riley Dredge processed 148,598 ounces of refined gold foom 
6,419,242 yards of gold bearing gravels (Bundtzen. et al. 1992:24-25; Miscovich 1995~Vl-92, 
94). 
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17ze Golden Horn Mine 

The Golden Horn Mine (IDT-228) is located one-half mile southeast of the Discovery/ 
Peter Miscovich Camp. It consists of two buildings and three structures (Figure 160) that are 
associated with gold lode mining at the Golden Horn Mine during the 1920s and 1930s. The 
mining pan of the complex consists of a log cribbed vertical shaft. a wood framed vertical shaft. 
and a horizontal shaft. 
The camp portion of 
the complex is located 
about one-eight mile 
southwest of the mining 
features. The mine and 
camp are connected by 
a din. road. The camp 
ponion consists of a 
two-story wood frame 
bunkhouse and an assay 
office and outhouse. 
John Miscovich tore 
down a boiler house 
near the mine shafts and 
moved a generator 
building (IDT-217) to 
the Riley/ Otter Creek 
Camp. The buildings 
and structures that 
remain at the Golden 
Horn Camp were in 
fair condition in 1993. 

Rasmus Nielson, 
a Danish geologist, dis­
covered the Golden 
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Figure 160. Map of the Golden Horn Mine. 

Hom gold-tungsten-antimony lode deposit in 1921. In 1922. John Warren continued to develop 
the property. He installed a small stamp mill and processed surface and underground ores. 
Mining engineer Wesley E. Dunkle leased the property in the mid-1930s and did further 
exploratory work. From 1925 to 1937. 528 tons of high grade ores were extracted from 
underground wor.kings, yielding 2,706 ounces of gold, 2,620 ounces of silver. and 9,336 pounds 
of lead, mostly mined and shipped by Dunkle. John Popavich also mined and shipped ore. in 
1937. By 1938, underground workings consisted of two shafts with a combined depth of 303' , 
1,025' of drifts, and 480' of crosscuts. No further production from the underground workings 
has been reported. John Miscovich leased ·the claims from Bob Lyman from 1952 to 1973, then 
purchased them (Miscovich. personal communication, February 23, 1995). In 1977, a 
consortium of Union Carbide, WGM Incorporated, General Crude, and GCO Minerals 
conducted extensive subsutface testing of Golden Hom deposits. The results were inconclusive 
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and exploration was dfacontinued in 1981 (Bundtzen et al. 1992;22). In recent years. John 
Miscovich has attempted to attract a large-scale mining company to develop the mine. He was 
conducting open pit mining at the Golden Hom Mine during the summer of 1993. 

The Golden Horn Assay Office (IDT-233) is a rectangular. one-story, wood frame 
building (Figure 161). The foundation is timbers on grade. The gable roof is covered with 
corrugated metal. Shiplap siding covered by roofing felt covers the exterior walls of the 
building. An arctic entry with shiplap siding and a plank door is on the eastern half of the north 
elevation. Corrugated mera.l covers the gable roof. A 6/6 double-hung window is located west 
of the arctic entry. A 6/6 double-hung window and a six-light, fixed sash window are located 
on the east elevation of the building. A six-light. fixed sash window, a 6/6 double-hung 
wind.ow, and a five-panel door are on the west elevation. A shed roof addition on the south 
elevation has shiplap siding. The roof is covered with corrugated metal. A single-light, fixed 
sash window faces south. 

A wood frame 
outhouse is located 
about 20' southwest of 
the assay office. 
Horizontal wood sid­
ing covers the gable 
roof and exterior. A 
plank door faces 
north. 

The assay of­
fice was built in the 
1930s. Bert Needing, 
the mine manager, 
lived in the building 
during the l 930s. 
Living quarters were 
located in the front 
(north end) of the 
building. Assay acti­
vities were conducted 
in the back of the 
building (Miscovich 
1995: Vl-98-99). 

Figure 161. The Golden Horn Assay Office, 
1993. The view is looking southwest. 

The Golden Horn Bunkhouse (IDT-232) is a rectangular, two-story, wood frame 
building (Figure 162). The foundaiion is timbers 011 grade. Corrugated metal covers the gable 
roof. The siding is ship lap covered by roofing felt. The main entry is on the south elevation. 
A gable roof arctic entry is centered on the ground floor. It is flanked by two 6/6 double-hung 
windows. A six-light. fixed sash window is located above the arctic entry on the second floor. 
Three 6/6 double-hung windows are located on the ground floor of the west elevation. The 
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second floor has three 
six-light, fixed sash 
windows. Two five­
panel doors are locat­
ed on the ground floor 
of the north elevation. 
Th.e second floor has a 
six-light, fixed sash 
window on top of a 
boarded up window 
opening. A two-story 
shed roof addition is 
centered on the east 
elevation and is flank­
ed by two six-lightt 
fixed sash windows on 
the ground floor. A 
six-light, fixed sash 
window is located on 
the second floor. A 

Figure 162. The Golden Horn Bunkhouse, 
1993. The view is looking northwest. 

six-light, fixed sash window is centered on the first and second stories of the south elevation on 
the east addition. A six-light, fixed sash window is centered on the south elevation of the second 
story of the addition. 

The bunkhouse was constructed in the mid-1930's and is in its original location. A 
twelve man mining crew and a cook stayed in the bunkhouse. The two-story addition was a 
shower. The cook's quarters, a washroom, and a mess hall table were located downstairs 
(Miscovich 1995:Vl-97-99). 

The Golden. Horn Log Cribbed. Vertical Shaft (IDT-229) of the Golden Horn Mine 
Complex is a log structure made with double-notcb.ed logs (Figure 163, right foreground). The 
depth of the shaft is unknown. 

Rasmus Nielson, the discoverer of the Golden Hom lode deposit, built the log cribbed 
shaft in 1921 (Miscovich 1995:VI~99). 

The Golden Horn Wood :Framed Vertical Shaft (IDT-230) is a wood frame structure 
constructed with planks and timbers (Figure 163, center). The shaft is framed with vertical 
timbers and the interior is sided with horizontal wood planking. The. vertical shaft extends down 
through four levels. The depth of the shaft is unknown (Bundtzen et al. 1992:22). 

Mining engineer Wesley E. Dunkle constru.cted the vertical shaft in the mid-1930s. 

The Golden Horn MorizontaJ Adit (IDT-231) is a horizontal mining adit. The structure 
is the lowest level of the mine and is timbered inside. The inside of the structure is flooded. 
No other structural information is known about the adit. 
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Rasmus Niel­
son started building 
the horizontal adit in 
1921. John Warren 
extended the adit in 
1922. Wesley E. 
Dunkle also used the 
adit in the 1930s 
during his attempt to 
develop the mme 
(Bundtzen et al. 
1992:22). 

