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THE FISCAL YEAR 2016 BUDGET REQUEST: A VIEW 
FROM OUTSIDE EXPERTS: ALTERNATIVE BUDGETS 
AND STRATEGIC CHOICES 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 

Washington, DC, Wednesday, February 11, 2015. 
The committee met, pursuant to call, at 10:03 a.m., in room 

2118, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. William M. ‘‘Mac’’ 
Thornberry (chairman of the committee) presiding. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORN-
BERRY, A REPRESENTATIVE FROM TEXAS, CHAIRMAN, COM-
MITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
The CHAIRMAN. Committee will come to order. 
Our hearing today should help clarify some of the hard choices 

we face for our country’s security with the coming budget cycle. We 
live in a time when fiscal problems and mounting debt coincide 
with unprecedented national security challenges in a volatile world. 

Since the end of the Second World War, the U.S. has enjoyed the 
freedom to act in our national interest anywhere on earth. Few na-
tions in history have been so privileged and few nations have 
thrived so well. 

But all of us should recognize that, depending on the choices we 
make, we may be in the sunset of that era. The National Defense 
Panel cautioned that since World War II, no matter which parties 
control the White House and Congress, America’s global military 
capacity and commitment have been the strategic foundation 
undergirding our global leadership. The way we resource the De-
partment of Defense [DOD] forms that strategic foundation of our 
global leadership. 

Today, experts from some of the leading think tanks in Wash-
ington will present their views on the budget choices facing us. All 
of them, I think, provide valuable insight into some of the threats 
and choices and different futures which this committee has been 
looking about. 

All are here to present the difficult options before us, and some 
of those difficult options range from the loss of important man-
power and equipment to military bases to discarding strategic re-
sponsibilities. 

Dr. Kissinger said in the Senate testimony earlier this month 
that the United States has not faced a more diverse and complex 
array of crises since the end of the Second World War. Our task 
is to manage a difficult combination of external and internal pres-
sures on our defenses and be true to the heritage which we have 
enjoyed. 
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I would yield at this point to the distinguished ranking member, 
Mr. Smith, for any comments he would like to make. 

STATEMENT OF HON. ADAM SMITH, A REPRESENTATIVE FROM 
WASHINGTON, RANKING MEMBER, COMMITTEE ON ARMED 
SERVICES 

Mr. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think you have suc-
cinctly described the challenge that we face. We have an increas-
ingly dangerous world, with national security threats emerging in 
many different areas, from Russia to the Middle East and North 
Africa, obviously the ongoing struggle against ISIL [Islamic State 
of Iraq and the Levant] in Syria and Iraq. 

It is a dangerous world. It is, you know, not—just because we 
have fewer troops deployed now that we are out of Iraq and signifi-
cantly drawn down in Afghanistan, you know, there is no such 
thing as a peace dividend at this point. We are in the exact oppo-
site position, facing an array of complex threats that are going to 
require, you know, both resources and considerable creativity to fig-
ure out how best to confront. 

At the same time, we are in a budget crisis. And if you went back 
4 years and looked at the Department of Defense’s projections, 
their FYDP [Future Years Defense Program], the 5-year plan and 
then their 10-year plan, for what they expected they were going to 
have to spend and what they have now, it is substantially less, in 
large part because of the Budget Control Act, but also because of, 
you know, government shutdowns and CRs [continuing resolu-
tions], and basically the significant budget dispute here on Capitol 
Hill. 

So more complex, challenging problems, less resources. That is 
the challenge that we face. 

And we will be very interested to hear from you all about how 
best you think we should confront that, because, you know, it is at 
times like that when you really need to get smart. It is the famous 
quote, I think it was from Winston Churchill—I will attribute it to 
him anyway—it is, ‘‘Gentlemen, we are out of money; now we have 
to think,’’ and try to figure out how best to use that money. 

I will say just two final things about that. First of all, we could 
help ourselves enormously if we got rid of sequestration. I think 
there is a budget fight still to be had, and the deficit is down sig-
nificantly but it is still substantial. The debt is still substantial. 

We need to figure out a solution to that, to get a 10-year plan 
going forward for the budget. But sequestration is just a horrible 
place to do that. 

And it is interesting to note that when sequestration was passed, 
when the Budget Control Act was passed in 2011, the goals that 
it set, it basically said that you had to achieve $1.5 trillion in def-
icit savings over the course of the next 10 years—you have to come 
up with a plan for achieving that by the end of 2011. We didn’t, 
so sequestration became law. 

We have, however, achieved far more than the amount of savings 
that was called for in the Budget Control Act. But yet, we are still 
stuck with sequestration. 

Our number one is get rid of sequestration. But number two is, 
if we are going to have to live with it, and even if we get rid of 
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sequestration, we still are going to have less money than they 
thought we were going to have. 

We are going to have to start making some choices about pro-
grams, about personnel, about Guard and Reserve, about a whole 
array of things within the defense budget. And unfortunately, the 
default position to most Members of Congress is to protect their 
own. You know, if you are thinking about shutting down a weapons 
system, well, if it is made in my district or located in my district 
then I am going to be against it. 

We are running up against the Guard and Reserve problem. No-
body wants to reduce anything in terms of personnel costs because 
of the political implications. 

But if we have got the budget we have got, we have to make 
some kind of choice. And I would submit that, for those of us who 
serve on this committee, it is not our primary job to protect every-
thing in our own districts. It is our primary job to protect the coun-
try. 

I will give you a personal example. When I represented Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord, they have a ROTC [Reserve Officers’ Train-
ing Corps] program out there—college students who come out, like 
3,000 in the summer, and, you know, it is some business. And they 
wanted to move it to Kentucky, they being the Department of the 
Army. 

And, you know, the local people freaked out and everybody want-
ed us to, you know, stop this, and they came to me and said, ‘‘This 
must be stopped.’’ 

And I was like, ‘‘Yes, if DOD thinks this is the best thing to do 
then we will be okay at Lewis-McChord. There are other things to 
do, and let’s not get in the way of everything that the, you know, 
Department of Defense wants to do for parochial reasons, because 
if we do that we paralyze their ability to make smart choices and 
adequately provide for the national defense.’’ 

And I know many past chairmen have been fond of quoting the 
thing that is apparently down there on the front of our committee, 
Article 1, Section 8. Article 1, Section 8 doesn’t say, ‘‘Make sure 
that as much defense money as is humanly possible comes into 
your district.’’ That is not what it says. 

And in times like this I think we need to be a little bit wiser 
about how we make those choices. 

So, look forward to hearing from you what you think those 
choices ought to be, and if we don’t like what the Pentagon is offer-
ing, what are the alternative suggestions. 

So with that, I yield back. Look forward to testimony. 
The CHAIRMAN. I thank the gentleman. 
Let me welcome each of the witnesses. 
We start with Mr. Todd Harrison, with the Center for Strategic 

and Budgetary Assessments [CSBA], who, I understand Mr. Har-
rison is the one who ran the exercise that all of the organizations 
participated in. 

Then Dr. Nora Bensahel, who is currently a distinguished schol-
ar at American University, but was with the Center for New Amer-
ican Security [CNAS] when this exercise took place. 

Mr. Ryan Crotty, with the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies, CSIS; Mr. Jim Thomas, with Center for Strategic and 
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Budgetary Assessments; and finally, Mr. Thomas Donnelly, with 
American Enterprise Institute [AEI], who used to be a staff mem-
ber of this committee and was the last one to get his testimony in, 
I noticed, which may be a connection, I am not—I don’t know. 

But we really do appreciate each of you not only being here, but 
for putting the time, effort, and resources into analyzing these dif-
ferent budget options that are before us. 

And so with that, Mr. Harrison—and without objection, your full 
written statements of all of you will be made part of the record. 

And, Mr. Harrison, you may proceed. 

STATEMENT OF TODD HARRISON, SENIOR FELLOW, DEFENSE 
BUDGET STUDIES, CENTER FOR STRATEGIC AND BUDG-
ETARY ASSESSMENTS 

Mr. HARRISON. Chairman Thornberry, Ranking Member Smith, 
members of the committee, I want to begin by thanking you for the 
opportunity to testify today. 

Approximately one year ago, CSBA convened a group of scholars 
from four think tanks, represented here today on this panel, and 
asked them to develop alternative approaches to rebalance DOD’s 
budget and capabilities in light of projected security challenges and 
fiscal constraints. I should note that the views and choices ex-
pressed through this exercise represent those of the people who 
participated and should not be construed as the institutional posi-
tions of their organizations. 

The purpose of our exercise was to foster a greater appreciation 
for the difficult strategic choices imposed by the Budget Control Act 
of 2011 [BCA]. The ground rules were that each team could vary 
its defense strategy as it saw fit, using the 2012 Defense Strategic 
Guidance as a starting point. The teams used their own expertise 
to assess the future security environment and associated risk, and 
they were free to modify and reprioritize roles and missions for the 
military accordingly. 

The teams then used an online tool created by CSBA to imple-
ment their strategy and capability choices. CSBA’s Strategic 
Choices Tool allows users to quickly add and cut items from the 
current program of record using more than 800 pre-costed options. 
The tool allows the users to see the resulting budget and force 
structure impacts in real time. 

The tool, I should note, does not assess risk or make judgments 
as to the sufficiency or wisdom of one’s choices. Such subjective as-
sessments are better left to the experts here. 

We also limited the degree of choices available to the teams to 
impose some political reality. For example, we limited how quickly 
they could cut end strength in each of the services. We also did not 
give the teams the ability to count savings from additional effi-
ciencies or compensation reform beyond what was already included 
in the President’s budget request. 

And we did this for two reasons. First, the purpose of the exer-
cise was to focus on the major strategic choices facing DOD, and 
while we all agree the Department should always do more to pur-
sue efficiencies, efficiencies do not typically rise to the level of a 
major strategic choice. 
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Second, the President’s fiscal year 2014 budget request, which 
served as the baseline for all adds and cuts in this exercise, already 
assumed well over $200 billion in efficiency savings and compensa-
tion reform. Since this was already built into the baseline, the 
teams already had the benefit of these savings and it would not be 
realistic to allow the teams to assume even more savings on top of 
these. And it also made the job harder for all of these guys. 

Each of the teams was asked to rebalance the DOD budget over 
10 years, spanning fiscal year 2015 to 2024, under two different 
sets of budget constraints. The first set of constraints used the 
BCA budget caps currently in effect, and the second set used a 
slightly higher level of funding, roughly consistent with the Presi-
dent’s fiscal year 2015 request. 

Allowing the teams to vary their strategies and using two sets 
of budget constraints for each team allowed us to discern which 
choices were budget-driven and which were strategy-driven. 

For example, each of the teams made different choices with re-
spect to the Marine Corps force structure, which suggests that 
these choices were dependent on the teams’ strategies. In other in-
stances, such as the decision to retire Active Component A–10s, all 
of the teams made the same choice, which suggests this decision 
may be independent of strategy. 

We also look for instances when individual teams made different 
choices under the two levels of budget constraints. For example, all 
of the teams made cuts to readiness funding under the full BCA 
budget constraints; but when the budget constraints were loosened, 
they changed their readiness cuts. This suggests that cuts to readi-
ness funding were budget-driven. 

Conversely, we found that each team made roughly the same 
cuts to personnel levels, particularly civilian and support contrac-
tors, in the two budget scenarios, which suggests that these per-
sonnel cuts were not budget-driven. 

Despite the budget constraints imposed, all of the teams chose to 
make substantial investments in new capabilities, even though 
these new investments required them to make larger offsetting 
cuts in other areas. All of the teams, for example, increased spend-
ing on space, cyber, and communications capabilities. This suggests 
that the teams felt DOD’s plans did not adequately address the 
challenges the military is likely to face in this area. 

Much has changed in the security environment since this exer-
cise was conducted a year ago, but the long-term fiscal constraints 
of the Budget Control Act remain the same. What our exercise 
helps illuminate, and what my colleagues will speak to in their tes-
timony, are the core capabilities the military must protect and, in 
some cases, increase investments in, regardless of the budgetary 
constraints imposed. 

Thank you. 
[The prepared statement of Mr. Harrison can be found in the Ap-

pendix on page 49.] 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Dr. Bensahel. 
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STATEMENT OF DR. NORA BENSAHEL, DISTINGUISHED 
SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE, SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL 
SERVICE, AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 
Dr. BENSAHEL. Chairman Thornberry, Ranking Member Smith, 

and distinguished members of the committee, thank you for invit-
ing me to testify in front of you today. 

I participated in this exercise when I was employed at the Center 
for a New American Security as the co-director of the Responsible 
Defense Program. My co-director, retired Lieutenant General Dave 
Barno, and I formed the CNAS team. 

In the interest of time, let me quickly note the three most impor-
tant conclusions we took away from our participation in the exer-
cise. 

First, DOD is not investing in the right things for the future. As 
Todd mentioned, this exercise was not a budget-cutting drill; it 
truly was about making strategic choices. 

All four teams decided to rebalance the defense budget by reduc-
ing spending on many current priorities and reinvesting the newly 
freed funds into other parts of the defense budget. For example, 
our team cut the planned defense budget over the 10-year period 
covered by the exercise by a total of $716 billion, far more than was 
required to meet the spending caps, but added back $384 billion in 
new spending in the full Budget Control Act scenario and added 
$509 billion back in the half sequestration scenario. 

This suggests that the planned DOD budget is overinvested in 
some key areas and underinvested in others. 

Second, it was virtually impossible to meet the budget caps 
under the Budget Control Act without cutting civilian and military 
personnel, readiness, or both. Personnel and readiness simply con-
sume so much of the defense budget that we were unable to stay 
within the budget caps by cutting procurement, force structure, ar-
maments, and logistics alone. People and force readiness had to be 
sacrificed in order to stay within those caps. 