Figure 163. The Golden Horn Wood Framed Shaft (center) 
and Log Cribbed Shaft (right), 1993. The view is east. 
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The Fullerton Mining Camp on lower Flar Creek 

The Fullerton !\fining Camp on lower Flat Creek (IDT-234) consists of five buiMings .• 
the ruins of two other buildings, and two sites (Figure 164). The standing buildings iinctiucle a 
small bunkhouse. a garage. two 
sheds. and an outhouse laying on 
its side. The two huilding ruins 
are the remains of an outhouse 
and a shop building. The site is 
located on the west side of Plat 
Creek and on the east side of 
Flat Creek Road. A bulldozer 
trail bisects the mining camp. 
All of the buildings and ruins are 
located becween this trail and 
Flat Creek. A heaver pond 
created by the damming of f' lat 
Creek is located on the east edge 
of the site. Water from the pone.I 
has backed up into several build­
ings. The site also includes a 
scatter of debris on the east side 
of the dirt road and a scatter of 
lumber on the west side of the 
road. At least one other build-
ing, a tool shed. was located at 
the ·camp. Mark Kepler moved 
the tool shed to Flat and con­
verted it to a shower building 
(IDT-123). 

John and Richard 
Fullerton built this mining camp 
on lower Flat Creek. in 1956. 
The camp was their headquarters 
while they were mining in the 
adjacent area for three or four 
summers. All of the buildings at 
the camp came from Patty Sav­
age's old mining camp, which 
was located further up Flat 
Creek. 
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Figure 164. Map of the Fullerton Mining Camp 
on lower Flat Creek. 

The Fullerton brothers abandoned this 
communication, July 25, 1993: Kepler 1995: 123). 

camp about 1960 (Fullerton. pe1tsonat 
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The Small 
Bunkhouse (IDT-237) 
is a rectangular, one­
story, wood frame 
building (Figure 165). 
The gable roof and 
exterior are covered 
with roofing felt over 
horizontal siding. The 
building measures 
17'9"x20'4" and the 
roof line is oriented 
east-west. The main 
entry is on the east 
elevation but bas no 
door. A window 
opening is located on 
the north and west 
elevation. The cabin 
is in poor condition. 

The bunkhouse 
served as living quart­
ers. 

The Garage 
(IDT-238) is a rectan­
gular, one-story, wood 
frame building (Figure 
166). The foundation 
is on grade. The gable 
roof is covered with 
corrugated metal The 
exterior is covered 
with roofing felt and 
battens over shiplap. 
Most of the roofing 
felt is m.issin,g from 
the walls. The build­
ing measures 17'4 "x 
20'7" and the gable 
roof is oriented east­
west. Th.e garage has 
large door openings on 
the east and west ele­
vations, but the double 

Figure 165. Sn1aU Bunkhouse, 1993. 
The view is looking southeast. 

Figure 166. The Garage at the Fullerton Camp, 
1993. 'fbe view is looking northeast. 
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doors are missing. Most of the interior of the garage is flooded by water from a beaver pond 
located immediately to the east. 

The Fullerton brothers used this building to shelter and service equipment used during 
their mining operations on lower Flat Creek in the late 1950s. 

The Storage Shed (IDT-239) is a rectangular, one-story, wood frame building (Figure 
167). The foundation is logs on grade. The partially collapsed shed roof is covered with 
roofing felt over wood decking. The exterior walls are covered with roofing felt and batten 
boards over horizontal siding. Most of the roofing felt is missing. The building measures 
11 '6"x 20'7". The main entry is on the west elevation, which has a large plank door and a 
smaller door opening. 
The door to the latter 
is missing. The 
building is in poor 
condition and is 
partially flooded by a 
beaver pond immedi­
ately to the east. 

The Fullerton 
brothers used this 
building to store 
supplies and equip­
ment during their 
mining operations on 
lower Flat Creek in 
the late 1950s. 

The Outhouse 
Ruins (IDT-240) con­
sists of the remains of 
two wood frame out­
houses. The first 

Figure 167. The FuJJerton Storage Shed, 
1993. The view is looking southeast. 

outhouse is broken off near the base, as though it was hit by a piece of heavy equipment. The 
shed roof and sides were covered with horizontal wood siding. It measures 3'6"x4'. A broken 
porcelain toilet is located in the base of the building. The second outhouse is intact but has 
fallen over on one side. The shed roof and exterior walls are covered with vertical wood siding. 
The building measures 3'6"x4' and had one hole. 

The Fullerton brothers used these two outhouses as part of their mining operations on 
lower Flat Creek in the late 1950s. 

The Work Shop Ruins (IDT-241) consists of the remains of a rectangular, one-story, 
wood frame building (Figure 168). The foundation is wooden blocks. The floor is made of 
decking and is intact. The rest of the building has col1apsed. Roofing feJt and batten boards 
cover t11e gable roof, which is intact. The building measures 17'2" xl 8 '4". The exterior was 
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covered with roofing 
felt over wood siding. 
The north wall is 
partially intact, but is 
laying north of the 
building foundation. 
Sections of the other 
walls and artifacts , 
such as rusted tools 
a.ad five 50 gallon 
barrels, are scattered 
around the ruins. 

The Fullertons 
used this building as a 
workshop to repair 
equipment while min­
ing on lower Flat 
Creek. 

The Fullerton 

Figure 168. The ruins of the Fullerton Work Shop, 
1993. The view is looking southeast. 

Shed (lDT-242) is a rectangular, one-story, wood frame building (Figure 169). The foundation 
is horizontal timbers. The partially collapsed shed roof and the exterior walls are covered with 
roofing felt over wood siding. The building measures 7'xl3'4" . The main entry is on the east 
elevation and contains 
a plank door. A six­
light, fixed sash 
window is located on 
the north elevation. 
Artifacts inside tbe 
building include a 
hand-cranked portable 
phonograph, fuel cans, 
clothing, a lantern, a 
boot, black plastic 
sheeting, and structur­
al debris from the col­
lapsed portion of the 
roof. A small auto­
mobile radiator is lo­
cated Just south of the 
shed. 

The Fullerton 
brothers used this shed 
for Jiving quarters. 

Figure 168. Tbe ruins of the FuUerton Work Shop, 
1993. The view is looking southeast. 
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EVALUATION 

During 1993, the cultural resources survey crew documented 110 buildings, structures 
and sites in the town of Flat and an additional 37 properties in four nearby mini:ng camps. Only 
significant buildings, structures and sites are included in these numbers. Outbuildings, such as 
sheds and outhouses, were not generally included in the count of properties inventoried. Out­
huildiogs were included with principal structures as one property. A list of buildings, structures 
and sites in Flat, organized by geographic area within Flat, can be found. in Appendix A. A list 
of buildings, structures and sites in the four mining camps near Flat can he found in Appendix 
B. 