We chose first to cut the number of civilians employed by the De-
partment of Defense and the military services by one-third, which 
was the maximum we were allowed to do under the exercise. Be-
tween 2001 and 2012, the number of DOD civilians grew five times 
faster than the number of Active Duty military personnel. In our 
view, military combat forces, the sharp end of DOD’s spear, needed 
to be preserved even at the cost of deeply slashing civilian staff and 
overhead. 

Yet even so, we were also driven to reduce the Active Duty and 
Reserve end strength of all four military services. We cut Active 
Duty end strength by a total of 127,000 personnel, with most of 
those cuts coming from the Active Army. 

And even yet, we still had to cut readiness in order to meet the 
budgeting cap, even though we strongly resisted doing so because 
readiness is expensive. We believe that the United States has a re-
sponsibility to prepare its military forces as thoroughly as possible 
for the missions that they are asked to conduct, and sending un-
trained or inadequately prepared forces into combat is dangerous 
and irresponsible. Yet, we had to make the same difficult choice 
that the services have made in recent years to cut those readiness 
funds. 
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Third and finally, defense reform is essential to free resources for 
current and future capabilities—again, to invest as much money as 
possible in the pointy end of the spear. 

There are three key elements of a reform agenda that stood out 
to us on our team. First, DOD must shed unneeded overhead, civil-
ians, and contractors for the reasons I mentioned above. 

Second, another BRAC [Base Closure and Realignment] round is 
needed. Reducing excess infrastructure would have been one of our 
highest priorities if the tool had allowed us to do so. The Army and 
the Air Force have each estimated that they have around 20 per-
cent excess capacity. It is unconscionable to require these services 
to continue spending money on facilities that they do not need 
while the budget caps require them to cut end strength, training, 
and readiness, which puts American troops at risk. 

Third and finally, military compensation must be reformed. This 
is a hard but necessary choice, because pay and benefits and health 
care are eating an ever-larger share of the defense budget. 

The recent Military Compensation and Retirement Commission 
report offers good recommendations on how to do so while grand-
fathering all currently serving members of the military. The com-
mission has estimated that its proposals would save $15 billion a 
year. 

That amount is certainly not enough to compensate for the cuts 
required by the Budget Control Act, but if we had been able to in-
clude around that level of savings in the exercise, for example, 
which did not include an option for compensation reform, we would 
have had to cut far fewer people and maintain more readiness. 

Thank you very much. 
[The prepared statement of Dr. Bensahel can be found in the Ap-

pendix on page 55.] 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Mr. Crotty. 

STATEMENT OF RYAN CROTTY, FELLOW AND DEPUTY DIREC-
TOR FOR DEFENSE BUDGET ANALYSIS, INTERNATIONAL SE-
CURITY PROGRAM, CENTER FOR STRATEGIC AND INTER-
NATIONAL STUDIES 

Mr. CROTTY. Chairman Thornberry, Ranking Member Smith, and 
distinguished members of the committee, thank you for the oppor-
tunity to appear before you this morning. 

The strategy and budget exercise that we are referencing here 
today occurred almost exactly a year ago, and yet the year—the 
world really already looks significantly different than it did then. 
The volatile and complex security environment already strains 
many of the choices that we made in this exercise, which I think 
speaks directly to the challenge of sequester-level budget, which is 
a loss of flexibility and a limiting of options. 

The U.S. security goals have not been reduced since the 2012 De-
fense Strategic Guidance, and yet, $120 billion has been cut from 
that concurrent budget over the 3 years since. The impact of these 
cuts is already in evidence, as the service chiefs have already testi-
fied. And with the force as currently constituted, continued seques-
ter-level funding would shift the impacts the force is currently ex-
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periencing in readiness, trimmed programs, cut training, from just 
holding patterns to entrenched problems. 

So far during these budget cuts we have asked the military to 
do more with less, and they have risen to that challenge. But that 
is not sustainable over the long term. 

In participating in this exercise it was clear that sequestration 
forces you into decisions that you would not make otherwise. 

The CSIS team worked to tailor our cuts to the strategic prior-
ities that we derived from the 2012 Defense Strategic Guidance: 
prioritizing homeland defense; Asia-Pacific engagement, presence, 
and reassurance; and retaining counterterrorism capabilities. We 
took as a guiding principle that a smaller, ready force was pref-
erable to one that maintained force structure or added more new 
programs but is less prepared to face the complex challenges we al-
ready face today. 

There was no way to implement the strategy without risk, and 
we took our primary risks in the size of Active ground forces. We 
hedged this risk with increases to the Guard and Reserve, sought 
to facilitate reconstitution of a larger ground force by having addi-
tional noncommissioned officers, junior grade field officers, re-
tained; better coordination of training between Active and Reserve, 
and shifting of some roles and missions into the Reserve Compo-
nent. 

We also cut the carrier force, but forward-stationed one in the 
Pacific to maximize coverage. And we invested in smaller, uncon-
ventional capabilities, including cheaper forward presence; more in-
telligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance; and special operations 
forces. 

Under the sequester-level budget, the U.S. military will remain 
the preeminent military in the world. However, we have seen a 
shrinking of the breathing space that we have between the capacity 
that the force has and the daily demand on those forces. This limits 
the Pentagon’s ability to react and adapt to new challenges and 
take on the shaping and reassuring activities that can help deter 
a future conflict. 

The Pentagon is being forced to choose between the fights today 
and the fight tomorrow. The reality is that today’s security chal-
lenges require capabilities for the full spectrum of operations. 

The 2016 budget process will be a critical one for national secu-
rity. We are reaching a turning point where the temporary impacts 
of sequester-level budgets are going to more permanently shape the 
force that we have going forward. 

So hopefully today’s testimonies will help the committee better 
understand what a force looks like under those budget constraints 
and inform the budget tradeoffs that will have to be debated over 
the coming months. 

Thank you for the opportunity, and I look forward to your ques-
tions. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Crotty can be found in the Ap-
pendix on page 67.] 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Mr. Thomas. 
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STATEMENT OF JIM THOMAS, VICE PRESIDENT AND DIREC-
TOR OF STUDIES, CENTER FOR STRATEGIC AND BUDG-
ETARY ASSESSMENTS 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Smith, and mem-
bers of the committee, thank you very much for holding this hear-
ing today, and also for inviting all of us to testify. I will provide 
a brief overview of CSBA’s approach during last year’s strategic 
choices exercise. 

We started, as well, with an assessment of the external security 
environment and its implications for the types of forces and capa-
bilities we will need in the future. This assessment, in essence, 
served as our filter or our lens for determining our priorities as 
well as where we would take risk regardless of spending levels. 

As challenging as the prospect of continued spending caps are for 
national defense, we face an even more worsening set of challenges 
overseas: revisionist states like Russia, China, and Iran; Islamist 
militant groups like ISIL; new nuclear powers, all of whom are ex-
ploiting a host of new technologies that confer the means to impede 
America’s ability to project power and meet its security commit-
ments in the ways it traditionally has done so. 

The bottom line for us, as we assessed these challenges, was that 
the future was going to present far tougher challenges for our mili-
tary than the post-Cold War era that we are exiting. In particular, 
future operating environments will be far more contested as adver-
saries exploit anti-access and area denial [A2/AD] capabilities to 
devalue our traditional means of power projection and achieving 
forward presence. 

Thus, we saw an imperative to reshape DOD’s portfolio of forces 
and capabilities around three main objectives. First, we sought to 
reshape the U.S. military to put more weight on deterrence 
through the prospect of swift punishment and more effective denial 
of our enemy’s objectives in the first instance, and at the same 
time, relatively less weight on traditional compellence forces—that 
is, forces that we need to serve eviction notices when our allies or 
friends abroad might be invaded and we have to conduct a counter-
invasion. 

Second, consistent with this first objective, we sought to maxi-
mize combat strike power and prioritize the most viable options for 
projecting power and holding potential adversaries at risk any-
where and anytime. We maintained the nuclear triad. 

We placed a premium on conventional global surveillance and 
strike forces, including submarines and low-signature, long-range 
land- and sea-based surveillance and strike aircraft, and made sub-
stantial increases in our stock of precision-guided munitions. We 
sought to develop new ground-based strike systems. 

We prioritized unconventional power projection capabilities, as 
well, including special operations forces and cyber and electronic 
warfare capabilities. And we invested in potential game-changers, 
like directed energy, electromagnetic railgun, and high-power 
microwave weapons. 

Second, we sought to judo through the A2/AD problem by fielding 
our own air and sea denial forces and helping frontline allies to do 
the same. So we built up stock of sea mines, acquired new tor-
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pedoes, and developed new maritime sensor arrays to detect enemy 
intruders in friendly maritime space. 

We pursued new air and missile defense systems, like the Air- 
Launched Hit-to-Kill missile. And we made substantial invest-
ments in decoys, deception measures, aircraft shelters, rapid run-
way repair kits to improve the resilience of our forward-based 
forces. 

And lastly, we expanded our combat logistics fleet to maintain 
robust naval strike power in distant theaters. 

Making these investments would be difficult in any cir-
cumstances, but the BCA caps made the shift even more difficult. 
We took risks in traditional forces less suited for operations in con-
tested environments, including those most dependent on close-in 
bases and those that have to mass in order to be effective. This 
meant significant reductions in legacy short-range combat aircraft 
and ground force capability. 

We also had to make very deep cuts in civilians and contractors. 
And with greatest reluctance, we were also unable to avoid making 
cuts in near-term readiness funding and had the most regret over 
this choice. 

In closing, I urge Congress to develop a serious budget proposal 
that properly funds defense while reshaping the U.S. military for 
tomorrow’s challenges. 

Thank you. 
[The prepared statement of Mr. Thomas can be found in the Ap-

pendix on page 79.] 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Mr. Donnelly. 

STATEMENT OF THOMAS DONNELLY, RESIDENT FELLOW AND 
CO–DIRECTOR OF THE MARILYN WARE CENTER FOR SECU-
RITY STUDIES, AMERICAN ENTERPRISE INSTITUTE 

Mr. DONNELLY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Thank you, Mr. Smith. 
It is an honor for a former staff member to return to the People’s 

House and to be on this side of the witness table for a change, so 
thank you very much for the invitation. I will try to be brief. 

I think it is important, though, to say that we tried—this was a 
second run through this game for us, and we did not want to re-
peat the lugubrious experience we had the first time. To be con-
strained by the BCA budget levels or even the modified levels that 
we used the second time around was, we felt, simply to rearrange 
the deck chairs on the Titanic, that there was no space for strategy 
when the budget choices were so constrained. 

And I think Todd’s observation that there was a whole lot of com-
monality—another way to say that is there wasn’t a dime’s worth 
of difference—between the BCA-constrained programs that the four 
of us came up with is an important takeaway from the exercise. At 
this level of budget, there really isn’t much chance for a strategy 
to operate. 

Secondly, we also felt that we had to reject the President’s 2012 
defense guidance because it would not, in our judgment, achieve 
the national security goals that this country has always strived to 
achieve and, most recently, annunciated in the National Defense 
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Panel. So we thought it was necessary to return to a more tradi-
tional military strategy, because what we wanted to do was to find 
out how far we had fallen into the hole that we have built for our-
selves over the past decade and what it would cost to get back out 
of that hole. 

That is the approach with which we approached this game. And 
so, very kindly, Todd and his crew allowed us to play a budget- 
unconstrained version, which we used to try to put a price tag on 
what we thought it would take to return to a more traditional mili-
tary posture on the part of the United States. 

And again, I won’t go through that in detail. I would be happy 
to respond to that in the question and answer session. But I would 
say that we also refuse to sort of rule out unpleasant forms of war-
fare—counterinsurgency and the like—in unpopular theaters of 
war, such as the Middle East. 

So we wanted to stick with a strategy that was consistent with 
the long past and not invent a new America that divested itself of 
traditional security interests. Rather, we wanted to put a price tag 
on attempting to return to a more traditional defense posture and 
to exercise a more traditional strategy—one consistent with the 
strategies that have been consistent from administration to admin-
istration, from changes of party really since the end of World War 
II, but particularly since the end of the Cold War. 

As my colleagues have observed, it has been a year since we ran 
the game and the world looks a little bit more dangerous today 
than it did a year ago. We didn’t fully understand how firm a grip 
ISIS would have on western Iraq and eastern Syria, or how serious 
the Russians were going to be about holding on and expanding 
their grip on Eastern Europe either. 

So if we were playing the game today, we would take the same 
approach—and that would be not to worry so much about the 20- 
year future, but to try now to rebuild—to get to the point where 
the investments that I think some of my colleagues were more in-
terested in could have a decisive effect. 

We really felt that the critical time was now and that our short-
falls in capacity and readiness were more strategically important 
than shortfalls in capability. So we wanted to try to repair what 
is not broken in order to survive, to live again, to fight another day. 

Just to give you a sense of what that meant to us, a couple of 
things: First of all, we didn’t just simply throw money at every-
thing. First of all, we understand that the rebuilding of the force 
and taking advantage and rebuilding the industry and the infra-
structure that would sustain that force has to be cognizant of the 
fact that these are institutions that have been on a starvation diet 
for some time now and overworked. 

We have built a plant, for example, that is capable of producing 
maybe 300 F–35s a year, but so far we have only been producing 
about 30 a year. So while the plant is there, the workforce isn’t 
there. 

So when we were reinvesting, we tried to be cognizant of how 
much money the Department could intelligently digest over the 10- 
year period that we were talking about. So we didn’t think that 
just flipping the money switch was going to be an adequate solu-
tion. 
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Nonetheless, over 10 years we calculated that the difference be-
tween the BCA levels of spending and what we thought might 
begin to reduce things to a manageable level of risk was $780 bil-
lion. That is a lot of money. 

By the same token, we were surprised to understand that not 
even that level of further investment would restore the program to 
what it was prior to the BCA. Let me repeat that. In other words, 
we couldn’t get back to where we were, in terms of what the de-
fense program was in 2011, 10 years from now even if we added 
almost $800 billion to the defense program. 