Evaluation of properties in Flat 

Historic themes represented by the buildings, structures and sites in Flat include mining, 
commerce, and community development. Table 1 shows the historic uses of the 110 properties 
inventoried in Flat. The table also shows historic uses by geographic area within the town. 
Twenty-six properties were used for mining or mining related activities. Twenty-four properties 
were used for commercial purposes, such as stores, hotels, restaurants, bars, and houses of 
prostitution. Sixty-one properties were used as residences. Nine properties were public 
buildings or facilities, such as community haJls, schools, and post offices. The historic use of 
one property is unknown at this time. Eleven properties were used for multiple purposes, such 
as a residence from 1920 to 1935 and commercial activity from 1936 to 1950. 

Proper-
lndust- Commer- Residen- Un- Total ties wiU1 Total 

Surv~ area _.!l!L ...£iAL _Ji&_ Public known Uses Multi-use Propenies 
Mid-town s 3 13 3 0 24 [SJ 19 
Donnelley Complex 8 l 9 9 
Turner & Wood Complex 5 I 6 6 
Mathcso.n/NADC Complex 12 .s 18 1n 17 
West Fla1 3 I 4 4 
Flat Creek Road 2 l 12 15 1.5 
Southcentra1 Flal 2 0 6 2 10 [ l] 9 
Airstrip 1 1 2 l 5 s 
Red Light District s 18 24 r4J 20 
Northwest Plat - .J. .1 .1 - ....2 - ....2 - - -

Totals 26 24 61 9 121 lll] 110 

Table l. Historic uses by geographic area of properties inventoried in Flat. 

Flat's 110 buildings. structures and sites date from 1910 to the 1980s. Table 2 provides 
a breakdown of the Flat's historic resources based on the decade of construction. Ninety-nine 
of these resources, a vast majority, date from 1910 to 1945. They include 12 buildings, two 
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' esOUIIte ·+ or 
T:x~ 19l0s, 1920s 1930s Unkm!l,w,n Total 

Mid-I.own 
BuiiildJimgs 6, 4 4 1 15 
S~riuctures: 0. 
Siites, 2 4! 

Donnelley Con,11nerei8!ti Complex 
Buildi!ng,s ~ 4 4 9 
S:truetl!l ucs 0. 
Si»te.s 0: 

l''urner and Woad Ccm:nn:errdail Cumpfex. 
Bu,ild.iAgs J 2 3 
Struciures 0 
Sites 2 1 3 

Maf.h.esoitlNAPC Cem.pleX-
Buildings 4 7 3 14 
S~JiUCI.\Jlfe-S 1 1 l 3 
Rile£ O; 

West Ffat 
.BuHdins,s 2 1 3 
Struct\tlres, 1 l 
Site-.s• 0 

F101t· Creek Road 
B'uiiilcf,ings 5 ? • .. l 8 
Strnctures: l 
Sites 2 3 6, 

s~ufheen.t,-a( flat 
Buii,ld!i.111gs 1 2 l 3 7 
Strucl.Ulrcs: 0 
Sites I l 2 

Afrsfliip 
Buifdlnngs J 1 4 
Structures, Qi 

Sites I 
Red! Light Dist1tkt 

Hu1i1ld:ings 2 4 7 m4 
St1m.emres, 0 
Sites, 5 I 6, 

IN:or.thW-·e:s.t lf!af: 
Bu~rdlfng,s 1 2 l 4 
Stn.ctuires Qi 

Sites: I I 2 
Totrails1 fro!!' Jil]at 

Buildings 12 23 33 4 9 811 
Structures 2 t: 1 0 I 5 
Sites _Q 12, 2 __Q .l 24 

Totals 2QI 3,6 39 4 11 1110 

Talille: 2"' Da!ta (l))f construction of' buildiug,si 
structures: aind1 sites; hoo the t·owo of' Ffat.~ 
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structures, and six sites that date from the 1910s, 
23 buildings, one structure, and 12 sites that date 
from the 1920s, 33 buildings, one structure, and 
five sites that date from the 1930s, and four 
buildings that date from 1940-1945. Nine 
properties date from 1946 through 1987. The 
dates that the remaining two properties were built 
are unknown, but probably date from the l 930s 
or 1940s. 

Due to events in the town's history, such 
as natural disasters and mining within the town, 
many of Flat's historic resources have changed 
considerably over time. While there are a. 
signmcant number of buildings, structures and 
sites that have survived from the 1910s, 1920s 
and 1930s, many of those resources have changed 
considerably. Most of Flat's early buildings 
were small, reflecting a first generation mining 
camp in a remote area of Alaska's interior where 
building materials were expensive or difficult to 
obtain. As the area matured as a mining district, 
miners, businessmen and residents made addi­
tions to their buildings to provide additional 
space for commerce, industrial activity. and 
living quarters. 

More tha:n half of Flat's buildings and 
structures were moved between 1924 and the late 
1960s due to natural disasters or mining activity 
within tbe town's boundaries. Some buildings 
were moved as many as three times so that 
draglines or dredges could get at the gold bearing 
gravels under the town (Miscovich 1995:I-2, 11). 
Table 3 provides a breakdown by geographic area 
of buildings and structures in Flat that have been 
moved. The table includes a number of "moved" 
sites, in wh.ich the buildings have collapsed, been 
destroyed or were partially or fully demolished 
for salvage after they were moved. Sixty of 
Flat's historic resources, more than one-half, 
have been moved. Thirty-seven historic 
resources are in their original location. It is not 
known if the remaining 13 historic resources, all 
of which date from the 1920s and l 930s, have 
been moved. 
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esource n-
T:r12e Moved known Total 

Mid-town 
Buildings 12 3 15 
Structures 0 
Sites 4• 4 

Donnelley Commercial Complex 
Bujldings 5 2 2 9 
Structures 0 
Sites 0 

Turner and Wood Commercial Complex 
Buildings 3 3 
Structures 0 
Sites 1• 2 3 

Matheson/NAJ>C Complex 
Buildings 7 s 2 14 
Structures 2 1 3 
Sites 0 

West Jllat 
Buildings 2 3 
Structures I 
Sites 0 

Flat Creek Road 
Buildings 3 4 I 8 
Structures I I 
S.ites 1• 4 1 6 

Southcentl'al Flat 
BuilJings 6 I 0 7 
Structures 0 
Sites 1• 1 2 

Airstrip 
Buildings 1 3 4 
Structures 0 
Sites 1 1 

Red Light District 
Buildings 7 4 3 14 
Structures 0 
Sites 2• 1 3 6 

Northwest .Flat 
Buildings 2 2 4 
Stmctures 0 
Sites 2 2 

Totals for l•lat 
Buildings 48 25 8 81 
Structures 3 2 5 
Sites ..2• 10 2 24 

Totals 60 37 13 110 

• = Buildings moved before they became sites 

Table .3. Flat .historic resources 
that have been moved. 
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The historic properties in Flat (Figure 169) consist of a second or third generation mining 
camp dating from the 1930s and early 1940s. Many of the town's important commercial and 
public buildings have been moved and Flat's frontier street-scapes of the 1910s have 
disappeared. 