So that is a measure of how deep the hole is that we have dug 
for ourselves. 

Final metric: That level of spending—the budgets that we imag-
ined at the end of this reinvestment period would still be less than 
4 percent of projected GDP [gross domestic product]. And to the de-
gree that the 4 percent of GDP figure means anything other than 
a level of affordability, it means that even this kind of reinvest-
ment would still be below what reasonable people imagine would 
be a sustainable level of defense burden for the economy and our 
society. 

So the big takeaway for me was, in order for us to restore a tra-
ditional form of American leadership it is going to cost a lot of 
money. It would still be affordable, but we can’t get there from 
here. 

Thank you. 
[The prepared statement of Mr. Donnelly can be found in the Ap-

pendix on page 90.] 
The CHAIRMAN. That wasn’t very cheerful. 
So in essence, four of the leading institutions in town formed 

teams to look at how you would reprioritize the defense budget. 
And as each of you, I think, has acknowledged, a fair number of 
things have happened in the last 12 months—Crimea and Ukraine, 
ISIS, these negotiations with Iran, North Korea says it is testing 
various systems, the Chinese in waters close in the Western Pacific 
are more aggressive. 

My one question I would ask for each of the four teams is, hold 
yourself accountable. Knowing what you know now has happened 
over the last year, where did you mess up? What would you do— 
what would be the one or two areas you would do differently now 
than you did then based on these events that have happened over 
the last year? 

So, Dr. Bensahel, would you like to start? 
Dr. BENSAHEL. Sure. An easy question. 
The CHAIRMAN. Sorry. 
Dr. BENSAHEL. I think the guiding principles that we used dur-

ing the exercise where the fundamental question is where do you 
assign risk, right, because all of strategy is about assigning risk. 
We made a calculation to assign more risk in the short to medium 
term than in the longer term because of some of the challenges, as 
Jim mentioned, because we saw some very significant threats com-
ing out on the horizon. 

And therefore, we prioritized investments in advanced military 
capabilities and research and development because of the long lead 
times those involve. 
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I don’t think we would have made very many fundamentally dif-
ferent choices, given what we know now about what has happened 
over the past year. The one area where I think we might have 
made a different choice is we might not have cut Active Duty Army 
end strength by quite as much as we did. 

In the exercise we cut it down from the planned level of 490,000 
to 420,000. I think we would maybe have made a different choice 
to cut that only as far as about 450,000 to hedge against some of 
those threats. 

But we still would be changing the balance of the force between 
the Active and Reserve, even in the Army, and still trying to pre-
serve as much money as we could for those long-term investments, 
given our strategic principles that we used to guide the exercise. 

The CHAIRMAN. Okay. Thank you. 
Mr. Crotty. 
Mr. CROTTY. So we actually tried to focus a little more on the 

near term, and that was something that was borne out, and yet 
still, I think we were underinvested in the kinds of reassurance 
and low-end deterrence that actually has been shown as something 
that we desperately need, whether it is in Europe or in Asia. 

And I think that that is something that can only be done with 
more capacity. You need more people out there engaging with part-
ner and allies, having the flag, being available, being close by, be-
cause I think that really provides a reassurance that is required, 
especially at the lower end. 

You know, we are very good at deterring at the high end, and 
it is something that we will have to continue to invest in to main-
tain that. But that has changed the level of the conflict discourse, 
and that has not looked very good over the past year. 

So for us, so even having focused more on that near term, I agree 
with Nora, it was primarily in some of those personnel cuts that 
we made. We cut the Marines and I think we now definitely regret 
that, particularly with their sort of more unique capabilities as well 
as the requirements that are being put on them and sort of the 
new normal environment. You know, there is a lot that we need 
from them. 

But also, I think—we did not say this specifically, but I think 
that based on the 2012 defense review guidance, we would have 
been pulling some of those Army units that we cut out of Europe, 
and that immediately comes to mind as something that might have 
been a dangerous decision. 

So as you said, I think it immediately tells you that there are 
significant choices that can change in just the course of a year, how 
those will impact your future security. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Mr. Thomas. 
Mr. THOMAS. One of the things that really strikes me, Mr. Chair-

man, as we look back over the past year has been this growing 
trend in sub-conventional, creeping aggression, whether it is little 
green men in Ukraine, or it is fishermen and the use of paramili-
tary coast guards in the South China Sea or the East China Sea, 
the use of the Quds force in the Middle East. This looks like it is 
a growing trend. 
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And I don’t think it is a question of, do we deal with anti-access 
and area denial threats or we deal with creeping aggression. What 
I see is really the confluence of the two, is that anti-access and 
area denial capabilities are providing umbrellas that make it easier 
for revisionist states to conduct creeping aggression activities in 
their immediate regions. 

Fundamentally, this is about the weakness of frontline states. As 
we look around the periphery of Eurasia, from East Asia to our 
friends and allies in the Middle East, to Europe and countries in 
the Baltics and elsewhere, how do we strengthen their capabilities 
and ability especially to deter sub-conventional threats? 

I think this—we need to place more emphasis on foreign security 
assistance, and in particular, think if there are ways that we can 
further expand or strengthen our unconventional warfare capabili-
ties for countering some of these threats. So I think special oper-
ations have an incredibly important role to play, and that would be 
one of the things I would want to look at again. 

ISR [intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance] is another. I 
think what we are seeing on the global basis is inadequate ISR ca-
pacity to deal with multiple crises simultaneously. 

And the last is we, as I mentioned earlier, we already have re-
grets about readiness, and that cuts in readiness under BCA caps 
are deleterious to our ability to deal with all of these situations. 

Thank you. 
The CHAIRMAN. If I could interject for just a second, just to re-

mind members that tomorrow we have an informal roundtable on 
exactly this topic. What would you call it? Creeping aggression. 

Unconventional, hybrid warfare—lots of names. But we need to 
understand this better and see whether we have a—whether we 
are able to deal with it. And we have outstanding folks to come and 
visit with us about it tomorrow. 

Mr. Donnelly, you kind of answered this, but I don’t know if you 
have some additional comments? 

Mr. DONNELLY. I have no regrets, Mr. Chairman. I think the 
events of the last year really underscore our fundamental ap-
proach, that the near-term crisis is so immediate and, taken in the 
aggregate, it is a global crisis. There is no theater, there is no do-
main of warfare, in which American strength isn’t being seriously 
called into question. 

So again, it really sort of underscores two things to me: that the 
crisis is now; and that the fundamental strategy that was defined 
in 2012, however wise it may have seemed then, is not responsive 
to current conditions. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Mr. Smith. 
Mr. SMITH. I guess the big question is where do we save money, 

and a couple of you mentioned a few things, but if we could just 
really emphasize again, you know, there is a laundry list of things 
that the Pentagon has put out there—BRAC, personnel cost sav-
ings, getting rid of the A–10, laying up various Marine and Navy 
ships. Give me your three best ideas for saving money that, you 
know, fit within the national security challenge that we have. 

Mr. HARRISON. Sir, I would start by noting some of the things 
that we took off the table are probably the place we should actually 
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start—compensation reform. We did allow base closures in the ex-
ercise, but we made it realistic. Base closures cost you a little 
money up front and then save you money in the long run. 

Every single team here chose to do base closures under both 
budget scenarios, so I think that that is an important takeaway 
from this exercise. 

But ultimately, you know, having run two of these exercises with 
this group of think tanks and dozens of exercises with other 
groups, the common trend that I have found is that in almost every 
single case, every team, the largest amount of savings dollar-wise 
comes from personnel—military personnel, Active and Reserve 
Component, and civilian personnel that work for the DOD. 

Mr. SMITH. And specifically on those personnel savings, there are 
a bunch of different areas. There is health care, there is compensa-
tion, there is pensions, and then there is a variety of different ben-
efits—housing, commissaries. You know, what makes the most 
sense and where do you get to the point where you fear that you 
are risking the All-Volunteer Force, the willingness of people to 
sign up? 

Mr. HARRISON. In the exercises it all came from cutting head 
counts. But I will say in my own opinion, having, you know, stud-
ied and written about this issue, I think what the compensation 
commission came out with in their final report at the end of last 
month—I think that they have got a sound approach there. 

It certainly, you know, could use some tweaks and improvement 
by Congress, but their two main recommendations that affect the 
DOD budget are to alter the current retirement plan to add a 
401(k)-like plan that would benefit, you know, 75 percent of people 
who leave without any retirement savings while maintaining the 
defined benefit plan for people who serve a full career and retire. 

Mr. SMITH. How does that save money? 
Mr. HARRISON. Well, so the commission’s plan, using their own 

numbers, once fully implemented it would save about $2 billion a 
year, which is not a lot from that one change, but it basically saves 
money by DOD not having to set aside as much in an accrual pay-
ment each year to the Military Retirement Trust Fund, and taking 
some of those savings and reinvesting in a defined contribution 
plan, like a 401(k), but banking the rest of the savings. 

The other main recommendation of the commission that saved 
more money was a change to the health care system, and allowing, 
you know, Active Duty dependents, reservists, and retirees to do 
something they were calling TRICARE Choice, where you would 
get a basic allowance for health care for Active Duty dependents, 
for example, and they could buy into commercial health insurance 
plans instead of remaining on the military health care system. 
That change, when fully implemented, according to their own esti-
mates, would save a little over $6 billion—almost $7 billion a year 
once it was fully implemented. 

Just those two changes alone in the Military Compensation Com-
mission report would save about $33 billion in aggregate over the 
next 5 years, and more than that in every 5-year period that comes 
after it. Thirty-three billion dollars is a good amount of money. It 
does not get you all the way where you have to be in terms of the 
Budget Control Act, but it certainly would help. 
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Mr. SMITH. Just one quick question, and anyone can take this: 
weapons systems. Give me a reasonably expensive weapons system 
that you think we don’t need, that we could live with 8 carriers in-
stead of 11, we don’t need the new Ohio-class submarine, you 
know, we can buy half as many F–35s, we, you know—give me a 
major—because I think by some estimates, the weapons systems 
that we are planning on building right now we can’t afford, barring 
for some unforeseen acquisition reform miracle. 

So something has got to go. What would you say should go? 
Dr. BENSAHEL. I think that is exactly the right question to ask, 

and the obvious answer to us when we ran through this exercise 
is the F–35. That is the procurement program that is eating the 
entire defense budget alive—particularly the Air Force budget, but 
its costs are so high that it is crowding out everything else in the 
procurement area, as well. 

Mr. SMITH. So it is possible to consider basically eating at this 
point close to 20 years’ worth of expenditures on the F–35, and 
then simply relying on—I get my generations mixed up here—third 
or fourth generation fighter planes? 

Dr. BENSAHEL. No, we didn’t recommend canceling the program. 
F–35s are needed by the Air Force in the future. But in particular, 
the Air Force doesn’t need as many of them as it says it needs. 

The number that the Air Force originally came up with of 1,746 
F–35s was derived by doing a one-for-one replacement with the 
current fighter fleet. And so if the F–35 is supposed to have and 
it does have all these additional capabilities, it is not clear to me 
why the one-to-one number is the right force structure for the Air 
Force, for example. 

Again, because of the constraints of the exercise, on our team we 
did also cut some Navy ships. We cut cruisers, we cut a couple of 
destroyers, and we did cut an aircraft carrier, although again, a lot 
of that was budget-driven more than strategy-driven. 

And we ended up cutting a lot of force structure in the services, 
again, particularly in the Army, but because that reflected our per-
sonnel cuts. It doesn’t make any sense to try to keep the force 
structure and the headquarters if you are cutting the personnel. 

So we did cut some brigade combat teams, some force structure 
in the Marines; but again, that reflected our primary decision be-
cause of the budget caps to cut the personnel, to then shrink the 
force structure in proportion to that. 

Mr. SMITH. Okay. Thank you. 
Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. DONNELLY. I just think you need to have a larger aperture 

when you start going down this road. Just suppose, for example, 
you know, you are concerned because the F–35 is a huge program. 
What sense does it make to have—if you are going to cut the F– 
35s for the Navy, what sense does it make to have the big-deck car-
riers? 

Who wants a $5 billion, $7 billion carrier with a 30-year-old air-
plane that can’t go very far or carry very much on it? It is not like 
the F–35 is, you know, a miracle weapon for the carrier, but the 
carrier, without a better airplane on it, doesn’t make any sense. 
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So you have to take the force—likewise, why should the Marines 
buy large-deck America-class amphibs, which was designed for the 
F–35? The whole boat is designed to accommodate the F–35. 

Also, the force numbers are not necessarily capability numbers; 
they are force generation numbers. You may have to have 1,700 Air 
Force F–35s in order to generate a certain number in a certain 
number of theaters. I mean, I don’t know that that RFTA [Reserve 
Forces Training Area] couldn’t be revisited, but again, if you are 
worried about covering all the bases that we have to cover, you 
have to generate a force that is there. 

We haven’t invented a capability for any platform to be in two 
places at once. So the numbers make a certain bit of sense, and if 
you just start taking them in the abstract, you are going to end up 
doing, you know, exponential damage rather than arithmetic dam-
age. And the pieces of the force interact with one another. 

So this is what budget drills lead to that have second- and third- 
order consequences that we see reflected in the headlines every day 
but we don’t really take into account when we go through these 
sort of budget drills. 

Mr. SMITH. Thank you. 
I used up quite a bit of time here. I want to yield back. 
The CHAIRMAN. So do budgets. It is not just budget drills that 

have second-order effects; real budgets do too. 
Mr. Jones. 
Mr. JONES. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
And I want to thank the panel for all the work you have done 

to help enlighten us to make some very hard and difficult decisions 
forthcoming. 

I wanted to ask you that if we continue to go down this road of 
policing the world, and certain—there is a need with these attacks 
from ISIS and groups like that. And yet, we here in Congress are 
having to make some very difficult budget cuts not just as it relates 
to the military, but to other programs for the American citizen. 

I think that is why the—today, with your testimony, is very im-
portant, because again, we will be making these decisions in the 
next few months. 

I somewhat get perplexed with the fact that—I will use for an 
example Afghanistan. John Sopko, the Inspector General for Af-
ghan Reconstruction, has testified before subcommittees and a full 
committee—Oversight—that so much of the money we are spend-
ing in Afghanistan is a waste. It ends up in the hands of the 
Taliban to buy weapons to kill Americans, or the Taliban decides 
that a road that we built, they want to blow it up. 

I know this wasn’t part of your responsibility, but I gotta get to 
a point. If we continue to do this policing work around the world, 
and then we decide that, yes, we fought, our men have died and 
given their life and limbs, but we are going to still stay there and 
help them rebuild their country. The Bilateral Security Agreement 
with Afghanistan is 10 more years at an average of anywhere from 
$25 million to $40 million. I mean, it is just on and on and on. 

Then you testify here today that we are not going to have the 
strong military that we need because, again, money is going to be 
part of the issue. Yes, there is waste. You acknowledge that, in the 
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Air Force and the Army, I think; 20 percent, you said maybe, was 
excess. There are things we can do and should do. 

But I want to get to the point now of the question. In your anal-
ysis and your personal opinion, is there not going to be a time that 
the Congress pass a war tax to pay for what we have and what we 
need to keep this country militarily strong? Because I just don’t 
think we can continue to go down this road, quite frankly, without 
a collapse. 

So my point is why the Congress does not have a debate—and 
maybe we will have a debate—on the fact that maybe we need to 
debate a war tax, or some type of taxation to make sure that we 
are not cheating our defenses from being strong enough to protect 
this country. 

Do you believe sincerely at some point in time—and maybe this 
is a little bit off your responsibility, but I would like to know your 
personal opinion—that if we continue to go down this road, we can-
not keep doing business as we are doing it now because we are not 
paying for it? It just is ongoing and ongoing to a point that we 
won’t have any more money. 

Is it fair to say that Congress should have this kind of debate 
so we can answer some of the—have some solutions for some of the 
areas that you have shared with us today that are going to be prob-
lem areas in the days to come? 

Mr. HARRISON. I would just respond that, you know, I fully agree 
that we as a nation need to have a debate on what it is we want 
our military to be able to do. And that is where we began the exer-
cises, by each of these teams having that debate amongst them-
selves on exactly what are the right roles and missions for the mili-
tary now and into the future. 

Once we have that debate then we need to do the hard work of 
figuring out what it is we need in our military, in terms of capa-
bility, capacity, and readiness, in order to execute those roles and 
missions that have been assigned to the military. And once we 
know what resources would then be required, then as a nation we 
need to be willing to pay for it. 

And if that means additional revenues by, you know, some 
means, then so be it. But that is the debate that we should be hav-
ing. 

Mr. THOMAS. Congressman, if I could just add to Harrison’s re-
marks, I think in addition to a national debate about what we need 
our military to do, I think we also need a much greater dialogue 
with our allies and partners overseas. I think it is not just a ques-
tion of what do the American people pay, but what more can our 
allies be doing in various places. 

Mr. DONNELLY. I will be very brief, if I may. If the question is 
about how to finance military power and the conduct of war, his-
torically these are the reasons that countries have national banks 
and borrow money—not to support current entitlements, not to pay 
for current, you know, recurring domestic expenditures. 

The British national debt during the Napoleonic Wars was some-
thing like 250 percent of GDP per year. Yet, because that was a 
public good, the markets of Europe were willing to finance that and 
eventually the British retired that debt. 

We are doing precisely the opposite right now. 
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Mr. JONES. Thank you. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Appreciate the gentleman. 
I realize it is hard with five witnesses to stay within 5 minutes, 

but if members can keep their questions briefer then we might 
have a chance. 

Mr. Moulton. 
Mr. MOULTON. I have no questions at this time, Mr. Chairman. 
But thank you all very much for participating in this incredibly 

important discussion. 
The CHAIRMAN. Ms. Speier. 
Ms. SPEIER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
In reading your testimony, I wondered if you thought there was 

any fat in the defense budget. 
Mr. DONNELLY. There are things that I wouldn’t necessarily buy. 

I am not sure I would call them ‘‘fat’’; I don’t think that is really 
a useful—— 

Ms. SPEIER. What would they be? 
Mr. DONNELLY. There were things I would reinvest in, and not 

invest in at the moment. I think, for example, although the littoral 
combat ship [LCS] is a great littoral combat ship, it is not a very 
good frigate. 

So the problem is not the ship, per se. It doesn’t make it a ‘‘fat’’ 
ship, although, unfortunately, the Navy made it way—— 

Ms. SPEIER. Too heavy. 
Mr. DONNELLY. Yes. Yes, okay, so but the problem is a bad anal-

ysis of the mission and the need or a changing international envi-
ronment. There is nothing wrong with the program, per se, or the 
technologies, per se; it is just too small to be a frigate. 

So it is the wrong weapon. It is not a—you know, it is not that 
this was fat or government waste, fraud, and abuse. 

Ms. SPEIER. Thank you. 
The National Defense Panel, with members appointed by this 

very committee, concluded that, ‘‘A recapitalization of the nuclear 
triad under current budget constraints is, ‘unaffordable.’ ’’ Yet the 
President’s budget is asking us to overhaul our arsenal, costing $1 
trillion over the next 30 years—money that could be spent on doz-
ens of other national security concerns. 

Before we move forward with this overhaul, do we need to re-
evaluate our assumptions and goals of our nuclear deterrent? I 
would like to know your thoughts on how we juxtapose that with 
the budget. 

Mr. Harrison, why don’t you start? 
Mr. HARRISON. As a budget analyst, I always cringe at the term 

‘‘affordability’’ because, you know, the things that we are talking 
about here today, some of them are very expensive, no doubt, but 
affordability is a choice, right? It is a matter of whether or not we 
are willing to make the resources available. 

I think when I look at the nuclear triad my conclusion is that 
it is not yet ripe for a decision. If you look at the $1 trillion projec-
tion, it is over 30 years, you know, we will likely spend $15 trillion 
to $20 trillion on defense over that same time period. So it is a 
rather small part of our overall force and expenditures. 
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And many of the platforms included in the nuclear triad that we 
are going to need to recapitalize are dual-use, and especially many 
of the supporting capabilities, in terms of communication networks, 
tankers for the aircraft. Many of these things we would fund any-
way even if we had new nuclear weapons in our arsenal. 

I think you get to a good point, though, of do we need to rethink 
the triad? Do we need to rethink the way that we modernize it and 
the type of capabilities that we have in there? I think absolutely 
we need to be looking at it, and the time to look at it is between 
now and the end of the decade, and then we can start making some 
smart decisions. 

The one thing that concerns me most about the recapitalization 
of the nuclear triad is we have put off some of these recapitaliza-
tion efforts so that now many of these programs, the peak in fund-
ing are starting to overlap in the 2020s, in the next decade. And 
it is not just nuclear forces either; if you look at the rest of our ac-
quisition portfolio, we have a number of major programs where 
their peak levels of funding are projected to occur at about the 
same time in the 2020s. 

If you just look at the Air Force’s aircraft procurement plan, 
their long-term plans—and I don’t mean to pick on the Air Force 
here, but the F–35A will be in full-rate production; the next-gen-
eration, LRSB [Long Range Strike Bomber], will be ramping up to 
full-rate production; the KC–46A tanker aircraft will be at full-rate 
production; and they would like to buy a new trainer aircraft, 
ramping up to full-rate production. 

Ms. SPEIER. Okay. Mr. Harrison, I am going to have to cut you 
off because I am running out of time, want to get one more ques-
tion. But thank you very much. 

And thank you all for your participation. I think this is an ex-
traordinary exercise, and I would love to see us as members of this 
committee attempt to do what you have just done. It would be 
quite a challenge. 

I would like to focus one last—30 seconds on the F–35. And I am 
more concerned than anything else on the cost of maintenance. And 
we do not factor that in when we built these sophisticated weap-
onry. 

And I understand it, it is going to be about $19.9 billion a year, 
and $1 trillion over the lifetime of the program just for mainte-
nance. And maybe you could all respond to that in writing, because 
my time is expired. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank the gentlelady. 
Mr. Forbes. 
Mr. FORBES. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Not trying to flatter you, but I believe all of you are brilliant ana-

lysts. But you don’t feed your families because you think lofty 
thoughts; you feed them because you are able to communicate well. 

And by and large, we are failing. This committee is failing; any-
one related to national defense is failing in communicating the 
problem we have to our policymakers and to the public. 

The real essence, when it comes to national defense preparation, 
has nothing to do with intent, because intent can change within 24 
hours. We really look at the curve lines for strategy, capacity, and 
capability. 
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As I see it, the problem we have is the curve lines for those who 
may want to do us harm today or in the future are dramatically 
going up, and ours are dramatically going down. The primary driv-
er of that, in my estimation, is sequestration right now. 

And yet, when we talk about sequestration, everybody on this 
committee would be against it but we would all have a caveat. 
Some would say, ‘‘But I didn’t vote for it.’’ Okay. I am in that 
group. Others would say, ‘‘But we can’t deal with it unless we raise 
taxes.’’ Some would say unless we remove it from everything else, 
unless we have a BRAC. You know the drill. 

Taking all of that aside, using your best communication skills not 
with defense speak—not A2/AD defenses, or readiness, or any of 
those things that you have—what is the best message that we can 
use to communicate with other policymakers who might be sitting 
in Ways and Means [Committee] right now, or who may be individ-
uals across the country, to tell them the dangers to this country if 
these curve lines continue the way they are and we can’t change 
them? What would you say? 

Mr. THOMAS. Congressman, I guess I would start by talking 
about not just the security that we have today in this country, but 
what is the security for our kids. That is something that affects 
every Member of Congress and it affects every one of us. 

What kind of country are we leaving in the future? And as you 
point to these trend lines, there is a perception of American weak-
ness right now in the world and that perception, I think, is grow-
ing. 

And how we overcome it I think really involves two things. One 
is we have to get our fiscal house in order. 

As Tom was talking earlier, in terms of being able to tap finan-
cial markets, our ability as a nation to go into financial markets 
and get whatever the heck we need, whether it is in World War 
II or it is in the next World War III, God forbid, rests on our fiscal 
foundation. How secure are we as a potential investment? 

And so that is critical. Fiscal rectitude is the foundation for ev-
erything else. 

And so I think that we would be very open to, whether it is 
entitlement reform, revenue increases—— 

Mr. FORBES. But you are covering the solutions. Tell me what 
happens if we continue the curve lines. 

Any of you guys. 
Mr. DONNELLY. Sir, I mean, we will lose wars, our people in uni-

form will die, and we as a civilian society will have broken faith 
with the very small number of Americans who go in harm’s way 
to defend us. It is really that simple. 

You know, the chiefs talk about readiness statistics and all the 
rest of that stuff, which abstracts it to one level, but it—you know, 
that is what it comes down to. 

Mr. FORBES. Anybody else? 
Mr. CROTTY. To me, you know, the strength of American power 

is on our economic prosperity, and that prosperity is based on a 
rules-based international order that is undergirded by our involve-
ment in the global security. And I think that that is the biggest ar-
gument, to me, about why we need what we have. 

Mr. FORBES. Anybody else? 
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Dr. BENSAHEL. I would add to that that, particularly for the 
American public, we need to emphasize that the future of wars do 
not necessarily look like Afghanistan and Iraq. I think that for 
most people who don’t follow these issues closely, that is what war 
looks like and that is what the future looks like, and they don’t 
want a part of that. 

And so I think distinguishing what the future environment is 
like, future threats, and making clear that they do not always re-
quire large-scale deployments of combat forces in irregular environ-
ments is very important. I think the American public responds to 
the need for American leadership in the world. I think that reso-
nates quite well. 

And I also think—I hate to come back to this, but reforming the 
defense budget resonates. You know, my mother used to ask me, 
‘‘Why can’t the United States defend itself on $500 billion a year?’’ 

It is an excellent question. If we started the budget from zero we 
would probably allocate things very differently. 

But making a public case about how we spend that money and 
why those dollars are needed to protect U.S. interests around the 
world, to continue playing a leadership role, and to say that not 
everything looks like the wars of the past 13 years is an important 
step. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank the gentleman. 
Mr. Courtney. 
Mr. COURTNEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I want to thank the witnesses for their testimony today. 
You know, I have been sort of in and out. We are dealing with 

the education markup, and sequestration is haunting that process, 
which is, again, I think some of the more thoughtful people who 
care about our ability to advance technological capability in defense 
understand that education is also a priority that really plays into 
national defense, as well. 

And that sort of, I think, goes right back to the question of, you 
know, when sometimes sequestration is talked about it is sort of, 
like, viewed as this, you know, the Ten Commandments that we 
are all sort of trapped under. And, you know, I was around when 
the 2011 Budget Control Act was passed, and when that was incor-
porated into the Budget Control Act, number one, you know debt- 
to-GDP was closer to 10 percent—or deficit spending-to-GDP was 
closer to 10 percent; today we are under 3 percent. 

And secondly, the history—the forensics of sequestration really 
go back to the 1980s. I mean, this language was almost done ver-
batim from the Gramm-Rudman sequestration. 

And Phil Gramm, the grandfather, you know, the inventor of se-
questration, he gave a speech in 2011 where, you know, he re-
minded Congress that it was never the objective of Gramm-Rud-
man to trigger sequester; the objective of Gramm-Rudman was to 
have the threat of sequester force compromise and action. 

So in other words, I mean, the fact is we are not helpless here. 
I mean, we can turn off those cuts by an act of Congress, which 
the Budget Control Act, by the way, was, as well. 

So, you know, this is—you know, I just think it is important 
sometimes for people to remember we are not sort of trapped here, 
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that, you know, we can do this. And Mr. Thomas alluded to, you 
know, some of the ways that we need to take a global approach. 