As Plat matured as a community in the late 1910s, .1920s and 1930s, more families 
settled in the town. In general, industrial. commercial, residential, and public buildings reflected 
the utilitarian nature of a mining camp. Due to the expense of building materials and the 
availability of aband.oned buildings in nearby lditarod, many of the buildings in Flat that were 
added after the 1924 fire were moved to Flat from lditarod. New commercial and residential 
buildings constructed in Flat in the late l 920s and 1930s were larger than earlier buildings, 
reflecting the accumulation of wealth by successful miners and businessmen. 

Evaluation of properties in the mining camps near Flat 

The buildings, structures and sites of the four mining camps near Flat represent the 
historic theme of mining. Table 4 shows the historic uses of the 37 properties inventoried at the 
Riley/Otter Creek Camp. the Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp, the Riley Dredge, the Golden 
Horn Camp. and the FulJerton Camp on lower Flat Creek. All 19 buildings and structures at 
the Riley/Otter Creek Camp were used for mining or mining related activities, although three 
were used earlier as residences and one was associated earlier with the Marshall's Office in Flat. 
The six historic resources at the Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp, the one resource at the Riley 
Dredge, the five resources at the Golden Hom Camp and the six historic resources at the 
Fullerton Camp on lower Flat Creek were used for mining or mining related activities. 

Proper-
lndusl- Commer- Rcsiden- Un- Total ties with Total 

Survey Area ..!i!L. cial ~ Public known Uses Multi-use Properties 
Riley/Oller Creek 19 3 I 23 [4] 19 
Discovery/Miscovich 6 6 6 
Riley Dredge I 1 1 
Golden Horn 5 5 5 
Fullerton (Flat Creek) _§ - - - - _§ - _§ 

Totals 37 O 3 I O 41 (41 37 

Table 4. Historic uises of properties inventoried in the camps outside of Flat. 

The historic resources at the four mining camps date from the 1910s to the l 970s. Table 
5 provides a breakdown of the dates of construction of the properties in the mining camps near 
Flat. Fourteen of the 37 historic resources at these camps date from the l 930s. The dates that 
another 14 of the properties were constructed are unknown. The Riley/Otter Creek Camp 
contains one building from the 1910s, one building from the 1920s, nine buildings and one 
structure from the 1930s, one building from Lhe early 1940s, and six buildings for which the 
dates of construction are unknown. The Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp contains three build~ 
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esource I 
T:aie 19l0s 1920s 1930s 1945 Un.known Total 

Riley/Otter Creek Mining Comp 
Buildings 1 I 9 1 6 18 
Structures 1 
Sites - - - - - _Q - - - - -

Subtotal 1 1 10 1 6 19 

Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp 
Buildings 3 I 2 6 
Structures 0 
Sites - - - - - ..Q - - - - -Subtotal 0 3 1 0 2 6 

Riley Dredge 
Buildings 0 
Structures 1 l 
Sires - - - - - _Q - - - - -

Subtotal 0 0 0 0 

Golden Hom Mining Camp 
Bu.Udings 2 2 
S1-rucmres 2 1 3 
Sites - - - - - ..Q - - - - -

Subtotal 0 2 3 0 0 s 

liullerton Mining Camp on lower Flat Cretk 
Buildings 4 4 
Structures 0 
Sites - - - - .1 .1 - - - -

Subtotal 0 0 0 0 6 6 

Totals for the mining camps near Flut 
Buildings 4 12 1 12 30 
Structures 1 2 2 0 0 s 
Siies _Q ..Q _Q _Q .1 .1 

Totals 2 6 14 I 14 37 

Table 5. Dates of construction of buildings, structures 
and sites in four mining camps near Flat. 

ings from the 1920s, one building from the 1930s, and two buildings for which the date:s of 
construction are unknown. The Riley Dredge dates from the 1910s. The Golden HoJm Mine 
contains two structures from the 1920s and two buildings and one structure from the 1930s. 'The 
Fullerton Mining Camp contains four buildings and two sites for which the dates of con.structioR 
are unknown. These resources originated at an earlier camp fan.he.r up Flat Creek and the da~e:s 
they were constructed are unknown. 
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Most of the hiis1roric res:oucees at. these four camps have: been moved., re-1rnecting the 
tcansient. Iilait®.F:e of mining: in. g;eneraE aind! mining camps, in p.aFtklll1la1r. Tabl:e 6 tiists tfue mining 
camp, buil!din.g:s. stru:ctures and sites, tfuat are. m Resom:u Noc t!.fr.t-
th.eiii original Jocattion au~ tlilose: tloait have been Type Moved! Movecll known Total 
moved. Tfu.e: t'lble indw:des a mumlileF of •tmoved" Riley/OtteF Cre-ek Cam,p 
sites, in wfu:ich ltl\Je, build'i,m.nrs have coUapsed, beelil B.m.vfdlimgs: 1

1
7 1 

~ St.1ru1.ct.llH(Cl.>\ 
d'estiroyed OF were partiaUy or- !UJJtly d!emoJi.shed foli Sntrcs. 
salvage. aft'eir they were t,ttmred. Twelil.ty-seve:n, of subtotal 18 0 
tfue 3,1 historic resou1rces at these: c:amps; haive been 
moved. Eight are· im theh· orig,inail locatiom.. ]t is 
not knowru if two other buiifdim.gs are in their 
odgin.al loe.aitim1 or ha.ve: bee!il moved. AD] ttm1t. one 

li)isc.overy:'/Pete:-r Miscovich €amp 
Buii[d'i1mgs 2 2 2 
Sttru:crures1 
Sites 

of the 18 bl!lildiog,s and structures a.t tbe: RHeyt 11 Sub:l~ota 
Otter Cre.ek Camp. have. been moved!. The remain-

BU1ildin:g,s 
S'troctures 
Shies 

Subtotal 

~Uivldiln.gs 
Strru.cttures. 
suves 

Subtotal 

. -- -2 2 

Rffoy Dredge. 

. -1 0 

Gofdeni Hom. € 'amp1 

2 
3 

0 5 

2 

. -0 

0 

18 
1 

J! 
19 

6 
0 

.Q 
6 

0 
I 

...Q 
1 

2 
3 

...Q 
5 

ing, 17 buildings and one stme;tl!l1re have been. 
moved withim th'e camp, originated! at otther mining 
caim.ps, or came from the towlill of Flat. Trite 
Discovery/Peter Miscovkh. Camp contains two 
buildings that are iii1\ thefa, original locatioFll, two 
tfu:ait. weli'e: mo,ved from other locaifities,. a:nd tw.o for 
which! tllle,cre is liloi inonnatio.fl it" they were mo,ved. 
The Riley Dredge, whrcfu was- buiUt to be mofuife ,, 
bais moved extensive·lry o,ver th_e· years.. Tbe two 
butl.dings and three struc.tu.res at me Gold.em1 Hom 
Mi:roe are itn1 their orig,inal locations.. FouF 
bU1ildlfngs a!lild, the remains. of two, other bl!lliJ.dlh1gs at 
nhe Full.Ienon Calillp were moved to, that locatiion 