And the good news is that, again, because the deficit has moved 
in the right direction far faster than CBO [Congressional Budget 
Office] projected in 2011 when we passed the Budget Control—I 
mean, if you said that we would have the deficit down to less than 
3 percent of GDP back in 2011 you would have been dismissed as 
a stark raving lunatic, and yet that is where we are today. So this 
is not mission impossible. 

And again, I just think that that is something that we all have 
to kind of keep sort of drumming into is this is not something that 
we have to accept. 

One quick question, again, looking at some of the priorities that, 
again, you guys still went through this process, you know, sharp-
ening your pencils. You know, I sit on Seapower and, you know, the 
Navy changes that you sort of suggested—certainly the undersea, 
you know, sort of bolstering of forces is something that some of us 
are—you know, feel pretty validated about. 

But there was also, again, the LCS program and the cruiser pro-
gram seem to be sort of a target, in terms of some of your sugges-
tions. And I was wondering if whoever wants to step up and sort 
of talk about that, you know the floor is yours. 

Mr. DONNELLY. If you don’t push the button you don’t get to talk. 
The sea services back in the 1990s made a fundamental misjudg-

ment about the nature of warfare in their domain, which we have 
been paying for. They thought they were going to be able to eter-
nally operate close to shore, so the Zumwalt cruiser was basically 
like a giant battleship. 

It had a gun that shot 100 miles, which is a pretty amazing bit 
of engineering. But, you know, if you can’t sail close enough to use 
the gun then it is a little bit of a problem. 

Likewise, the littoral combat ship, as the name indicates, was 
meant to fight in littoral waters, and it was designed to go fast 
originally. It was called the ‘‘Streetfighter’’ at one point. 

Well, so now we find that the environment in which it may be 
asked to operate is a lot more lethal. And thus, it was a funda-
mental misjudgment by the Navy about what its operational envi-
ronment was going to be that has affected a whole host of pro-
grams, and it is going to, I don’t know, take a long time for the 
Navy to recover from having made that profound mistake. 

It has been a problem for the Marine Corps, as well. And you 
could probably make similar judgments about the other services. 

Dr. BENSAHEL. I would like to just add briefly, your comment 
about education and how that affects this. One of the things we 
prioritized on our team was preserving as much of the defense 
budget as possible for research and development, and particularly 
within that basic science, things that don’t have yet a direct link 
to defense programs, because of our concerns that the funding for 
that in other parts of the Federal budget will be coming down and 
that ultimately, basic research and basic technological research is 
absolutely essential to stay on the forefront of defense capabilities 
in the future. So we prioritized that even within the defense budg-
et. 

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Rogers. 



24 

Mr. ROGERS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I want to go back to the topic that Mr. Forbes was pursuing— 

that is how we communicate this problem. Anybody on this com-
mittee knows that the spending caps that were put on defense 
through the BCA are moronic and need to be gone. 

The problem we have is many people in the Congress think it is 
working out just fine. Deficit is going down, they are not hearing 
the Defense Department squeal too much, and we are not dead. 

So we have the challenge, as members of this committee, to com-
municate not only to the public but, more importantly, to our fellow 
colleagues and our leadership the problem in a way that makes 
them want to act. You know, Mr. Courtney is right—we can fix 
this, but we have got to have consensus that it needs to be fixed. 
That is not there. 

So I would ask each of you—and, Mr. Donnelly, Mr. Forbes asked 
you to, in plain language, describe why it needs to be fixed, and 
you talked about we have broken faith, and all that was fine. That 
is not going to persuade Members to change their mind. What I 
think we have to do is offer that, but then follow it up with some 
specific examples of why this is a threat to our country’s security. 

So I would ask you to use this threshold: Assume you are talking 
to my 75-year-old mother who never finished high school, in that 
kind of language, and explain to her, who happens to be another 
Member of Congress, why this has got to be fixed and it has got 
to be fixed with this budget. 

Start with Mr. Donnelly and go down. And you have got 30 sec-
onds at most, because they are not paying attention after that. We 
are talking to them on the floor; they are wanting to get on to 
something else. 

Mr. DONNELLY. I can’t believe that a woman like that would be 
content to send American soldiers into harm’s way without pre-
paring them for victory. I would not want to give up on that idea. 
I think that is something that touches Americans who don’t serve 
very deeply. 

Mr. ROGERS. My colleagues are going to say, ‘‘Listen, the Defense 
Department is not squealing. I think it is working out just fine. 
Tell me why it is a threat.’’ 

Mr. DONNELLY. Because—— 
Mr. ROGERS [continuing]. Example. 
Mr. DONNELLY. Part of the job of this committee is to put a—is 

to make that case. 
Mr. ROGERS. That is what I am asking—— 
Mr. DONNELLY. You know, go out to a rifle range, go to a unit, 

go to a hangar and see pilots who aren’t flying. 
Mr. ROGERS. You are missing my point. I am on the floor talking 

to a colleague from Wisconsin. He is giving me 15 or 20 seconds 
of attention before he is moving on. I am asking you to help me 
have some examples I can provide. 

Mr. Thomas, you are shaking your head. You know what you are 
doing. 

Mr. THOMAS. I will try to redeem myself after Mr. Forbes’ com-
ment. 

What I would say is that, are we better off now as a nation than 
we were in July of 2011, before the—— 
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Mr. ROGERS. And he said, ‘‘Yes, well, our deficit is down.’’ 
Mr. THOMAS. Our deficit is down, but the world is going to hell 

in a handbasket. And what I would say is the reason we have to 
make—we have to fully fund defense today is because an ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure, and we either pay now or we 
are going to pay much more later as we look at a deteriorating 
global security environment. 

Mr. ROGERS. Y’all are making a wonderful case to people on this 
committee who get it. You are too abstract. Give me some examples 
of why we should scare the crap out of somebody that if we don’t 
turn this around we are going to be in trouble. 

Mr. CROTTY. So the last time we sort of ignored things and went 
down farther than most planners would have wanted us to go was 
the time we ended up back in—or we ended up in Afghanistan be-
cause we had not been paying attention and didn’t have the capac-
ity to—and will to respond. Or maybe more currently, if you are 
speaking to someone today, you know, ‘‘You see the beheadings 
from ISIS on the news. Do you want us to be able to do something 
about that?’’ 

I think that that is the fundamental question. I mean, there are 
deeper questions buried in that, but I think that is the funda-
mental question we are sort of trying to face. 

Dr. BENSAHEL. The world is a dangerous place and we are deal-
ing with more difficult threats than we have in a long time. And 
we have to be able to deal with the full range of threats, from a 
group like ISIL that beheads innocent people, to an aggressive Rus-
sia that is invading, taking over territory from other states. 

The United States has a leadership role to play in ensuring those 
things don’t happen. 

Mr. HARRISON. Sir, can I try a completely different approach? Be-
cause I don’t think the defense arguments are necessary going to 
convince a person that hasn’t already been convinced by them, be-
cause I think they have heard all of this. 

What I would say is the BCA budget caps were set without re-
gard for need. They were set to reach a predetermined deficit re-
duction target. 

The BCA was intended as a forcing function, not as a means of 
governing. So I would say, with all due respect, Congress should 
do its job and govern, and reconsider those caps, and spend what 
is necessary for defense, not an arbitrary level. 

Mr. ROGERS. Well, you know, all of you make very good cases, 
but I am just telling you, our colleagues don’t get it. They really 
think they are working and they don’t see the harm, and this is 
dangerous. 

But thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Mr. Johnson. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Thank you. 
I have listened carefully, and, Mr. Donnelly, you mentioned 

about entitlement funding and inferred that that is one of the rea-
sons why we cannot fund our defense needs. 

And so my question is this: Defense spending, particularly se-
quester, are hollowing out our defense infrastructure and will leave 
us with a hollowed-out military unable to meet the current and fu-
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ture threats to our national security. And my question to you is 
this: What is worse, a hollowed-out military and inability to re-
spond to the current challenges to our national security and those 
that will arise in the future most certainly, or is it a hollowed-out 
social safety net with millions of poor, hungry, and homeless chil-
dren, elderly, and mentally and physically ill Americans all clam-
oring and solely dependent upon private charity for their basic sus-
tenance? 

Which is worse? 
Mr. DONNELLY. Both those things are bad. The worst case of all 

is paying for my entitlements. I am not yet poor. I don’t intend to 
become poor, and—— 

Mr. JOHNSON. You do realize that there are many poor people 
out there—— 

Mr. DONNELLY. I do, but the entitlement—— 
Mr. JOHNSON. You realize that—— 
Mr. DONNELLY. But you are not talking about entitlements when 

you are talking about poverty. You are talking about the middle 
class. You are—— 

Mr. JOHNSON. You also recognize that—— 
Mr. DONNELLY. You are going to be—Social Security and other 

entitlements are going to be paying for baby boomer retirement. I 
would sacrifice some slice of that to protect the poor and to give 
people who need in this society a decent quality of life, and to pro-
tect us all as Americans. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Well—— 
Mr. DONNELLY. Take my slice. 
Mr. JOHNSON. I think most of us would agree with you. Most of 

us would have some affinity for the idea of perhaps removing caps 
on social—income subject to Social Security taxes, those kinds of 
things that would strengthen our so-called entitlements. 

But you did not answer my question, though. What is worse, a 
hollowed-out military or a hollowed-out social safety net, which af-
fects millions of poor children, elderly, sick, both mentally and 
physically—what is worse—— 

Mr. DONNELLY. That is a false choice that I won’t make. We are 
a wealthy society. We can afford to defend ourselves and we can 
afford to take care of the people who need help in our society. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Well, I think your comments were indicative of 
wanting to just totally cut and obliterate the entitlement spending. 

Mr. DONNELLY. I said we are spending too much on entitlements; 
I didn’t say that we should obliterate or eliminate the entitlement 
program. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Current levels of spending on entitlement pro-
grams is too much, and current spending on defense is too little. 

Mr. DONNELLY. In bottom-line terms, I would agree with that. 
Mr. JOHNSON. All right. I just wanted to get you on record on 

that. 
Unless any of the other members of the panel wanted to respond, 

I would have no other questions. 
I yield back, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Gentleman yields back. 
Mr. Wittman. 
Mr. WITTMAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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I would like to thank our panelists today for joining us. 
Dr. Bensahel, I would like to go to one of the comments that you 

made specifically about base capacity. Your comment in your anal-
ysis is, ‘‘It is unconscionable to require these services to continue 
to spend money on facilities they don’t need while the budget caps 
require them to cut end strength, training, readiness, which puts 
American troops at unneeded risk.’’ 

And looking at that, give me your perspective on how the anal-
ysis was done on current base capacity. What are some of the as-
sumptions there? Was it different than the analysis that was done 
in 2005? 

And one of the issues that comes up is, you know, not only are 
we looking at capitalization, but, you know, how does this square 
with the national security strategies that we have and making sure 
that there is, indeed, alignment there? 

And another one of the most important questions is there is a 
cost to these base realignment and closure. If you can’t capture 
those savings within the FYDP, then all of that is speculative 
about what impact truly realigning capacity has. 

So give me your assumptions about that analysis and about 
where we really need to be addressing this particular question. 

Dr. BENSAHEL. First of all, that is exactly right about needing to 
be able to harvest the savings within a certain period of time, the 
5-year FYDP period. And in fact, that was the one defense reform- 
type option that was available to us in this exercise was what Todd 
dubbed, and others have dubbed, the clean-kill BRAC, which is 
that all the savings as part of that would have to be generated 
within 5 years. 

I think that there are a lot of lessons to be learned from the 2005 
BRAC experience. I don’t think anybody is happy with how that oc-
curred. 

I would say that that process was much more about alignment 
than closure. There was a tremendous amount of new construction. 
The new construction costs reduced the planned savings for that by 
over 70 percent. 

So the 2005 BRAC model is not what I think that Congress 
should endorse. The previous BRAC rounds did a far, far better job 
of reducing costs and actually harvesting savings, even though 
some of it was beyond the 5-year period. That is what Congress 
should use as a model and not be scared off by the 2005 experience. 

I don’t know the details of where those numbers came from with-
in the services, but I do know that there have been efforts, for fi-
nancial reasons, to shrink footprints, to consolidate, and some of it 
also reflects force structure cuts. When you cut force structure and 
end strength you don’t need as many facilities as you have in the 
past, and I know that was one of the drivers of their cost estimates. 

Mr. WITTMAN. Looking at the national defense strategies, I think 
one of the concerns is that in haste to be able to save money we 
look at the short term. But understanding, too, just as you all have 
pointed out, that things change in the long term. 

And we know in the United States, as it is configured today, if 
you get rid of base structure you will never get it back in that con-
figuration. And if you do need to regenerate that it will be much, 
much more expensive, and it will be sometimes impossible to re-



28 

generate it because people don’t want those things in their back-
yard anymore once they disappear. 

So the balance is how do we save money in an effective way to 
meet today’s needs, but how do we make sure that we don’t rid our-
selves of capacity that may be needed in the future? 

And a great example is let’s say theoretically you want to close 
an Air Force base, but we are planning to put in place a new long- 
range strategic bomber. And all of a sudden later down the road, 
as these aircrafts start to come online in 2020 and beyond, you look 
at it and you go, ‘‘Wow, you know, we closed this base, but that 
is really a place where we need to be placing these long-range stra-
tegic bombers, for a variety of reasons: we don’t want them flying 
over neighborhoods, the sound, all those kinds of things.’’ 

So my concern is aligning strategically long-term needs with 
where we are trying to go in the short term. So just give me your 
perspective on how to—how those elements balanced in this deci-
sionmaking. 

Dr. BENSAHEL. I would just say that I believe the chiefs of staffs 
of all of the services are well aware of that. They do think long- 
term. They are not concerned—when they make recommendations 
like that and estimates of that kind of capacity they are not talking 
about what they need for today or even tomorrow; they are think-
ing much longer term. 

And, you know, if those are the conclusions that they have 
reached, that they have asked Congress for—they are asking Con-
gress to close 20 percent of their capacity—that will already have 
figured into their calculations, particularly because they are also, 
you know, involved—the Secretary of the Air Force, the Chief of 
staff of the Air Force are thinking about the long-range bomber, for 
example, when they make those decisions. 

Mr. WITTMAN. Sure. I think that is why the questions about the 
assumptions that they make about needed capacity and whether 
that aligns with the strategies is such a critical question. I think 
those questions need to be asked if we are to make the proper deci-
sions. 

I don’t know if any of the other panelists have a view on that 
and how we need to keep those things in mind. 

Mr. THOMAS. Congressman, one thing I might add is we certainly 
have to be concerned about regret factors for closing domestic 
bases, but I think that danger is greatly compounded when it 
comes to thinking about our overseas bases. And there I think the 
regret factors could be far greater. 

Mr. WITTMAN. Yes. Very good. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I yield back. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Mr. Veasey. 
Mr. VEASEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I had a question, you know, just about—particularly because the 

American public obviously has a lot of concerns about costs in gen-
eral and defense budgets and what have you. But help me under-
stand like how do you—with all the aggression that we see popping 
up in different parts of the world, particularly in the Middle East, 
but also in the Ukraine and other places, paying for all of the 
needs to address all of those different issues and be prepared? Be-
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cause I think that a big part of preparedness is that even if we 
never have to use force, like let’s say like in the Ukraine, for in-
stance, we obviously want to have the appearance or the perception 
that we are prepared to deal with it if need be. 

And so how do you deal with all of these—with having to keep 
up that perception and that capability at the same time and deal-
ing with the money that is needed to do that, in particular when 
we start talking about personnel costs, which is a big part of the 
budget? 

Mr. THOMAS. Congressman, one thing I would offer is that, as I 
mentioned in my testimony, we have to think about new ways of 
deterring conflict abroad. And in the past we have maintained very 
large, sizeable forces in an expeditionary fashion that we can dis-
patch overseas to come to the aid of an ally very reactively after 
something has occurred. 

And we have an opportunity, I think, to make a shift. We can 
put greater emphasis on preventive capabilities and the ability to 
deny adversaries the ability to commit acts of aggression or coer-
cion in the first instance. 

But we also can place greater emphasis on global surveillance 
and strike capabilities that can cover down on multiple areas of the 
world simultaneously and hold out the potential for very dev-
astating reprisals, should aggression or coercion be conducted. 

Dr. BENSAHEL. I would add to that that the United States has 
a tremendous deterrence capability today, especially if you are 
talking about things like Russian aggression in Ukraine. The U.S. 
Army, in both the Active Component and Reserve Component, has 
a tremendous number of tanks, for example. 

The question about whether they are forward-based and whether 
they are, you know, reassuring to our allies is an important one, 
but that is not a question of the equipment. The equipment is 
there; the people are there. It’s a, you know, a basing issue and a 
force posture issue. 

The types of current threats that we are facing don’t require 
large-scale conventional forces in order to address. They are more 
likely to be addressed by special operations forces, light footprint 
types of approaches that cost much less money in terms of equip-
ment; they are expensive on the personnel side. 

But at least in the current threat environment, that is not a 
tradeoff that you have to make within the defense budget. Now, as 
I said, our principles when we went through this exercise were not 
convinced that that is the same logic over the long term, so our 
long-term investments shifted a bit in order to ensure that the 
United States maintains a credible deterrent force across all of its 
military services. 

But the capabilities to deal with the threats that we are facing 
today, in our view, largely do reside within the services. 

Mr. DONNELLY. If I may, I would say we have a problem more 
with dissuasion than deterrence. We have an incredible ability to 
punish anybody that we wish to punish, whether we are based for-
ward or based in the continental United States. I mean, that de-
structive power of the American military is, you know, literally 
awesome. 
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The problem is to dissuade the Russians or whoever from cross-
ing the line in the first place, and that is very much a matter of 
where we are and in what kinds of numbers. This is the problem, 
you know, both in Europe and in East Asia. 

But it—the problem in the Middle East goes even beyond that, 
I would say. I have always been attracted to Jim’s idea that we 
have been issuing eviction notices in the Middle East rather regu-
larly over the past 20 years. 

What is our strategy for ISIS if not to evict them from their cur-
rent statelet, or whatever you want to call it. Anything less than 
that would be a strategic failure of huge magnitude. 

So, you know, if our real goal is to not simply deter but to dis-
suade a whole host of bad guys from even thinking about it, they 
have to think not only of the severity of the punishment but of the 
certainty of the punishment and our ability to roll back, as it were, 
if they do cross various red lines. 

And that is where I think the immediate problem is. Nobody 
doubts the United States’ ability to exact—or to wreak havoc on 
our adversaries. What they question is our sort of willingness to do 
so, and our willingness to do so in a way that will be tolerable to 
our allies. 

Mr. VEASEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Mr. Nugent. 
Mr. NUGENT. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
And thank you for being here today, to the panel. 
You know, I agree with some of what you say and I disagree with 

some of what you say, which is a good thing, right? You know, we 
had a retreat yesterday, which was the first for this committee, 
ever, and we heard from some, you know, pretty insightful folks. 
Some was, you know, classified and some was unclassified. 

But at the end of the day, I think most of us walked away say-
ing, you know, we have—the multiple threats are so different, and 
we have state actors and we have resurgence of some state actors— 
Russia in one and China now emerging. 

And our response obviously is worldwide while theirs is more re-
gionally allocated, so they can have, you know, less money spent, 
but we have to spend a whole lot more to reach out and do the 
things we need to do, plus the counterterrorism issues that we 
have through non-state actors that are proxies for some states. So 
we have a whole host of issues to deal with. 

But your review—and, Mr. Crotty, I think you—Crotty—you 
touched on an area as it related to the National Guard and Reserve 
Component. I think you were the only one that actually increased 
National Guard and Reserve, and I was just trying to figure out 
why did you do that and what was your basis behind that? 

Mr. CROTTY. Sure. I think that when you start talking about get-
ting down to these big budget cuts, one of the first things that you 
need to think about is the roles and missions question. What 
should everybody be doing? 

And I think that as we talk about the changing and diverse na-
ture of threats, and some of us have talked about the move away 
from how important conventional response is—perhaps the Guard 
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and Reserve can start to be a place where we start to develop these 
other capabilities. 

Maybe these are not people who are going to be out there in the 
front line in tanks, but they may be—maybe the cyber mission 
needs to move out of the Active Component and into Guard and Re-
serve because that is how we can better access people that, you 
know, don’t—they want to serve their country; they don’t nec-
essarily want to be in uniform on the front lines, but they have 
skills that they can bring. And I think that that is something that 
we—if you are going to have to start thinking about big cuts you 
have to start thinking about big moves, so that was one area. 

I think another area where we were thinking about the Guard 
and Reserve is as a better rotation base for doing some of the en-
gagement overseas or, you know, sort of short-term things, being 
involved in exercises and building relationships and having some 
of those language and cultural skills that might be harder to keep 
in the Active services. 

And finally, one of the things that we did was we brought down 
the size of the Army significantly, and while conventional threats 
are less than they have been at times—or our conventional re-
sponses are maybe not as effective as they have been in the past, 
the ability to mobilize a large ground force is an important capa-
bility to maintain. And so while you lose some time and capability 
by moving it from Active to Reserve, it is still important to be able 
to do that if you have to. 

And so making sure that the Guard and Reserve are sized and 
also organized to work better with the Active—— 

Mr. NUGENT. And the Guard and Reserve—— 
Mr. CROTTY. Yes. 
Mr. NUGENT [continuing]. They do it at a reduced cost. 
Mr. CROTTY. Yes. Yes. I mean, part of the reason we moved out 

of Active into the Reserve is it was cheaper. 
Mr. NUGENT. But they have been utilized to a greater extent 

than ever, you know, the last 10, 13 years. They were never really, 
I don’t think, envisioned to be that—you know, that operational, 
but they are today. And I think we have relied upon them to a 
greater extent. 

Here is what I worry about, and, you know, we focus on what 
is in front of us. Right now the shiny object is ISIS. But, you know, 
it is much greater than that, you know, across the globe. You know, 
when you start trying to identify what the threat is and it is, you 
know, it is radical Islam, it is those types of things that are not 
just in, you know, in Syria and in Iraq, but they are in, you know, 
Africa. 

They are all over the world, and so we are focused on that, but 
at the same time, we have state actors that are increasing their ca-
pabilities to an extent that we have never seen before. You know, 
China has never been a real threat to us, and I don’t think they 
are necessarily a threat to the homeland, but they are a threat to 
our way of life, particularly in regards to what is going on, you 
know, in the Pacific, and what they can do and what their mod-
ernization is designed to do. 

And we have to be able to project force to that because I think 
one of the things that was mentioned, you know, that ounce of pre-



32 

vention is worth a pound of cure. And I just want to leave it at 
that. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Mr. Cooper. 
Mr. COOPER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for an excellent hearing. 

I wish all of our colleagues were able to attend. 
I also want to thank CSBA, because it sounds like that budget 

exercise you went through was extraordinarily useful not only for 
the expert panelists, but it made me wonder, Mr. Chairman, if we 
should get all the members of this committee to go through that 
exercise, because life is about tradeoffs; legislation is about trade-
offs. 

And I thought Mr. Donnelly was particularly useful in his exer-
cise in a traditional U.S. defense posture costing us $780 billion. 
Like, is anybody on the Hill talking about numbers of that size? 

You know, and that is very useful because your benchmark is 
kind of like traditional HASC [House Armed Services Committee] 
speech material. So I would suggest that no member continue mak-
ing that speech unless he or she is willing to find $780 billion so 
we are more than a paper tiger here. 

Mr. Donnelly. 
Mr. DONNELLY. I just want to clarify what the—that is the dif-

ference between what we thought would begin to be adequate and 
what the 10-year baseline is. So it is about a—almost a 20 percent 
increase, you know, so it is $800 billion out of $2 trillion, some-
thing like that. 

Mr. COOPER. Yes. So it is 4 percent of GDP, which is a reason-
able figure to spend on defense, but yet we, even on HASC, who 
are more familiar with these issues, are nowhere near in the re-
ality ballpark to get this done. 

Now, we perhaps don’t need the traditional defense posture. The 
other panelists provide a useful service by getting even more real-
istic. 

But just in that ballpark, when Mr. Harrison said, well, for cer-
tain personnel measures, reforms that we probably won’t have the 
courage to do on this committee, that would save us $33 billion 
over 5 years. 

Well guess what? This week this House of Representatives, in 
legislation so minor it won’t even be reported in the newspaper, we 
will increase the deficit by $77 billion just by routine stuff that we 
will do this week. 

Seventy-seven billion dollars. Now that is a 10-year figure, as op-
posed to Mr. Harrison’s 5-year figure, but these are approximate 
numbers. Just this week we will blow through savings like that 
that this committee will not have the courage to come up with. 

So I thought the single most powerful word in the testimony was 
Ms. Bensahel’s word ‘‘unconscionable.’’ That is a strong word. 

And what was she referring to? The fact that this committee will 
not even allow the Pentagon to consider a BRAC reduction when 
the Army and the Air Force testified there is 20 percent surplus 
capacity. That is outrageous. 
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When our own military is begging them to—begging us to get the 
flexibility to do the right thing and we refuse to give it to them. 
We look incompetent. We look selfish. We look weak. 

And America should not look like that. So this is this committee’s 
chance, under new leadership, to come forward with a realistic and 
funded defense strategy. 

On another note, Mr. Thomas, I wanted to ask—you mentioned 
a new strategy regarding sea mines and things like that. I would 
like to understand more about that. Aren’t mining the seas consid-
ered an act of war? But that’s a useful way to do A2/area denial? 

Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Congressman. 
What we have seen our adversaries doing over the last decade 

or more has been developing capabilities that can impede our abil-
ity to project power. Sea mines, as they sound offensive, are actu-
ally extremely useful defensive weapons. 

So you could imagine in places like the East China Sea, the abil-
ity for the United States and its local allies to be able to implant 
mines in their own territorial waters that could impede intruding 
submarines and other forces could be valuable for helping to better 
defend their maritime areas of control. 

Mr. COOPER. You have written about this, and so just go to your 
think tank and CSBA and get the materials on this? 

Mr. THOMAS. Yes, sir. We would be happy to send you something. 
Mr. COOPER. That would be great. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Again, an excellent hearing. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Mr. Harrison, you are as knowledgeable an expert on defense 

budget as I know of in town following it closely. Are you aware of 
any study or basis for this figure that some folks from the Pen-
tagon throw around that we have 20 percent extra infrastructure? 

Mr. HARRISON. My understanding of that figure is, well, first of 
all, I believe DOD is prohibited from doing a detailed analysis of 
this issue, so they aren’t able to produce new analysis to substan-
tiate the number. The figure is an estimate that is derived from the 
detailed analysis they did of the inventory of facilities in the 
United States prior to the last round of base closures, and then 
subtracting the amount of infrastructure that was reduced during 
the fifth round of base closures. You end up with somewhere in the 
neighborhood of 20 percent excess capacity. 

The CHAIRMAN. As I understand what you are saying, sometime 
before 2005 they believe they had—and I don’t know if these num-
bers are exactly right—23 percent extra infrastructure. The 2005 
BRAC round reduced 3 percent, so they are saying, okay, we still 
have 20 percent extra. 

Mr. HARRISON. That is my understanding, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. That is where that number is basis—— 
Mr. HARRISON. Yes, sir. 
The CHAIRMAN. Okay. Thank you. 
Mr. MacArthur. 
Mr. MACARTHUR. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I have lived through budgets for about 30 years in a very dif-

ferent context—in a business context—and I am still trying to de-
cide and discern to what degree that helps me and to what degree 
that hurts me in trying to assess our role and how we make 
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progress in this. And I have presented budgets where I argued for 
my priorities; I have sat on boards of directors where I evaluated 
those and made cuts. 