Jil~dlerton Camp, Oin lower Fl'at: Creek 
Bwldnrngs 4 
Strn.crures 

from ooother miming caimp. Sites. _l• - · 
I Su.btmal 6 0 

T'ota·ISi rur Mining, CampS' near Flat 
Blllilld.iin~s 23 S Z 
S'rrw.c.v.m:es 2 3 
S:iit es, .1 • 

Totafs 27 8 2 

4 
0 

.l 
6 

30 
5 
~ 
37 

These mnnim,g c.amps amd e.qµipmcnt. aire 
representative of go,l'o. mmmg camps a1rcm!rnd Flatt .. 
The movement( o,f buildlin1gs and strn:ctures frotn 
one camp, or locatfon tOJ anmher has. be.e.m1 comm.on 
practice. m rfue area. for. seven decades., The remote 
location ID!F the I:dii'taimd minimg distrktr amd. tfae fu~gfa 
costs of bwil'.dling maite.riat.s. a1ndl tF.UsportaticMll 
prompted. miners to; adlap.ri.vely reuse buildi11gs. andl * = Buildlings mo~e<li li>cfo:re rb1ty ~'ame sites 

strucrnre.s.. Sotll]T.e: of the· ful!l11Mi111.gs a:.t these camps 
a.re aill that remmiim of earlier mining campS\ that 
were located an Sfate. Granite. Wiffow and Ffat 

T'a&fe 6:. Hist.ode r.·es:tlurces in mining 
cam.p:s nem· Fllait tlll!at have liJ;ttJil moved. 

creeks.. The tradi1l·ion. of moving bUli]dings. and s.rm.i:ct:uires and! adapting: tlilem for l!lse in new 
mining operatio:ns. was. common practice: amomg g:oldl rn1imers im1 Alaska and in the American west 
gemerally. 
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Potential eligibility under the National Register program 

Many of the historic resources in the town of Flat are eligible for the National Register 
of Historic Places (NRHP). Some historic resources, such as the Matheson Dredge, the 
Matheson House, the Donnelley House, the Donnelley and Sheppard Store, the Turner and 
Wood Store and the Community Hall, appear to be eligible as individual properties associated 
with the respective themes of mining. commerce or community development in Flat from the 
late 1920s to the late 1930s. These properties are locally significant and eligible under one or 
more of the following NRHP criteria: Criterion A (association with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the hroad patterns of history), Criterion B (association with the lives 
of persons significant in the past), or Criterion C (embodiment of the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction, or tJ1at represent t.he work of a master, or that 
possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individuaJ distinction) (U.S. Department of the Interior 1992). 

An additional number of historic properties in .Flat are likely be eUgihle for the NRHP 
if they are nominated as part of a historic district associated with the Iditarod National Historic 
Trail. The town of Flat contains the largest concentration of gold rush era ( 1910-1940) buildings 
associated with the lditarod National Historic Trail. A preliminary estimate (Appendix A, far 
right column) of potential eligibility indicates that as many as 80 historic properties in Flat may 
be eligible in a NRHP district :nomination as a third generation mining camp under the themes 
of mining, commerce and community develop during the period 1930-1940. Flat was the 
largest mining camp in the lditarod mining district and was an important destination on the 
lditarod Trail. Historic resources in a district nomination under an lditarod National Historic 
Trail multiple property nomination would be locaJly or regionally significant. Historic resources 
in Flat could be eligible under one or more of NRHP Criterion A, B, C, or D (potential to yield 
infonnation important in prehistory or history). 

The physical integrity of the buildings, structures and sites in Flat varies greatly. 
Nomination of the resources would require a close look at each to detennine which ones have 
lost historic integrity. The large number of moved hui1dings in the town, many of wb_ich were 
moved after lhe period of historic significance (1930-1940), wiU also require dose scrutiny 
under NRHP Criteria Consideration B, which sets special requirements for eligibility for 
properties that have been moved. Given the historic pattern of moving huildings and th.e period 
of significance th.at the buildings represent, establishing the eligibility of individual buildings that 
have been moved may not be too difficult. It will be important to secure the support of tb.e. 
owners of the buildings, structures, land, and mining claims in the nomination_ process to 
encourage preservation and continued use of the resources in ways that will protect thefr historic 
integrity. 

Some of the historic resources associated with the mining camps near Flat also may be 
eligible for the National Register. The Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp, the Riley D.redge, and 
the Golden Hom Camp may be eligible as historic districts or elements of a district under the 
theme of mining in the years 1920-1940. As in the case of Flat, lhe argument for eligibility of 
these camps and historic resour-ces would be strongest if they were nominated as part of a 
multiple property nomination associated with the lditarod National Historic Trait Since all of 
the structures at t.he Riley/Otter Creek Ca.mp and the Fullerton Camp were moved to those 
locations in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s, it appears doubtful that those two camps will meet the 
eJigibility criteria for the NRHP. 
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Additional work needed 

Flat is a unique community and contains the largest number of gold rush era buildings 
associated with the Iditarod Trail. Preservation of these historic resources should be a priority 
for both the building and land owners. A National Register nomination would be an important 
step toward gaining recognition of Flat's unique role in the history of the Iditarod mining district 
and ·the lditarod National Historic Trail. 

Additional work is needed before the historic resources in Flat and the nearby camps can 
be nominated to the NRHP. Additional interviews should be conducted with former residents 
knowledgeable about the resources. lnfom1ation about the date of construction, historic use, 
changes over time. and movement of many of the buildings and structures is still unknown. The 
interviews should focus on additional information about those buildings and structures. Location 
and acquisition of photographs of these historic resources during the years prior to 1940 are also 
important as those photographs will help document changes in the buildings over time. 

Careful consideration should be given to the question of loss of physical and historic 
integrity of the resources. Many of the buildings and structures in Flat and the nearby mining 
camps are deteriorating from the elements, neglect, abandonment, lack of maintenance, and 
salvage activities. Consideration should also be given to determining which historic ruins and 
features in Flat retain physical context and significance that allow for inteq>retation of the 
remains as historic archaeological sites. 

There are many obstacles to preserving the historic resources in Flat and nearby mining 
camps. The continued survival of these resources is threatened not only by neglect, lack of 
maintenance, and salvage activities, but in some cases, such as the Golden Horn Mine, by fu.ture 
mining activities. The most serious obstacle to the preservation of these resources is the decline 
of economic activity in the area. Historic buildings and, structures will not survive unless there 
is someone to use and maintain them. Mining has been on the decline in the area in recent 
decades. Recent changes in mining laws and regulations have done little to encourage mining 
activity in the area. Recreational use of the buildings may be an important use that will cause 
them to be maintained. 

The pattern of land ownership is also an obstacle to preservation. The land is owned by 
the federal govemmeot. It is staked as federaJ mining claims, which limits use of the land to 
mining or mining related activity. Doyon Limited, the regional Native coq>oration in the area, 
has selected the land under the Alaska Native Land Claims Settlement Act of 1971. Doyon will 
probably become the new land owner if the mining claims are relinquished or invalidated. 
Prospects for broadening the local economy beyond mining to other economic activities such as 
tourism, recreation and guid.ing are poor if investors cannot purchase or obtain long-term leases 
on the land under the buildings. Some buildings in Flat are owned by absentee owners who onJy 
use them seasonally. These owners are unlikely to make substantial investments in maintenance 
if there is no chance of owning or leasing tbe land under the buildings. 

The historic resources in Flat and the nearby mining camps are an important part of 
Alaska's gold rush heritage. Recognition and preservation of these resources should be an 
imponant goal of public agencies, private groups and individuals. A partnership of concerned 
individuals and agencies would be a way to preserve the historic buildings. structures and sites 
in Flat and the uearby mining camps. 
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APPENDIX A. LIST OF PROPERTIES IN FLAT 

Mid-town 

AHRS Rsrc Dace Hist. Date(s) Original .NRHP 
Pro~rll'. Name Number ill!£ fuillL Us" Moved I..ocalion Criteria 
Community Hall lDT-070 Bldg 192.5 Public 1943 Flat A 
Andy Miscovich Bar IDT-071 Site 1910s Rcsid/Comm 1925 Flat A 
Durand Restaurant/Joe Parker Bar rDT-072 Site 1935 Comm 1945 Flat A 
Adams Cabin/Parker Generator Shed lDT-073 Bldg 1920s Resid/Conun 1948 Flat Creek 
Savage/Fullerton Garage lDT-074 Bldg 1930s? lndust/Resid 1948 Flat Creek A 
Gustafson/Savage/Fullerton House IDT-075 Bldg 1938-39 Resid A 
Alderson House IDT-076 Bldg 1920s Res id/Public 1933/45 lditarod A 
Hill/Day/Agoff House IDT-122 Bldg 1930s Resid 1945 lditarod A 
Guggenheim Office/Uotila House JDT-092 Bldg 1912 Iodust/Resid 1928-29 Flat 
Miscovich House/Uotila Shop IDT-243 Bldg 1910s Resid 1920 Discovery A 
Guggenheim Hospital/School House IDT-093 Bldg 1910s Public 1921 Flat A 
Mutchler/Miscovich House TDT-094 Bldg L918 Resid 1925 Flat A 
Michaels/Miscovich House IDT-095 Bldg 1910s Resid 1921-22 Flat A 
Awe/Fullenon Shop lDT-096 Bldg 1935 lndust 1930s FJat A 
Mutchler/Uotila/Fullenon Barn IDT-097 Bldg 1910s lndust 1920s Flat A 
Mutchler /Hard/Uotila/ Awe 

Blacksmith Shop JDT-098 Site 1910s lndust 1920s Flat A 
DeHouse/Kobler Building IDT-099 Bldg 1927-28 Resid 1930s Flat A 
UotHa/Marcell House Ruins IDT-100 Site 1920s Resid 1920s Flat A 
Williams House IDT-IOI Bldg 1980s Resid 

Donnelley Commercial Complex 

AHRS Rsrc Date Hisl. Date(s) Original I\IJUfP 
Pronertl'. Name No. ~ Built Use Moved Location Criteria 
Donnelley and Sheppard Store JDT-077 Bldg 1927-28 Comm 1966 Flat A,C 
Cold Storage Building IDT--078 Bldg 1930s Comm 1936-37 Flat A 
Assay Office IDT-079 Bldg 1910s Comm 1935/66 Jditarod A 
Turner/Donnelley Warehouse IDT.080 Bldg 1920 Comm 1956 Jditarod A 
Donnelley Garage lDT-081 Bldg 1930s Comm Unknown ? 
Donnelley Lumber Warehouse IDT-082 Bldg 1920s or 30s Comm A 
Donnelley Pipe Warehouse IDT-083 Bldg 1930s Comm Unknown -- A 
DoMelley /Standard Oil Warehouse IDT-084 Bldg 1920s Comm 1930s Flat A 
Donnelley House IDT-085 Bldg 1937 or 38 Resid A.B,C 

Turner and Wood Commercial Complex 

AHRS Rsrc Date Hist. Date(s) Original NRHP 
Pro~m ~ame No. ~ Buih Use Moved Location Criteria 
Turner and Wood Store IDT-086 Bldg 1920s Comm 1937 Flat A,C 
Turner and Wood Warehouse #1 IDT-087 Bldg 1910s Comm 1930s l<.litarod A 
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AHRS Rsrc Date Hist. Date(s) Original 1N1RHP 
ProReny Name No. Tyne Built Use Moved LocaJ.ion Criteria 
Turner and Wood Warehouse #2 IDT-088 Bldg 1920s Comm 1930s Flat A 
Adams/Lawrence Hotel IDT-089 Site 1930 Comm A 
Adams Dog Barn IDT-090 Site 1920s Comm 1920s Flat A 
ACS Wireless Station Site IDT--091 Site 1920s Public A 

Matheson/North American Dredging Company (NADCJ Complex 

AHRS Rsrc Date Hist. Date(s) Original lNR!Hf 
Pro~rtv Name No. Tvpe Built Use Moved loc.ation Criteria 
Matheson House IDT-102 Bldg 1937-38 Resid A,B.C 
Matheson Guesthouse IDT-103 Bldg Unknown Unknown 1960s Unknown ? 
Mess Hall IDT-104 Bldg 1930s Iodust 1945 Slate Oreelk A 
Matheson Storage Building IDT-105 B)dg 1930s Iodust Unknown - A 
Matheson Garage IDT-106 8,ldg 1930s? lndust Unknown - A 
Byrd/Stevens Garage IDT-107 Bldg 1930s? Resid 1977 Flat A 
NADC Parts Warehouse IDT-108 Bldg 1920s (odust A 
NADC Washroom IDT-109 .Bldg 1920s or 30s Indust A 
NADC Machine Shop JDT-110 Bldg 1920s or 30s Indust A 
NADC Garage IDT-111 Bldg 1946-47 Indust A 
NADC Wanigan IDT-112 Strct 1930s Jndust 1930-50s -- A 
Balange Carpentry Shop IDT-113 Bldg 1948? Rcsid 1948/72 Flat A 
Applebaum House/Stevens Garage IDT-114 Bldg 1930s Resid/lndust 1972 Flat A 
Joe Mitchell Cabin IDT-115 Bldg 1930s? Resid 1966 Flat A 
NADC Drilling Rig IDT-I 16 Struct 1920s? lndust 1920-50s -- A,C 
Shed on Skids IDT-117 Bldg 1920s? lndusl 1920-50s ? 
Site ZZZZ Struct 1910s? lndust 1910-50s --
Flat Creek Ditch IDT-144 Struct 1910s Indust A 