It seems to me that our role is probably more like the board. I 
don’t see us cutting individual programs, getting into the weeds. I 
think we lose something there. 

So I have been focused on the broader sense, and I would be in-
terested when I am done in whether you think that is the right ap-
proach for us. 

It also seems to me the difficulty for us in assessing what level 
of military investment is adequate, there are a couple things I have 
jotted down here. One, the scope of the DOD is vast and arcane. 
It is so complex that only initiates like the DOD, perhaps you, and 
others really get it. 

It is difficult to compare dollar levels to your mother. What is the 
difference between $500 billion and $550 billion? You know, what 
is the difference, really? It is hard for us to assess that. 

There is a myriad of different opinions is a third problem about 
the risks, the priorities, the relative effectiveness of options. 

And then there is a whole set of—a fourth issue is differences in 
values. I heard a question earlier about, you know, is this more im-
portant than social programs. And you can argue whether that is 
a false choice, but it is a choice that is in many people’s minds. 

So I have tried to stay focused on a little bit of a broader ap-
proach to this, and that is, what is military spending over time as 
a percentage of GDP in peacetime, in wartime, and where are we? 
Are we in wartime, peacetime as you look—you know, it is not a 
World War II environment, but we are certainly a nation at war. 

And I would like you to talk about it, but I would actually like 
it if one of you could send analysis, if you have it, I assume you 
do—what have we spent throughout the course of modern history 
in military spending as a percentage of GDP? And then what level 
of DOD spending is implied by the current BCA as a percentage 
of GDP? 

So I would be happy to have you grasp any of those points that 
I just mentioned and comment on them. 

Mr. HARRISON. If you don’t mind, if I can go first? I have a re-
port, I will send it to you, that tracks it, at least since the end of 
World War II, of defense spending as a percent of GDP. I do not 
remember the exact numbers off the top of my head, but I believe 
the peacetime average, if you cut out the periods of the Korean 
War and Vietnam War, et cetera, that we have typically averaged 
around 6 percent of GDP. 

But also, if you look at the trend in the graph, it has been stead-
ily declining, and that is over decades. 

I caution people against using percent of GDP as a good metric 
for defense spending. I think what that leads us to is setting things 
like an arbitrary floor for defense spending. 

People floated things like 4 percent of GDP, ‘‘Four Percent for 
Freedom.’’ It is great alliteration. I don’t know that it is good strat-
egy, though. 

I still fundamentally believe—the reason I am against the BCA 
budget caps is the same reason I am against setting a percent of 
GDP for defense, is because I think our spending level should be 
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driven by our security needs and not set at some arbitrary level, 
regardless of where that ends up. Let’s have the debate about what 
we need to spend and then let’s fully fund that. 

Mr. MACARTHUR. If we could get some agreement around that I 
would agree with you. But I am not sure we can, and so in the in-
terest of persuading colleagues who are part of this decision, it 
seems to me there needs to be something else, some handle for peo-
ple to grab hold of and say, ‘‘Okay, we do have deficit issues, but 
if we spent 6 percent traditionally then maybe I can live with, you 
know, 3.5 percent today.’’ That is why I gravitate a little bit to 
that. 

Mr. HARRISON. I have failed to answer the last part of your ques-
tion. We are on track now to fall below 3 percent of GDP on de-
fense spending. That is where we are headed at this moment. 

Mr. DONNELLY. I will try to put this in 15 seconds. Since the end 
of World War II we have guaranteed a remarkably historically se-
cure and stable international environment. It has been the frame-
work for our prosperity, been the framework for the expansion of 
human liberty across the planet, and for a really—if you are talk-
ing about great power stability, unprecedented in history. 

The cost of that has declined as we have become richer and the 
system has become more entrenched, which is reflected in that 
downward GDP slice. GDP is nothing more than a measure of the 
opportunity cost. Can we afford to sustain what we have built? 

And at 5 percent, a nickel on the dollar, it seems like a pretty 
good value and a cost that we could sustain, you know, indefinitely. 

Mr. MACARTHUR. Thank you. 
I yield back. 
The CHAIRMAN. Mrs. Davis. 
Mrs. DAVIS. I will try, Mr. Chairman, really quickly. I have been 

called back to another meeting. 
Thank you so much. Your presentations were good. I read most 

of those before and have heard the questions. 
Mr. Harrison, if I could turn to you, because I know you have 

been very involved in personnel issues, and I believe the chairman 
asked about that earlier and, you know, the cost factors involved. 

We have 1 percent of our population that engage in the military, 
and so part of the pushback as we move forward and try and deal 
with these issues is that very fact of people feeling like, you know, 
we are looking at the budget but, you know, we are going to this 
area—and I greatly appreciate the commission, but I am just—you 
know, we were talking about how do we sell some of this. 

And what would you say, I guess, to that 1 percent? And what 
is it that we should be coupling particularly with those changes, 
that modernization, that we demonstrate that we are actually, you 
know, being very true to the young men and women and the fami-
lies who serve this country? 

Mr. HARRISON. I would say that when it comes to the defense 
budget, it’s about balance. And when it comes to keeping faith with 
the troops, it is not just about pay and benefits; it is about ensur-
ing that the force that we have and the funding we provide pro-
vides an adequate number of people, it provides the best equipment 
in the world that is properly maintained, and the best training in 
the world. 
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And we are breaking faith with the troops when we shortchange 
any of those things. So it is about keeping the right level of bal-
ance. 

And for me, when I look at the compensation reform issue, I 
served in uniform in the past and, you know, I can tell you—and 
anyone who serves I think would agree—that it is not the only rea-
son people join the military or choose to make a career of the mili-
tary. It is not just about compensation; it’s about serving one’s 
country. So let’s not forget that. 

But also, what is important to me is thinking about the future. 
I am not in the military anymore, but what if one day my two little 
daughters—this is still a long way off—what if one of them wants 
to join the military. What will I care about as a parent at that 
point? 

I will tell you, I will not care one bit about their retirement plan. 
I will care about making sure they have got the best training, the 
best equipment in the world, and they have got enough people 
going into battle with them that they will be protected and they 
will be able to come back home to me. That is what I care about. 

And so I think when we are looking at, you know, what we can 
do in the future, yes, we absolutely have to keep faith with the 
troops. And we absolutely need to maintain an All-Volunteer Force 
with a compensation system that can recruit and retain the best 
and the brightest, but it is about balance, so I think we have got 
to look beyond just trying to maintain the status quo. 

Mrs. DAVIS. Just too, I think a few of the other issues that you 
raised—one is focusing on cyber, and that is understandable. I 
know that in the last budget we actually did improve those budgets 
considerably, and on some levels they—technological piece and the 
intel piece is really dependent on the best minds, you know, so it 
is personnel, it is human capital that in many ways is required 
here. 

Why did everybody want to raise those cyber budgets signifi-
cantly and what should we know about that? Is it in competition, 
necessarily, with adversaries and the idea that, you know, we are— 
we can’t stand still while they are, you know, racing ahead, or is 
it something else? 

Dr. BENSAHEL. I think there is a tremendous amount of concern 
about proliferating cyber capabilities, particularly in the hands of 
some U.S. potential state adversaries and their capabilities. So I do 
think that there is a reason to be investing in that. 

I would caution, though—and I don’t think the American people 
are aware of this—that most of the money that DOD spends on 
cyber goes to protecting and dealing with DOD networks and deal-
ing with offensive capabilities against state adversaries. They don’t 
go about protecting, you know, the networks that we depend on for 
our, you know, banking, for, you know, the fact that we all have 
iPhones in our pockets, you know, the basic networks that under-
gird our society. 

I think there is an important role here for Reserve forces to play 
not just because they offer the chance to bring in people who 
wouldn’t necessarily serve otherwise, but because you want the 
people who work at Apple, and Microsoft, at whatever, you know, 
startup tech company, you want the military to be able to address 
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their skills. And particularly if—to be able to utilize their skills. 
And particularly if you are talking about the Army and the Air 
Force, you want them in the National Guard so that they can also 
deal with state preparedness for cyber emergencies and events that 
may occur, as well. 

Mrs. DAVIS. If I may say, because I think you were pointing out 
the fact that those Reserve forces and civilian have increased great-
ly, but that is part of the argument, that being specific about the 
talents that people bring in that area, we actually—maybe we 
should be increasing that a lot more. 

Dr. BENSAHEL. I think it is important to bring in people who al-
ready have those skills. It is much harder to grow someone within 
the military force structure to do that than to bring in people with 
the outside expertise. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Mr. Brooks. 
Mr. BROOKS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The Budget Control Act passed in 2011. It held the sequestration 

provisions in it that have done such damage to national defense. 
For emphasis, I am one of those that heeded the warnings and 
voted against the Budget Control Act. 

We were advised—the House Armed Services Committee in 
2011—that if sequestration played out through the full 10-year pe-
riod, after everything was said and done our military would have 
the smallest number of men and women in uniform since before 
World War II, Great Depression era numbers; the smallest number 
of operational naval vessels since roughly World War I; and the 
smallest number of operational aircraft in the history of the United 
States Air Force. That’s 31⁄2 years ago. 

Today, do you have a judgment as to whether those projections 
are holding up, or they were exaggerations, or underestimates? 

Mr. CROTTY. My first reaction is, actually, I think we are getting 
there even faster than some would have guessed at that time. You 
know, we already had a Navy and an Air Force that were shrink-
ing as budgets were growing. 

I believe the Air Force is now trying to rebound from hitting 
their lowest point since their creation after World War II this year. 
The Navy force structure that we have projected even in the Presi-
dent’s budget level, not even the BCA level, is bringing us far 
below where we have traditionally been as a Navy. 

And it is both the size and efficacy of those forces. We have 
shrunk them, but they also have the oldest equipment that they 
have had, especially in the Air Force, as sort of an average age of 
inventory, and they are getting less time to fly, steam, drive, and 
train and exercise. 

So I think we have already seen a lot of those impacts probably 
faster than we would have expected. 

Mr. HARRISON. And I could add one thing. Fully agree, we are 
rapidly shrinking the force, I think faster than many of us even ex-
pected. I think even when we were running this exercise I think 
we thought that our cuts might have been too rapid, and yet it 
seems to be the track that we are on. 

A caution I would offer is while, you know, for many types of 
threats and many types of contingencies the size and the capacity 
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of the force matters and the number of platforms matters, in other 
contingencies, other situations, it is the capabilities that those plat-
forms have that actually may be more important. So while we do 
see that our ship count in the Navy, just if you take an example, 
is far below where it was in the 1980s, it is a different mix of ships 
with different capabilities. 

The same is true of the Air Force. Much smaller number of plat-
forms, but I would argue that the platforms are a lot more capable. 

So it is a very complicated question when you are looking at the 
size and capacity of the force. You have to also take into account, 
what are the capabilities of that force? What can it actually do? 

And that—I think that is a key role of this committee is pro-
viding oversight to make sure that we have got the right set and 
the right mix of capabilities and capacity in the future. 

Mr. BROOKS. Is it fair to say at the same time that our potential 
geopolitical foes’ platforms or weapons systems are also being up-
graded? 

Mr. DONNELLY. Or just changed. 
The other thing that I would say about our forces is they are 

really remarkably less ready. So it is not just a question of how ca-
pable they are, how many of them there are, but how many of them 
are prepared to go into harm’s way on short notice. 

The chiefs recently testified that, because of the little squirt of 
money they got in the Ryan-Murray deal, the Air Force got up to 
50 percent of its combat fleet being ready. The Chief of Staff of the 
Army reported a third of its brigade combat teams were ready. 
That was the high watermark of recent years. 

So if you ask, ‘‘How many units can we send to respond to a cri-
sis who have all their gear, well-trained, all their people, and are 
ready to go,’’ that is a small slice of a shrinking pie, an aging, you 
know, pie with aging equipment, et cetera, et cetera. So if you are 
looking at outputs rather than inputs, I think that is the sort of 
metrics that really frighten me much more either than capacity or 
capability. 

Mr. THOMAS. China has had double-digit increases in its defense 
spending for 24 of the last 25 years. That is a situation that we 
can’t imagine, sitting in this room, for ourselves. And over time, 
those—just looking at those trajectories, this just presents a far 
greater problem for us as we look out a decade or more. 

Mr. BROOKS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank you. 
Ms. Stefanik. 
Ms. STEFANIK. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
And thank you, to all the witnesses, for the excellent testimony 

today. 
My question—and I hope in this question I bring generational 

perspective—I was a senior in high school when 9/11 happened, 
and in our world today, at no point in my lifetime did we have 
more hotspots and chaos than we do when we open the news-
papers. I find that much of our discussion in Congress, unfortu-
nately, focuses on the impact of the sequester with a snapshot of 
the present time. 

My challenge to you is, what is the snapshot of the future for my 
generation that is going to inherit the negative implications of the 
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sequester if we do not change the trajectory? I would like to hear 
what that snapshot is 10, 20 years in the future, how it affects the 
free flow of goods and services around the world, the tough choices 
our military is going to have to make, and whether we will be able 
to support our allies. 

Mr. CROTTY. I will just take a quick comment to that. You know, 
I think that the worst case scenario is a continuation of actually 
some of what we have seen this year, which is the freedom of re-
gional actors to start to take things into their own hands without 
fear of repercussion, which I think is sort of the harbinger of a 
breakdown of sort of the international order. 

When we reach a point where, you know, we see all of these hot-
spots, the concept of regional actors being able to physically take 
territory—I mean, the last time there was an annexation of land 
was Kuwait, and before that it was back in the 1960s. I mean, this 
is sort of relatively unprecedented in the current time. 

And so if that is what the worst case scenario looks like, I think 
the hotspots only sort of exponentially grow. 