West Flat 

ABRS Rsrc Date Hist. Date(s) Original NmJJP 
ProQerl:y Name No. ~ Buill Use Moved Localion Criteria 
Matheson Dredge IDT-118 Struct 1916/ 1938 Indust 1910-60s -- A,C 
Jensen/NADC Pump House IDT-119 Bldg 1930s (ndust 1946 Willow Creek .A 
Turner/Hatten/ Agoff Catsheds IDT-120 Bldg 1940-41 fndust A 
Site E-2 Site Unknown lndust 1993 
Sagoff/Demientieff/Wiotz House lDT-121 Bldg 1933 Resid 1946 Flat A 

Flat Creek Road 

AHRS Rsrc Date Hist. Date(s) Original N!RHlP 
Propertl;'. Name No. Typ~ Built Use Moved Location Criteria 
Fullerton/Durand/Roper/Byrd House lDT-133 Bldg 1920s Resid 1929/30s Flat A 
Remingion/Duffy/Baquir House IDT-134 Bldg 1920s Resi<l 1937-38 Flat 
Harry Agoff House IDT-135 Bldg 1920s Resi<l 1933/48 I<litarod 
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AHRS Rsr.c: El:l~e Hist. IDate(s), Original NRHP 
Pro2em: Naine No,. Type Buih. Use Mo,ved Location Criteria 
Ogriz. House ID"F-132 Bldg 1934 Residl A 
Kardanoff/Hanen/Sruver House fD,'}i':..131 Bhlg 1941 R.esid1 A 
And'erson/Sluver House Rl'llins EDT-·136 S:it'e 1~20s Resi.d 1935 fi~nt A 
Mc<Co,11eghy#Bai]ai.1ige House Ruins Fl!)T:..137 Site l910s or 20s Resid, A 
.Subteirrane• C..ol.dl Storagt FIDT-,'.2.44, Site 19'20& Comm A 
Lapp/Wr!ltvarn&fWolllf CabJiin S'itc IDT-245 Siit.c 19130s,? R.esrd lJnkno,wn A 
Btsso:WSako.w H0~.se lDT-.nJ8, Brd1g: J.92f(l,s, Resid A 
Becker House Ruins, and Shed IDT-B9 Bhlg, 1930& Resid Unktlown A 
Crook/'Caughrean Miouse lEHi'-14.0 Blldig 1920s Resid1 A 
N'ashiM~ffcr Howse Rwii.ns. FID,T-14'1 Site I.92.0s 01: 30s Resi:,dl A 
Do:nncifcy Howse/ACS S:~ation1 19Ws. ResidJIPubl l!Jnkn~wn 
Sif.c: DD,Dll)D (she.di) 19130s R.esidl U'nln(W.Jfi 

Site WWWWW (Acheson House)1 19'3'0s:?' Rcsid. l!J nknu,w n 
Maririn Cteet Dlitdu [l[)T'-1\42 SlliU,C~. 19541 b1cil!WSf 

Guggemhe,im Machine Shop, IDT/-li4.3 Site {9Mls Ind'.wst A 

Scmthce:ntral Flat 

AHRS Rsrc Date Hist. Date(s} Original NRHP 
Pro~ny: Name No. Type! Buitit. . Use Mo,vedl ILoc.aii'oo Criteria 
Kepler House lDT-n3 Bldg (987 Resid 
NADC Office/Flat Post Office lDT-1124: Bldg 19)7 lnd'ws-tfPubEic l9S,&J86 IPfiat A 
Kepler Libi:aE)f lll)adm,1orJ(f1 1DT-h2j, Bldg Ururnowa Rcsid l~SOs/86: Plat. 
IBlu.r.mslKepler. WaJTkshop CDT-1261 Bldg, J93Us R:esid l9S:OS! fl!at. A 
PaJl'k:erfMillerfKepte:r Gu;esd1©.use IDT-12,7 Bldg J950s Rcsi.d. 198~. Fl.at 
l•fon Amnfo/Buims House fD1'-t21il Bldg 1910 Res:i.d 19J0sf40:s Flat A 
Andettson, SJ1edl R:Ulims. ID'F-lW Site 1930s Resid. lJnkJiown -- A 
Gugg~nheim Dredg~ Bucle~ LiI!Je. ID'F-2'36 Site 11912' Jnd'wst 191.2.-IS IPl'nt A 
SignaJ Coi;ps BuHding ID'F-130 Bldg F942 Public, 1950 ffat A 

Airstrip 

AHRS Rsrc Date Hist. Date(s) Original. NRHP 
Pro~rt! Name N'o. T'ype Builllt1. Use Mo,ved, Location Criteria 
Shaffrick House IDT-l4S Bldg ~930£ Resid A,C 
Shaflfrkl Pow·cr She.di lD'Ii'-146, Bldg 19305, R(esid A 
Sires; RRR amdl SSS 11930.S: Com.m, 1930s F1Iat 
Struc.turc-$ BBBB & CCCC (tanks) Slruct 11960s lnd'1m 00known -
A.imrip Storage Shed lD>T-14.7' Bld,g, t930s: Comm 1.930:s Unknown A 
9LMI Airsuiip S.torage 81J1itding LDT-148, Htdlg 1972 PUblic 
Ful'.ferh.>m Hanger lDT-149 Site. 1956•57 fndust 
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Red' Light District 

AMRS Rm:: Date Mist. O.ate(s)i O!ilgimal NRHP 
Pro~rtt Name No. Type Bl!lHt Use Moved l..Dcarion Criteria 
Wadswonh House Ruit.lils, IDT-150 Site. 193.0s• Comm A 
Winter:stFed'dy House: Rl!li111.s ID'Ji-151 Site t920's CommJRes•id 1930s flat· A 
Tea1offJMcnzo1WScott!Baker (',.ibin lDl:-152 Site f9,20s R:cs1~d. 1!.JiOk.[i}O\lffl A 
Bmi] Jenscru Hol!lsc R1:11iins KII>T~l53 Site 11920s. Reisid Unknown - A 
Seotf/P'arkc.r House lDT-154 Bldg 1910s Residl Unilcno:wn .. A 
BrfnkJFlemings, Log Cabin, mr-155; Bldg 1920s Res,dl 1920s F~at A 
AwefWeber/Gu1Ja.rteJaubbard Mouse lDT-15.6 B'fdlg U920s FndJJ1smJ.R:estd 1930s flat A 
MalTShall/Loira,iger/Norman Grg .. Si1e rDT-157 Site IJ920's Re.s;~di )9,20si PIiat 
Ml.arshiaHILorati1:gerl'N!orm.1:t11 GMage LDli-158 Brd~ I920s R.esidl 19120s/90s Flat A 
Cun1miln:g,sl'Popai\.Jicbttoraruget C..11bi11J, ID1i-lS9 Bl!d'g 1910-11 Res.fd. 191416 f ·l.at A 
F~nn Aoo1e/Bi\Ure lfliard[m:g Mouse: mT-160 Site 192.0.s Comm U1dcuo:w111 - A 
Jeo.sen/MvlllerfStuvcr Cabvru FDT'-16n Bfdg, 1910s or 20s Rcsid 192.([)$1 Mirarod A 
Stu,vcr, Shop/Shawn, ffemings la!ouse fD'Jf-162. B'l<llg l930s Rcsicll Unknown A 
Icns.cnif P.a!tl:eJi/StevenstSt'\!J,\.fe~ Galiage fDli-16:3, BMlg, 1930s CommiResrdl A 
Duk.tcfaJParketrEJI .. Ftemi\n:gs, House IDT-1.64 BMlg f93'0s Rcsfdl A 
Parker/Fl:e.mi'.ngs. Meat Sl:ic;dt fDiT-165 Bl!dlg, 195::2:-53 Restd 
Nc~eHa/Jlolims-on/Frle.mings Hous.c JDT-166 Bldg 19'30's Res(d! 1930s Flat A 
Turner/ PloydtParlccJi/0 Jsen Shof? IDT·l67 Brdg 19C\'O~ CommlResid 194!715:3 Ftat A 
MarceH/Dahl/Stevens/Olsen, Ho.uise Fli)T'-lei8; 8'tdg ),9JJ(h Resid A 
Stenberg/Gus.tafson/O~s.en Shedl Illi>T~M9) BJ.dg ~.930s, Resi'd Unknown, - A 

Nonhwest Flat 

AHRS R:src Date Hi!s1. Date:(s)' Original NRHP 
P'ro~ertl!' Name No,. Type Bl!IHt Use Moved :n..ocation Criteria 
WiUiams/BacstromJBlac.kweU House M>T-HQI Bldg, 1940 Resid l940:s fla~ A 

ARC Repa~r Shop mT-171 Bldg 19130s Public A 

ARC Garage 1.mr~1n lfHdg_ l930s Publli.c. A 
GuVartelDonncHey & Sheppard 

Warm Storage BuiMi,ng lll>T-113 Site 119•110s Comm A 
Cottonwood Cemetery JiD1"-241 Sire V.926 Plllblic A 
S.feen/Van Lumin!Agoff Cabin lili)'J. 246, Bldg 1.9~4 R.esid. 19'40163i lFlat 
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APPENDIX B. LIST OF PROPERTIES OUTSIDE OF FLAT 

Riley/Otter Creek Camp (IDT·201) 

AHRS Rsrc Date Hist. Date(s) Original NRHP 
Pro~n~ Name No. ~ Built Use Moved Locarion Criteria 
Mess Hall Building IDT-202 Bldg 1937 lndust 1940s & 

l960s Slate Crk 
Pomgran/ Aiken/Miscov. Guesthouse IDT-203 Bldg 1930s lndust 1940s & 

1960s Willow Crk 
Generator Shed IDT-204 Bldg 1920s'? Public/lndust 1960s Flat 
Bunkhouse # 1 IDT-205 Bil.lg 1930s lndust 1960s Disc/Misco-

vich Camp 
Bathhouse IDT-206 Bldg 1930s lndusr 1960s Slate Ck 
Bunkhouse #2 IDT-207 Bldg 1930s lndust 1960s DisclMisco-

vich Camp 
Bunkhouse #3 IDT-208 Bldg 1930s'! lndust 19(,0s Disc/Misco-

vich Camp 
Office and Workshop lDT-209 Bldg Unknown lndust 1960s Disc/Misco-

vich Camp 
Well House IDT-210 Bldg 1930s lndust 1960s Slate Crk 
DeHouse Resid./Miscovich Garage IDT-211 Bldg 1930s Res.i<l/lndust 1958 Flat 
Cat Shed IDT.212 Bldg J960s Indust 
Machine Shop IDT-213 Bldg 1940s Jndust 1960s Slate Crk 
Fuel Storage Shed IDT-214 Bldg Unknown Resid/fndust 1960s Disc/Misco-

vich Camp 
Riley Office/Kobler Cabin IDT-215 Bldg 1910-11 lndust l960 Riley/Oner 

Crk Camp A 
Warehouse IDT-216 Bldg Unknown Resid/lndust 1979 Flat 
Golden Hom Power House IDT-217 Bldg 1930s Indus! 1970s Golden Hom 

Mine 
Drilling Shack on Skids IDT-218 Bldg Unknown Indust 1960s Disc/Misco-

vieh Camp 
Site Z Bldg 1970s? lndust 1990s Riley/Otter 

Crk Camp 
Miscovich Shovel IDT-219 Struct 1935 lndust 1935-70s Disc/Misco-

vidtGu11) A,C 

Discovery/Peter Miscovich Camp (lDT·221) 

AHRS Rsrc. Date Hist. Date(s) Original NRHP 
Pro~m Name No. ~ !!Yi!!_ Use Moved Location Critma 
Bunkhouse IDT-222 Bldg 1928 Indust A 
Workshop and Garage IDT-223 Bldg 1935 Indus! A 
Peter Miscovich Office/Residence IDT-224 Bldg 1920s lndust 1948 Disc/Misco-

vich Camp A 
Pans Shed IDT-226 Bldg Un.known lndust Unknown •• ? 
Gencracor Shed IDT-225 Bldg Unknown lndust Unknown -- ? 
Blacksmith Shop IDT-227 Bldg 1920s lndust 1924 Flat A 
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Property Name 
Riley /Miscovich Dredge 

ProRerty Name 
Assay Office 
Bunkhouse 
Log Cribbed Shaft 
Wood Framed Shaft 
Horizontal Adit 

Riley/Miscovich Dredge (IDT-220) 

AHRS Rsrc Date 
No. ~ Built 
IDT·220 Stt'UCl 19l4/l938 

Hist. 
Use 
Indust 

Golden Horn Mine (/DT-228) 

AHRS Rsrc Date Hist. 
No. Type Built Use 
IDT-233 Bldg 19'30s lndust 
IDT-232 Bldg 1930s lndust 
IDT-2-29 Struct 1921-22 lndust 
IDT-230 Struct 1934 lndust 
IDT-231 Struct 1921 Indust 

Date(s) Original 
Moved Loca!ion 
l 9 l4-66 Otter Ck 

Date(s) Original 
Moved uxalion 

Fullerton Minin.g Camp on. lower Flat Creek (IDT-234) 

A.HRS Rsrc Date Hist. Date(s) Original 
ProJ:!em Name No. ~ Built Use Moved Localion 
Small Bunkhouse IDT-237 Bldg Unknown Indust 1950s Flat Crk 
Garage IDT-238 Bldg Unknown Indust 1950s Flat Crk 
Storage Shed IDT-239 Bldg Unknown lndust 1950s Flat Crk 
Outhouse Ruins lDT-240 Site Unknown Indust 1950s Flat Crk 
Workshop Ruins IDT-241 Site Unknown lndust 1950s FJ.;u Crk 
Fullerton Shed IDT-242 Bldg Unknown lndust 1950s Flat Crk 
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