Mr. THOMAS. Really since World War II we have taken for grant-
ed the international set of rules that everyone plays by, which are 
really underpinned by American defense capabilities. And as we 
look out over the next couple decades, I think it is likely that we 
are not only going to have challenges to that global set of rules, but 
in fact, there are a number of revisionist states, whether it is Rus-
sia and Europe in the Caucasus or Iran in the Middle East, par-
ticularly if it acquires a nuclear weapon, or China in East Asia, 
that are going to impose new rule sets, at least regionally, and over 
time globally. 

Mr. DONNELLY. Suppose a couple years from now you are voting 
on an authorization of force requested by the President in whatever 
scenario you can imagine, and you thought as a member of the 
committee that you were going to send people into harm’s way who 
might not win, and that more of them would die than you felt com-
fortable with. That is not something that anybody since 9/11 or 
since the end of the Cold War has had to take into account. When 
we have gone to war we have gone to war with the expectation of 
victory and at a particularly low cost. 

So as you look forward to your long and no doubt distinguished 
career, that is the kind of proposition that you may have to wrap 
your head around. 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Donnelly, I want to follow up on that. 
My second question, I have the distinct honor of representing 

Fort Drum, which is home of the historic 10th Mountain Division, 
the most deployed unit in the U.S. Army since 9/11. And my basic 
question—and I want you all on record—as we focus on the nega-
tive consequences of these devastating defense cuts, are our sol-
diers’ lives at risk today and tomorrow? 

Mr. DONNELLY. Yes. I mean, and again, more so. War is a dan-
gerous business. All kinds of—you know, training is a dangerous 
business. 

You know, we ask people in uniform to take these kinds of risks, 
but we also think that our responsibility is to send them out there 
with the prospect of victory, and a prospect of coming home in one 
piece and living a decent life when they are not deployed. 
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Mr. THOMAS. Yes. I mean, a force that is not adequately trained 
and adequately equipped is going to be at far greater risk, and this 
is a real danger with the Budget Control Act and the imposition 
of the caps. 

Mr. CROTTY. Yes. And I would add that we have talked a lot 
about the impact of sequester-level budgets, which is, as distinct 
from sequestration, the mechanism itself—you know, we talk about 
how bad sequester-level, BCA-level budgets are. I actually think 
the impact of sequester, particularly on those readiness questions 
and training, is even worse. So I would just highlight that in the 
future as we see where this budget goes this year. 

Dr. BENSAHEL. Yes. The cuts to readiness undoubtedly increase 
the risks that our military personnel will face. 

Mr. HARRISON. The one thing I would just add is not only is it 
the amount of budget reductions that play—increases this risk. 
That would only be compounded by a failure to make strategic 
choices, because I think the way we spend our defense dollars is 
just as important as how many dollars we have to spend. 

Ms. STEFANIK. Absolutely. And as we seek to educate our col-
leagues of the importance of replacing this sequester and not gut-
ting our Nation’s military, it is more than dollar signs. This is 
about our soldiers’ lives at risk and brave young men and women 
who serve in our military. 

I yield back. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thank the gentlelady. 
Mr. Knight. 
Mr. KNIGHT. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 
And I would like to say that I appreciate these briefings. They 

are very helpful, especially to the freshmen that are learning quite 
a bit, and we are getting into this process. Maybe we have come 
from somewhere where we have got a little bit of knowledge about 
this, but the whole budget process is quite a bit. 

I want to talk about two things real quickly. One is in a time 
where we are deploying one-to-one in many of our cases—I know 
the Marines as a whole are about one-to-five-to-one right now. It 
is very difficult, and it is very difficult to maintain a force. 

Some of the force wants to be deployed, but when you start get-
ting into one-to-one or 1.5-to-one, you start diminishing your force 
and diminishing what—well, what they are capable of, quite hon-
estly. 

How much should we worry about that? How much should we 
worry about many of these divisions going out at such a high rate? 

And then secondly—and you can take these as a bunch; this is 
a totally different subject, but let me talk about the F–35 program. 
The F–16 has been out IOCs [initial operational capability] for 
about 36 years; the F–15 for about 43 years. We are going to have 
those two aircraft, those two fourth-generation fighters, for prob-
ably another 20 to 25 years in some capacity in the U.S. Air Force. 

At what point to we say the F–35 program is a leap ahead in 
technology that we just can’t skip? You can’t take two bites of the 
apple, in other words. You have to do that technology jump right 
now. 

In other words, if you don’t do it in 10 or 15 years, if you try and 
take the next step it is going to be hugely costly and we won’t be 
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able to afford it at that point, so the Joint Strike Fighter [JSF] 
makes sense. And maybe we can run down the road on that. 

Mr. HARRISON. I would just start by saying in this exercise, no 
one actually cancelled the JSF program. Three of the four teams 
did reduce the quantity that we are buying, but I will let them ex-
plain their rationales. 

Dr. BENSAHEL. On both your questions, first, the rotation de-
mand, the one-to-one and one-to-two and one-to-three that we have 
seen should no longer be the rotation requirements of the future 
now that we are not sourcing two large-scale ground wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, so those numbers are naturally going to come 
down. So the way that we have looked at rotation policies in the 
past, the way even that the services have thought about staffing 
themselves and modeling what units are ready to go is all going 
to be changing because we will no longer have that kind of rotation 
demand on our largest forces. 

The caveat to that is special operations forces and other special-
ized capabilities will continue to deploy at those rapid rates be-
cause that is where the demand is, and so there does need to be 
some caution there. But those larger problems I think will natu-
rally reduce themselves because of—we are going to be having 
fewer people deployed overseas. 

Second, on the F–35, exactly as was just said, I think the ques-
tion is not whether we should have the F–35, but how many. I 
would make an argument that the leap ahead is not to the F–35. 
The F–35 is important, but it is a linear continuation of the succes-
sion of fighters that we have had. 

The real leap-ahead technology is into unmanned, and there are 
very, very good reasons that the Air Force in particular should be 
exploring that. And I would argue for not investing additional 
funds in the F–35 as the leap ahead, but taking any harvested sav-
ings and investing that in the future of unmanned technology, 
which will be a truly bad capability. 

Mr. CROTTY. On the first question, I would say that one of the 
things we do have to keep in mind is that while we are coming, 
you know, sort of having a changing of our structure of rotating, 
I think that there is also greater demand on forward deployment 
worldwide, and that is something we will have to keep in mind and 
keep an eye on, especially with any changes to capacity. I think 
that is one of the big issues. You know, we need to be places to 
reassure, to have presence, to engage with allies, which I think is 
critical today. 

As far as the F–35, I think one of the undersold advantages that 
it provides is as the sort of network node that actually makes 
everything around it better. And then, in fact, that is sort of the 
multiplication, to me, that it brings to the table is actually taking 
the fighters that we are going to have for another 20 years, and 
when you start working them together it actually vastly increases 
their capability, their survivability. And I think that is something 
that we can’t sort of wait on. 

Mr. THOMAS. To your first question, undoubtedly if we are going 
to have a smaller force we have to change what we are doing. We 
can’t have unsustainable OPTEMPO [operations tempo], PERS-
TEMPO [personnel tempo], where you have one-to-one rotations. 
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But that is going to drive you in one of two directions. Either you 
are just not going to be overseas because you are just not—you 
don’t have the rotation base if you continue business as usual. 

The other alternative as a smaller force means we are going to 
have to be more forward stationed, and I think that probably is the 
right answer. And it is the right answer not only because we are 
a smaller force, but it is the right answer because the environ-
ments in which we are going to operate are going to be far more 
contested, and our ability in a crisis or in a conflict to simply flow 
C–17s and commercial aircraft into a theater or drop off ships in 
that theater with troops is just not going to be realistic. 

On the F–35 point, I would just echo Ryan’s comments on how 
we think about the F–35. It is more than just a fifth-generation 
fighter aircraft; it is a node and a network. 

And in particular, I would highlight the incredible capabilities of 
the advanced electronically scanned array, the AESA radar, which 
not only is a sensor, but it also is a potential weapon in the future. 
So I think we have to kind of change how we think about this capa-
bility. 

That said, we are going to have to look at what the capacity of 
that force is going to be. 

Mr. DONNELLY. I will be quick because there is not much time 
left. 

Anybody who tells you we will never get another large-scale land 
campaign in the Middle East, you should go have a little lie-down 
and, you know, wait till it passes. Nobody ever wanted to do these 
things in the first place, but there is a logic there that is pretty 
compelling. If you do care about the balance of power in the Middle 
East, this is going to keep coming back up. 

The points that people have made about the F–35 being some-
thing fundamentally different than a fancier version of the F–16 
are right on point. I would offer that it is not really a fighter; it 
is more like an armed scout. It can go and protect itself and find 
targets for other things to kill. 

Mr. KNIGHT. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. Time of the gentleman is expired. 
Let me see if you all are comfortable in answering how much we 

should spend this year on defense. Given everything you know 
about the work that your organizations have done, the exercise we 
have been talking about—and just for reference, using the 050 
numbers, we are at $521 billion this year; under the BCA caps it 
is $523 billion; the President’s budget request is $561 billion. 

I am not trying to influence you, but yesterday General Dempsey 
told us that $561 was the lower ragged edge of how much spending 
it would take to defend the country. 

So, based on everything that you have done and everything you 
know, let me just see if—and if you don’t feel comfortable I under-
stand, but do you have a number for fiscal year 2016 that you 
think would be an appropriate amount to spend for defense? 

Mr. Harrison. 
Mr. HARRISON. Well, being from a think tank, I will start with 

my caveats. If you—what do you want the military to do is the 
strategy that is laid out in the 2012 Defense Strategic Guidance 
and updated in the 2014 QDR [Quadrennial Defense Review], if 
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that is what you want our military to do then I think—and the 
other caveat, if you are willing to accept many of the cost savings 
proposals that DOD has included with their budget, which do in-
clude some compensation reform proposals—if you are willing to 
accept that and cross your finger that some efficiency initiatives ac-
tually come true, then I think their number of $561 billion for the 
total national defense budget is probably about right. 

Dr. BENSAHEL. His caveats were my caveats. I think that the key 
question is what savings do you harvest in other parts of the de-
fense budget and the assumptions that go into that. 

But if you make those assumptions, I think that that is a reason-
able number to be considering. But I don’t have a lot of optimism 
that a lot of those caveats will hold. 

The CHAIRMAN. And your reason for saying that is if we gain effi-
ciencies or savings in parts of the budget, those savings and effi-
ciencies need to stay within the defense budget, right? 

Dr. BENSAHEL. Yes, that is part of it. It is also—and you will 
know this far better than we do—it is very, very difficult to achieve 
current-year savings by looking at efficiencies on the kind of re-
forms we are talking about; you do need to have a much longer per-
spective. 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes. Okay. 
Mr. CROTTY. I agree. I do think, obviously, Chairman Dempsey 

going with the ragged edge at $561, it is hard to refute that. And 
the—sort of the rumor has always been that, you know, that they 
tried to come in significantly higher. 

You know, I think that having some pressure on making sure 
that internal reforms do happen and there is some rationalizing of 
say civilian and contractor forces, as the force changes, you know, 
there needs to be some downward pressure. But I am concerned 
about some of the risk is all in the other direction. The risk is in 
the money we are trying to bring back in from OCO [Overseas Con-
tingency Operations] that—in the war funding, that really is now 
just about how we live day-to-day. It is part of what the military 
is doing. 

So between that, the past efficiencies, and assumed future effi-
ciencies, the $561 starts to jump to $580, $590 really quickly when 
you start thinking about exactly what it is we think we are paying 
for and need to pay for. 

Mr. THOMAS. Just to underscore, we really need reform, because 
the reforms are not just about treating the President’s request as 
a floor for this year and saying, ‘‘If we don’t get the reforms you 
potentially need more,’’ but it is the long-term savings. And if we 
don’t start placing—putting these reforms in place, we have this 
problem year after year. And at the same time, if we do put the 
reforms in place, we get those accumulated savings sooner rather 
than later. 

Mr. DONNELLY. I would fall back on the report of the National 
Defense Panel, for which I worked as a scribe and so I got to see 
the members wrestling with this question. And their answer was 
to say we needed to go back to the 2011 budget—the last Gates 
budget, as it is commonly referred to, which was the last time prior 
to the BCA that the Department was allowed to do anything like 
budget building that was based on a strategy. 
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And I think their observation was that the BCA has fundamen-
tally changed everything since then, including the National Mili-
tary Strategy, as reflected in the Defense Guidance. 

So the question is how reasonably fast can we get back to that 
Gates ramp? So based on where we are and what that Gates num-
ber is, something in the $560 to $570 range is probably as much 
money as the Department can reasonably digest, even if you want-
ed to get back to Gates, say, by 2018 or something like that. 

The CHAIRMAN. I don’t remember the exact number for this year 
for Gates, but it is in the—I think $580s or something like that 
would be what it would be, so— I’m sorry? 

STAFF. 638—— 
The CHAIRMAN. $638 billion. Sorry. It is always good to have a 

budget person on your right shoulder to remind you what the real 
numbers are. 

Last comment I would make: I appreciate what a number of you, 
including Mr. Thomas at the end, said about reform. My only point 
to you is it is not just about saving money; reform is necessary for 
the agility we have to have in a very volatile, uncertain world. And 
so there are two goals of this reform, and we need to keep them 
both in mind. 

But you all have done a terrific job of fielding our questions and 
also some of our frustrations today. I appreciate it very much. And 
as I said at the beginning, I really appreciate all of the work that 
your organizations do to contribute to our national dialogue and de-
cisionmaking on defense. 

So thanks for being here, and please keep up the good work. I 
know I and other members of the committee depend on the work 
y’all do to help inform and educate us. 

And with that, the hearing stands adjourned. 
[Whereupon, at 12:20 p.m., the committee was adjourned.] 
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